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1 Whereunto are added, by way of: 
| veral Choice Occaſional Meditations, Bir 
: 4 Peet, Flowers, Rivers, and ES Obe 
fitted for the rip of ſuch as deſire te alk with God | | 
in all their Solitudes and eee Werl 
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. THE 
Epiſtle | Dedicatory. 


18 Wo ſhipful Robert Savery, and 
{| William Savery, of Slade, Eſq. 


| Honoared Friends, 

| 25 been long ſince obſerv'd, That 
the World below is a Glaſs to diſcover 
the World above; Secuiam eſt /peculum. 
And although I am not of their opinion 

that ſay, The Heathens may ſpell Chriſt 
out of the Sun, Moon, and Stars; yet this 

I know, That the irrational and inanimate, 
as well as rata 


Creatures, have a Lan- 
guage; and though not by Articulate Speech, 
et in a Metaphorical Senſe, they preach. 
nto Man the Wiſdom, Power, and Good- 
neſs of God, Rom. 1. 20. There is (faith 
he Pſalmiſt, Plalm 19.3.) 20 ſpeech, nor 
nee where their voice ts not heard. Or 
as Junius renders) there is no Speech, nor 

ords, yet without theſe their voice is un- 
 Perftood; and their Line (i. e. faith Diodate) © 
a | A2. their 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. . 
their writing in groſs and plaindraughts, is | b 
gone out through all the Earth. an 
As Man is compounded of a fleſhly and I fot 
ſpiritual ſubſtance, ſo God hath endowed ed 
the Creatures: with a ſpiritual as well as pr 
fleſhly uſefulneſs ; they have not only a na» 12 
tural uſe in Alimental and Phyſical reſpeQts, of 
bur alſo a ſpiritual uſe, as they bear the fie Þ of 
gures and ſimilitudes of many ſublime and I Sir 
| heavenly Myſteries. Believe me (faith con- 
templative Bernard) thou ſhalt find more in 
the Woods, than in a corner; Stones and 
Trees will teach thee what thou ſhalt not 
hear from Learned Doctors. By a skil- 
ful and induſtrious improvement of the 
| Creatures (faith Mr, Baxter excellently) we 
might have a fuller taſte of Chriſt and 
Heaven, in every bit of Bread that we eat, 
and in every draught of Beer that we drink, 
than moſt Men have in the uſe of the Sacra -t 
ment. | | 3 
And as the Creatures teach divine and ex- | mc 
cellent things, ſo they teach them in a per- 
5 ſpicuous and taking manner: Bir 


vom Diao illa nos maximemovent, fi-|| ſp 


| militado, & exemplam , ſaith the Orator 3] our 
| Theſe two things, ſimilitude and example, 72,8 
da eſpecially move us. Notions are more{;he, 
|, ealily conveyed to the * ſha 
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Ty The Epiftle Dedicatory, — 


being firſt cloathed in ſomo apt fimilitude, 
and ſo repreſented to the ſenſe. And there- 
| fore Jeſus Chriſt the great Prophet, delight- 
ed much in teaching by Parables 3 and the 
Prophets were much in this way alſo, Ho. 
12. 10. I have aſed ſimilitudes by the Miniftry 
of the Prophets, Thoſe that can retain little 
Jof a Sermon, yet orginari.y retain an apt 
Similitude. | 
I confeſs it is an humbling Conſideration, 


| 
| 
That Man, who at firſt was led by the 
| | knowledge of God to the knowledge of the 
t | Creature, muſt now by the Creatures learn s 
- | to know God: That the Creatures (as one 
© | faith) like Balazw's Aſs, ſhould teach their 
© | Maſter. But though this be the unhappineſs 
d | of poor Man in his collapſed ftate, yet it is 
t, now his wiſdom to improve ſuch helps; and 
©, | whilſt others, by the abuſe of the Crea- 
l- | tures, are aur their Perdition, to be, 
by. the Spirityal — Sg of them, pro- 
& | moting our own Salvation. 
Ae 
Beaſis ut {ſublime and 
4 — Sb and _—_ them anſwer to 
25 our queſtjons; et this may he done, Jab ia. 


7,8: : Ak nn the Beaſts, they ſbal teach 
re mir tha, Fowls of the Air, and they 


ws bd aaa 8-2 


« ge the: Earth, and it 
"3 all 
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The E. Dif Dedicatory.. | 
| Pell teach thee; and the Fiſbes 4 the Sea _* 
bal declare anto thee, © That is (faith neat 
and accurate Cav!) the Crea- 
e joe. tures teach us jo" of wethink of 
them; © They teach us, though not formal- 
p, yet virtually; they anſwer and reſolve 
« the Queſtion put to them, though not ex- 
« plicitely to the Ear, yet convineingly to 
the Conſcience, So then, weaskthe Crea- 
_ © tures, when we diligently conſider them, 
« when we ſearch out the Perfeftions and 
«* Virtues that God hath put into or ſtampt 
upon them. To fer our mind thus upon 
« the Creature, is to difcotirſe with the Crea 
ture; the Queſtions which Man asks of : * 
* Beaſt, are only his own Meditations: - A ſel 
« gain, the Creatures teach us, when et be 
« Meditation make out Collections, and n 
draw down dengqonſtration of the ober 1 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God in making js 
them, or of the frailty of Man in needing 
them: Such Coneluſions and Inferences th 
te the teachings of the — 5 IS 
F Common objetts ih anc * 
Dy. Manton. cer) way be improved rw 1 
Ways; viz, In an Argiineaicive, and in 4 cl 
Repreſentative Way; by reefomng from 
them, and by viewing the reſemblancetha 0 
. rk Matters 2. 1 
Int 


oo NE GT 7 

i Firſt, In Meditation argue thus, as in the 

+ | Preſent caſe and ſimilitude of the Apoſtle; 

if an Husbandman upon the ordinary Prin- 

*. ciples of Reaſon can wait for the Harveſt, 
ſhall not I wait for the coming of the Lord, 

The day of Refreſhing 2 the Corn js preci- 
ous to him, and ſo is the coming of Chriſt 

x-| to me. Shall he be ſo patient, and endure 

fo much for a little Corn? And not I for tlie 

Kingdom of Heaven? He is willing to ſtay 

14 till all cauſes have had their operations, till 

| he hath received the former and the latter 

55 Rain, and ſhall not I, till the Divine Decrees 

— KTK 

el Secondly, In Meditation, make the re- 

J ſemblance, and diſcourſe thus within your 

in! ſelves : This is my Seed-rime, Heaven is 

my Harveft; here I muſt labour and toy], 

r and there reſt. [ fee the Husbandman's Life 

3.4 is a great toy I; no excellent thing can be 

+ Obtained without labour, and an obſtinate 

patience. | ſee the Seed mult be hidden in 
the furrows, rotten and corrupted, e'er it 

ij can ſpripg forth with wy encreaſe. Our 

d hopes are hidden, light is fown for the righ- 

i eus; all our comforts are buried under the 

1 clods, and after all this there muſt be long 

'| waiting, we cannot ſow and reap in a diy; 


it effects cannot follow, till all neceſſary 1 
11 Abi 5 2 A 4 „„ Ave 


** c 


J., fl. Pal, 


Find.) I conſidered, that if the Phariſees in 
à blind Zeal to a Faction, could compals Sea 


bur times are in the Hands 


will reap the defired Fruit. Thus you have 
ſome hints of this heavenly Art f improv 
wg the Creatures. SR, 


dess, my labours of a like nature, t 


me, I hope, by the Spirit of the Lord, » 


; moretheChil Ay t the Devil than before: 


neſs of Souls, ro uſe my utmoſt 


3 


—— 


Rave frſt o bt. Tis not Hd pee 
of Husbeandmen to ripen Seed at — 


dis good to wait; a long-ſuffering — 


The Motives aeg me to 

2 this undertakement, was the 
Lord's owning, with ſome ſuc- 

2 


| 1 K — Z. ** 


with the deſire andmclination ( ſtirr 


devote my vacant hours to his ſervice in this 


and Land to bp Men to their Party, 
thereb made them ſevenfold 


N. TN . 


How much more was L ohliged, by true love 
to God, and zeal to the ie Happi- 
| endeavours, 
both with Seamer and Flut uudmen to wih 
to Chriſt, and thereby malte theſh 
than ſeventy-ſeven-fold happier than 
before? Not to mention other 'inco 

ons to this Work, which 1 reccive&from 
the” earneſt defires of ſome Revererid and 
e e ingleng deen "Sl 


2 


* rr 


- which 3 will maniſcſt to | be | 
4 a Call from God to this Work. 

ä th confe(sLmetwith ſome difcourigement 
my firſt attempt, from my unacquainted- 
cel! neſs ich rutal Affairs; and becauſe I was 
to travel in @ path (o me) untrodden; but 
having once engaged in it, thoſe diſcourage- 
ments were ſoon overpomes 'and being now 
brought to What you here: ſee, I offer to 
1 our hands theſe firſt· fruits of my ſpare 


. preſume. you vill acoount it no diſpa- 
tel ragement, that I dedicate a Book of Hus- 
| to Gentlemen of your Quality. This 
is Siritual Husbandry, which is here taught 
veu; and yet I muſt tell you, that great 
Perſons have accounted that Civil Employ- 
ment (which is much inferiour to this) no 
— {difparagement to them. The King himſelf © 
2 Hanf by ahi fold, Becl. 5.9, Or as Mon- 
un tenders the Hebrew Text; Rex. ro fit 
ous ; Fhe King bimlelf is a Servant Sothe- 
1 Field. And of Vzziah it is written, 
BaChron. 26. 10:) That he loved Husbandry. 
And Amt J. 1. we read of the King's MA. 
y hath obſerved, Thar Cora - 


ings. Yea, Pls 


Sl was never ſo plentiful at Rome; as when the * 

WP) 1 an Land that Rul'd the 
* gaudtrer terra laureato 

ich 45 : Rat, g 


— ——ů— 


— 


= 


— — — 


FUE ²˙ T7 © 
„ feilicet 2 aratore triumphali 3 As 


— the Earth ir ſelf rejoyced in the Lau- 


— Plow: — e att] hol 


ant path, from fieſ Gn —— it 
Deenat far greater expence of time and pains 
in compiling it, than yo u can be in teading 
it. The Husbandman $ work, you know, 1 18 it b 


do eaſie work and the Spiritualizing of it] ME 


will yield ma the en convent, and. ic 


; ths genial ops and deſign of this B 


| Hed to ſtudy, (fairhhe). when they-have|Pi9 


the pains, I have found 3 Obſer-Ikie⸗ 
ration experimentally true; Qui (toric, a, 
' dich ſums, animi laſſtudinens. 4 ftudiis gr 
 wioribus cantractam ; ab Hfdew | ſtudiis, Kealbe 


ſion from that which is ſevere and 
do ſome more facile and pleaſant Subject. 


hath greater difficulties attending it; but yet] ly 


the pleafure hath abundantly recompenced os 


the! 


4 


ame niaribus reareamus; Thoſe that are 


adds 


wearrd their Spirits wit l ſtudꝝ, can recreate Fan. 


them again with ſtudy, by making a dive an 


But to hear 4 oi 
.goured theſe Papers to the good of any $ 15 


faction imaginable. 
May —— learn that Leſſbn, which i 


* 


— — ——— * 
2 How to walk with God from day 
2 and make the ſeveral Objects ob- 
hold, Scale & ale, Wings and Ladders to 
mount your Souls nearer to him, who is the 
Center of all bleſſed Spirits. How much will 
it comfort me, and confirm my hope, that 
it was the Call of God indeed, which put 
me upon theſe endeavours! 

O Sirs! What an excellent thing would 
it be for you, to make ſuch holy improve- 


* 


—— 4 18 


ly occur to your ſenſes, and cauſe them to 
dl proclaim and preach to you Divine and 
Heavenly Myſteries ; whilſt others make 
them groan, by abuling them to Sin, and 
ſubjecting them to their Luſts. A Man may 
2 be caſt into ſuch a condition, wherein he 
cannot enjoy the bleſſing and 172 4 of a 
(pious and powerful Miniſtery r 5 
— znnot (ordinarily) fall into fork a conditi. 

dn, 83 thing (except a bad heart 
an de ou of the — and com- 

forts of thot excellent Sermons, and Divi- 
ity Lectures, which the Creatures bere 
Pffer to preach and read to you. 5 
_ Content not your, ſelves, I beſeech you, 

rith that natural ſweetneſs the Creatures 
lord; for thereof the Beaſts are capable, 
a much, if not more, than you; bur ule 


- 


4 


4 


ments of all theſeearthly Objects which dai. 


— 


In Epi ie Yee 
| wem e dike ends Wirbels ch 
| Uireſted; and they will yield" Lies a \weet-- 
nals far tranſceading that natural ſweetneſs on 
you ever reliſhed in them; and indeed, your | Von, 
never uſe the Creatures as their Lord's: have 
| purge; Jour Lord In and by them... [befor 
confeſs. the diſcoveries af Godin the Word bur 
axe. far more excellent, clear and powerful; Þ 
8 Be. bath magnified his W, ord above all his Name. 
3 And: therein are the. unſedrchable Riches of Widze; 
Ghrift, or rich diſcoveries of that Grace that por 
Katt no ſootſteps in nature, as the Apoſtle's 
expreffion- ſignifies, Eph..3. 8. 
| And if that which . * be known o | 
| "dy the Creatures, leave. Men without fre 
| exculs; as it's manifeſt, Ram. 1. 20. How 
jacxcuſcable, then wilt thoſe. bs who haveſſwith 
received not only the teachings of the tea. pont 
dre, but alſo the Grace ofthe oſpel in valine; 
Haw ſball we. eſcape, if we lex 0-great fa 
dation; They that are careleſs-in M Da 


4 [tal be ſpeechleſs in. the. Day of 
A "Tamia of e 
1 welt as, in m ſelf ;) th V 
F — — in ef the 


— — wigs om iy 8 d 
— * -hand 


— — —— — — — . + 


4 
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— — — 


ee age, be e be handled; did . v 
En 


ed 2 own Credit, 1 


= ' fave obiervect that dp 1 | 
onun wematar is annum, . e To 
have kept it much longer under the Fille, 


Before T lad expokedin to the publick view. - 
but L rather inclined to Solomon is Counſel, 
hate ver th yy hand finds: ont to do, ab 4t: with. 
| thy mi "þ ; for there is nowiſdom, nor know- 
edge; nor ice in the greve, whither thou art 
going, Eccleſ. g. 10. 

I apprehend a. neceſſity of ſome ſuch 
zeans to be uſed, for the inſtruction and 
conviction of Coun People; Who either : 
re not capable of ur nding. Truth in 
cent E. be Hg at ſeaſt, are leſs — 
'T ropoſit ion in e 
coſts of an Obſe — . | 
| excite your Candw t im 


— or "application, 
d (E-bbpe} both perti nd a 
5 Phe Neft leni ferious, and uch (as hope), . 
Pour Conſciences will faithfully. i . 

-have.ſhue. up every Chapter with — 
. E 


. — 2 — — —ñ— — — — — — —— — 92 2 —— . 


? 
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| 

| © 
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* That of Herbert s perimenrll . true: 


Mind in their Compaſs by heart; and I hop 


Es 


4 Faſ may find him . 4 Sermon fir 
And ern. Belgie into 4 L. 


I ſhould never have been oafwaded 8 


ſpecially in this ſcribling Age , wherein we - 
may complain with the Poe, x wil 


e indocth, doftiq; poems 2 poſh.) 


To haveſet my dull Fancy upon the Rach ay 
to extort a Poem to entertain my Reader rom 


for 1 quart By with. Ovi, Sponte ſua carihand 
— c. but that L have been informed, that 


1; hi 
many Seamen induced by the pleaſure of 4 
have taken much pains. to learn 


borkvthe mat home, and the Seryant; 
in the Fiel 85 will learn to exerciſe them 
ſelves this way alſo. O, how much bette 
will it beſo to do, than to {tuff their Memc 
ries with obſcene. Ballads, and filthy Songs, 
which corrupt their Minds, and diſpoſe 
them to much wickedneſs, N panty av 


natural corruption But 10 . 
Flames, you \ _ hl cuba * ol cha 


tendency. - 


E 


* grilt, not Poetry, to be lite thoſe = 
hoſe Wit in Verſe is downright fin in Proſe : 
hoſe ſtudies are Prophaneneſs, as if then 
They only were good Poets when bad men. 
ES 5 D. Digs: 1 


F ſhall add no more, but to beg that God, 
ho inſtruQeth che Husbandman in his c- 
il Calling, to teach him wiſdom ſpirittally 
o improve it; and particularly, that you- £ 
May reap a Crop of much Spiritual Benefis, ' 
rom that Seed which is here fown. by the. © 
wihand of the Lords unprofitable Servant, and 
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ro TAE 
| Chriſtian READER. 


Hers are bbs things wherein (as: ie 
hath been ſaid, long before my- aay) 
-. - . the exerciſe of Godlineſs dyth þ chichy 
: L | : Proper, Temptation, Meditation ; Me- 


| "ditation is — Subject of this following Manna 


He Otjas of Beatus 1 twofbia: - Firſt, 
be Word. Secondly, The Works of God. The 
Mort, of God are twofold. Firſt, Internal] 


: condly; Of Providence. - The Worts of Provi 


Civil, the Lord ordering aud over. rulin 
* Aﬀarrs and Motions of fingle Perſons, amilies 


fon: and Purpoſes. Secondly, I 
e * * Lord in firatti 
to diferetion, aud SN 
. = Dreſs and T ill = Earth, that it may give Sees 
a * o the Sower, and Bread to the Eater; 40 


p = Secondly, External. The External Works off, 
God are twofold: Firſt, Of Creation. Se 


#7 - dence are likewiſe. twofold. Firſt, In thingy, 
all the '* 


* $ 25 Bb. B in 4 ſubſerviency to his own mo 


+ 4 


an t breed up. and manage . * th 


the Fla 94 
im how t 


— — 


"ods n Render. 
= | Field, both e. andleſſen Cattel, for the «ſe 4 


1 —— this lower part of the Works * 
0 God, and his wonderful 8 about © 
| chem, may. raiſe our Souls very high; and while .. 
4 * wiſely conſider theſe 4. 2 mgs, we may 
| grow more . — 
ie and Eter nals. 5 
"The worthy and i 7 Aut bor U the en- 
| Diſcourſe, hath ſupplied us with an ex- 
4 — 25 1 the & era ning of the Provie 
7 (dential 115 orks of 2 in natural things, by godly 
"a | Meditations ; we chiefly want the: help' of the 
| Holy Spirit (without which all other helps and 
belpers are altogether inſuffitient ) to frame and 
Aid ap our hearts, for this both profitable and de- 
lig htful auty; yet the help which the Lord is plea» 
No 25 u for aur eee ,by _ 
Tit of Mar, is not only not to be refw/td, 
j 5 Joankfull received and improved; ad ul little 
le engb to bring our minds to, or keep 2 
aa. work : The beſt of. Saints 0 he * 
1 have (though they are not . ” 
u wach Earth" in their minds; which A e 
£40) og 4b. rheiy" heels, or a veigbe u thi 


"a ws g 0 a I" r 8 N If 1 
„„ I r | 


'S: 


53 7er preſſeth them down whey vhey would male 
to mount upmard 5 — cy We 


it no eaſie marr 
we are Tf fo 


e 4 


N . 
1 Work;z, # 


* . 3 


the Husbandman) working the very earth, and 


and to mind S ritual Things, when we are con- 
ver ſing with the clouds of the Earth, and the far 
3 aN the Field; when we have to do with Cor: 
7 Oxen; when we behold the Birds .and Fawlf 1 


the pers pr, then (I (a) ) to be ſpiritually-minaed He 
| _ — Tile out of earthly materiats, for t 


\Eerthy Ofjed?s aſually hinder ts: in aur nr 
Den. _ Many plow and ſou, dig 24 f 


Eerch,tilltheir Hearts become & earthly . as 4 
few mit: al, ebowks the. Beats f 


— * 


To ch Cin Reader. 


Wirt; how hard ic it then to get in, and be,; 
fixed upon heavenly T houghts, while we are em, 
aged about earthly Work; yea, are (for ſo it 


#17 


raking in the Bowels of it. Tis à great part c 
our holineſs to be ſpiritually-minded, while we are 
 converſing with God through Jeſus Chriſt is 
Spiritual Duties; bat to be ſpiritually-minded, 


an. 
900 


pes 
eſ} 
1/44 
w/ 


refs, with Trees and Plants, with Sheep 
of the Air, the Worms, and all that creep upo 


and thence to have our Thong his aſcending 42 

for up to God, in heart- aſecting and 22 
ee plations, witneſſeth an high degrel,. 

of Holineſs, and of gracious — 


of our {elves in $ pirit up to Heaven, 
= Holy and happy indeed 
(being taug bi of Gad) have leari 
8 5 Art, and lide wy A's daily practice of 


times turn us qui te aut of our way to He 


— — — 


'{ To the Chriftian Reader. 

the Field, till themſelves become even brutiſh, 
I it not then a bleſſed deſign which this Author 
aims and drives at, ſo to ſpiritualize al ſorts, 


2 |all forts of Husbandmen may become Spiritual 


end Heavenly ? It ſeems to me 4 token for 
200d, that God hath an intendment of ſome 


—Ü— —_ 


„ Non proper Husbandmen, ſeeing he hath lately 


W 7 
eel 
wi 


(who with all of that Profeſſion, 


33335 
22 this Sabfect, and to publiſh. 


eier only for the preſent Age, but for Poſterity. 


And that the Fluchandman may be pleaſed, 
Ws well a profited, in peraſing the Labour, of 


M; 
15 
| 
ear 
of 1 
4 


He 


* * 


ye . 


uteneſs, contrived and cont 
cope of every Chapter into Elgar, Diſt ich, 


oncladed it with à choice meiodious Poem ſuit a= 
2 to, and dilating upon the whole matter of it. 
beſe the Husbandmun, who can but read, may 
uickl, learn and fing for his ſolace, inſtead of 
bofe vain Ballads and corrupting Rhimes, which 


or the whole compaſs of earthly Hub andry, that 


wn ſpecial good to the Souls of ſuch as are by Pro- 2 
ut it into the Hearts of two faithful Miniſters 


re Husbandmen in 4 figure) to Mr. $ichard F 


heir Labours in Print, that they may be of uſe, 


his Author; he hath, with ſingular aptnefs and 
acted the ſum or 


r pair of Verſes, placed at the head of it, and 


any of that Rank are apt to buy, and ſolace | 
155 vemſelyes withal, without amy bentfit, Jea, much 


| to their hart, making their hearts more 1 
carnal and vain thereby 


' . This Book of Husbandry Spiritualized, ic ot 
calculated only for the common Husbanaman 
Perſons of any Calling or Condition, ma 
the 2 working out ſuch fearching reſlectiſ 
ons and ſtrong Convictions, from almoſt eve 
part and particular o of the Hushandmaw's. we 


it, far all g . jo (v9 i the heart 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


. 


Let me add one word more to th Readerl ro 


Mt 
may fing Sl 


Et 
4 
0 fro h 
4 may prove, if 2 faily i 22 very uſef ackn 


fal to them ; to ſome for their awakening th — 


| conſider the ſt ate of their Souls, whether in 4 atta- 
or in Mature; to others for their Iuſtrudt io A. 


Conſolation and Encour agement in the ways « E k 


Grate, 4 alſo for their proficiency and 58 bi bich t; 


thoſe ways. That the bleſſing of the d wh 


the bredthin s of this good Spiris may go 8 wit fa ſer 
4, in 


Par H 


r 8 of ln 5 
bee. : . | 


To his Reverend and Learned Friend, 
Mr. John Flavell, on his Spiritual Navi 
gation, and Husbandry 


KF Etters of Mart to bis dear Servant given, 
4 By him that fiſts the ruffling winds of Heaven, 
o fight, and take all ſuch as would not dan 
T acknowledge him the Seas great Soveraign ; 
he lanch'd his little Pinace, and began 
| attaque the —_— of Leviathan: 
Puſpicious. pales ſwelling bis winged Sails, 
arches all Creeks, and every Bark he hails ; 
at ſcarce a Ship our Weſtern Coaſt afford, 
M bich this brave Pinace hath not laid aboard. 
"nd what among our riddles fome might count, 
tas ſeen at once at Barwick, and the Mount; 
ta, in more Ports hath in one luſtre been, 
ban Hawkins, Drake, or Cavendiſh have ſeen. 
Ind Prizes of more worth brought home again, 
ſban all the Plate-Fleets of the King of Spain. 
it that which makes the wonder ſwell the more, 
hoſe whom be took were Beggars all before. 
t reſts be here? No, no, our Friend doth know, 
- ſis good to have two ſtrings unto his Bow. 
rare Amphibion loves not to be pent 
thin the bounds of one poor Element. : 
Vides, the Learned Author underſtood, _ 
at of an idle hand there comes no good. 
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bis kind of Tillage which thou teacheſt us, 


- That every nerve of thy beſt Soul doſt ply, 


To Pray (Gh at my work) God ipeed the Plo 


— 


The Lam to bim na Pulpit doth allow, 
And now be cannot Preach, be means to Plow... 
Though Preaching were a Crime, yet be _ 
Apainſt the Plowman there could 'be no Law. 

er ſtays be on reſolves, but out of band 
He yoaks his Teem, plows up the ſtubborn Land- 
Soms it with precious Seed, harroms again * 
The tougher clods, takes pleaſure in his pain. - 
Whilſt Orpheus like, (hic doth bis Art Advance - - 
Rocks, Fields, and Woods, after his pipe do dance. 


Induſtrious Spirit, to what a rich account 
With thy bleſt Lord, will all theſe Labours mount ? 


To further Heaven's Spiritual Husbandry. 


Was ne ver dreamt of hy Triptolemus. 
Go, Reader, turn the leaves ;, and me allow 


NICHOLAS WATT 


. 


In Authoris OP E R A. 


ET Paracelſus and Van-Helment's Name, 

No more ride triumph on the wings of Fame. 
To, here's a Chymiſt, whoſe Diviner $kill 

oth hallowed, from unhallowed things diſtil. 
Npiritualixeth Sea affairs, agen, 8 
ales the rude ground turn tutor unto Me: 

hews Mariners, as by a Compaſs, bow 
| They may unto the Port of Glory row, 
acbeth the Plowmen, from their Work, to know 

at Duties unto God, and Man they owe. 
Rare Artiſt ! V/V ho, when many Toy 


8 : Ne _- 
4 ae ye "1 I > - — 


| uf Tongues ave mute, | 
Aal ſt things, that are Inanimate, confute + | 
The Ages fims : by Preaching unto. eyes, © 
Truths, which, in otber Modes, their Eaſe deſpiſe. ; 
Wy Proſper bis Pious Labours, Lord! bowe'r ) ; 
Do not forget to Crown the Labourer, 
Sic raptim canit, 3 


Q 


| 


2 To b bis Sammons and Invaluable Fried 
. Mr. J. F. — his * Th 


Nyeniow Sir, What do I fee ? What now? 

Are you come from the Pulpit to the Plow ? 
If fo, then pardon me, if I profeſs, 
” The Plow deſerves to be ſent to the Preſs. 
Ti not long ſince you went to Sea, they ſay, 
Compo d a Compaſs, which diredds the way, 
Aud ſteers the courſe to Heaven, O bieſt Art? 
And bravely done, that you. did that impart” 
To m, who take it kindly. at y our hand, 

| And bleſs the Lord 3 to Land, 
To be an Hisbandman, wherein your Skill ; 
With admiration auth your Readers fill. 
* Onegrainwill yield increaſe, it's ten times ten 
M ben the Earth's Manur'd by ſuch F 
e may expel rich Harveſts, and full Crops, [Where 
Wen Heavenly Dew deſcendeth i in ſuch Top: Than 
"Of Spiritual ram, to water every Field,  IWhens 
= That it full beaps of Grace to God may "Yield. Them | 
- J muſt adore the Wiſdom of that God Dat 19 
=  - That makes Men wiſe, who, even from a cled To me 
; Of Earth, can raiſe ſuch Heavenly Meditation | p,, 


$ Vito 4 pitch of higbeſt elevation. 2 
4 Beſides, I — the — of the Lord, 4 * 
| + Performing unto us 45 faithful Ford, | 


— 
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bat all ſhall work for good unto the Saints, ; 
Which, in ſome meaſure, leſſens our complaints. 

or though our Pulpit-mercies be grown leſs, 
We have ſome gracious helps yet from the Preſs. 

1d herein all the World may plainly ſee, 

That faithful Servants will not idle be. 
have ſome Bricks, although the Straw be gone, 
The Church, at laſt, ſhall be of poliſht ſtone. 
What-ever Men or Devils act, or ſay; 
Sion, at laſt, will have a glorious Day. 


Labours, as if 'twere for an heavenly weight, 
Ind, when be hath got all he can, the moſt 
Amounts to little more than a poor Cruſt 
To feed his tired Carcaſe, if bimſelf 

ave, by his car king, got a little Pelf, 
Leave it he muſt, to one he knows not whom, 
And then muſt come to an eternal doom; 

And hear bis poor neglected wretched Soul _ 
Tell him, at.laft, that he hath play d the Fool. 
But here he's taught, how he, before he dye, 

May lay up Treafure for Eternity, 

Wherem be may be rich, yea, much much more 

Than they that do poſſeſs whole mines of Oar. 

ur t hs more worth than Heaven, and Gold than 


Baut not before, unleſs be do intend 
o meet with Soul- deſtruction in the end. 


| But I muſt leave him, and return again 

To gratulate the Author for his pain. 

And here I can't forbear to let my Pen = 
To tell the. World of all the Husbandmen, 


The wretched Muck-worm that from morn to night, 


Then let the Worldling run his brutiſh Race, (Grace, 
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That ere I meet; be, be bath bir the vein 71 
To recompence the Labourer's hard pain, 
And taugbt bim hom to get the greateſt gain. 


M berein be treads a path not trod be fore, 


By which indeed bis Skill appears the more. — 
I migbt Encomiums give bim, great and true, 
And yet come very ſhort of mhat 's his due. J 


But 1 muſt not walk in forbidden ways 

For, thereby, Pm. fure I ſhould diſpleaſe 

His pious Mind, who doth, and freely can 
Give all the Praife to the great Husbandman, 
ho. will bis:graces in his Servants own, 


Aut doth expedF himſelf to wear the Crown, 


Farewel, dear Sir, I take my leave, and now; r 
Mill ſay no more than this, God ſpeed the Plove, 
| | 90 
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[EPISTLE 


TO. THE 
Intelligent Countrey RE A DE R. 


"Hou haft here the Fruit of ſome of | 
* my ſpare Hours, which were thus 


imployed, when by a ſad Provi- 
dence I was thruſt from the Society of ma- 


RIiny dear Friends, into a ſolitary Countre 1 


CH 


l 


Dwelling. I hope none will envy me theſe 
panocent delights, which I made out of my 
onely walks, whereby the Lord ſweetned 

y Solitudes there. *Tis like thou wilt 
nd ſome paſſages here, that are harmleſſy 
lleaſant ; yet, I aſſure thee, I know of none 
hat the moſt C "ynical Reader can cenſure, as 
infully light — vain. I muſt acknow- - 
dee, to the Praiſe of God, that I have 
ound ſome of thoſe (which poſſibly ſome of 


by. Readers will call the ſlighteſt and moſt 


B 2-- i 


——5 — 
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ſolation to my own Soul: Yea, ſuch a degree 


un this Book, may 


— — 


TI 5b. Epiſtle to the Reader. 
Triffling ſubjects of Meditation) to be the: I'7 
Ordinances for Inſtruction, Caution and Con- ly 


of comfort, I do profeſs to have found by 
theſe things, as hath much endeared the 
Countrey Life to me, and made me much 
better to underſtand that ſaying of Horace, 
than when I learn'd.it at School, So 


Noviſtine locum potiorem rure beato ? 
Eſt abi plus tebeant hyemes ? ubi gratior aura? 
Orus, quando te adſpiciam ? quandoque licebit Ino 
Nunc veterumlibris, nunc ſomno, & inertibus hor cor 
Dacere ſolicitæ jucunda obliuia uitæ. (i. e.) (tis [ 

1 for 
What life can with the Country life compare? Fri 


© Wherebreath's the pureſt and moſt healthful Spi 


Where undiſturb'd,my. ſtudies I purſue: (Air. Ha 


And whenLſleep, bid all my cares adieu. ano 


Hor. Sat. 6 


I 
If 


And what I have found fo beneficial tomyſthe: 


elf, I cannot but think may be ſo to other. wer 


I afure thee; Reader, I am not fond of any go 
of theſe conceptions ; and yet I think I may 
modeſtly enough wa That the emptieſt lea! 
erve far. more and better} p 
uſes than a meer diverſion, when thou caali 
leifure. to peruſe it. I know, you © 
— | 


* 


— — 
—— 


The Fil to the Reader. © 


Troubles and Cares are many, and though 
your Condition of Lite hath many innocent 
> |Comforts, and outward Mercies to ſweeten 
fit, yet I believe moſt of you have found, that 
e Jancient ſaying of Anacreon experimentally. 
h true. Exe. T1 ν˙ Tis Ng i,¾,'o /. | 


Some bitter troubles Countreymen ao meet, 
Wherewith the Lord doth intermix their ſweet.. 


;?1 The Cares of your Minds, are commonly 
it Ino leſs than the Pains of your Bodies; it 
or · concerns you therefore, to ſweeten what you 
tis cannot avoid ; and I know no better way 
for that than what is here directed to. Q 
res Friends! What advantages have you for a 
ful Spiritual Life? Why may you not have two 
\ir:[Harvefts every year? One for your Souls, 
Another for your Bodies; if you could thus 
6. Pearn to husband your Husbandry. Me- 
inks Spiritual Meditations do even put 
myfthemſelves upon you: Husbandmen of old 
xers.ſwere generally preſumed to be honeſt and. 
anygood Men; what elſe means that ſaying of 
may LY, nander, Age 414. T2907 TUl Toye205 Oh . 

leaf 


iter Profeſs thy felf an Husbandman, 
amy And wicked tos ! Believe't that can. 4 
yC 7 5 VC : 


11 — 
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bour, to ſit down in the Evening, and Read 
that Chapter which concerns that particular E 


I could not think on a more probable means 


ſhould de in yours. If the Lord accompliln 


er Reader. - © 


W. unt you are, godly or wicked, is not forfq,7 


me (that ama ſtranger to moſt of you) te ther 
determine; but if you are not godly, it's|T1,. 
my deſire and deſign to make you ſo; and was 


ro accompliſh this honeſt defign, than what = 
1 hav: here uſed. Methinks it ſhould be af. 
pleaſure.to you, when you come weary outh 

of the Fields from Plow, or any other La- 


buſineſs, and refreſþ your Souls even from -E. 
that which hath wearied your Bodies. Were 
your Hearts but Heavenly, and more time 


Allowed for Spiritual Husbandry, your in- 


ward Comforts would be much more, and] 
our outward Gains not a jot leſs; for if the 
ucceſs of all your Civil Labours and Im- 

ployments depend upon the pleaſure and 

will of God, ( as all that are not Atheiſts do 


_ acknowledge } then certainly your buſineſs 


can ſucceed never the worſe, for. your en- 


deavours to pleaſe him, upon whoſe plea- 


ſure it ſo entirely depends. I have many times 
lifted up my Heart to Heaven, whilſt theſe: 


Papers were under my Hand, for a ipecial] 


Bleſſing to accompany them, when they 


— 


my 


At. : 
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„„ ddd. AS 


ny deſires by them upon your Souls, you 
hall enjoy two Heavens, one here, and ano- 
ther hereafter. Would not that be ſweet ? 
The Hiftorian tells us, that Altitius Serarius 
was ſowing Corn in the Field, when Q. 
Cincinnatus came to him bare- headed, with 
Letters from the Senate, ſignifying that he 
; choſen to the Dictat 1p. I hope the 
ord will ſo bleſs and ſucceed theſe Labours, 
t many of you will be called from holding 
he Plow on Earth, to wear the Crown of 


7 


Tour hearty Wel-wiſhir, | 


4 
| 


_y in Heaven; which! is the ſincere de- 


JOHN FLAVELL.. 


4 
6 


Witneſs the Han who did moſt gladly pay 
And time ſhall be when Heavenly Truths that war! 
The Heart, ſhall be preferr'd before your Farms. 
"When Ho:incjs, as Sacred Scripture tells, 


Lord, baſten on thoſe much deſired times, 


THE | 
Aathor to the READ E R. 


you, whoſe liſt ning Ears do even itch, 
To hear the way preſcril/d of growing rich; 


L It ſhew you how to make your Tenements 1 
Ten thouſnd times more worth, and yet your Rents 
Mot raisd a Farthing; bere my Render ſees, 


A way to make his dead and barren Trees 

Held precious Fruit, bis Sheep, though neer ſo bad, 
Bear Golden Fleeces, ſuch neer Jaſon bad, 

In every thing your gain ſhall more than double, 


And all this had with far leſs toyl and trouble. 
Mletbinks I hear thee ſay, this cannot be, 


Tu neer believe it; well, Read on, and ſee, 
Reader, hadſt thou but ſenſes exercitd 
To judge arig ht; were Spiritual Things but prix d 
At their juſt value, thou wonldjt quickly ſay, I 
Tit ſo inked ; thou wouldft not go thy way 
Like one that's ; diſap owed, and ſo fling | 

The Book aþde, I thought *rwas ſome ſvch thinzY © 
Time was when Count” ey Chriſtians did afford, 
More bours and pains about God's Holy Word ; 


For ſome few Leaves his whole — of Fay. 


Shall be engraven on the Hor ſes Bells. 


nd, to that purpoſe, 2 theſe rural * 


THE 


P ROE M. 
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— 
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I COR. 3. 9. 
Te are God's Husbandr). 


HE ſcope and deſign of the following 

Chapters, being the Spiritual Im- 
provemeat of Husbandry, it will be 
| neceſſary by way of Proem, to acquaint 
the Reader with the Foundation and generaFRules 
of this Art in the Scriptures, thereby to procure 
greater reſpect unto, and prevent prejudice a- 
gainſt Compoſures of this kind. 

To this end | ſhall entertain the Reader a little 
while upon what this Scripture affords us, which 
will give a fair latraguction to the follovng * 

Diſcourſe. „ 8 
The Apoſtle's ſcope in the context being to 
check and repreſs the vain- glory and emulation of 
the Corinthians, who inſtead of thankfulneſs for, 
1 | 3 18 and | 


a. 
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2 The PROEM. 
and an humble and diligent improvement of the 
exctuent Bleſſings of the Miniſtry, turn'd all into 
vain Oftentation and Emulation, one preferring 
Paul, and another Apollos, in the mean time de- 
priving themſelves of the Choice Bleſſings they 
might have received from them both. 5 


Io Cure this growing wiſchief in the Churches, 
he checks their vanity, and diſcovers the evil of 
ſach Practices, by ſeveral Arguments, amongſt 
which this is one, ET 
Te are God's Husbandry, q. d. 


What are ye, but a Field, or plot of ground, to 


de manured and cultivated for God? And what 


are Paul, Apollos, and Cepbas, but ſo many Work- 
men and Labourers, imployed by God, the great 
Husbandman, to plant, and water jou all; 


if then you ſhall glory in ſome, and deſpiſe o- 


_. thers, you take a ready way to deprive your 


_ ſelves of the Benefits and Mercies you might. re- 
ceive from the joint Miniſtry of them all. God | 


hath uſed me to plant you, and Apollos to water 
you ; you are obliged to bleſs him for the Miniſtry 
of both, and it will be your ſin if you deſpiſe either. 
If the Workmen be diſcouraged in their Lahours, 


tis the Field that loſes and ſuffers by it; £ that 


the Words are a Similitude, ſerving to illuſtrate 
ES IR 


1. Which the Churches have to God. 


2. Which God's Miniſters have to the Churches. 
q B uy 1. The | 


__ 
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which God manures by the Miniſtry 
of Paſtors and Teachers. 


that of an Husbandman to his Ground or Till-ve. 
The Greek Word ſignifies God's 
* Arable, or that plot of ground 


* Fideles vo- 
cantur Dea 
yg her, 
quiz 4 Deo per 
paſtores, tanquem arvum excoliintur, Rav. 


3. It ſerves to illuſtrate the Relation that the 
Miniſters of Chriſt ſuſtain to the Churches, which 


is like that of the Husband's Servants to him, and 
his Fields, which excellent notion carries in it the 


perpetual neceſſity of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, (For 
mw Fruit can be expected, where there are none 


Till the ground?) As alſo the diligence, ac- 


s countableneſs, and rewards, which theie Labou- 


rers are to give to, and receive from God, the 
great Husbandman. All runs into this, 


That the Life and Imployment of an Husband- 
man, excellently ſhadows forth the relation 


betwixt God and his Church and the relative 
Duties betwixt its Miniſters: and Members. 
Or more briefly thus. 


The Church is God's Husbandry, about wich 


his Miniſters are imployed. 
I ſhall not here obſerve my uſual Method, (in- 


tending no more but a Preface to the following 
Diſcourſe) but only open the particulars wherein 
And then draw ſome 
The firſt 1 (hall 


the Reſemblance conſiſts : 
Corollaries from the whole. 


diſpatch in theſe Twenty Particulars following. 
r. Prop, The Husbandman purchaſes his Fields, 


IId gives a valuable Conſideration for them, Job 
52. 9,19. 5 


C2 


I The es hatwinr God 4 them, is like 
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* The PRO E M. 


Ref. So hath God purchaſed his Church with a 
full valuable Price, even the precious Blood of his 


own Son, Ads 20. 28. Feed the Church of God, 
which he bath purchaſed, or acquired -with bis own 
Blood. O dear bought Inheritance, how much 
doth this beſpeak its worth? Or rather, the high 
eſteem God hath of it, to pay down Blood, and 


ſuch Blood for it; never was any Inheritance 


bought at ſuch a rate: Every particular Elect 
Perſon, and none but ſuch are comprehended in 


this Purchaſe, rhe reſt ſtil] remain in the DeviPs [ 


right. Sin made a forfeiture of all to Juſtice, upon 


which Satan entred and took Poſſeſſion, and as a 


ſtrong Man armed, ſtill keeps it in them, Luke 11. 
21. but upon payment of this ſum to juſtice, the 


Elect (who only are intended in this Purchaſe ) | 


paſs over into God's right and property, and now 
are neither Satan's, Ads 26. 18. nor their own, 
+ Cor.6.19, but the Lord's peculiar, i Pet. 2.6. And 
to ſhew how much they are his own, yon have two 
poſſeſſi ves in one Verſe, Cant. 8. 12. My vineyard, 
which is mine, is before me. Mine, which is mine. 


Prop. Husbandmen divide and ſeparate their 


own Lands from other mens, they have their Land- 
marks and Boundaries, by which property is pre- 
ſerved, - Dent: 25. 17. Prov. 21, 3. 


Ref. So are the People of God wonderfully | 


ſeparated, and diſtinguiſht from all the People of 


the Earth, Pſalm 4 3. The Lord hath ſet apart him | 


that is godly for himſelf, and the Lord knoweth who are 
bis, 2 Tim 2. 19 It is a ſpecial Act of Grace, to 
be incloſed by God out of the waſte howling Wil- 


derneſs of the World, Deut. 33. 16. This God I / 


did 
— Hy ns 4x Rn Garment. 
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- The PRO EM. $ 5 
| did intentionally, in the decree before the World 
was; which decree is executed in their Sanctifi- 

cation and Adoption. y 
3. Prop. Corn-fields are carefully fenced by the 
| Husbandman with Hedges and Ditches, to pre- 
ſerve their Fruits from Beaſts that would other- 
wiſe over-run and deftroy them Non minus 
eſt virtus quam querere parta tuer i. It is as good 
Hysbandry to keep what we have, as to acquie 
more than we had. „ 
EKeſ. My well. beloved hath a vineyard in a very 
fruitful bill, and he fenced it, Iſa. 5. 1, 2. Noln- 
heritance is better defended and ſecured, than the 
Lord's Inheritance, P/al. 125. 2. 4s the mountain; 
are round about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about 
Ibis People. So careful is he for their lafety that he 
createth upon every dwelling place of mount Sion, and 
upon her Aſſemblies, a cloud and ſmoke by Day, and 
the ſhining of flaming fire by night : For upon all the 
glory (hall be a defence, Iſa. 4.5. Not a particular 
Saint, but is hedged about and incloſed in arms of 
Power and Love, Job 1. 10. Thou baſk made a bedye 
about him. The Devil fain would, but by his own 
- | Contefſion could not, break over that hedge to 
touch Job, till God's Permiſſion made a gap for 
him: Vea, he not only makes an hedge, but a wall 
y abort them, and that of Fire, Zech. 2.5. Sets 4 
f || guard of Angels to encamp round about them that fear 
n bim, Pſal. 34. 7. And will not truſt them with a 
e ſingle guard of Angeis neither, though their power 
obe great, and love to the Saints as great; but 
watches over them himſelf alſo, Iſa. 27. 2, 3. Sing 
ye unto ber a vineyard of red wine, I the Lord ds 
EM, . G. 2 keep _ 


i . . - 
* > 2 — — — _ 
3 N 2 1 - - ——ü— — art OA EE AA res 
> = " g uo — — — — — 
- Pay _—_— 4 * - to — At — — — 


# 4 


6 The PRO E M. 
Leep it, I will water it every moment ; leſt any hurt | 
it, 1 will keep it night and dax. 
4 Prop. Husbandmen carry out their Compoſt ; | the 
to fertilize their Arable ground, they dung it, ber 
dreſs it, and keep it in heart; and in theſe We- d 
ſtern Parts are at great Charges to bring Lime, 
and Salt-water Sand to quicken their thin and | 
cold Soil. we 5 35 

Ref. Lord, let it alone this Tear alſo, till I ſhall 

dig about it and dung it; and if it bear fruit, well, 

if not, cut it don, Luke 13. 8. O the rich dreſſing 
which God beſtows upon his Churches ! They are anc 
coltly Fields indeed, dreſt and fertilized, not only ſen 
dy precious Ordinances and Providences, but alſo e. 
dy the Sweat, yea, Blood of the Diſpenſers of them. of C 
** You Londeners (ſaith Mr. Lockier in Colo{.p.552 ) be t 
Lare Trees watered choicely indeed; tis ſtoried 
of the Palm- tree, that at ics firſt tranſplanting beat 
* into Italy, twas watered with Mine, I cannot ſay 
(eich he)that you have been fo watered by me, the 
I dare not; but this | can humbly and truly ſay, Þ valt 
that if our choĩceſt Strength and Spirits may be | £ 
<< named inſtead of Water, Wine; or if the bleſ- | 7" 
I ſing which hath gone along with theſe Waters, | 
* at any time, harh turned them into Wine, in || 24 
** vigour upon your Souls; then hath God by me, | PO 
< watered your Roots with Wine. 
5. Prop. Fhe Husbandman builds his Houſe, 32. 
where he makes his Purchaſe, dwells upon his 
Land, and frequently viſits it; he knows, that 
duch as dwell far from their Lands, are not far] 811 
from leſs. 2 „ 182 


Ref, 


— — — ——_— —— 
* * 


\ 


RE PROEM 
_ Ref. Sa doth God; where-ever be plants a 


Church, there doth he fix his Habitation, intending = 
there to dwell, Pſal. 46.5. God is in the midſt of 


ber, ſhe (hall not be moved. Thus God came to 
dwell upon his own Fee and Inheritance, in Judea, 
Levit. 26. 11,12. And I will ſet my Tabernacle a- 


 mongſt you, and will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 
People. Which Promiſe is again renewed to his 


Churches of the New Teſtament, 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
And when the Churches ſhall be in their greateſt 
flouriſh, and purity, then ſhall there be the fulleſt. 
and moſt glorious manifeſtation of the Divine pre- 
ſence among them, Rev. 21. 3. And I heard a 


|| great voice out of beaven, ſaying, Behold the tabern.cle 


1 _ © _w—_— _—_— —_ 


a Os 


of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and 


be their God. Hence the Aſſemblies are called, the 


places of his Feet And there they behold the 
beauty of the Lord, Pſalm 27. 
6. Prop. Husbandmen grudge not at the Coft 


they are at for their Tillage ; but as they lay out 


vaſt Sums upon it, ſo, they do it chear fully. 
Reſ. And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and 


men of Juda, judge / pray you, betwixt me and my 


vineyard; what could have been done more to my vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it? And as he beſtows 
vpon his Heritage, the choiceſt Mercies, fo he doth 
it with the greateſt chearfulneſs , for he ſaith, Jer. 
32. 41, J will rejoice over them, to do them good; and 
I will plant them in this Land aſſuredly, with my 
whole heart, and with my whole ſoul, It is not the 
giving out of Mercy ( ſaith one) that grieverh 
God, bur the recoiling of his Mercies back 2gain 
upon him by the Creature's ingratitude. Ty 
5 C4 7. 80d; 
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FS The PROEM 
11. Prop. When Husbandmen have been at Coſt 
> and Pains about their Husbandry they expect fruit | p 
from it, anſwerable to their pains and expences a- hos 
dont it: Behold ( faith James) the Husbandman 
; waiteth for the precious fruits of the Earth, Jam. 5. 7. 
Ref. End he looked that it ſhould brim g fortb a Py 

Ta. 5. 2. This heavenly — waits for mY 
the Fruits of bis Fields alſo ; never did any Hus- 
' Handman long for the deſired Harveſt, more than 
- God doth for the fruits of Holineſs from his 

Saints; great are the Expectations of God from | Ch. 

his People: And when the time of the fruit drew 


near, he ſent his Servants to the Husbandmen, that | wks 
they migbt receive the fruits of it. 1 
8. Prop. Husbandmen are much deli ted, to :.. 
ſee the ſucceſs of their Labours, it Comforts them | 

- Over all their hard pains, and many weary days, | +, 
to ſee a good increaſe. 3 


Ref. Much more is God delighted. in behold- 
ing the flouriſhing Graces of his People ; it pleates 
him to ſee his Plants laden with Fruit and his Val- 
leys fing with Corn, Cant. 6. 2 My Beloved is 
gone down to the garden, into his beds of Spices, to | for 
Fred in the gardens, and to gather Lilies. Theſe 2 
Beds of Spices (ſay Expoſitors) are | Fg 
Eke, Bow the particular Churches, the Compa- I 
* nies of Believers; be goes co feed | 
vidir, lillia de- in theſe Gardens, like as Men go 
cerpit quando to their Gardens to make merry, or | - . 
optimum quem: to gather Fruit, Cant, 4. 16. He eats 


R que ex bac vita his pleafant fruit, viz, His peoples 
; ami ITP* holy performances, ſweeter to him | ws 


| than any Ambroſia; thus he feeds in 
6 * | n . "ke 


— ä — —ü—ä—— OOO —— IIIOS 1 —— —— — — IOC * . — — — 
— — 
——ů— —ͤ— 


— 


. TR 7 

the Gardens, and he gathers. Lillies when he 
tranſlates good Souls into his Kingdom above; 
For the Lord taketh pleaſure in bis Saints, and will 
be autiſie the mrek with Salvation. 

9. Prop. The Husbandman is exceedingly grie- 
ved, when he ſees the hopes of a gaod Crop diſap- 
pointed, and his Fields prove barren, or blaſted, 
| Ref. Sa the Lord expreſſes his grief for, and 

anger againſt his People, when they bring forth 
no Fruits, or wild Fruits, worſe than none, Ho/. 
9. 16, Ephraim is ſmitten, their root is dried up. 
Chriſt was exceedingly diſpleaſed with the Fig- 
tree, and Curſed it for its barrenneſs; it grieves 
him co the Heart when his Servants return to him 
with ſuch Complaints as theſe, Ve bave laboured 
in vain, we have ſpent our ſtreng th for nougbt. 
10. Pros, Resbandmen imploy many Laborrers. 
to work in their Fields, their is need of many 
hands for ſuch a multiplicity of buſinels. 

_ Ref. God bath diveriity of Workmea alſo in 
the Churches, whom he ſends for th to labour in his 
Spiritual Fields, Eph. 4. 12. He gave ſome Apoſtles, 

ame Prophets, and ſome F vangeliſis; and ſome Pa 
ſtors and Teachers, tor the per ſetting of the Saints, for. 
the work of the Miniſtry ; Amos. 3. 7. I bave ſent 
[my Servants] the Prophets. Tis uſual with the 
Apoſtles to place this Title of Servant among 
kheir honourary Titles, though a profane Mouth. 
once called it, Probroſum artiſicium, a ſordid Aiti- 
fice. Chrift hath ſtampt a great deal of dignity up- 
on his Miniſters, in retaining them tor the nearett” | 
ſervice to himſelf, 1 Cor. 4. 1. Let a man fo actount 
ef us, as the Miuiſters of Cbriſt; they are workers: 
3 | | | $þ 3 together 5 
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he 
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Pa. * „ . | 
together with God: The Husbandman works in | 
| the Field among his Labourers, and the great God | cei: 
 difdaineth not co work in and with his poor Ser- on 
- vants, in the work of the Miniſtry. Ch 
11. Prop. The wot k about which Husbandmen ane 
- imploy their Servants in the Field, is toylſome and 


ſpending. You ſee they come home at night as | |, 
weary as they can draw their Legs after them. Fie 

Ref. But God's Workmen have a much harder tha 
task than they. Hence are they ſer forth in Scrip- 1 


ture by the laborious Ox, 1 Cor. 9. 9. Rev. 4. 7. Go 
Some derive the word 4xa@, & xirs, Deacon are 
from a word that ſigni fies duſt, to ſhew the labori- and 
duſneſs of their Imployment, labouring till even | Fon 
choaked with duſt and ſweat. Tis ſaid of Epaphra- acer 
ditus, Phil. 2. 13. That for the work of Chriſt he the 
was ſick, and nigh unto death; not regarding his life, req 
| 30 ſupply therr lack of ſervice. The Apoſtles expreſſi- ful 
on, Col. 1. alt. is very emphatical, Whereunto I alſo rat 
labour, ſtriving according to bis wor ling; which work- | gre 
eth in me mightily. The word '&yornteparis figni- | © 
fies ſuch ſpending labour as puts a Man into an gr. 
Agony; and bleſled is that Servant whom his the 
- Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. mi! 
12. Prop. The immediate end of the Husband- for 
mans labour, and his Servants labour, is for the 
improvement of his Land, to make it more nou- pre 
riſhing and fruitful. : 3 14 
' Ref. The ſcope and end of the Miniſtry is for $4 
the Church's benefit and advantage. They muſt | Rei 
not lord ic over God's heritage, as if the Church Br. 
were for them, and not they for the Church; nor ef 
ſer ve themſelxves of it, but be the Church's * 8 bx 


s 
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r 1 
for Jeſus ſake, 2 Cor. 4. 6. the power they have re- 
ceived being for Edĩfication, and not for DeſtruQi- 

on, 2 Cor. 10. 8. Chrilt hath given them to the 

Churches; their Gifts, their Time, their Strength, 

and all their Miniſterial Talents are not their 

own, but the Churches Stock and Treaſure. 

1 z. Prop. The Workmen that labour in the 
Fields, are accountable for their Work to him 
that imploy d them. 

© Ref. Church-Officers are alſo me to 
God for all the Souls committed to them. They 
are Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 1 Cor. 4. 1. 


and Stewards are accountable. We watch” for your | 
Sou!s (faith the Apoſtle) as they that muſt give an 
account, Heb. i 3.5. If theſe Servants be untairhtul in 
their work and truſt, the Blood of Souls ſhall be 

required at their hands, Ezek. 3.17,18. which are 


fulmina, non verha, (fairh Eraſmus ) thunder · holts, 


rather than words. The guilt of Blood is the - 


| greateſt guilt ; and of all Blood, the Blood ot Souls: 


14. Prop. Thoſe that ſpend their time and 2 


. 


ſtrength all their days, m manuring, and plowing | 
the Fields, do maintain themſelves and their Fa- 


milies by the r Labours;; their hands are ſufficient , 
for themſelves and theirs. 


Ref. Even ſa kath God ordained, that they which + 
preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. & 


14. The workman is worthy of his mtat, Mar. 10. 


10. *Tis a ſad thing, if thoſe who bresk the 
Bread of Life to Sovls, "hould be ſuffered ro want 
Bread themſelves. God would not have the Mouth 


Jef the Ox muzled that treads out the Corn, but | 


have liberty to eat, as wel : as work; Vet if any 


pretender 
bod 
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pretender to the Miniſtry be like the Heifer that 
loves to tread out the Corn (i. e.) cares to do no 


* 


2 


in ſufficiently diſcovers his Beaſt- like diſpoſition. 
Miniſters muſt be faithful in their Maſter's work, 
aud if Men do not, Gad will reward them. For, 
He is not unrighteous to forget their work, and labour 
9/4ove, Heb.6. 10. ee te 
15. Prop. It is a great trouble to Hushandmen 
in a buſie time, to be put off from their labours 
by ſtormy Weather, which drives them out of 
- the Fields, and makes them let all lye, till it clear 


imploy themſelves in home- work. 


— r * "x ** * r * l * , . n 25 : 5 | bY 


ſpeakable Affliction to God's Workmen,to be ren- 
/ ered uſeleſs and unſerviceable to the Churches, by 
* thoſe ſtorms of trouble, which drive them from 
their pablick Miniſterial Work. With what a hea- 
vy heart did Paul go off from bis Work at Epbeſus, 
Ads 20. It ſpends a Miniſter to preach, but more 


to be ſilent. Tis a loud ſpeaking Judgment, when 


od ſhall ſay to them as to Ezekiel, Son of Man, 
I will make thy tongue cleave to the roof of thy mouth, 
and thou ſhalt be dum», Fzek. 3. 26. Such ſilencing 
- Providences, ſpeaking thundring Language to gra- 
eious Hearts; yet even then, the keepers of the 
Vineyard have a private Vineyard of their own 
to look after, they have much home-work when 
| no out- vox. | 4 

16. Prop. There is a vaſt difference betwixt 
; thoſe Fields which, have been well husbanded, and 
' reſt by a skilful and diligent Husbandman; and 


tho 
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. work, but ſuch as brings in preſent pay; he there- 


np again: Yet, mean-while, they are not idle, but 


Reſ. Even ſo in God's Husbandry, tis an un- 


— 


. Nr |" 
| 


thoſe tht have been long out of Husbandry, How 


fragrant is the one? How dry and barren the o-— 


ther? When yor paſs by a Field well dreſſed and 


that a good Husband lives there, _ 

Reſ. Thus ſtands the caſe betwixt thoſe places 
which-God hath bleſt with a faithful painfal Mi- 
niſtry, and ſuch as have none, or worſe than none : 
For as the Husbandman's coſt and pains appears in 
the verdant, and fragrant hew of his Fields; ſo a 
Miniſter's pains and diligence is (ordinarily) ſeen 


in the heavenly Lives, and flouriſhing Graces of the 
People. The Churches of Corinth and Theſſalonica, 
{| where Paul and other holy Inſtruments ſpent much 


of their time and pains, became famous and flou- 
riſhing Churches, 2 Cor. 9. 2. A ſpecial bleſſing 
comes along with a godly Miniſter, to the place 
where ſpecial Providence aſſigns him. Such places 
like Gideon's Fleece, have the Dew of Heaven lying 


Jon them, whilſt others ronnd about are dry and 


barren. | | 

17. Prop. The Husbandman is not diſcouraged, 
though the Seed lye long under the clods, he knows 
it will ſpring up at laſt, and reward him, or thoſe 


that comes after him, for their pains and patience -- 


in waiting for it. 8880 

Ref. Miniſters ſhould not be preſently diſcoura- 
ged in their work, becauſe they ſee but littje or no 
appearance of all the Seed they have ſown among 


the People. The ſervant of the Lord muſt be patient 
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fenced, every thing proſperous, and in exqulite | 
order, you may know without farther enquiry, _ 


1 
| 


» 
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towards all, waiting if at any time God will give them | 


repentance, 2 Tim, 24. 25. And if it never ſpring 
— 8 - — : i up 
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5 there leave fruicfal influences. 


the longer the Husbandman Tills his ground, the 
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be that reapeth, receiverb wages, 
| tanto life eternal, that both be that ſoweth, 


end forth thither the foot of the ox and the aſs, 113. 


= it may after his death ; andif wo, 
he ſhall not fall of bis reward, Joby 4. 36, 37. And 
and gathereth fruit 
and be that || the 
reapeth may rejoice together ; and herein is that ſaying || Jo! 
true, one ſoweth, and another reapeth, ' Though Mi: Ga 
niſters die, yet their Words live; yea, their | cot 


$ Words take hold of Men when they are in the | the 


Duſt, Zech. 1.6. - ebt 
18. Prop. Husbandmen find low Grounds and I tbe- 
Valleys moſt fertile. Hills, how loftily ſoever | : 
they over-top the lower grounds, yet anſwer got || and 
the Husbandman's pains, as the Valleys do. Theſe ff fwe 


- are beſt watered and ſecured from the ſcorching Hec 


heat of the Sun. A 
_ Ref. Experience ſhews us, that the bumbleſt [leſs 
Saints are moſt fruitful vnder the Goſpel. The/etber 


are they that receive with mec int ſ the ingrafted word, abo 
James 1. 21. whoſe influences abide in them as the Ito b 


Rain doth in the low Valleys. Happy is that Mi- 
niſter whoſe Lot falls in ſuch a pleaſant Valles. 
Bleſſed are they that ſow beſide all ſuch waters, that 


32. 20, Among theſe Valleys run the pleaſant H 
Springs, and purling Brooks, which fertilize the 
Neighbouring ground. Heavenly Ordinances 


19. Prop. The firlt Crop is uſually the beſt; and 
leſs it produces. After a few years its vigou 


and ſtrength is ſpent. _ 
Reſ. The firſt Entertainment of the Goſpel is 


commonly the beſt ; and what good is done by the 0 


Miniſtry, 


. — — — — - 


* — wi - — — 3 PO —— 4 9 — — { 


- Miniſtry, is often done at its firſt entrance. New 
things are pretty, and very taking. John at. firſt 
was to the Jews a: burning and a ſhining light, and 
they were willing L for a ſeaſon ] io rejoice in his light, 
John 5. 35. Paul was highly valued among the 
Galatzans at firſt: Such was their Zeal, that they 
| could have pluckt out their Eyes, and have given 
them to him; but how quickly did this full Tide 
ebb again? For he complains, 6 l. 4. 1 5. Where 
1 | then is the bleſſedneſs ye ſpake of? 
| 20. Prop. Laſtly, When Fields prove barren, 
tand will not quit the Husbandman's coſt, nor an- 
ell ſwer the Seed he ſows in them, he plucks up the 
g Hedges, and laies it waſte, 2 
Reſ. So when Churches grow formal and fruit - 
ſtNleſs, the Lord removes his Goſpel- preſence from 
them; plucks up the Hedge of his protection from 
4 Jabout them, and lays them open, as waſte ground, 
e050 be over- run by their Enemies, Jer. 7.12. Go 
li-Ito Shiloh, and fee what I did unto it. What is be- 
. Icome of thoſe once famous and flouriſhing Churches 
„t lof Aſia? Are they not laid waſte, and trodden 
. (down by Infidels? And now go to (ſaith the great 
ant Husbandman) 7 will tell you what F will do to my 
rhelſ®'neyard; J will pull up the hedge thereof, and it ſhall 
ces Nt laid waſie, Iſa. 5. 5. | 
Thus you ſee the Allegory opened in its par- 
andſticulars: From the whole, I ſhall preſent you 
thelaich theſe five enſuing Corollar ies. 
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Cant. 6. 2. and betwixt its pleaſant Banks, a Chry- 


 Bernw4 were ſo raviſhed with the delights of hi: al 


jjects to feed his Eyes, and fragrant. Smells, and 
ſweet and various tunes of Birds, together wich the 


provide, even for the poor | How much more ſhould 


| Scituation, is mount Sion. Of whom it may much 


0 
” — — — — 


5 Err — aboviriall the People 8 rol 
: is a waſte Wilderneſs; all other places, how plea- Iz rael. 
- fant ſoe ver, in reſpect of their natural amænity 


peculiar inheritance? The reſt ci the Works fen 


Pri 


and delights, are truly enough called the dark} Che 
Places of the Earth; diſimal, ſolitary Cells, where Eye 
Zim and lun, Bitterns ,Cormorants,and every dole- 
ful Creature dwells.” But the Church is the Para- 
diſe of the Earth, a Garden encloſed, Cant. 4. 1 2. in 
whoſe Hedges the Goſpel-birds chirp and ſing 
melodiouſly, Cant. 2. 1 2. Its Beds, are Beds of Spices, 


ſtal River of living Water runs, Rev. 22. 1. the 
Streams whereof make glad the City of God, inf 
the midſt thereof the Lord himſelf delights to walk = 
O Sion | With what Pleafures doſt thou abound l If. 


Monaſtery, becauſe of its green Banks, and ſhady,” | 
Bowers, and Herbs, and Trees and various Ob- | 


opportunities.of devout Contemplation, that he 
cried out admiringly, Lord! Wheat delights doſt thau 


we be raviſhed with Sia Sioms glory? For beautiful fu. 


more truly be ſaid, what a Chroni 
Speed'sChron, cler of our own once ſaid of Eng lind, 
Thar it is the Fcrtunate Iſiand, the 
Paradiſe of Pleaſure, the Garden of God, whoſe 
Valleys are like Eden, whoſe Hills are as Lebanon 
whoſe: Springs are as | Piſgah, whoſe Rivers are a5 


Teen whoſe Wall is the Ocean, and — 
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|fence | is the Lord Jebowab. Happy art thou, O 1/- 
rat, who is like unto thee? Who can count the 


| Churches? O let it never ſeem a light thing in our 


Eyes, that we grow within his bleſſed incloſare. 
How ſweet a Promiſe is that, Exod. 19. 5. Te ſhall 
be to me @ peculiar treaſure, above al 3 : all 
the Earth i is mine, 

The Second cem. 


s £2 Iv 


_— 
4 


4 God's Husbandry, which is fo planted, watered, 

enced, filled with favours and mercies, 'be like the 
„tren Heath! in the Deſert ? Sui ely it ſhould be 
Vid of every Soul that grows here, as the Hiſtorian 
ſaith of Spain, that there is nibil infru@uoſum, nihil 


15 


y PVineyard | is . in a very fruitful Hill, /F. 1. 


ind ſurely they that are planted in the Houſe of the 


rd, 2 flouriſh in the Court of our God; they 
ld brin forth fruit, even in old age, to ſhew that 


" hriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God bath or dain- 
d they ſhould walk in, Eph. 2. 10. They are mar- 
ied unto Chriſt, that "they might bring forth fruit to 
od, Rom. 7. 4. An empty Branch is a diſhonour | 
o the Root that bears i it, a barren Field to the 


bat | — his Fields, which he ſuffers in the Wil * 
i; ne ib 

| As - The Third Corollary. 

che Church be God®s Husbandry, then there 
|  foch 2 ſpecial gracious . of the Lord in bs 
is 
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Hence i it follows, That Spiritual Barrenneſs is 
A great reproach and ſhame to Chriſtians. Shall 
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Priviledges wherewith Chriſt hath inveſted his 
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erile; nothing barren or unfrvirtul in it. Gods 
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0d is u abe, Pal. 92. 13, 14. They are created in 


usbandman that owns it; God cannot endure 
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both Saints and Angels walk, beholding the glor) 
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The PROEM. 
his Churches, as is not to be found in all the 
World befide. Where may you expect to find 
the Husbandman, but in his own Fields ? There 


les his buſineſs, and there he delights to be. And 


where may we expect to find God, but in the Aſ- If 
ſemblies of his Saints? He walks among the golden that 
Candleſticks, Rev. 2. 1. | will walk among youſ Men 
(faith he) and be your God, 2 Cor. 6.16, Upon] a i 


this account the Church is called Jehovah Shammab, I the 1 


the Lord is there, Exeł. 48. uit. You may ſee theſ hout 


: footſteps of God in the Creatures ; but the face of man | 


God is only to be ſeen in his Ordinances. Hencef ſtand 
Pſalm 27. 4. David long d for the Temple, that bel hom 
might ſee the beauty of the Lord. Now what iq preju 
beauty, but a ſymetry and proportion of Parts N his Fi 
In the work of Creation, you ſee one Attribute prune 
manifeſted in one thing, and another, in another that , 


thing; but in the SanFuary you may ſee beauty, qualif 


even all the Attributes of God diſplayed there: Wor! 
And indeed, we find in Scripture ſuch aſtoniſhingſ ed of 
expreſſions about the Viſions of God in his Church, ¶ nord o 
that in reading them, a Man can ſee little diffe · ed wit 
rence betwixt it and Heaven; for as the Church nacle- 
is called Heaven, Mat. 25. 1. ſo its deſcription is xill at 


like that of Heaven, Heb. 1 2. 22, 23. Tou are comiſ ſterial 


to the heavenly Jeruſalem,and to an innumerable com-r,z.. 
pany of Angels &c. And Rev. 4. 22. They ſhall ſee As Ch 


his face and his name ſhall be written in their forehe ad: for his 
And v.24. The ſaints are repreſented, ſtanding neareſt} c. t 


to the throne of God, than the Angels themſelves.Je 
Hence alſo Ordinances are called Gallers s,in which 


{he My 
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of him that fits upon the Throne, Zech. 3. J. I 4 
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will keep my ways, I will give you galleries to wall in, 
nee dow char Pain, — bs 


The Fourth Corollary. 


that be imployed in Miniſterial Work ought to be 
Men of great Judgment and Experience in Soul 


[| 
If the Church be God's Husbandry, then thofe 


2 1 


Affairs; for theſe are the Labourers whom God, 


the Myftical Husbandman imploys and entruſts a- 
bout his Spiritual Husbandry. Should a Husband- 
man imploy ignorant Perſons, that neither under- 
ſtand the Rules, nor proper Seaſons of Husbandry; 
how much would ſuch Workmen damnifie and 
_ prejudice him? He will not imploy ſuch to weed 
his Fields,as know not Wheat from Tares; or to 
prune his Trees, that think Midſummer as fit for 
that work as December; much leſs will God. He 
[qualifies all that he ſends, with Wiſdom for their 
| Work. His workmen approve themſelves workmen in- 


deed, fuch as need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 


word of truth, 2 Tim.2.15. As Bexaleel was forniſh- 


"Jed with wiſdom. before he was imployed in Taber- 


nacle-work, ſo Chriſt inſtru&s his Servants, with 


"Fskill and infight, before they are imployed in Mini- 
ſterial-work. He gives them a Mouth and Wiſdom, 


"PLuke2 1,1 5.indues them with Power from on high: | 


As Chriſt was filled abundantly with the Spirit 
for his Work, fo according to proportion, are 
"Ithoſe that are ſent by him, Jobs 20.21 ,22. As my 
Father ho:h ſent me, ſo ſend I you. And as for thoſe 
0 hat run before they are ſent, and underſtand not 


hem bur this; Father, forgive them, for they know 
uot what they do, = it DS 
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Phe Myſteries of the Goſpel, I ſhall ſay no more of a 
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The Fifth Corollary. ÞH— 

To conclude, If the Church be God's Husban . 
dry, that is, if Husbandry have ſo many reſem-] / 
blances of God's Works about the Church in it 
then how inexcuſable is the ignorance of Husband-· » 
men in the things of God, who beſides the Word 
of the Goſpel, have the teaching of the Creatures; 

and can hardly turn their hands to any part off 
their Work, but the Spirit hiats one Spiritual uſc 

Hi 


or other from it to their Souls? How do the Scrip 
-- turesabound with Parables, and lively Similitude 
I taken from Husbandry ? From the Field, the Seed 
" the Plow, the Barn, from threſhing and winnow 
ing; ſimilitudes alſo from planting, graffing, and 
pruning of Trees; and not a few from the order 
ing of Cattel. So that to what buſineſs foever you 
turn your hands, in any part of your Calling, ſtil Upor 
Gad meets you with one Heavenly Inſtruction off 
bother. But alas! How few are able to improve In 
their Civil Imployments to ſuch excellent ends Wi 
I beſe things are but briefly hinted in the Scrip 
; tures, and thoſe hints ſcattered up and down, tha 
they know not where to find them; and if they 
could, yet would it be difficult fo to methodize 
them, as it is neceſſary they {hould be, in order tc 
their due improvement, by Meditation. : 
And therefore | judged it neceſlary to collect 
and ꝓꝑ repare them for their uſe; and in this man 
ner to-preſent them to you, as you find them Fork, i 
the following Chapters. Read, cor fider, andafon o 
apply; and the Lord make you:gaoe HusbandJ: Som 
for your own Cl. wing 
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„ MARIT PART: --* 
Husbandry Spiritualized. 
CHAP. I. 


| Upon the Induſtry of the Husbandman. © 


In the laborious Hu:handman you ſee, 
What all true Chriſtians are, or ought to be. 


— 


— 
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OBSERVATION. 


HE Imployment of the Husbandmani 
by all acknowledged to be very Jabori- 
0 ous; there is a multiplicity of Buſinefs 
Incumbent on him. The end of one 
york, is Fat the beginning of another, Every 
aaſon of tle Year brings its proper work with 


yowing, ſowing, harrowing, weeding, or reap- 
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A Sometir .es you find him in bis Fields, dreſſing, * © 
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- 22 FHusbanary Spiritadlized;, Of, 7 
ing; and ſometimes in his Barn, threſhing, or & 
\ winnowing ; ſometimes in his Orchard, planting, 
- grafling, or pruning his Trees; and ſometimes 
among his Cattel: So that he hath no time to be 
idle. And as he hath a multiplicity of buſineſs, 
ſo every part of it is full of toyl, and ſpending la- 
bour: He eats not the Bread of Idleneſs, but 
earns it before he eats it; and as it were, dips 
it in his own ſweat, whereby it becomes the ſwee- 
ter to him. Though ſin brought in the Husband- 
man's ſweat, Gen. 3.19. yet now not to ſweat 
would increaſe his ſid, Exek. 16. 49. - 


3 APPLICATION. f the o 
Ehold bere the Life of a ſerious Chriſtian, every 
ſhadowed forth to the Life. As the Life offyithin j 
a Husbandman, ſo the Life of a Chriſtian is no idle, vou 
or eaſie Life. They that take up Religion forffor Chr 
oſtent ation, and not for an occupation, and thoſe that york. ; 
place the buſineſs of it in notions,and idle ſpecula-rork: it 
tions, in forms, geſtures, and external obſervances, In the c 
may think, and call it ſo: But ſuch as devote them - f work 
ſelves unto it, and make Religion their buſineſs, e may ſ 
will find it no eaſie Work, to exerciſe themſelvesſhre neve 
to godlineſs. Many there are, that affect the re - Nom ma 
putation and ſweet of it, who cannot endure the la- ecover . 
bour, and ſweat of it. If Men might be indulgedÞich . 3 
to divide their hearts betwixt God and the World io be qu 
or do cull out the cheap and eaſie duties of it, andſhis js de 
4. negle& the more difficult and coſtly ones, it wer eral Re 
an eaſie thing to be a Chriſtian : But ſu £.y to hav buſine 
reſpect to all God's Commandments, to live the usband 
ite. as well as ſpeak the Langoage of a Cliriſtian Yor agly 


. The Wewventy ufe of earthly Tig. 23 © 
be holy in all manner of Converſation is not ſo 
fie. This will be evident, by comparing the Life 
a Chriſtian, wich the Life of a Husbandman, in 
eſe five Particulars : wherein it will appear that 
e work of a Chriſtian 1 by much the Rn 
Vork of the Wo. 

3. The Hosbendman hath much to do, many 
ings to look after; but the Chriſtian mote : If 
e reſpe& the extenſiveneſs of his work, he bath 


large Field indeed to labour in, P/al. 119. 96. 


by Commandment is exceeding broad; of a valt ex- 
ent and latitude, comprizing not only a multitude 


fexternal Ad and Duties, and guiding the Offices 


f the outward Man about them, but alſo taking 
n every thought and motion of the inner Man 
vithin its Compaſs 


| You find in the Word, a world of Work cut out 


or Chriſtians; there's bearing work, praying 
york, readin 85 meditating, and ſelf-cxamining 
ork; it puts him alſo upon a conſtant watch over 
ll the corruptions of his heart. Oh, what a world 
ff work hath a Chriſtian about them? For of them 
e may ſay as the Hiſtorian doth of Hannibal, They 
re never quiet, whether conquering,or conquered, 
ow many weak languiſhing Graces hath he to 


eco ver, improve, and ſtrengthen? There is a weak 


o be quickened and invigorated. And when all 


ff buſineis- acumbent on him. as a Parent, Child, 
usband, V 'ife, Maſter, Servant, or Friend. yea, 
lot * to Friends, but Enemies. And beſide all 


— 
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aith, a languiſhing Love, dull and faint Deſires 


his is done, what a multitude of work do bis ſe- 
eral Rel-tions exact from him? He hath a world 
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: this,how many difficult — 
. and ſuffered for Chriſt? And yet will not God al 
low his People in the —_ 
ian that hath not 4 
to every command, and is not holy in all manne 
of Converſation, Pſal. 119. 6. 2 Pet. 3.11. every 
one of theſe Duties, like the ſeveral, Spokes in a 
„ Wheel, come to bear in the whole round of a Chri 
ſtian's Converſation: So that he hath more wor 
2 _ bis hands than the Husbandman. 
þ . The Husbandman's work is confeſſed. to b. 
. work, but not like the Chriſtian's. Wha! 
 ÞAuguſtus ſaid of the young Roman, is verified it 
.. the true Chriſtian, quid vault, valde vult 
- Whatſoeverhe doth in Religion, he doth to pur} 
© Poſe. Under the Law, God rejected the Snail and he 
| : —2— Levit. 1 1. 30; Exod. 13.13. And undeiſ it i 
1 Gol » be allows no fluggiſh lazy Profeſſor} bui 
1 da 5. 11, 13. Sleepy Duties are utterly un ſui- Th 
table to the Living God; he will have the veryſi as | 
Spirits diſtilled and offered up to him in every his 
Duty, John 4. 24. be beſtows upon his People, thay Sat 
very ſubſtance and kernel of Mercies, and will nol to 
accept from them the ſhells and ſhadows of Dutieg evi 
not the skin, but the inwards, and the fat that cc 
Vereth the inwards, was required under the Law 
Exod. 29. 30. And every Sacrifice under the Go 
- fpel, muſt be ſacrificium medullatum a Sacrifice fu 
of Marrow; obſerve the manner in which thei 
work is to be performed. 
© _ Fom, 2. 11, la ſerving God, fer: cat in Spi 
tit, or hiffiag . 


27 


5 . "ua * 
— 


i Tim. 4. J. in godlineſs, exercifing or ſtrip- 


ol ping themſelves as tar a Race. 


Luke 1 3. 24. ln the purſuit of happineſs, 


q ſtriving even to an Agony. 


Ads 264 7. In Prayer, ſerving God inſtantly , 


or in a ſtretched-out manner; ea, pouring our 


ri theirs hearts before him, P/al. 62. 8. as it the Body 


were left like a dead Cor ps up tae knees, whilſt 


the Spirit is departed from it, and aſcended to 


neh oe of earthly things. 5 7 
| 2 Pet. 1. 10. In ſecuring. Salvation, diligent - 
or doing it throughly, and enough. | 


God. This is the manner of his work; judge 


then how much harder this work is than to ſpeud 


the ſweat of the Brow in manual labour. 


3. The Husbandman finds his work as he left it, 


he can begin one day where he left the other; but 


it is not fo with the Chriſtian, a bad heart and a 


buſie Devil,diſorder-and ſpoil his work every day. 
The Chriſtian finds not his heart in the mor ning, 
as he left it at night; and even when he is about 


his work, kowmany ſet - backs doth hg niect with: .. 
Satan ſtand at his right hand (the working hand 
to teſiſt him, Zech. 3. 1. when-he would do good, 

evil (the evil of his own heart and nature) is 


preſent with him. : ES 

4 The Husbandman hath ſome reſting days; 
when he throws aſide all his work, and takes his 
recreation ; but the Chriſtian hath no reſting day, 


til his dying day; and then be ſhall reſt frem Þis - | 
Flabours. Religion allows no idle day, Lut requires 


1 Cor. 15. 58. When one Duty is done, anc ther 


| As 4 
him to be % ways abounding in the work of the 1urd, - © 
calls for hum; the Lord's day is a day of reit tuthe 

os 2 __ Hosbanuman 
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Hrsbãndman, but no day in the Week ſo laborious 
to the Chriſtian. O *ris a ſpending day to him. 
When he hath gathered in the Crop of one Duty. 


be is not to ſit down ſatisfied therewith or ſay as 
that rich worldling did, Luke 12. 19. Soul take 
' thine eaſe, thou haſt goods laid up for many years; 
but muſt to plow again, and count ir well if the 
Vintage reach to the Seed-time, Levit. 26. 5. [ 


mean, if the ſtrength, influence, and comfort of 


one Duty, hold our to another Duty; and that gt 
may be ſo, and there be no room left for idlenels, 


God hath appointed Ejaculatory Prayer, to fill up 


the intervals, betwixt ſtated and the more ſolemn 
Duties, Theſe are to keep in the Fire, which 


kindled the morning Sacrifice, to kindle the even- 


ing Sacrifice, When can the Chriſtian fit down 
and ſay, Now all my work is ended, I have not hing 


to do without doors, or within ? : 
© Laſtly, There is a time when the labour of the 


Husbandman is ended; old Age and weakneſs 


takes him off from all Imploy mentsz they can only 
look upon their Labourers, but cannot do a ſtroke 
of work themſelves ; they can tell you what they 
did in their younger years, but now ( fay they) 
we muſt leave it to younger people: We cannot be 
young always; but the Chriſtian is never ſuper- 


annuated as to the work of Religion; yea, the 


longer he lives, the more his Maſter expects from 
him. When he is full of days, God expects he 


bring forth fruits in old age, they ſba be fat and 


flouriſhing. 
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Mould be full of fruits, Pſalm 92. 14 They ſbal 


REFLECTIONS. 
- 1. How hard have | laboured for 
the Meat that periſheth ? Prevenred 1 % ne 
the dawning df the day, and labour- . A 
ed as in the very Fire,and yet is the 44. 
Chriſtian's work harder than mine? Surely then, + 


I never yet underſtood the work of Chriſtianity, 1 


Alas, my ſleepy Prayers, and formal Duties, even 
all that ever | performed in my Life, never coſt me 
that pains, that one hour at Plow hath done. I 
have either wholly neglected, or at beſt ſo lazily 

performed Religious Duties, that I may truly ſay, 


IJ offer to God what coſt me nothing. Wo is me 


poor wretch ! How is the Judgment of Corab ſpi- 
ritually executed upon me? The Earth opened 
her mouth, and ſwallowed up his Body; but it 
hath opened its mouth and ſwallowed up my heart, 
my time, and all my affections. How far am 1 
from the Kingdom of God ! 

2. And how little better is mp 
caſe, who have indeed profeſſed Re- iy o_ 
ligion, but never made it my buſi- „. — 
neſs ? Will an empty(though ſplen- IS. 
did) profeſſion ſave me? How many brave Ships 
have periſhed in the Storms, notwithſtanding their 


fine Names, the Proſperous, the Succeſs, the Happy 
| Return? A fine Name could not protect them 


from the Rocks, nor will ir ſave me from Yell. AY 


' have done by Religion, as I ſhould have done by 


the Wet d ; prayed, as if prayed not; and heard, 
as if I hea:d not. I have given to God but the 
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Hulu Spiritualized;, Or, || 
E ſhadow of Duty, and can never expect from him IO! 


a real Reward. ; 33 
„ „„ 3. How valike a Chriſtian doſt I in 
. Leet, thou alſo (O my Soul ) go about | de 
Fu chi, thy work; though upright in the I (1: 
E | main, yet how little Zeal and Acti- an 
vity doſt thou expreſs in thy Duties? Awake Love | to 
and Zeal, ſeeſt thou not the toyl and pains Men ¶ co 
tanke for the world: How do they prevent the 
; dawning of the day? And labour as in the very 
Tire till night; and all this for a trifle! Should 
not every drop of Sweat which I ſee trickle from ¶ Re 
their Brows, fetch (as it were) a drop of Blood Þ W 
from my heart? Who am thus convinced and re- 7 
proved of ſhameful lazineſs, by their indefatigable A4 
diligence. Do they pant after the duſt of the /f 
Earth? Amos 2. 7. And ſhall not I pant after God: C. 
P̃ſal. 42. 1. Ab, my Soul! it was not wont to be ſo Sh 
with thee, in the days of my firſt Profeſſion. Should I Fe 
l have had no more Communton with God in h 
Duties then, it would have broken my heart: 1 I 77 
ſhould have been weary of my Life. Is this a time | 
or one to ſtand idle, who ſtands at the door of 0 
Eternity? What, now {11ck-handed, when ſo near | }/ 
my Everlaſting Reſt ! Rom. 1 3. 11. or haſt thou | 
dund the work of God ſo unpleaſant to thee? Prov. H 
3:17. Or the Trade of Godlineſs ſo unprofitable? F _; 
.  Pfal. 19. 11. Or knoweſt thou not, that Millions /. 
nao in Hel] periſhed for want of ſerious diligence I 7] 
in Religion, Luke 13. 34. Nor doth my diligence þ. $5 
„for God, anſwer to that which Chriſt hagh done | ?7 
and ſuffered, to purchaſe my Happin s: Or to | 3 
tze Yreparations he hath made in Heaven for 5 4 
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Or doſt thou forget that thy Maſters Eye is al- 2 | 
ways upon thee, whilſt thou art lazing and loyter- 
ing? Or would the Damned live at this rate as l J 
do if their day of Grace might be recalled ? For j 
ſhame (my Soul) for ſhame ! Rovze up thy ſelf, © 
and fall to thy work, with a diligence anſwerable | 
to the weight thereof ; for it is no vain, work 
concerning thee, it is thy Lite. | 
' 
The POEM. | 
Religion When advanc'd in Power, | 
BHT make you Husband every hour, 

'Twill make Men ſtrive with all their m abe, 

And therein Find 2 fweet delight. | 

If there were Nought beſides thut pay | 

Chriſt gives To chear.us in our ray 

Should we not Do the beſt we can: * 

For there's No fuch reward from man. | 

Shall others Work, and not regard 5 

Their ſtrengtb, To get a ſmall reward, f 

Whilſt we Turn ſlugs, and loyter "Thus 7 | 

Oh that Their Zeal might quicken us 

Why are our Hands, and Feet fo ſlow, - 

When we Unto our buſineſs go? | 
How can we hen Chriſt's pay ex ect, 1 
Lind yet the Chriſtian's work ei 2 
If this, tben Alſo that; embraces ; 
Them both : If not, we both diſgrace, . 

Sone ix They could theſe two divide, 

*T would Pleaſe them well, with Chriſt to 7 de. 
But if they © May not, then mod, 3 + 
As good Ceaſe peading * l not bear... 0 

. Rant 
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From ſloth, (my Soul) betake Se 


Kat: xe up — 
bee to thy Work, no cavils make. a 
D ſtrive, And try! Saints ſay that even di 
The pain they Take, hath much of Heaven. th 
Bat yet Their beſt Vine s kept till laſt, be 


T heir reſt and Eaſe comes all ſo faſt. 
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CHAP. u. 


VD pon the Thriftineſs of the Husbandman. c 
| 8 ; Ct 
| The hardeſt Labourers are the thriving Men, i 
| if youll have thriving Souls, be ative then. 1 
F - | 4 
| OBSERVATION. 3 


) 
Nduſtry and Diligence is the way to thrive and 
grow Rich in the World. The Earth muſt be 
manured, Toy its increaſe is in vain expected; Qui f 
fun molam, fugit farinam ; he that refuſes the 
Mill, refuſes the Meal, ( ſaich the Proverb ) The 
+ diligent Soul ſhall be made fat. Solomon hath two 
+ Proverbs concerning thrifcineſs and increaſe in | 
tzbe world. In Prov. 10. 4. he faith, The hand of | 
the diligent Makethrich, And ver. 22. he ſait a 
' - bleſſing of the Lord makethrich. Theſe are n | 
tradickory, but confirmatory each of other; o: c — 
of the principal, the other of the inſtrume tal cauſe. 
Diligence without God's bleſſing will not do it; 
aud that bleſſing cannot be een without dili- | 
? 2. l | _Eences a 
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with unwearied pains, they do even lodge in the 


mid ſt of their labours as that good Husband Boaz * 


did, Ruth 2. 3. They are parſimonious of their 


time, but prodigal of their ſweat and ſtrengtb, ; 


becauſe they ſind this to be the thriving way. 
APPLICATION. 


* S Nature opens her Treaſures to none but 


"A the diligent, ſo neither doth Grace. He that 


will de rich, muſt be a painful Chriſtian ;, and who- 


ſoever will cloſely_ply the Trade of Godlineſs ſhall 
comfortably and quickly find, That in keeping God's 
commands there is great reward, Pſal. 1g. 11. God 
is a bountiful remar der of ſuch as diligentiy ſceł him, 
Heb. 11.6. They muſt not indeed. 

work for wages, nor yet will God Non mercent- 


| ſuffer their work to go unrewarded; i ſed operarii. 


yea, it ſufficiently rewards it ſelf, 


x > R 
gence; therefore Husbandmen ply their buſineſs 


1 Tim, 6. 6. And its reward is twofold; (1.) 


Preſent, and in Part; (2.) Future, and in full, 
Mark 10. 29, 30 Now in this time an hundted- 


fold, even from ſuffering, which leems the molt 


unprofitable part of the work, and in the world to 
come Life everlaſting. If you ask what preſent ad- 
vantage Chriſtians have by their diligence ? I an- 
| ſwer, as much and more than the Husbandman - 
hath from all his toyls and labours. Let us com- 
pare the particulars, and ſee what the Hus band- 
man gets, that the Chriſtian gets not alſo Com- 


pare your gains, and you?ll quickly ſee the odde. 


1, You get Credit and Reputation by your dili- 


«46 


| gence; tis commendation and honour to you to 
E's De __ 
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; * honour doth God pnt upon his laborious Servants? 
- *Tis-the higheſt honour of a Creature to be active 


2. 21. Wherein conſiſts the honour of Angels bur 


in Duty, 
= they that are are moſt aQive for God, have the fulleſt | 


| * 
A Nr 
Th 7 — '=1 2 + 2 ” 
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and uſeful for its God. Saints are called veſſels of 
banour, as they are fitted for the Maſter's uſe, 2 Tĩm. 


in this, that they are miniſtring Spirits, ſervice- 


. able Creat ures? And all the Apoſtles gloried i inthe Þ - 


Title of Servants. - The loweſt office in which a ll pri 


Man can ſerve Gad, even to that of a Netlhunim, or be 
Door: keeper, which was the loweſt Order or Rank ||| ſo" 
of Officers in the Honſe of God, Exel. 44. ro, 11, I of 
is yet preferred by David before the ſervice of the I 2: 
greateſt Prince on Earth, Pſal. 84 10. "Tis no If 2 


{mall honour to be active for Gd. R 
2 Yon have this benefit by your labour, that 1 f 
thereby you avoid looſe and eyii Company, which . 
would draw you into miſchief, By diligence for 
God, the Chriſtian alſo is ſecured from Temptati- 
ons; God is with them, while they are with bim, 
2 Chron. 15. 2. Communion with God in the way 


of Duty is a great Preſervarive againſt Temptati- 
ons. The Sebool- men put the queſtion, how the 


Angels and glorified Saints become impeccant? 
And reſolve it chas: That they are ſceured from 
ſin, hy the Beatifical Viſion ; and fure l am that the 
Viſons of God, not only in Glory, but now alſo 
are mar vehous defences againſt ſin; and 


and cleareſt Viſions of God, Joby 14. 122 
3. Lou have this benefit by your labour, that 

it tends much to the health of your Badiey. The 

Chriſtian ou this benefit by his labour, that ĩt 
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ds to a healthful ſtate of Soul; The way of be 


is ſweet to a labour in | tile Or 
, much. But the A eur Life of a Chriſtian makes 


£ They can get in an hour, that which.they wifl 


of 2 7 + * - - _ — 
* : 2 . © 2 * 1 
. T7 % | 


Lord is ſtrength to theupright, Prov.10. 29. As thoſe © 
that follow their daily 8 the Field, have © 
much more health than Citizens that live idlely, _ 
or Scholars that live a ſedentary Life. So the 
Active Chriſtian enjoys more ſpiritual Health, and 
is troubled with fewer Complaints than others. 

4. By diligence in your Civil Imployments, you -- 
preſerve your Eſtates, and are kept from running 
behind-hand in the world. Bayliffs trouble not 
ſuch Mens doors; they uſually have the fore foot 
of their neighbours. And by activity and dili- 
gence for God, Souls are kept from backſlidiag, --. 
and running back in their Graces and Comforts. 
Remiſſions and Intermiſſions in our Duties are the 
firſt ſteps and degrees by which a Soul declines + * 
and waltes as to his Spiritual Eſtate. * 


5. Your-paias and diligence iu the Fields makes 1 
your Beds ſweet to you at night, Ecxleſ. 5. 12. Refs by 
man, whether he eat little o 


3 


the clods of the valley, his Grave ſwect to him, 
'2 CF, 1. 12. 31 1 10. 3. Remember now, O0 
Lord, bow 1 bave waled before thee, &c. Think # 


Chriſtian, how ſweet it will be for thee, when 4 
thou comeſt to die; to ſay then as thy Rey 
did, when near his death, Job 17. 4. 5, I bave ſi- 
niſhed the work that thou gaveſt me to ao; aud nom, O 


Father, gloriſie me with thine-opn ſelf. 


6. The expence of your Sweat fills your Parſes, 4 
you get Eſtates by your diligence and labour; bur 
what are your gains to the gains of Christians 2 


D 3 
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n Sprntaelized;. Or, 0 
ug part with 2 the Gold and _— on Earth 
Prop. 3. 14. | 

So that compare theſe Labourers, asto all thei 
282 and you ſhall ſee that there is nc 


Trade lice that which the —— Chriſtian 
drives. 


aa 3 | i 
Fir ſt, Bluſh then, O my ,at the 
. le ul conſideration. of thy jazineis and 
Y 555. ſloch which is attended with fo ma- 
ny Spiritual wants! And can J 


wonder at it, when I refuſe the painful way of 


Duty, in which the precious fruits of godlineſs 
æ⁊re only to be found? If theſe fruits lay upon the 
'  farface of Duty, or could be had with wiſhes, 1 
+ thonld not want them; but to dig deep and take 
pPains I cannot. My deüres, like thoſe of the ſloth- 
fal Man, kill me, becauſe my 'hands refuſe to labour, 
Prov. 21. 25. If every duty wgge to be rewarded 
_ preſently with Gold, would | Wt have been more 

aſſiduous in them, than l have been? And yet [ 


Gold and Silver, O what a compoſition of ſtupi- 
dity and floth am 1 ! I have been all for the ſhort 
eut to Comfort, when conſtant experience teach- 


ty, is the neareſt way to it. What pains do Hus- 
. bandmen take? What perils do Seamen ron for a 


| thing for Eternal Treaſures ? - 


+ ofthe Holy Ghoſt, is better than a Houſe full of 


| know that a heart full of the Grace and Comfort 
b eth, that the tarther way about, by painful Du- 


little gain? O flug giſn ena ! Wilr thou do no- 


' The heevenly aft of earthly things. 35 
Secondly, If there be ſuch great reward attend- 7; 
bei ing diligence in Duty, then why art thou ſo apt 
iy ( © my Soul) to caſt off Duty, becauſe thou find- 

1 eſt not preſent Comfort in ir? How quickly ami 
as diſcouraged, if I preſently find not what l expe&®-} 
in Duty? Whereas, the Well is deep, and much 
pains muſt be taken to draw up thoſe Waters of 
Joy, Ja. 12. 3. There is a golden Vein in tos | 
Mount of Duty, but it lyes deep; and becauſe I ! 
meet not with it as ſoon as | expect, my lazy 2 
Heart throws by the Showelzand cr ies, dig l cannot. 
iq rep, if * indeed mw DP 4 4 
rich and thriving Trade, why dol „ 7 F2- 
ils peddle about — poor low things ling W f 
1 ot the World ſo much, neglecting NE 
the rich Trade of Godlineſs for it? O, how 8 

b. woch of my time and ſtrength have theſe things 4 
derovred? Had I employed that time in Com- 

munion with God, would it not have turn'd to a 
better account? Think'ſt thou in earneſt, Oo my 

; Soul, that God hath endowed thee with ſuch ex- 
cellent Faculties, capable of the moſt Divine and + 
Heavenly Employmeats,or that Feſas Chriſt hatlr : 
ſhed his invaluable precious Blood, or that he hath 
ſent forth the glorious Spirit of Holineſs, and alt* 
this to fit Men for no higher or nobler Employ- © 


A 4. Ph OT -Q Ry,” * 


4 


ments than theſe? . | 2 
ls this the end of thy wonderful Creation? Doth 
God whirl about the Heavens in endleſs revoluti- 
ons, te deget time for this? Or doth he no. rather 
expect that the weightieſt work ſhould engrofs 
thy greateſt ſtrength, and choiceſt hours? O, that | 
could once conſider, what a good Maſter Chriſti- 
1 RR 3 ans. 


B ” — ' I 
— — — A _ 4. Berea. _ — -- -© at. ” BY 


F 
. * 


% Hubondsy Spiricaatized, Or, | 

ans ſerve, who will not only abundantly reward 

3 them at night, but brings them their Food into 
the Field to incoura age them in their labour! 
| What pity is it, that ſo good a Maſter ſhould be 

5 FJ badly ſerved as be hath been by me! Hark how 
be pleads to gain my Heart. 


” The POEM, by way of Dialogue be- 
twixt Chriſt and the World. 


"CHRIST. 


s /o free of ſweat and time, 
For what ere long- will not be thine ? 
Or f i it might, thou ſelPſt to loſs, | 
A preciaus Soul; for laſtmg droſs. 
Thoſe weary hands, and toyling brains, 
Mig ht be able d for better gains. 
NM ouldſt thou but work as hard for me, 
Ai for the World, which cozens . 
Thy gains ſbo dd be a thouſand fold : 
Fer my Revenue more than gold. 


_ WORLD. 


Y 1 have always found thee willing, 
— 1 by me to earn a (hilli 
Than truſt uncertain things which he, 


Beieyand thee in Eternity, 
Subal things unſeen new tempt thee ? Tub, 
ſ 4 A Bird in band's worth two ith Bu. 
} pay thy wages down in hand, 


= "Fleas thou * feel, 0 e, 
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Deluded wreteb, will 
Aud ſence convince thee ? O hom "obs, 
. How juſt is God? Whoſe direful ſcourge 
Such Arguments in Hell ſhall urge. 


Come, ſee the Saints for all their brags 


CHRIST. 1 
If my dear Saints in rags do go, >. i 
Ti not Religion cloaths them ſo; | 


They all ar: Heirs, though under age, 
4. of their heritage. 


A M change with thoſe that ſeoff at them. 


Boe, It is in v in to plead, for I 8 
het "Woh peſcus oe charm N ; 


bes. 


TORE: IPs rn eh * 


„„ | 
Prevail againſt thy very ſence. 


4 * TT » . 
Thus beaſts are led, thus birds are ſuar d, = 


Thus fouls for ruin are prepar d. 


What ? Truſt no further than you ſee, 
Tou II truſt a thief as far as me. 
nought but ſaght, 


WORLD. 


- Chriſt threatens wrath to come, but } | 4 
Do threaten thee with poverty. 3 


And why wilt thou thy ſelf, and thoſe 
That are ſo dear, to wants expoſe ? 


How well they thrive they'r cloath'd with Tag he 


'{ _ 


But by ſuch wants the Lord prepares 
Their Souls, againſt thy killing ſnares. 


3 


Kept ſhort for preſent, yet cont emm 


WORLD. 


* 
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What ere thou L 
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* If they will fove no oy Lord, 

1 Then let it ſtand upon record 

A Againſt their Souls that they refus d 
a wages, and my grace abus d. 


ANOTHER. 
T One will deny but thoſe are Bleſſed pains, 


7 Dan this, and then moſt clearly tis inferr 

- Soul work to all de ſer ves to be preferr d. 
Tb is an unknown Trade, Oh, who can count, 
N To what the gains of godlineſs amount ? 


Some ne as 1 2 fire, from Sun to Sun; 
& Whereas one hour ſpent with God brings in 
Such beavenly treaſures, that poor Stuls hade been 
" Inrich'd for ever. Even as you ſee 

A Prince's Favourite upon the Knee, 

Can in an bour's time more wealth obtain, 4 
Tban all your lives by labour you can gain. 
Frayer- gains are great, and quick n are made; 
Sure then the Chriſtian drives the richeſt Trade. 

Tis true, the Hypocrite that never drove 

I ſerious trade for Heaven, may Bankrupt. . 
But boh Soils, which mind, cab to - 
Their bufane fs, greatly are inric bod thereby. 


2 oY a Simile as this aneh. 


»der 


Which are attended with the richeſt 4 | 


For one poor ſhilling, O, what risks ſome run ? 


; The. difference X ab the one, andt bps 20% i 


| neis do they go through them? It is very delight- © 
N 


The heavenly aſe of earthly #) Angi. 39 
Ar in a Summers - day you often ſee, 3 
The wanton Butterfly and painful Bee, 7 
On Flagrant Flowers fix, whence one doth ſrige 7 
To bear bis precious burden to the Hive : 8 
The other 's pains no profit with it brings, © 
His time is ſpent in painting of bis wings. 


When Winter comes the Bee bath full ſupplies, 3 4 

The other creeps into an bole and dies. 4 

Like different events ſhall be betwixt 

The Pl Saint, and lazy Notioniſt. 8 
1 Go H AP. III. p 


Upon the Chearfulneſs of the Husbandmari, 


The Plowman (3 mgs s and whiſtles though be ſweat, _ 
Shall Chriſtians droop becauſe their work ; is great 2 


OBSERVATION. *s 
Hough the Labours of Hus bandmen are very.” 
great and toylſom, yet with what chearful- 


ful to hear the melody they make by whiſtling; 1 
as they follow the Plow ; yea, the very Horſe es | 
have their Bells, which make a pleaſant noiſe, - 
Horſes ( faith Mr. Fuller) will do more for a whi- 
ſtle, than a whip ; and their Bells do, as it were. 
gingle away their wearineſs. have been of. I 
ten delighted with this Country-Muſick, vbere- 
by they ſweeten their hard labours with an inno- 7 
cent Pleaſure, and veriſie the ſaying ofthe Poet; 


| Temp in agrorum cultu conſumere dulce eſt Orid.5 


Although they Plow from morning until night, 
_ Reals away with FOO and delight. * 


— T 
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as the heart is ſpiritual, it delights in its Duties. 
Ti true, the work of a Chriſtian is painful, and 
much more ſpending, than the Husbandman's (as 
vas opened Chap. 1.) but then it as much exceeds 
in the delights and pleaſures that attend it. What 
= is the Chriſtian's work, but with joy to draw water 
out of the wells of ſalvation ? Ila. 12.3; You may 
® ſee what a pleaſant path the path of Duty is, by 
the chearfulneſs of thoſe that have walked in them, 
= Bal x19. 14. have rejoiced in the way of thy judg- 
ments, as much as in all riches, And by he Pro- 
miſes that are made to ſrch, Pu. 138. 5. Tea, 
they ſhall ſing in the ways of the Lord, for great is the 
Flory of the Lord. And again, Tou ſhall have a ſong 
at in the night, when 
gladne(s of heart, as when one goeth with 4a pipe, to 


Iſrael, I. 30. 29. 


And laſtly, By the many commands, whereby - | 
> Joy in the way of the Lord is made the Duty of 


the Saints. Kejoice in the Lord, ye righteous, for 
bi praiſe is comely for the upright, Pſal. 97. 12. Rejoice, 
and again I ſay rejoice, Philip. 4. 4. Where the 


Iqꝙ, all ye that are upright in heart. And Zake 6. 
232. 23. they are bid to leap for oy, when about the 
= dificult"ſt part of their work. And that Jou m 


U T how much greater cauſe have the People 
= of God to addreſs themſelves unto his wark 
Wich all chearfulneſs of Spirit? And indeed fo far 


an holy ſolemnity is kept, and 
dune to the mountain of the Lord, to the mighty one of 


1 command is doubled yea, not only ſimple re- 
joiceing, bur the higheſt degree of that Duty come 
= within the command, fal. 1 32. 2. 16. Shout for 


Ke 


> | Tremelius renders it, thy delicate things. My 


9 O . 
ee there is ſufficient ground for it, and that it is 
— . the mad mirth of ſinners, be pleaſed to 
onſider; - : -- A 

1. The nature of the work about which they are 
mployed ; it is the moſt excellent and heavenly * :# 
Imployment that ever Souls were acquainted with - 
0 what a raviſhing and delightſome thing it is to 
walk with God! And yet by this, the whole work 7 
of a Chriſtian is expreſſed, Gen, 17. 1. Can any 
Life compare with this for pleaſure ? Can they be 
chill that walk in the Sun-ſhine ? Or fad, that a: 
bide in the Fountain of all delights? And walk 
with him whoſe Name is the God of all comfort, 
2 Cer. 1. 3. In whoſe preſence is the fulneſs of joy, 
Pſal. 16. 11. O what an Angelical Life doth a 
Chriſtian then live? 5 BO 
Or (21. ) If we conſider the vareity of Spiti- 
tual Employments, varietas delectat. Change of 
Employment takes off the tediouſneſs of labour. 
Variety of voices pleaſe the Ear; variety of Co- 
lours delight the Eye; the ſame meat prepared ſe- : p 
veral ways pleaſes the Palate more, and clogs it 
leſs. But O the variety of choice Diſhes where- 
with God entertains his People in a Sabbath As A] 
the Word, Prayer, Sacraments, Oc, Iſa. 58. 13. 
If thou call the Sabbath thy delights; or, as 


ſoul (faith David) ſhall be ſatisfied, as with marrow ©: 
and fatneſs, Pſal. 63. 5. | ST 
4 3. Or laſtly, If we conſider the ſuitableneſs of 
this work to a regenerate Soul. ls it any pain for 
a Bird to fly? Or a Fiſh to ſwim ? Is the Eye tyred 
with beautiful Objects, Or the Ear with iy” 4 
TW 4 eq : ; 1 ou 0 
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= weighty things are not heavy in their own Ele 


Flocks, and flouriſhing Fields, cannot yield you 
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ot all gracious Spirits. A Saint can fit from morn- 
lng to night to hear diſcourſes of the love and love- 


quarter of an hour's Cemmunion with God, They 


do mind the things of the fleſh, and they that are aſter 
the ſpirit, the things of the ſpirit. But then, look m 
how much Heavenly Objects tranſcend earthly 
Ines, and how much the Soul is more capable of de- tt 
light in thoſe Objects, than the groſs and duller 7 
» Sences are in theirs; fo much doth the Pleaſure a- | 
riſing from the Duty, excel ali ſenſitive delights || x 
on Earth. 5 \ 

| 


Employments, | can go on unveariedly from day 
to day; ail the way, is dawn-hill to my Nature; 
and the wheels of my Affections being oiled with 

» carnal delight, runs ſo faſt, that they have need 

. moſt times of trigging. Here rather need theCurb - 
than the Spur. O, how fleet and nimble are my 

- Spirits in theſe their pur ſuits ! But O, what a flag 


r 
Oer, 


20 nds? As little can a Spiritual Soul be weariec mi 


with Spiritual and Heavenly exerciſes, Rom. 7. 22 1enev 
- T aclight in the Law of God after the inner man. Gra 


dia non gravitant in eorum loco( ſait h the Philoſopher 


ment or Center. And ſorely, God is the Centerſ 


lineſs of Jeſus Chriſt, The ſight of your thriving 5 


that pleaſure which an upright Soul can find in one 
that are after the fleſh (faith the Apoſtle, Eo n. &. f.) Y fro 


REFLECTIONS. ___ 
1 How am I caſt and — by 
5 this, may | ſay, who never favour- 
Fran 5 * ed this ſpiritual delight in holy Du- 
ties. When J am about my Earthly 
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od, Rom. 7. . All the World is alive in their 
naſe, , every Creature enjoys his proper Pleaſure 
is there no delight to be found in the paths of 


o pleaſant Fruits? No, no, there are doubtleſs in- 


cannot ſay, but I have found de- 


The H 
have been only ſuch as rather f prang . 

from the oſtentation of Gifts and 

Applauſes of Men, than any ſweet and real Com- 
munion 1 have had with God through them; they 
have rather proved Food and Fuel to my Pride, | 
than Food to my Soul. Like the Nightingale I can 
ſing ſweetly,when1 obſerve others to liſten to me 


and be affected with my muſick. O, falſe deceitfu 
Heart, ſuch delight as this. will end in howling! | 2 


Were my Spirit right, it would as much delight in 


Retirements for the injoyment of God, as it doth | 
| in thoſe Duties that are moſt expoſed to the obſer- 
vation of Man. Will ſuch a ſpring as this maintain 


a ſtream of Aﬀections when carnal motives fail? 
What wilt thou anſwer (O my Soul) to that 
queſtion, Job 29. 9, 10. Will God bear his cry when © 
trouble comes upon him ? Will be delight bimſclf in the - 
? Will be always call upon God? What 
wilt theu reply to this queſtion?Deceive not thou 


'$# thy ſelf, O my Soul! Thou wilt doubtleſs be ly, 
perſwaded to let go that thou never delighteſt in; 
and from an Hypocrite in 2 quickly decome 8 


an. fete from ROSS. | From © 
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m 1 in Religious Duties! — if my Heart were * 
- F-newed by Grace, I ſhould delight in the Law of 


olineſs ? Is Godlineſs only a dry Root that bears 1 


Fcomparable Pleaſures to be found therein; but ſuch l 
a carnal Heart as mine ſavours them not. 1 


light in Religious Duties, but they „, . 5 
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= =_ s Kefle- lipbt in God; and thus it expoſtula 
deth with it ſelf: Doth the FlowmanPt 
* 8 ſing amidit his drudging labours, 
and whiſtle away his wearineſs in the Fields, and 
mall I droop a midſt ſuch Heavenly Employment? 
2 my Soul, what want'ft thou here, to provoke 
= thy delight? If there be ſuch an Affection as de- 
* light in thee, methiaks, ſuch an object as the F ben 
pleſſed Face of God in Ordinances ſtiould excite 
45 if. Ah how would this ennoble all my Services, 
and make them Angel like ! How glad are thoſe | 
ve bleſſed Creatures to be imployed for God ® No 
ſooner were they created but they ſang together, 
und ſhouted for joy, Job 38. J. How did they fill | 
de Air with heavenly melody, when ſent to 
bring the joyful Tydings of a Saviour to the | 
&. World, Aſcribing glory to God in the higheſt 
>; ol their Powers ? Yea, this delight would make 
all my Duties Chriſt-like ;- and the nearer that 
Pattern, the more excellent. He delighted to do 
© Ms Fathers will, it was to him meat and drink, 
ſal. 49. 7. Jahn 4. 32, 34. 5 
Tea, it would not only ennoble, but facilitate all 
my Duties, agd be to me as wings to a Bird in 
flying, or Sails to a Ship in motiof. Non tar dat 
KG rota; oyled Wheels run freely: Or ever I was 
aware, n Soul mad? me like the Chariots of Amina- 
dab. OFwhar' is the reaſon (my God) my de- 
light in thee ſhould be ſo little? Is it not, becauſe 
my undelief is ſo great? Rouze up my delights, O F* 
thou Fountain of Pleaſure! Ane 'F 


3 / - 


wt: 


* 
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1 , ; s p RR 


He W Holy — in Duty, into the bound- 4 8 
s Ocean of thoſe immenſe Delights that are in = 
— — thy Right Fad for ever- 


in 

0 The POEM. 

? | : 
N What a dull, de Heart is mine, 


7? That takes no more delight in things Divine? = 

Vben all the Creatures both in Heaven and Earth, = 

njoy their pleaſures, and are big with mirtb. — 

Ingels and Saints that are before the * - wi 

n extaſges aptures every one \ 

erpetnally is held; each bleſſed Spirit , 

pureſt 1 beſt joys doth there inherit. 

Saints on E nd in their imperfet# ſtate ; 

T boſe Peerleſs Joys by Faith do antedate. 

To natural men, who ſavour not this oe - 

ea bounteous nature doth unlock ber treaſure 

bf ſenſitive delights. Tea, ſtrange to tel; 

Bold / inmers rant it all the way to Hell 

Like Fiſh that play in Jordan's Silver ſtream, 

jo theſe in fenſual Luſts 3 and never dream 

| f that dead Sea, to which the ſtream doth bo, 
to their Pleaſures puts a fatal end. 

ea Birds and Beaſts, as well as Men, enjoy 

err innocent delights, Theſe chirp and play; 

[be cheerful Birds among the Branches ſing, «28 
I make the neighbouring Groves with Muck ring,” 5 

ih various marbling notes they all invite, -— 

ur raubt Ears, week prop and delight. - > © 

1 new faln Lambs in « Si ſhin day, | 2 

12 their * Dams jump . ow” 


© id” a 


— 


„ ͤ WY SY WW 8) . h# 


— 


* 
5 
— 
%y 
* 
1 
2 
* 
8 
«3 
1 


P v ä ' k N 0 8 by 


" Ae Ciſterns 
Or can the Sun be dark when Glow-worms glitter? 


All Creatures their delights, and Saints not theirs 


4 Tea, theirs tranſcend theſe ſenſual ones as far, 
+ Ms on- day Phebus dath a twinkling Star. 


due Nutriment, and comes not to Perfection 


ttz⸗heir coſt and pains about it is Fruit; and there 
fore reaſon tells them, that ſuch a ſtate and tem 


1 or it and them. 


1. gr, X 
ſweet? prey Rn bitter / 


Have s their ſweet meladious Airs? 


Why droop I then, may any Creature * 

A Life like mine for Pleaſure ; Who ere gave 
"The like incouragement that Chriſt bath given, 
To do bis — — 


1 —— — — 


CHAP. 15 85 
Upon the due qu ality of Arable Land. 0 


Dr le / 
Vai 
z tl 
bm 


Corn-Land muſt nei ther be too fat, nor 
be middle ſtate ſuits beſt with Chitin ſure. 


OBSERVATION. 


F Usbandmen find by experience, that their Aſp 

rable Lands may be dreſt too "much as wel... 
as too little. If the Soil be over - rank, the Sec 
ſhoots up ſo much into the ſtalk, that it ſeldonlſh; 
ears well; and if too thin and poor, it wants i 


Therefore their care is to keepit in Heart, but no 
to over-dreſs or under · dreſs it. The end of 3 


Xerament of it, as beſt ics it fax fait is belt be . 


3 _ APPL 


4 


Percied, as well as over · afflicted, Rare fumant fie 


APPLICATION. 


Chriſtians, that a mediocrity and compe- 
ncy of the things of this Life, beſt fits them for 


lency of their beings ? A man may be over- 


ibus are, the Altars of the Rich ſeldom ſmoke. 
hen our outward Enjoyments are by Provi- 


urt nor long; we cannot deſire a better eonditi- 


n in this world. This was i. that wiſe Agur re- J 


reſted of God, Prov. 30.8, 9. Give me neither Po- 
Perty nor Riches, but feed me with food convenient for 


anger cf both the extreams. He meaſured(like Aa 

Nięe Chriſtian ) the conveniency or inconveniency © 

f his Eſtate in the World, by its ſuitableneſs or 
N unſuitableneſs 


Jeſt I be full and deny tbee, and ſay who is the Loyd? 


Dr leſt I be poor and ſteal, and take the name of my God 
vain, Againſt both he prays equally, not abſolute- 
; that had been his ſin; but comparatively and 


bmiſſively to the will of God. He had rather, if 


od ſee it fit, to avoid both of theſe extreams ; 
but what would he have then? Why, Food con- 
enient. Or according to the Hebrew, give me my 


rey or ſtatute bread ; which is a Metaphor from 


rds which fly up and down to prey for their 
dung, and what they get they diſtribute among 
hem; they bring them enough to preſerve their 
lues, dut not more than enough to lye mouldering 


n the neſt. Such a proportion Agur defired; and” - - 


he reaſon why he deſired it, is drawn from the 
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Tie enge en things "Ty" 


1 Nd doth not Spiritual Experience teach 
e fruits of obedience, which is the end and ex- I . 


ence ſhaped and fitted to our condition, as a Suit 1 5 
& to the Body, that ſits cloſe and near, neither too 
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ſiee how a re 
= earthly comforts, 


4 tend = * 2 5 . ö 


unſvitablene 


* ſs to the end of his being, which i at 
the ſerviceof God. He accounted the true exce 


lency of his Life to conſiſt in its reference and ten 


dency to the glory of his God; and he could no 
reat a penury 

2 could fit him ber. che but 

middle ſtate equally removed from both extream 

beſt fitted that end. And this was all that 

Jacob who was led by the ſame 

= Gen. 28. 20. Ind Jacob vowed a vow, ſaying ifGo 


, or too 


come again to my 


Spirit, lockt at 


900 


will be with me, and jeep me in the way that I go, an! 
= .give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, ſo thi 
RS. father's Houſe in peace; then ſhal 
+; The Lord be my God. Poor Jacob, he deſires no great 
matters in the World, Food and Raiment will ſa 
 -isfie him; in Spiritual things his deſires arg 
+ , boundleſs, he is the moſt greedy and unſatisfiec 


Man in the World, Hof. 1 2. 4. but in the matter: 


of this life, if he can get from God but 
"— a morſel of meat, and a mouthful of Wa] 
ter, he will not envy the richeſt Cræſus or Cra/: 
= Fſus upon Earth. Cibus & potus ſunt divitiæ Chriſt 
anorum. Meat and Drink are the riches of Chriſti 


off am 


ans. Divitie ſunt ad legem nature compoſita paup 


tas (ſaith _Pomponius Atticus) Riches, are ſuch : 


Poverty or Mediocrity, as hath enough for nature 


8 uſes 3 and ſuch a ſtate is beſt accommodated, bot. 
co the condition and to the deſires of a Saint. 


1. To his condition; For what is a Saint but 


Stranger and Pilgrim upon Earth, a Man in 
ſtrange Countrey travelling khomeward? 80 Da! 
profeſſed himſelf, Pfa). 119. 19. I am a ſtranger 
... this cartb. And fo thoſe Worthies, who are noſſen b 


the 


af to wantonneſs and irreligion, Deut. 6. 1 2. Hoſ. i 3.6. ' / 


ut 


a0 As high 


chan expedite and help bim in his Journey. 


vor to dot a tac to run, and is loth to be clog d, 
or have his Foot in the Snare of the Cares or Plea- 


$ jets, to keep the golden Bridle of moderation up- 


fl the Moon, commonly ſuffers an Eclipſe when it is at 


aje of earriey roengs. 49 "i 
Heb. 11. 13. they profeſſed 
themſelves to be Strangers and Pilgrims upon 
Earth, and to ſeck a Country; a viaticum contents 
a Fravelfer, he will not comber hichſelf with ſu⸗ #9 

er ud things which would rather clog and tire 


2. It ſuits beſt with his deſires, I mean his regu - 
lar and adviſed defires, or, 

t. A gracions Scul earneſtly deſires a free condi- 
tion in the World, he is ſenſible be hath much 


- : | . 158 . 
* F he? | » "OI 


ſure of this Life. He knows that fulneſs expoſes * 
Tis hard, in the midſt of ſo many tempting ob- 
on the Affections. The Heart of a Chriſtian, like 


the full, and that by the interpoſition of theEarth. © 
It was Solomon s fulneſs that drew out and diſ- 
ſolved his Spirits, and brought him to ſuch a low 
ebd in Spirituals, that it remains a queſtion with 
ſome, Whether he ever recovered it to his dying 
5 As it is the miſery of the poor to be neg- 
lected of Men, fo it is the miſery of the rich to 
negle&t God. Who can be poorer, than to have 


= 
Ie World, and love it? Or richer, than to enjoy _ . 


but little of it, and live above it? 

And on the other fide, extream poverty is no 
leſs expoſed to fin and danger, Levit. &. 2, 3,43 
and lofty Trees are ſubjeft to Storms 


er and Tempeſts, ſo the loweſt Shrubs to be browy'd 5 


noYon by every Beaſt; and therefore, a Saint de- 
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| — jaſt competency as the fitteſt, becauſe the tl 
3 * | "=p es. J 5 (15 „H 
4. AgraciausPerſondefires no more hut A- 


72 m 
petency, becauſe there is moſt of God's laye.and || # 
- care diſcovered in giving in our daily Bread, by a | x1 
daily Providence. It-is-berwixt. ſuch a condition, I be 
and a _ of Creature proxiſions in out land, as ff bi 

it was betwixt Egypt and Canaan; Egypt. was wa- fu 
tered wich the foot from the River Nilus, and lit- 5 
tle of God was ſeen in that mere: but.Cangan de- he 
pended upon the dews and ſhowers of Heaven; H; 
And ſoevery ſhower of rain was a 2 *. ſhower | na 
to their Souls as well as Bodies, Moſt men that | gi 
| have a ſtock of Creature, Comforta in their hands | oy 
- look upon all as coming in an ordinary natural] © 
*.. courſe, and ſee very little of God io the mercics. | * 1 
Pope Adrian built a Colledge at Louzam, and cav-f © } 
F ſed this inſcription to be written in Letters of ©-x 


Gold on the Gates thereof; Trajectum plantavit, * it 
- Louvaniumrigavit,Ceſar dedit incrementum. (i. e.)] U n 
Dttrecht planted me, Louuain water d me, and * tl 
Ceſar gave the iacreaſe. One to reprove his folly] * - 


wrote underneath, Hic Deus nibil fecit; Here God“ o 
did nothing. Carnal men, they ſaw; and reap, n. 
- and eat, and lock no farther. e 
But now, when a man ſees his mercies come ia]! ec 


buy the ſpecial and aſſiduous care of God for him, m 
there is a double ſweetneſs in thoſe mercies; the 
natural ſweetneſs which comes from the Creature ry 
it ſelf, every one, even the Beaſts, can taſte that as l 
well as thee ; but beſides that, there is a Spiritua! "to 
ſweetneſs, far exceeding the former, which none} 
. but a Believer taſtes 3 and much of that comes fre * ed 
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. 52 
e || the mannet in which he 1 it comes + 
eder neverrfocourſe or littie) as a:Covenant- 
p ro him. | e bab given bread 19 them that 
pl do win of bi Oven, plal. 


1 
d 
a 
n 
28 
+ | 
K- * 
le- here]]  norche Biiead — — * 
n 3] Heaven? Do we not feed with angeln? A preg- 
er | nant/ ſtance of the ſweetneſs of ſuch mercies, is 
at | given us by s worth Divine of but! {74 + 4 
ds | own;Mr. Iſaac Ambroſe, © For mine 2 232 be 
ralf“ own t part (ſaith he) however the Tg * 
0 * Lord h hath ſeen cauſe to give me . 5 | 
bet à poor. pittance of ,ontward b 
5 * g Wang (for Hier! bleſs his Name) 3 0 
vit, | © income thereof, I have many times obler vd fo 
. e.) IT mach of his peculiar Pr that thereby 
and| they have been very much ſweetned, and my 
oy]! Heart hath been raiſed taadmire his Grace. W — 
50d of late under an hard diſpenſation(which | judge 
eap, not meet to mention; wherein I red with in- 

* ward peace conſcientiouſty ) all ſt reams of wont- 
de ia "ed ſopplies being ſtopt, the Waters of relief for 
bim, ] my {elf and Family did run low; I went to Bed 

„ the! * ſome ſtaggerings and doubtings of the Fun- 
acurel* rains letting vut it ſelf for our refreſhing;but ere 
at a8 '1did aw#keinthe morning, a Letter was bronght 
ritual "to 3 which was /igned lya choice Friend 
no Anthony Ab. which —— lome unexpect- 
fromP* Fi  breakings out of God's | greg 22 = 


the E 2 
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. © who hath given you an Heart thankfully-to record 


* 
i 0 


Lide God of your. Mercy, 
L. 4 Prayer, when wants are moſt ). will be more 
. © Enjoyments were. 

-- quirethankfulneſs; but when Mercies come in up- 


on Prayer, and as a return of Prayer, their ſweet- 
neſs more than doubles; for now it's both God's 


1 oppoſitely O my Soul, thou haſt ſubjected Reliſ Ha 


. 


leſs Hamab found more comfort. in her Samuel, 


* * n 0 * neee "— — — 


— Spiritaaliced ; Or, * 
T ³˙·1 ern od 


doth renew 


23 — — 


for your incouragemens. Now | ſhall 


your Spirit towards 
WW 


— one which will 


berenpon he 
ſweetly conclades, One morſel of God's Provi- 
+ ſions, "(ſpecially if it come unexpected, and upon 


ern 0 


ſweet to a Spiritual reliſh, than all former full 
Many Mercies come onask'd. for, and 9 


Bleſſing upon his own inſtitution, and a Seal ſet 
to his Promiſe at once, P/al. 66. 16, 17. Doubt- 


and Rachel in her Napbtali, (the one being ask'd 
of God, and the other wraſtled for with God, 
( as their Names import ) than- Mothers ordina: 


os hug in their Children. | 
FEFLECTIONS. 
Do the e of God deſire 4 


90 much of the Creature as may fit] is : 
them for the ſervice of God? W bat] jyf: 
" alfretch am | that have deſired only | th 
ſſio much of Religion as may fit meſ for 
gain the Creature! As God's People have ſut 
jected all their Creature-enjoyments to Religion 


. jou to pe 3 iptereſt and ag leer 


5 —kpͤ — - 5 —— 


222 2 


only acted below Religion, but below Reaſon alſo; 


my carnal. Veri t have my Reward;and 
this is all the am eser like to get by it. 
And no lefs ſhould theWorlding 
tremble, to confider how be hath 


The or. 


caſt off the Duties of Religion, made „, . 


them ſtand aſide, and give place to 
the world. Inſtead of defiring fo much only as 
might make him ſerviceable to God, he thruſts a- 
ſide the ſervice of God to get as much of the wor ia 
as he can, who is ſo far from making Godlineſi the 
| cad of his Creatuce- That he rather looks 
upon it as an obſtacle and hindrance to them: 
May not the very Heathens make me bluſh?Could 


Ariſtippus ſay, He would rather neglect his Means 


than his Mind, his Farm than his Soul ? Willthe 


| very Mabometans, how urgent ſoeygt their bu/ineſs 
ny] be, lay it aſide, five times in the day to pray Tea, 
7 fitY is it common to a Proverb among the very Pa- 


7 bat poſts, that Maſs and Meat hinders no Man, and yet 
profeſs my ſelf a Chriſtian, thruſt out Duty - 


01y0| | that 


of eating and drinking to ſerve God, t have ſerved. 4 
God that 1 might ent and drink; yea, Lhave not 


for reaſon dictatet plainly, that the means muſt 
neyer be more excellent than the end. Wretch 
that l am, to make Religion aSlave to my Luſt, a a 
Stirrup to Advancement, an Artifice to carry on 


es - 46% 4 


Ariſtotle deliver this as a true rule to Proſperity, + 
to make Religion our firſt and chief care? Could 


mef for every ttifle? O wretched Soul! how haththe - | 


ſub · God of this world blinded mine Eyes? Can the 


ion ſ world indeed do that for me, that Chriſt can do ? 


deli Hath it ever pro d true to em that truſted it and F 


teadcg.- 
0 


— dated 
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duoated ont? Rath ĩt hot at: laſt turn'd them off 


| boundiforthe Eaſt- Indies? Alas it will 


— — 


as Men turn off 2 Sumpter-Morie as night, that 
hath been a drudge: d carry their GOA and Sil- 


ver for them alt day, and at laſt is turn d out with 
an empty Belly, and a galled Back : Qthow righ- 


teous Kill that ſentence of Gd be? Go cry to 


the Gods whom thou haſt ſervad ! 0 15-1 


1 graciou hearts 


5 AKA . 


Seul's Feflein Turn in enn 


3 and {orrow,to conſidet ow unſatiſ- 


fied they have bien im that conditi- 


on, that others have ꝓrefert i auch eſteem d as the 


greateſt of all outward Mercies? I dure indeed 
been fed with Faod convenientꝭ hut not edntented: 
How hath my Heart been tortured from day to 
day with anxious thoughts, what 1 ſhall eat and 
drink, and wherewith l and mine fhould be cloath- 
ed? I pretend indeed that l care but for a com- 


petency ofthe World; but ſare l am, my cares a- 
| boot ſt hive been insempetent. Come, my di- 


ſtruſt ful earthly Heart, let me propound a few 
Queſtions to thee a is matter, and anſwer 


truly to what l ſhall demand of thee. 


* Queſt. 1; Haſt thou here a continuing City? Art 
thou at hom ar upon thy Journey, that thou art 


ſo ſalicigousabout the World? Thy Profeſſion in- 


deed ſpeaks thee'a ſtranger upon Earth, but thy 


| Converſation a home-dweljer. Eraſmusfaid, he 
deſited Honours and Riches,no more than a weary 
.. Horſedotha heavy Cloak- bag. Wouldſt thou not 

*- account him a Fool that would Victual his Ship as | 


much to croſs the Channe! to France, as if ſhe were 


. _ litcle 


% - 
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be but a | 
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little while, and then the will be no more need 
of any of theſe things ** ſad, that a Squl which 
ſtandſt at the door o Hhopld be perplex- 
ing it ſelf abgor Food 234R alment. 
"Queſt," £ Which of all tre Saints haft thou 
known to be the better for much of the world ? It 
hath been ſome Megs utter ruin. Seldom doth 
God ſuffer Meg to de 1.5 own Carvers. but they 
cut their own en kugel e Riches and Pleaſure 
to an,evil man ( 82 45 ole) is but to give Wine 
to one that bath 4 Ferner. Where there is no want, 
there is uſually much wantonneſ; What a fad 
ſtory was that of Pius Quintus; When 1 was in a 
low condition * aid he) 1 had 'fome comfortable 
hopes of my Sa vation, but when 1 came to be a 
Cardinal, 1 great! doubted of it but ſince leame 
to the Popedom, 1 have go hope: at all. Though 
this poor undone Wretch ſpake it out ard other $ 
keep it in, yet doudtleſs he hath many thouſand 


i- | Fellows in the world that might ſay as much, 


| wopld they, but ſpeak the truth. 


Andeven God's own people, though the world 
hath not excluded them out of heaven, yet it harh 
ſorely clog d them in the way thither. Many that 
have been very humble, holy and heavenly in a 


| low condition, have ſaffered a fie ebb in a full 
condition. Whit a cold blaſt have they felt 
coming from the Cares and Delights of this I, 


to chill both their Graces and Comforts ! | 
been well for fome of God's people, if they had ; 
never known what Proſperity meant. 

Queſt. 3. Is not this a ſad Symptom of 2 dedli- 


i of Soul, to ef ſo 5 eager, and agxiovs 4 


above . 


* 
L 
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About the ſuper 


| kedneſs, was —_ 
| converſing with God. But this is certain, lively 


SpHiFaalzzea; Ul 


fluous trifles of this Liſe 2 Thiok'ſt 
thou, O my Soul! that one who walks in the 
views of that Glory above, andimaintains i Con- 


rerſation in Heaven, can be mach taken with theſe 


Vanities? Do not the Viſions of God vail the 


. tempting ſplendor oſ the Creature ? It was the O- 


pinion of ſcme of the School-men, that the reaſon 
AG] in Paradiſe was not ſenlible of his na- 
holly taken up in 


and ſweet Communion wick God, blunts and dul 
the edge of the Aﬀections to earthly things; and 
caaſt thou be ſatisfied, my Sou}, with ſuch gains as 
are attended with ſach Spiritoal Loſſes? _ 
Queſt. 4 To conclude, is it not diſhogovrable 


= God, and a juſtification of the way of the world, 
for me that profeſs my ſelf a Chriſtian to be as ea · 
ger after Riches as other Men? After all theſe 


_ Oops 


were another matter; bot ſince my heavenl Fa- 
ther knows what | have: need of, and hath 75 


s do the nations ſeek, Mat. 6. 32. If I had no 
r in Heaven, nor Promiſe i ig the Word, it 


ed me to be careful in nothing, but ogly tell him 
my wants, Phil, 4.6. How unbecoming a thing 
is it in me to live and act as I have done! Let me 
henceforth learn to meaſure and eſtimate my con- 
dition, rather by its uſefulneſs to God, than its 


{content and eaſe to my Fleſh. 


The POEM. 
2 fruit aud ſervice be indeed the ena 
To which my Being and Redemption teud, 
Reaſon concludes that ſt ite of all the reſt, 
Which i is moſt ſerviceable, to. be beſt, 
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Tu heavenly aſe of earthly things. 57 
And ſuch a ſtate experience ſhews to lye 
'Twixt Fulneſs, and a pinching Poverty. 
Tos 40 Mean: is worth a golden Mine, 

at bath this ſhould be 1 to whine. | 
Tbe full. ſed Chriſtian, lile the Ox th! Stall, | 
Is no way fit to work or plow withal. 4 
And penury, like Pharaoh's leaner Kine, 
Devours the fatteſt Portions of our time. 
That Man with whom this earthly Pleaſure's found, 
Or in whoſe heart thoſe anxious Cares abound 
And yet can walk by Scripture rule and line, 
* need a better Head and Heart thaw mine : - 

= le Staff the Traveller may find 
„and ſervice; but if y Mund bind | 

12 of them to his 41 tbey'll make 
Him flack bis pace, and cry my Shoulders abe. ' 
Im a Traveller, this World's my way, | 
A ſingle Staff may be of uſe to ſtay 
ceble Body if it do not crack, | 
By too hard banks on it; but my act 
Will bear no more. Alas, I ſoon Gadd tire; 
And more than one J. cannot well deſire. 
* to preſcribe to thee becomes me not, 

I rather do ſubmit unto my Lot; 
But yet let condeſcending Grace admit 
The Servant's ſuit this once, and this is it: 
Tbe Staff of Bread convenient let me heve,.. 
And manage it diſcreetly ;, ſo twill ſave 
Tby feeble Servant from the mire and dirt; 
oy es bs he the ag do me bt. 
for of thou fay, thy Servant it ſhall bave none. 
3 5 Faith, that I may go alone. a 


I's CHAP, | 
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| heart again. He lets it Ie allo. to 
and time to recover it ſelf. carries out his Sand, 


b 


and Coſt. 


A 
p 4 * 


.@ HAP. W; ; 
Upon te Imgrovnens fwd Grown. | 


Spent barren J. and, you can reftore and nouriſh, 
Decayed C briſtians, God can cauſe to flouriſh.” 


OBSERVATION. 2 * 


WW Land is ſpent out by Tillage, or for 


want of Manaring, the careful Husband- 
man hath many ways to recover and bring it in 
it reſt, 


Lime, and Compoſt, to refreſh and quicken it a- 
gain, "and in-Paſture-and Meadow-ground, will 


"waſh it ( if poſſible ) with a current of Water, or 
- the float of the ways after a fall of Rain, which is| - 


to the Earth as ks of new Blood to a Con- 


1 fumptive: Body. He cuts down and kills the 
- - Weeds that ſack it out, and cauſes them to make 
. reſtitution of what they have purloined from it, 


by rotting upon the place where they grew. As 
careful are they to recover it when it is ſpent, 
as an honeſt Phyſician is of his Patient in a lan- 


as grateful to bim, and Oy requite his Care 


APPLICATLON. FI 
S Man's, ſo God's Husbandry is ſometime 
out of caſt, not by yielding too any Crops 


but to few. The Myſtical Husbandman hath ſome 
Fields, (I mean particular Societies and Perſon 
5 who 1 nere once 6 fruitful. * a Field 


ſhing Condition; for he knows his Field will 


which God hid dlefſed, but are now 4 
grown barren ; whole l were 
more than their Vintage now; eie khat are 
idem are ready to die, Rev. 3 3. *Tis poſſible, 
„ yea, too common for gracious Souls to de reduced 
* | to a verylowebb, both of Graces and Comforts; 

how how I will not ſay: Our Britiſh Divines tel! 
| us, That Grace indeed 8 3 
for rally intermitted, nor final How far true 
ind- there may be an 0miffion of the my 1 Beer may N 
t in] though not an omiffion of the Habit: fail. 7 ; 
reſt} The Act may be perverted, ye — = 
and, the _ cannot be ſubrerted; i: ren. w. 5 
it a- may be ſhaken in, though not ſhaken e er, 
willſ out; its Fruit may fall, but its Sap e g. : 
r, or] lyes kid in the Root they demerit tu. Aus 6 * 
ch is the loſs of the Kingdom, bot loſe it ahh, 2 1 
on- ¶ not effectively; the effect of Juſtifi- #29 en at- 

the] cation may be ſuſpended, but the A 


nale bite of the Juſtified cannde be dif. pong 7h; 
m it, ſolved. | titus. _ Coney- 


. As | tn, nen ex- 
— Defluis WR ki Fes 41 * um amit- 
* tunt demeritorie, 2 efſellive, effectus . — 
an, ſtatus julſificati non 40h vit. Suff Britt. 


Cate] Certain it is, one that Tike Paul hath been rape 
I vp with py, even to the third Heavens and cry- 
ed, I am more than a Conquerbur, who ſhail ſeperate 
me. from the love of God ? May at another time 13 

mourning as at the Gates of Death, crying, G 
wretched man that I am, cho ſhall deli ver me from the F 
body of this death? One that hath walked in ſs eed : 
Communion with Col fonning himſelf in the * 
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; 
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F 
| von ? You were once ſweeter ta me than the Ho- 


of * uy may — 1 dark- 
neſs, and ſee no light Iſa. 50. 10, Ne that bath 
caſt Anchor withia the vail and rode ſecurely in 
the harbour of aſſurance, may ſeem to 
feel his Anchor of Hope come home to him, and 
go adi ift into the ſtormy Ocean agaiv,cryiag with 
the Chorch, Lam. 3. 18. My hope is periſhed from 
the Lord. His calm and clear Air may be over caſt 
and pee nay 2 filled with Storms and Tempeſts, 
nd Thunder; his Graces, like under- 
— in the Winter, may all diſappear, 
— hide their beautiful heads. 
To God be may ſay, | am caſt out of thy fight; 
E know thou canſt do much, but wil thow ſhew 
wonders to the dead? 
Tuo the promiſes. he may ſay, you are * things 
indeed, but what have | to do with yon? I could 
once indeed rejoyce in you as my portion; but now 
doubt I graſped a ſhadow, a fancy inſtead of you. 


To Saints he may ſay, turn away from me, labour | 


not to comfort me, O do not ſpill your * 
Ointments of Conſolation upon my Head; 
what have I to do with Comfort. To former Ex- 
jerience»he may ſay in his haſte, you are all Liars. 
Fo the Eight of God's Countenance he may ſay, fare- 


' well fweer Light, | ſhall behold thee no more. To 
Satan he may ſay, O mine Enemy, thou haſt at 


laſt prevailed againſt me, thou art ſtronger than l, 
and haſt overcome. To Duties and Ordinances he 
© may fay, where is the ſweetneſs l once found in 


ney· comb; bt now as taſteleſs as the white of an 
"Egg. O fad relapſe f al change ers 


mutatus ab il! | | But. . 
"= | 
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Put will God leave hiv poor Creatures hclple(s 
in ſuch a caſe as bis ?»Shall-their Leaf fall, their 
Branches wither, their Joy, thei Ntbeir Life their\Hearr 
depart ?- Will he ſee their Graces fainting, their 
Hopes „the new Creature: panting, the 
things that are in them ready to die, and will he 
not regard it ? Yes, yes, There is bope of 4 Tree if 
it he cut down, and the root thereof wax old. in the 
earth, yet by the ſcent of water it will bud, and bring 
forth boughe lite a plant, Job 14. L, 9. This poor 
declined Soul, as ſad as it fits at the Gutes of Hell, 
may rouze up it ſelf at laſt, and ſay to Satan that A 
ſtands triur over him, Rej | 
> 1 fall yet 


" 
1 

. 
ae n fie... 1 


im, and with n. 4 
ve — ſay, I ſhall not die but live, © 
and declare the words of the Lord, He may ſay to the | 
Promiſes, you are the true and faithful ſayings of 
God, my unbelief did belye you: I ſaid in my © 
baſt you were Liars, but l eat my words, lam a- 
ſhamed of my folly. Surely, O Soul, there is yet 
hope in thine end, thou maiſt be reſtored, Pſal. N 
3. 3. thou maiſt yet recover thy verdure, andct e 
Dew be as the Dew of Herbs. For, 1 
1. Is he not thy Father, and a Father full of 
Compaſions and Bowels ? And can a Father ſtand a 
by his dy ing Co, ſee his fainting Fits, hear bis 
,8r0ans, and * and — 
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Da 102. 34. Thy Manchs will be Months of 


thee for nothing; they were planted there for 
revive theo again. 


i bilicy to bear ſuch a condition | 
thy Spirit would Fail 
bath made, Iſa. 37. 16. David told him as moch, 
” in the like condition, Pſa 143: 7, 8. Hear me 
; 1 O Lord, for my Spirit 

Fare IO me, leſs 1 be inte unto thoſe . into 


Life wo 


What ſervice art thou fit to perform to him, in 


ſach a condition? vill conſume like ſmoke, 
wbil/t'thy © beart is * and withered like graſs, 


Vanity, they will fly away and ſet wg Fob 
7.3. if de win bur quicken<bee again, — 
muſt call vpon h Name, Pfal.' No. 18. but in a 


dead and languiſhing condition, thou art no more 
fit for any — God, than a ſick Min i is for 
mandal Laboors ; and ſorely he hath not put thoſe 


precious and excellent Grates of his Spirit within 


Fruit and Service, and A doubtleſs he will 


3. Yea, doft thou not ebiok | he ſhes thine i ina- 
ong? He koows 
before bim, anu'the Soul which he 


faileth; bide not thy 


Z -_ —_ GY r 2 — Ali tr — — — 


Me Chas: 7 Tor fue a uy — 745 
tu neſſiy remember bim 
vn lun Jer. ee M. 
115 . Dotifhe not 3 
ter oſeleſs to him: if be ſhould not reſtore thee? 


K 


then thou 


>, Ix ; 


_ the \ 


| 


157 Job 6. 1, 2,3, 11, 12 Kae 
5 * My gri 


ill joy, Ja. 61. 1. 


a ' themiſolves in array ag 
. | frength that I ſhould 
TJ ſrength . So Chap. 7. T2. 


eee erp min 


up my ſpirits - The Terror 2. — | 
frengih the frength 


Am | a Sea; or a Whale ? &c. Other Troubles a 


will come, He will not ſtir 
fr be remembers rb 


, and cometb not 


all his wrath 
fleſh, ter pre 


again, Pſal. 78. 38, 39: 


Man may, but this he cannot bear, Prov. 18. 14. 
— therefore doubtleſs ſeaſonable and gracious ' 


— ways enoug h to do it, if he do but un- 
| 2 his bleſſed Face, and make it ſhine again up- 


n thee, Thou art ſaved, Pfat. 80. 3. The mani- _ 


and hangs the Wing, ftiall then revive and leap fo 


A new Face ſhall 12 hy 


Graces, they ' hall bud again, and bl 
Roſe ; if he do but ſend a ſpring of - 


Auxiliary Grace into thy Soul to a- Gratis grati- f 


avate the dull habits of inherent n poſtulct. 
Grace, tnc work is done; then ſhalt 


thou return to thy firſt works again, Rer. 2. s f 


5. and ing, as inthe days of thy youth, 


$M ©, 
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* 
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Sado of dis love, wilt be to thy Soul, as ſhow- 
in | ers to the parched Grafs, thy Soul that now droop- 


; Kan: ;. -this 
3 both can and will teſtore my Soul, but ſad that 1 
* what once 1 was! Surely, as the old Men wept, 


E of the glory of the firſt, ſo maꝝ I ſit dowy and weep 


$os > * 
1 


4 thou layeſt in 


| 


WY REFLEGTIONS. 


=> thoſe hoers, and be gvile the tedionſneſs of the td 
night? O my deal, fpeak thy experience, is it 
no as it was then? 
and gone, 
that Heavenly Life. Art thou able with trrth w 
deny chis charge? W hen occaſionally | paſs by thoſe | 
g 3 which were once to me as Jacob: Bethel 


8 


2 yy ele, Or; 


O this is AN 1 I 3 


day to day. A —4 news — that God 


Hould fall into ſuch a ſtate. How unlike am I to 
when they ſaw how ſhort the ſecand 7 


Tempie come 


Eon to conſider how mach my firſt Love, and 
. firſf Doties exceed the preſent. For, 

1. bs my Heart ſo moch in Hea- 
4 Convilive ven now as it was wont to be? Say, |. 
— O my Soul, doſt thou not remem- | 
ber, when like the beloved Diſciple 
Jeſus Boſom ? How didſt thou ſwee- 
ten Communion with him ? How reſtleſs and im- 
patient waſt thou in his abſence ! Divine with- 


| drawments were to thee as the Hell of Hell: What |" 
a burden was the world to me im thoſe days! Had 


F 


it not been for Conſcience of my Duty, I could have 

been: willing to let all lye, that communion with J. 
_ Chriſt might ſuffer no interruption. When | awa- uc 
ked in the night, how was the darkneſs inlightned 
by the heavenly glimpſes of the Countenance of my P 
God upon me * Bos did his Company ſhorten | 


No, no, thoſe days are paſt fu 
and thou become much 3 «ranger to E 


5 


„ —— — 


r 


m Chap. 29. O that if were with me as in months paſt, 


od las in the da err when bis Cay- © 


t 1 Le ſhined bead, when bis gh I valled 
to Itbrouę b darkneſs A Almig with me, 
e d me, when 
we " glory mas freſh in' me ! When hes Lovin theſe 
ep things, my Soul is poured out within 


nd | 2. Is thy o ience to the commands of Chriſt, 


and motions to Duty, as free and chearful as they 
were wont to be ? Call to mind, my Sov}, the 


Pove to every Duty, if the Spirit did but whiſper ro 
thee, ſ⸗ ing Seek my face, Thy fe, Ld Spirit ec- 
0 to s? ſaying, will I feek, 


. [readily did I offer my ſervice ? Here am l, Lord 
end me, My Sov! made me like the Chariots of 


ob 
ſoch 


5.3. Non tardatundGa rota. There were no 
4 ny Love to Chriſt,and delight todo his wit! that 
han a Man that's carried away in a Crowd, 


hy ſelf, or grieve "ſo tenderly for Sin, and for 


o do? When. formerly I had fallen by the hand 
a Temptation, How was I wont to He in Lars 


ns Lord's Feet, bemoaning my ſelf + How 


| 4 — th __ _——— — — — <0 —— — 
— — — 


4 bm L ſigh at e Sigh of 2 7 ir * 
5; Idetw ixt me and Heaven there; and ſay with 70 


Times when thou waft born down the ſtream of 


Plal.27.g. "If God ba any * 70 be done How „ 
re Love oyled the Wheels of my Aﬀe- 
ns, and bes commlenatents were not grievous, © 


quarrellings with the command, no ſuch ex- 
ſes and delays as there are now. No, ſach was 


| could- no more keep back my ſelf from Duty, 
Or laftly,tell me, O my Soul, doſt thou deny an 
prieving ty: spirit of God, as thou wat wont 
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Bo u wouldſt 
h! What 
2nd Gaodne)s 


and weep, Ah! 
What a good Wi 
thoy 57. baye a 


9 have 1 e 7 


0g, as r 


ſtretcht out for 


ein * 
Lon a EC 4 id ths. ths 


. 
„ * 


b. hay 8 there cryllike Era 


8. 6.,0 albared, and bluſh to 

180 By: ey men eg, ede 
aſi 

15 7 


1 5 


1 


A Fer me. FAD. ſo if 


dert W 
| — is it is not egy — q ne tha 
dy Petar 5% many a Man that hath been 
dead, hath revived 
ved = gy a comfortable day inthe 
that hath caſt both Leaf and Fruit, by the 
a 2 

d again, and — ons? 
« lair not eaſier thinkꝰſt thou, to recover a lathe 
ing Man to health, than a dead Man to Lifefnd 
And get this God did for me, Epb. 2.1. is any thingea! 
too hard for the Lond? The my, Saul dran 
wy * and my Lis Ligs tg-the mu, ft Me. 


aim ſmite "bf 
15 Tos "AR bY Shut L's 
e, and caſt zb pat, how f 
| thou 1185 hour. 
9 ne 


> hook; in 
| wan 'K 

b, my Soul: 
e 1 thou could'ſt 
4285 as ſtu | 


eyex à Poorkvo 


Dose 121 j , BR: 


have I grieve 
hy 


A Pol 
r Moarn not, 0 ml a 
one without Hope. Re · fro 
is boge. in ITTael con y 
low as thy con iv. 


in, and liqni 
orld: wanffe 


rect 


ing and fruit 


nigh In 
| t. 


fog - 


5 
— 


a,ſend me a meſſenger, one among a thouſand, that ſhall | . 


b toLleclare to me mny.Aprightaeſs , then ſhall he dei 
be-From going dom into he Pit, my fleſh ſhall be fr 
mib 4 Child's, and 1 ſhall return to the days 


N 


ul Youth, Job 33. 22. Though my Elouriſh, and much 


10whf my Fruit too be gone, and J am awithering 


10Nfrree ; yet as long as the Root of the matter is 


Ive, there n hope of ſuch a, poor, decayed, 
ov4withered Tree, than ofthe: pocr ĩte chat wauns 
x inffuch a Root, in all his glory and bravery, Ris 
nd ?Þun ſhall ſer, and never riſe again; but I live in 
_ —_— of a ſweet Mor ning, after this dark 
ny ight. — u | | 
fu R 
200r Fork on Chriſt for, quickning Grace, for he hath 
 forÞLife in himſelf, and quickens whomſoever-hewill, 


Pobn 7. 38. Stir up that little which remains; Kew, | 


_ mjþ. 2. 82K thod not ſeen lively flames proceed 


Re-ffrom glimmering and dying ſpar ko, when careful- 
con. qy collected and blown up? G amongſt the moſt 


| ow ively and quickniag Chriſtians; as iran ſbar pens 
cha C 


on, fo will theſe ſet. an edge upon thy dui} offecHong, 


nd li- 
manyy 
y thek 
recoqure to keep within: thy veiw, the great thing 
froitPternity, which are ready to be revealed; nv in 
a lan pe believing and ſerious Contemplations of them, 
 LifeYnd be dead if th/u canſt, Tis true,  thowbaſt 


piſe thy cry. The maans ofa diſtreſſed Child, 


thingfeaſon enongh from thy condition, to be for over = 


p nillſambled; but no reaſon at all from thy God: to be 
be .. N the leaſt diſcouraged. oO wins A 6 4 = 7 — + 
| 8 5 8 ach, — 


— — 


tan ene err FIT 5 | | 


Prov. 27.17. Altus 1g; But above all, cry 
1 to the Lord for quickning, be will n 
E 


ork upon the Bomels of a tender Father. nd de 
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| Divide from Nature's wy 
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4 5 den e in thy God beiy may bechad, 
- New s precious Balm in Gilead. - 


"ah d 
n e 


5 9 


ſpecial love did ne'retbeleſs 


Then did the Sun- ſhine of thy Fare ; 
And ſweet Illapſes of thy Grice, _ en 


Like April Showers + 12 1 


Diſtil its' Dews, refleR its Beams. 
My dead Affection. they were green, - 
Aud hopeful Buds on them were ſeen - 


Theſe into Duties ſoon were turn d, 


In which my beart within me burn'd. 


O Hale s.! thrice bappy ors 
Ee ran e 


To i us f | was 10 Men. p 
My fragrant Branches blaſted be, 
No fruits like thoſe that 42 

— — 4 Root, 


=" 
fo ahi mort oy 


Tet wb7 doſt thou . he? 
Writ. Jonah caſt a backward Eye. 


N80 


| | art the een nd 7 0 PTY 
. | 4 worthleſs plot of Ftibandiy. . 
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CHAP. Wn. 


Vpon the Uncurablencs of fore Bad | 
Ground. 


5 No stil can a Miry Ground, 2 i 1 
= Some Souls the Goſpel leaves as paſt a Cure. * 


_. OBSERVATION. 
A Lthough the Induſtry and Skill of the Hus- * 
bandman can make ſome Ground that was + 
{eleis and bad, good for Tillage or Paſture, and - 
mprove that which was barreo, and by bis coſt 


* * 1 

* 164 ” "£4 ” * . N A 
. 0 - % SA . ö x 3 2 - =. Se 4 7 | 
\ N X 4 J p * 4 _ . 

4 — __— 4 IJ * . . 1 4 * 
. | - * * +, " & <A . ) * : 
ed } * „ * 3 by .*D * F 446 1228 * K 
— « . - BG, „ — 1 4. $ Mages, 2 7 2 * : 


d pains make an Acre worth ten; yet ſuch is 
he nature of ſome rocky or miry ground, wiiere A 
e Water ſtand-,, that there is no way to cleanſe 
and it can never 'be made fruitful. The Hunt und-. 
an is tain to let it alone, as an incurable piece 4 


waſte and worthleſs ground ; and though the 7 
OTE ſhed * laffuences on it as well * 


— 


% ' 
. — — — . — ee r 


= 
A — 
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as upon better Land, yet tan deth not at ahmen 10 
it. Nay, the more receives, the worſchr. 
it proves. For theſe dv nv way feenndate or i mh 
prove it; nothing Wivestheve" bar Worthleſpf 
© Flags and Runes ( tm. do „uEn2T 244 ot 
=> APP LECTAT TON: Dun. Li 

NIA alſo there Are undet the Goſpel, w os 
| are given over by God tO fificial Baabe pb | 

fene an 


hardneſs of heary;d'v pfobats aFuy 
barrenneſs, ſo that eben oe ver the mean | ; 
are which they ejoy, © iid tow efficacious iſe 


' to the Converſion, Edification arid Salvation of w 
* thers; yet they ſhall never do their Souls good| | 
Exel. 47. 9, 11. Every thing whereſoever the Rive 
f comes ſhall live, "bt ther the e thereof and thſon 
Aker dene N waver N bee, v. be entf 
ſalt; G. e. er to ag, obſtinate and everjaſtingla 
barrenne . Compare Deut. 9. 23. Byur 
Spiritual Bar. theſe Waters, ſaith Judicions Mr] ( 
-— remeſs, p.v. Strong, — ay the Doctrine oþy 
the Goſpel, as Rev 21. 2. a River oſo] 
Water of Life, clear as Chry ſal. Hic ftuvius effill 
| uberrima dottrina Chriſts, Git Mr. Brightman. : Thifor 
River is the moſt fruitful Doctrine of Chrilk, yepc« 
- eCheſe Waters do not heal the miry Mariſh places ( 
(i. e.) men that Rye unfruir fully under Ordiaanpa 
3 ces, 8 are compared ro miry Marifh Places i et 
ihres reſ] eas. , 
(..) In miry places the Water ue not freſ o 
Foe but ſtands and ſettles there. So it is wit M 
the ſe barren Souls: therefore the '4poftle prayy 
tht the Goſpel! may run and be glorified, 2 1 : 
3.1. The Werd! is ſaid to e it meet. with 


"+ 
* 
* 


Lr "REY 
: — 4 n . 8 \ 
. 
* 


W "00 ls. 


— — — — — —— —— — N — — — : ak. 


= 
* 


Tk Tetihh * Neat BY; lng 
endho ſtop, Cum ge e thy, mbenir 2 


d runs chte t e 

abs 1 nd Dee Ns hich 

le pf the 8 q Hearts of t] th le 411 

| a Wes 


. \ Both 1 
la 48 ich ple: th Etta 
18 10 ogether; N ſx, the gat makes mire. 


wo beg the Tr e dne 


etuafu clons pf 

jean 3, and } tir Lot; or 
| en dp mak ole of th $8: $ of, G 
of ohnd plead for their Sins. — 


00d] ( 3.) When as ina Miry pl OY the long er the 
Nivel Vater ſtands in it, the worſe it groy 8; ſo the 
4 t nger': men abide under Ordibances, the more fil- 
yen tqby and Ponte $0] W Fee These are te miry 
iſtinÞlaces that ealed, Fe. Diſeaſes. 1 In- 
3. Byurable, es — n 

s Mr] O this is a 1 fag caſe, and yet very common! Ma- 
ine opy Perſons are thus given over as in corrigible and 
ver ofopeleſs, Rey. 2.2. 11, Let him that is filthy, be filtby 
ius eil. Jer. 6. 29. Reprabate ſilver ſhall men c all them, 


. Thip the Lord bath rejected them, Iſa. 6. Co make the 


b, yeqeart of this people fat, their ears dull, &c. 

ace Chriſt executes, by the Goſpel, that Curſe up 
Jinanf lany Souls, which he denounced againſt the Fig 

ces iqree, Mat. 21.19. Let no fruit grow on the — >. 
| ] ever, and immediately the fig-tree withered away. 
t freſo be giver un t » ſuch a condition, is a L arful 


s wit n indccd, a Curſe with a witneſs ; jhe '£ 


pray m of all Pligues, miſeries and Judgweots, a fatal 
2 The rok at the Root ir ſelf. It's a woe to have a hid 
te with cart, ( faith one but its the __ of woe, to 
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on Soul; that every Member were made the ſe le 


. 
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made better, Te a! 


are the beſt of Mercies, ſo Soul- udgments are tha 


_ ſaddeſt of all Judgments, If it were but a Tempoſun 


ral ſtroke 


_ the Body, the loſs of an Eye, ai Ju 


| 1 | 
© Ear, Hand, a Foot, tho in it ſelf it would be £5 
conſiderable loſs, yet it were nothing to this]: . 


Omnia Deus dedit duplicia( ſaith Chryſoftom) ſpeakſth. 
ing of bodily Members; God hath given Men dou | 
ble Members, two Eyes, it one be loſt, the otheſſel 
ſupplies its wants; two Hands, two Ears, twqdel 
feet, that the failing of one, may be ſupplied bſup 
the help of the other; Animann vero unam, but on. 
Soul, if that periſh, there is not another to ſupplſan 
its loſs. The Sonl, ſaith a HeathenjLo 

Owe g d. is the Man, that which is ſeen is noſllec 


1 0 T3, the Man. The. Apoſtle calls thb. 
Plates | Body, a vile Body, Phil. 3. 2 iſtuc 


and ſo it is, compered with the SoulſMa 


and Daniel calls it the Sheath, ich is but to 
#  concemptible thing to the Sword, rich is in iber 


O it were far better that many Bodies periſk, thapea 


an 
. dz Ribs | I 


ee of 47 ey this. "77 
Tgand ſubject of- the moſt exquiſite Torture, than 
ent ſuch a Judgment ſhould fall upon che Soul. 
jou ; (2.) les the ſevereſtſtroke God can iaflict up- 
uckgon'the Soul in this, Life, to give it up ta harren · 
neſs; becauſe it cuts: off alt hopes, fruſtrates all 


ſtatq means, nothiñg can be a bleſſing to him. If one come 
arti from the dead, it Angels ſhould deſcend from Hea- 


ren to preach to him, chere is no hope of him. if 


War 
nord there was none found in Heaper or Earth that could 
nuctjopen the Seals of that Bosk, Rev. 5. S. ſdiis there 
rcieſno opening by the band of the moſt able and skil ful 
e th{Miniſtry, thoſe Seals of hardneſs, blindneſs, and 
mpoſunbelief, thus impreſſed upon the Spirit. Whom 
e, al Iuſtice ſo locks up, Mercy will never let out. This 


this]! Cor. 16. 22. which is the dregdfulleſt Curſe in all 
peakſthe Book of God, aceur ſed till the Lord come. 
dou (3. ) Tis the moſt indiſcernable ſtroke to them- 
otheſſelves that can be, aud by that ſo mpch the more 
| twddeſperate. Hence there is ſaid to be paured out 
ed byupon them the Spirit of flumber, Iſa. 29.10. The 
t on Lord hath poured: out upon ou the Spirit of deep ſteap; 
appliand bath cloſed your Eyes. Mut anus reuders it, The 
athen Lord hath mingled upon you the Spirit of deep 
is noſſleep. And ſo it is an Alluſion to a Soporiferpus 


s th{Medicine miagled, ad- made vp of Opium, and 


be $5 that which makes up the Anathems Aaranatha, 


* D, 
* 
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od ſnut up a Man, ywho-can open ? Fob 12. 14. As 


3. 2 Jluch like ſtupifaQtive Jogrediogts, which caſts a 
Soul Man into ſuch a dead ikgp,: hae do whet you will . 


bur #9 him, he feele, he æο] it non}. ſake their eyes 
in iqpeavy, aud tbe:r ears dul. ;- teſt, they ſuuld ſee, and 
|, rhaſbear, and be converted, Iss. 6. 9, 10. This is the 
he ſeqHeart that cannot repent, which is ſpokenzot, 


j 
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makes the Wound deſperate, That. there 1 Is no 


all the comfort and ſweetneſs of Religion. A man 


upon the Affections he may 
Duty, the melting Voice or Rhetorick of the 
Preacher may perhaps ſtrike his natural AﬀeQi- 


— '{ "*7 G r r WS Fa * 
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|  livered may do; but to have any real Communion 
with God in Ordinances, any Difcoveries or Views! 
of the Beauty of the Lord in them, that he cannot. 


. ˙ — — T-·ww-rm OT r 
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Fa Syrirvalized; Or,” 
Nem. 2. 5. For men are not ſenſible at all of this 
Judgment, they do not in the leaſt ſuſpett it, and 
that is their miſery. Though they be curſed Trees 
which ſhall never bear any Fruit to Life, yet many 
times they bear abundance of other fair and plea- 
ſant Fruits to the Eye, excellent Gifts, and rare 
Endowments'; and theſe deceive and undo them, 
Mat. J. 22. We have in thy name; this 


finding of ir, uo Probe to ſearch it. 
(4) Tisa roke ther cats off from: the Soul 


rand or and confer, but alt thoſe Duries are 
Iks unto him, which yield no meat, no ſo- 
lg 1 ſubſtantial nutriment :; ſame'common touches 
ſomerimes find in 


ons, as another Tragical Story Pathetically de- 


have; for theſe are the ſpecial Effects and Opera- 
tions of the 8 irit, which are always reſtrained. 
God hath ſaid to ſuch, as he did to them, Gen. |? 
6. 3. 0 8 it ſhall no longer ſtrive with them; andſt 
then what ſweetgeſs is there in Ordinances? W hat} 
is the Word ſeparated from the Spirit bur a deadſ! 
Letter? It's thẽ Spirit that quiokens, 2 Cor. 3. 2 . 
Friend, thou muſt know that the C=7ci works nog! 
like @ natural cauſe upon thoſe that hear it; if ſoſt 


the effect would — follow, unleſs wr Tonk bs 2 


{opt and hindred, ber it works like amoral ef 
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this ſited Cauſe mboſe — and ſucceſs — upon 
the atbitrary concurrence of the Spirit with it. The | 
wind blows where it liſteth, ſo is every one that is born 
F the Spirit, John 3. 8. Of bis own will begot be. us 
by the word of truth. Ordinances are as the Pool 
of Betheſda, which had its healing virtue only when 
the el moved the Waters, but the Spirit never 
moves layingly upon the Waters of Ordinances, for 
the healing of theſe Souls, how many years ſoe ver 
they lye by them. Though others feel a Divine 
Soul power in them, yet they ſhall not. As the Men 
man [that travelled with Paul, when Chriſt appeared to 
es are him from Heaven, they ſaw the light, but heard 
o ſo- not the voice, which he heard to Salvation. So it 
uches lis with theſe, they ſee the Miniſters, hear the words, 
d in {which are words of Salvation to others, but not ſo 
of thelto them. Concerning theſe Milerable Souls, we 
Feai-Jmay ſigh and ſay to Chriſt,as Martha did concern- 
y de- ing her Brother Lazarus, Lord. if thou hadſt been 
union bete, in this Sermon, or in this Prayer, his Soul 
Viewil had not remained dead. But here is the woe that 
annot lyes upon bim, God is departed from the Means, 
ra-Jand none can help him. 
ained.| C 5. )*Tis ſuch a ſtroke upon the Spirit of man 
Gen. as is a fearful ſign of his Eternal Reprobation.” Tis 
n; andſtrue, we cannot poſitively ſay of a man in this 
What Life, he is a Reprobate, one that Gad will never 
- dead ew mercy to; but yer there are ſome propable 
2IMarks of it upon ſome men in this World, and 
* 4 they are ot 2 rre.nbling Conſideration where. ever 
if ſoſthey appear; of which this is one of the ſaddeſt, 
oo 2 Cœ. 4. 3, If our Goſpel be bid, tis bid to thoſe 
nſtiznPbat are «oft in whom the God of this world bath 
4 oF bs 1 | 
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branch and withered; which is the very ſtate of theſe 
* barren, curſed Souls. And what follows: Why, 


. 


f 
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* blinded the minds of them whith believe not; leſt the 


Fight of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image 
of God, [bend ſhine unto them. So Ads, 13. 43-4 
many as were ordained unto eternal life believed. Te 
believe not, becauſe ye are not of my Sheep, John 10. 
26. And again, Mat. 13.11. To you it is given 


© to know the myſteries of the Kingdom, but to them: it 


it not given, There cannot be a more ' dreadful 
CharaQter of a Perſon marked out for wrath, 
than to continue under the Ordinances as the 
Rocks and Miry places do under the natural influ- 


- ences of Heaven, What bleſſed opportunities had 
Judas? He was under Chriſt own Miniſtry, he 


often heard the gracious words that proceeded 
out of his mouth; he was day and night in his 


Company, yet never the better: And why? Be- 


cauſe he was the Son of perdition; that is, a Man 
appointed to Deſtruction and Wratn. 
(6. ) And laſtly, to add no more. Tis fuch 


a ſtroke of God upon the Souls of Men, as immedi- 


ately fore-runs Hell and Damnation, Heb. 6. 8 But 
that which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is 
nigh unto a curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt, So that 
look as ſome Saintsinthis World have had apre- 
libation or foretaſte of Heaven, which the Scripture 


calls tbe earneſt of the Spirit; ſo this is a Precurſor 
of Hell, a ſign of wrath at thc door. We may ſay 
ot it, as *tis ſaid of the pale Horſe in the Revela- 
tion, that Heil follows it. If a man abide not in 


me, ( faith Chriſt, John 15: 6. he : cajt forth as 4 


ſaith he, men gather them, and caſt them into the 


as a. Sad a. Att. 
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| 8 
the | Fire, and they erg Lo, this is the Ven- 
Jage geance which the Goſpel executes upon this dar- 


g ieee. oo 
Te EFLECTIONS. | 
10. | 2: Wen then, bleſſed be God that ö 
wen made, me feel the ſaving power of * 2 
m it che Goſpel Onlet God beexalted for in. . 
afal | ever for CHEE That how. de- 
ath, feckire Joey | lam in common Gifts, tho' 1 have 
the [a dull Underſtanding, a leaking Memory, a Sham- 
fn. mering Tongue; yet | have felt, and do feel the 
had Power of the Goſpel upon my Heart. 1 bleſs thee 
de (my God) that although 1 labour under many 
ded: Spiritual Infirmities, yet I am not ſick of this in · 
his [curable Diſeaſe. I have given thee indeed juſt 
Be- ¶cauſe to inflict and execute this dreadful Curſe up - 
Man on me alſo, but thou haſt not dealt with me after m 
Deſerts; but according to the riches of thy Mercy. 
tuch [Some little Fruit being forth,and what it is, is by 
edi- vertue of wy Union with Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. 7. 4. 
But And th bath more in it as to my comfort, than 
1d is fall the glittering Gifts and ſplendid Fertan 
that lof the moſt glorious Hypocrite can yield to him, If 
pre- || might have my choice (faith one) | would chuſe 
pture land prefer the moſt deſpicable and fordid work 
Tor (of. a ruſtick Chriſtian, before all the Victories of 
1 ſay Alexander, and Trir -nphs of Ceſar; Bleſſed there- 
yela- I Te- be the Lord, who hath abounded unto me in all 
ot in 1/piritual bleſſings, in beavenly things in Chriſt Jeſus. 
> as a |- . cannot remember a Sermon as another can, 
theſe but bleſſed he Jod that I am able to ſavour it, and 
Vhy, feel it; that I have an Heart to love, and a will - 
0 the 0 obey all tbat God diſcovers to be my Duty . 


we, |: uy . 4 3. . | 2 3 3 
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the bottom of my beſt Duties? Have not my Diſ- 


A 


| "0 ha p 

| 2. O, then how li 
va re. to make my boaſt of Orginnets, nd 
fein. lor) in my External Priviledyes 
who never bear Spiritual Fxuit un- 
der them? If 1 well conſider my condition, there 
is matter of trembling, and not of glorying in theſ: 
things. It may be, while | have been glorying in 
them, and lifting up my ſecure Heart upon them 
the Lord hath been ſecretly blaſting my Soul un- 


74 
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der them, and inſenſibly executing this horrible 


Curſe by them. Shall I boaſt, that with'Caperna- 
um ] am lifted up to Heaven, ſince 1 may with them 


at laſt be caſt down to Hell? And if fo, Lord, what 
a Hell will my Hell be! It will be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah than for me. It drew 


Tears from the Eyes of Chrif, when he was look- 
ing upon Jeruſalem, under the ſame conſideration 
that I doubt I have cauſe to look upon my own 


Soul, Luk. 19.41. He wept over it, ſaying,” If thou 


* 


badſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the 


things which belong to thy peace ! But now they are bid 


from thine eyes. So long t have been a Hearer, a 


Profeſſor of the Goſpel, ſo many years 1 have in- 
joyed its diſtinguiſhing Ordinances, but have they 
not been al! dry and empty things to me? Hath 
not the Spirit of Formality acted me in them? 
Have not ſelf ends and worldly reſpects lain at 


courſes in Communion with the Saints, been 
Trade words, ſpeaking what | have learnt, but 
not felt? Sad is my condition now, but it would 
de deſperare and irrecoverable, ſhouldſt thon ex- 


ecute this Corſe upon me. 


3 Aud F 


1 
in- 
they 
Jath 
em? 
in at 
Diſ- 


been] 
but 


ould 
ex- 


Aud 


made my condition doubtful. 


And what may [think of my . 


condition? Lord, lacknowledge my 
unprofitableneſs under the Means n — 


hath been ſhamefal: and this hath - 


t have often trem- 
bled for fear, leſt my Root had been blaſted by 


foch aCurſe ; "bat if ſo, whence is this trembling 2 


Y 


Whence theſe tears and ſorrows about. it? Dohm 


ſuch Fruit grow in that Soyl which thou haſt Cur- - 


ſed lam told but now, that on whom this Judg- 
ment falls, to them thou giveſt an Heart that can- 


not repent. Lord, I bleſs thee for theſe evidences 


of freedom from the Curſe; for the fruits of fear 


ſorrow, and holy jealouſie. The 9 


Laus of men ff pare for the Fruits (man le 


fake, Jr a — thou ſpare me al⸗ preg- 
ſo my if there be found in me _ S 
a bleſſing in the bud, Ia. 65. 82 bre 

4. 75 conclude, what a ſerious 


The Goſpel 


Reflection ſhould this occaſion in e- preacher's - 
very Diſpeuſer of the Goſpel ? How fle&jor. 


ſhould he ſay when he goes to preach 
the Golipel, I am now going 


upon how many of my poor Hearers may the 
— barrenneſs be executed this 


Curſe of 
day! O bonn ſhould ſuch a thought melt his Heart 
into Compaſſion over them, and make him beg 


hard, and plead-carneſtly with God for a better 


iſſue ot the Goſpel than this upon them ? 
Fhe POEM. 
"0O.U that befides your. pleaſant fruitful Fields, 


2 
— —— cn 


Have we Bern oy Oka ground, that yields. E 
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to preach that word, 
which is to be a ſa var of Life of Death to theSoul ; | 


1 


Lo no advan e, nor doth your oft,” 
But all your 2 — 2 them's x 
Hearken to ine, PII teach you how to ger 
More profit by them, than if they mere ſar 
At higber Rents than what your Tenants os: 
® — moſt fertile Lands; and bere's the way. 
_ - Think when you viem them, why the Lord bath choſe 
.» Theſe, as the Emblems to decipher those 

F That under Goſpel. grace grow worſe ant worſe; 


For Means are fruitleſs where the Lord doth . 

|. ., Sweet Showers deſcend, the Sun bis beams re 

On both alike; but not with tile effet. 
Obſerve, and ſee bow after theſe vert Showers 
The G raſs and Corn revive ʒ the fragrant Elowers 
Shoot forth their beauteous beads, he p Valleys ing, 
Sets <- and ꝓreen as in the verdant Sy . N 

But Rooks grebarren ſtill,” „ 12 
Where nought but Flags, and 5s Ruſhes PU 

hes Mariſh Grounds there lyes this Cur ſe, 

22 e Rain falls, by ſo mut more the worſe, 

| Eves þo the: Bert of Grace, that ſwervly: fall 

. From Corman Fats Sr arè nat alike to I]. 

* Soul d 


— 223 


r 


1 


| 8th germinate aud bud, 
1 — © ths Reprobate it dach no good. 
© He's like the withered Fig: tree, void'of Fruit; 


A fearful-Cur ſe bath ſmote his Root. 

? Tie Hears — fat the Eyes 1 Fs; 
"The piercing" ſt twithin the Goſpel ere 2 

Sball be to hin bias us the Sun and Ram: * 

y - Are tooebdurate Rocks fruitleſs and dan. 

Be this your meditation when you walk 


; I h Rocks and "Ru gromds, a 
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IT is the 
Of ſugh bad 0 


the kingdom.of 


guide and d ĩrect his 
| el and even; (for * hand will he w 5 
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The heavenly te of earthly Things. 


With your own Sault; and let it make you fear 
Leſt (hat? 777 caſe that is deſcribed here. 
[run], go vou can male 
good Soul, I pray thee take 
Some pain about them ;, though they barren be, 
T hou ſeeſt bow 150 11 9 yi nes Þ Fruits to thee. 


2 . 0 
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| 2 H AP. VII. 
| Upon the Plowing of Comand 13 


The Nes guides bis Plow with care and Shan, - - 
So doth 0 Poon m pe . * 5 61 


T requires not Gay 8 but moch «kill and | f 
judgment, to manage and guide the Plow. The 


Hebrew word U77 which we Tranſlate to Plow, 


lignifics to bet intent, as an Artificer is about ſome 
curious piece of work. The Plow muſt neither o 
too ſhallow nor too deep in the Earth; it muſt nor 
indent the Ground. by making crooked Furrows, | 
nor leap and make baulks in good Ground; but be 
guided as to a juſt depth of Earth, fo to caſt the 
Furrow in a ſtraight line, that the foor or ſurface | 
of the Field may be made plain. As it is Ia. 28.25. 


| And hence that expreſſion, Lule 9.62. He that puts 


his hand to the Tur, and looks back, is not fit for 
Heaven. The meaning is, chat as he 
that plows muſt have bis Eyes always forward, tg | 
hand in caſting the fare f 
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2 by Spiritaetized; oO, 
' our when his eye is 220 ) So he that heartily — 
4 ſolves for — muſt addict bimfelf wholly a 
1 intently to the bufineſs of Religion, and not 
| 
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his Mind intangled with the things of this World 
= which he hath left behind him; whereby it ap- 
F pears, that the right management of the Plow 
- - requires as much skill as ſtrength. | 


APPLICATION. 
His Obſervation in Nature, ſer ves excellently 
to ſhadow forth this Propoſition in Divinity, 
' Thar the work of the Spirit in convincing and 
\ humbling the Heart of a Sinner, is a work wherein 
much of the Wiſdom, as well as Power: of God 
| 
' 


s diſcovered. The work of Repentance and ſaving 
FX Contrition, is ſet forth in S-ripture 


low ground ; that is, be convinced, 
hombled, and broken- hearted for 


cyl in Fob 


both theſe Works, appears in the 
followio Particulars. 


's reckoned one of the painfulleſt manual tbours. 
- the Heart of a ſecure, ſtout, and proud ſinner, in- 
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pected Soul, That it is as eaſie to raiſe the dead, as to 
. 
eurè, confident Sinner: *Tis as eaſie to rend the 
| Rocks, as to work faving Contrition upon ſuch a 
. * Citius ex * — all the — 
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” Cleſſus Aber. by this Metaphor of Plowing ; Jer. | 
terra, p 300. 4. 3. Hoſ. 10. 12. Plow up your fal- 


| Chap. 4. v. 8. Sin. And the reſemblance betwixt 


(1. ) "Tis a hard and difficult work to Plow, | 
It is alfo a very hard thing to convince and humble | 
_ durate in wickedneſs. What Lutber ſaith of a de- 
5 4 one: The ſame I may fay of the-ſe- | 


-. . oe Genes wat non. bo ya 


_— 


_ of Eſtate. H 


rows are deep 


1 
4 


ne, Ezck 
| 15 8 N 12. 8 2575 +5 the rock 
one plow there with Oxen ? ver when the Lord | 


party in the Power of bis Spirit, theſe Rocks do 2 


rend and yield to the Power of the Word. 31 
_., (2. ) The Plow pierces deep into the boſom of 
the Earth, .makes.( as it were) a deep gaſh or 
wound in the Heart of it, ſo doth the Spirit upon 
the Hearts of Sinners; be pierces their, very Souls 
by Conviction, As 2. 37. When ey... 

beard this, they were pricked (or pier- Key nee | 
ced point : blank) to the heart. Then 7 — 5 wn 
the Word divides the. Soul and Spirit, HT: CER 
Heb. 4.12. It comes upon the Con- 1 


| ſcience with ſuch piercing ng dilemmas, and tites the 


Sword of Conviction ſo deep into their Souls, that 


there is no ſtenching the Blood, no healing this 


Wound, till Chriſt himſelf come and undertake the 
Cure. Heæret laters letbalis arundo; this barbed J 
Arrow cannot be pulled out of their Hearts by a- 

ny, but the hand that ſhot it in. Diſcogrſe with ich 4 


| a Soul about his Troubles ,and he will tell jou, that 


all the ee that ever be had in tbis World. loſs. 
„Children, or whatever elſe, are: 4 
25 nay ings 0 — this ſwalows up all dur 
that Chriſtian Niobe, Lule 0 
7. Tones ved bn into _ Now dee calleth un- 
to deep at the noiſe of his watey ſpouts, when the waves. | 


aud billows of 2 over tho Saul. Spiritual ſor- 
aters, in which the ſt outeſt and 


walt — Soul would fink and een 


a Þ , ; , 
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not Jeſus Chr; by a fecret and ſy rein Hand, 
' hold it up 9 n 


23 $3) The "Ihe Dow feds th Exh bn pts 


. 1 hang wels wllich formerly y cloſe. Thus 
Adoth the Spirit of Convictibn rend in ſander the 
| Heart,and its moſt beloved Laſts, Joel 2. 1 3. Rent 
vou bearts, and not your gar ments; that is, rather 
than your Garm 
1 the expreſſion be nep mY — d this tend- 
” ing 7 rm not only — K 5 cannot be 
| rent aſunder without angui 575 only force 
| and violence; the Heart is a ſtubborn and knotty 
{ 


piece, and will not eaſily yield; but it alſo implies 

-- diſanion of parts united; as when a Garment, 

or the Earth, or a continuous Body is rent, thoſe 
parts are — . which formerly cleaved toge- 

der. Sin and the Soul were glewed faſt together 

. before, there was no parting of them, they would 

28 ſoon part with their Lives, as with their Lufts , 


f Þut now when the Heart is rent for them truly, it is 


| alſo rent from them everlaſtingly, Ez.7: 1 5,to rg. 
(.) The Plo turns up and diſcovers ſuch 
. mine as lay hid in thie Boſom of the Earth before, 
and were (oVered uader a fair green ſurface from 
tbe Eyes of M. Thus when the Lord plows up 
the Heart of a Sinner by Conviciion, then the ſe- 
2 ets of his Her rt are made maniife 2c. 14.245 
5. the mo? ſeeret and ſhanteful 'Sigs will theft 
out; For the Word of God it quick and powerful, 
| than any two-edzed Sword, piercing even tothe 
viding of the ſoul and ſpirit, the dini and marrow, 


tens 
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befote was ugited, and makes thoſe 


ents; for the ſenſeis comparative, | 


* Ps e of” the * aud oo in- 


OO „%„— ER 


barn jnvrardly, fo that che Soul hath no reſt a 
Confelfion give a vent to trouble. Fain would the 


[ſhuffling Sinner conceal and hide his ſhame, but the 


word follows him through all his ſinful ſhifrs,and 

brings him at laſt to be his own, both Accuſer, 

Witneſs, and Judge. | 
(J.) The work of the Plow is but opus ordina- 


|tite,a preparative work in order to Fruit. Should 


the Husbandman plow his ground never ſo often, 
yer if the Seed be not caſt in and quickned, in vain is 
the Harveſt expected. Thus Conviction alſo is but 
a preparative to a farther work upon the Soul of a 
Sinner. If it ſtick there, and go no farther, it 
proves but an abortive or untimely Birth. Many 
have gone thus far, and there they have ſtuck ; 
they have been like a Field plowed but not ſowed, 


under ſuch 4 Sermon to Converſion ? My Sins 
were ſet in order before me, my Conſcience awa- 
kened and terrified with the guilt of them ; many 


ing. Many Souls have I known ſo terrified with 


them 


——— — . —ü——Eã8—3edk. —AmEꝑ — Nees 


. heavent uſe of earthly things. 58 


and, | tents of the Heart, Heb. 4. 12. It makes the Fire 


which'is a matter of trembling conſideration ; for 
hereby their Sin is greatly aggravated, and their 
Eternal Miſery ſo much the more increaſed. O, 

| [when a poor Damned Creature ſhall with horror 
reflect upon himſelf in Hel), how near was I once 


Purpoſes and Reſolves I had then to tarn to God, 
which had they been perfe&ed by anf / erable Exe- 
cutions, ł had never come to this place of Torment ; 
but chere! kuck, and that was my Eternal nndo- . 
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the guilt of ſin, that they have come roaring under 
horrors of Conſcience to the Preacher; ſo that one 
would think ſuch a breach had been made betwixt 
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the pardon of her manifold Abe 


idem 70 fn ow þ peyer he be ge 7 
"36 afer [ ich 
a E. 5 e El 
8 In 
red and | ane mids the of 1 1 then the 
work goes on ſweetly and ealily. And never dot! 


the Heart fo kindly. melt, as 1 bet the Goſpe 


Clouds diſſolve, and the free Grace and Love of 
Chriſt comes ſweetly ſhowring down upon it 
then it releats and mourns ingenyouſly, Exel. 16 
63. That thou maiſt remember, aid be confounded 


| and; never open thy mouth any more _becauſe of th 


ſhame, . when I am pacified towards thee for all tha 
done. $o it was with that poor Penitent, 

Lale 7. 33. when the Lord Jeſus had diſcovered 
to her the n riches . Grace, in 
nations ; her 

Heart fnelted within her, ſhe waſhed the Feet of 
Chriſt with Tears. And indeed, there is as much 
difference betwixt the Tears which are forced by 


the Terrors of the Law, and thoſe which are ex- 
tracted by the Grace oft the 


oſpel, as there is de- 
alan, Who wer 77 


twixt thoſe of a Condemned 


to conſider the miſery he is under, and thoſe o 


2 M. ue actor, that receives his pardon at the 
of the Ladder, and is melted by the Mercy 
and Clemep cy of his, gracions Prince towards him. 
. CG.) Tae Plow Kills thole rank Weeds which 
grew in the Field, turns them up by the Roots, 
buries and rots them. So dot ſaving Conviction 
kill Gn at the Root, makes the Soul ſick of it, be- 

gets indignation in the Heart againſt it 2C0r,7. 11. 


Them word eee * zue the 1 of 


was, %* Ii © 4” oS 


e an tm 


— LEES 


nas Boys ban ot A Who 


S oe ee 7 
Is henvebly uſe of earthly things. $7 
I the Stomach, and being angry even unto ſickneſs; 5 
Je religious wrath is the hercelt wrath, now the Squl 
cannot endure Siu, trembles at it. [find a VN 1 
more bitter then death ( faith penitent Salomon) Eccl. 
7. 26. Conviction, like a Sur feit, makes the Soul to 
ioath what it formerly loved and delighted in. 
8.) That Field is not well plowed, where the _ 
I Plow jumps and skips over good ground, and 
"| makes baulks, it muſt tun up the whole Fieldalike, 
and that Heart is not favingly convicted where a» 
Iny Loſt is ſpared and left untouched. Saving Con- 
viction extends it ſelf to all ſins, not only to ſin in 
general, with this cold Confeſſion, I am a ſinner; 
but to the particulats of ſin, yea, to the particular +, 
circumſtances and aggravations of time, place, man- 
ner, occaſions, thus and thus have I done; to the 
ſin of nature, as well as praiſe, Bebold I was 'M 
in iniquity, Plal. 51. 5. There muſt be no baulking © 
of any fin; the ſparing of one fig is a ſure Argu- 
ment thou art not truly humbled for any fin. So | + 
far is the convinced Soul from a ſtndious conceal- 
ment of a beloved Sin, that it weeps over that 
more than over any other actual fin. _ | 


(9.) New ground is much more eaſily plowed 
than that which by long lying out of Tillage is 
more conſolidated and clung together by deep. 
0 | rooted Thorns and Brambles, which ri nder di- 

cult to the Plom an. This old ground is like an 

, | old Signet, chat hath lain a long time hardening 
Aion under the means of Grace. O the difficulty of con- 

"x. | Tigcing ſuch a Perſon ! Sin hath gat ſuch rooting 
In his Heart, be is fo habituated to the reproofs and 
ing of | ls ofthe Word,that few ſuch are wrought upon. ; 
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* How many young Perſons are called to one obdu r 


and had re:ained to my everlaſting ruin, hadſt 


4 


1 


e ſuch a Saul. at 
81 ma We theſe, G 


2 — red! That God ſhoyld ſend forth hie 
„ 


be hath left, ſo many of more tender, ingenuous, 
© Feet, and melting Tempers, without 125 Cul- 


have experienced thy Divine and irreliſtible Pow- 


with Co. ds fr Conviction and Sorrow ;, of 1 


Ob, how did 1 ſtruggle and oppoſe thee, as « 
,V hou badſt come wich the Sword of an Ene- T 


Hilal ina, Or, 


rate, Ar Sinner? I do not ſay but o 
the. eleventh 


rods 8 Ecel. 7.2 Gard» E. 5 0 


| pages have I found, &c. Few that have long refit. I 
© ed the Goſpel, that come afterwards to feel the » 
4 ſaving Efficacy thereof. | 


REFLECTIONS. | 
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Word and Sp Ir to plow up my hard : 
and ſtony Beart! Yea, mine, When fa 


tore, or Means of Grace. 951 bleſſed Goſpel !. 
Heart-diſfolving Voice! l bave felt cite Efficacy, 


1; thou art indeed ſharper than any two-edged 
Sword, and woundeſt to the Heart, but thy] 
wounds are the wounds of a Friend. All thef 
wounds thou haft made in my Soul, were ſo 
many doors opened to let in Chriſt; all the 
blows thou gaveſt my Conſcience, were but to 
beat off my Soul from fin, which 1 embraced, 


thou not ſe >arated them and ne. O Wiſe and 
Mercitul Pt.yſician, thou didſ: indeed hind me 


was only to cut out that Stone in my 
which had killed me if it had continued. ore 


wy,l 


— —— AH — — — — 


2 . = 


— 


AR rather thoa the Lance and Probe of a ilfe. 
tender · hearted Phyſician ? Bleſſed be the day 
God herein my-fin was difcovered and imbittered 
O happy Sorrows which prepared for ſuch match- 
eſs Joys! O bleſſed Hand which turned my Salt 
Waters into pleaſant Wine, and after many 
pangs and ſorrows of Soul didſt bring forth the 
achild of Deliverance and Peace? 
2. But Oh, what a Rock of Ada- 
. [mant is this Heart of mine, that ne- 2 e Aede 
rer yet was wonnded and ſavingly 405 — 
pierced for ſin by the Terrors of the 
Law, or melting voice of the Goſpel ! Long have I 
Pee under the Word but when did l feel a relen- 
ing pang ? O my Soul! My ſtupified Soul ! Thou 
alt got an Antidote __ Repentance, but haſt 
| bs any againſt Hell? Thou canſt keep out the 


our 


„ 4s 
Pon. 
fiſt. 
| the 


Imi- 
' his 

ard 
hen 


errors of the Lord hereafrer? If thou couldſt turn 


judgment, as eaſily as thou doſt to the 1 intreaties 
c df Chriſt in the day of Grace, it were ſomewhat; 
ut ſurely there is no defence agzinſt that. Ah, Fool 


tow to quench thoſe flames they warn me of. 
3. And may not I challenge the 
rſt place among all the Mourners The Miſcarry- 
n the World, who have loſt thoſe "1efion, 9 
Convictions which at ſeveral times 
ame upon me under the Word? | have been of- 
enawaken'd by it, and filled with terrors and 
remblings under i it; : but thoſe troubles have foon 


moved 


—— — — — . — Sr on — ů — — — — 


ſenſe of fin now, but art thou able to keep out the 


deaf Ear to the ſentence of Chriſt in the day of | 


at | am, to quench the ſe Convict ions, unleſs Iknew : 


, (oe off 3 my Heart FINE Water re- 


4 from the ire) EA. to its — * coldl 
nes. Lord, What adifmal caſt am lin? Man 


h — — with Aout 
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Coavictions have | choaked and ſtrangled, which 
it may be ſhall never more be reviv'd, until thor 


C revive them againſt me in Judgment. I have beei 
10 pangs, and brought forth nothing but Wind 


my Troubles have wrought no deliverance, nei 
ther have my Luſts fallen before them: My Con 
ſcience indeed hath been ſometimies ſick with fin 
yea, ſo ſick as to vomit them up by an external 
partial reformation z but then with the Dog hav 


returned again to my Vomit, and now | doubt 
am given over to an Heart that cannot repent. Ol 
that thoſe travelling pangs could be quickned 2 


| args ! but alas ! they are ceaſed, I am like a Priſc 
ped, and again recovered, whom tbe Jay 


muſt, (how terrible ſoever it appear to him) 


dure the pain of breaking and ſetting them again, 
it erer he be made a found man. O that | might 
_ rather chuſe to be the Object of thy wounding 
Mercy, than of thy ſparing Cruelty] If thou plos 


not ap my Heart again by compunction, I know 


The POE U 


Heres dhll in Plawing, that the Sloman bnow 


| Irons. Sarely, O my Soul! 
if thy Spiritual Troubles return not again, 
are but gone back to bring Eternal Troubles. lt 
Is with thee, O my Soul! as with a man whoſg 
Bones have been broken, 


the) 


* 


and not well ſet; who 


it moſt * ent ia pieces at lait ee 


rennen 


Se 


ole] The ſeed is hes — or elſe 
ry: To Rooks and Daws EAR. 
This, as a lively Emblem, fitly may 
Deſcribe the bleſſed Spirit's work 5 way 
1 Whoſe work on Souls bit this hed bee; 
.] Betwixt them both thus the reſemblance hes. 
Souls are the Soyl, Conviction is the Plow ; 
2 Workmen draw, the Spir it 2 wk, 
He puides the work, and in 
Hie Workmens pains with ſw. et De, 
The heart prepar d, he ſcatters in the ſeed, 
Which, in its ſeaſon, forings, no Fowl nor Weed = 
Shall pick it up, or choak this ſprmging Corn, 
ill it be bau ed in the beavenly Barn. 
hen thus the Spi it plows up the fallow ground, 
ben with ſuch fruits bis ſervants work is cronn'd, 
] yr I iends of C briſt and Scuis ſay nom, 
aſs by the Fields, God ſpeed the Plow. 
A n Flom, thin, »ſhel ground doth turn 
1 7 bat little ſeed which ſprings, f 2 beams burn. 
The reſt uncovered lycs, which Fowls devour : = 
Alas! their bi arts were touch d, but not with power. 
s of this world have drown'd _ 
it peep'd 3 ae 3 


6 ; Ds l 

| T beſe Embrro's nev-r" come to timely B'rth,- 

* | Ferauſe the ſeed th ns ſown wants depth of earth. 

1 Twe O God, che bottom of my hem: 

| nd, to 'the ſeed that's ſown, do thou impart a 
Thy choiceſt bleſſmp. Though 1 weep and er L 

In this wet FA,; if I may return -— | 

VVith ſheaves of joy; theſe fully will reward © 
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The choiceſt Wheat js (ill reſerꝰꝰ d for Seed, For 
But gracious Principles are choice indeed. 2. 


Hr are very careful and curious a. 
bout their Seed- Corn, that it may not onli 
de clean and pure, but the beſt and moſt excellent 

in its kind, Iſa. 28. 25. He caſteth in the prmcipal 
. Y7heat. If any be mare full and weighty than o- Ai 
ther, that is reſerved. for Seed. *Tis uſual wien 
Nusbandmen to pick and leaſe their Seed: Corn hy: a: 
K. hand, that they may ſeparate the Cockle and Dar- 
nel, and all the lighter and hollow Graias from it, . 
wherein they manifeſt their diſcretion, for accor- 
- ding to the vigour and goodneſs of the Seed, the 
fruit, and production is like to be. {+ 
Mt choice and principal $ecd-Corn with 
' which the Fields are ſowed, after they are I. 
prepared for it, doth admirably {ſhadow forth} , 
-- thoſe excellent principles of Grace infuſed into. 
the regener: te Soul. Their agreement, as they 
are both Se d, is obvious in the Tea following 
Particulars, and their excellency above other 
Principles in Seven more. uri 
I. Tig Earth at firſt naturally brought forth 
Corn, and every Seed yield ing Fruit, without hu- 
mane Induſtry; but ſince the Cur ſe came npon it, 
it muſt be plowed and ſawed, or no Fruit can be 
|; „ © Wigs. 15 | 25 „ene expected. | 


«+ . . 
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xpected. 80 Man at firſt had all the Principles of 
olinefs in his nature, but now they muſt be in- 
iſed by Regeneration, or elſe his nature is as void. 
f holineſs as the barten and untilled Deſart is of 


—_.. 1 „ 6 
2. The earlier the Seed is fown, the better it is 
ooted and enabled to endure the -Aſperities of 
he Winter; ſo when Grace is early infuſed, when 
Nature is ſanctiſied in the Bud, Grace is thereby ex- 
eedingly advantaged : Twas Timothy's ſingular 
dvantage that he knew the Scriptures of a Child. 
3. Froſts and Snows conduce very much to the 
0. pell· rooting of the Seed, and makes it ſpread, and 


fickions, which uſually the People of God meet 
ar- Fich after their Calling, and often in their very. 
i, eed-time, 1 Theſ. 1. 6. Aud yon became followers 

or · I if and of the Lord, baving received the word in 
che Buch affii®ion. But if they have fair Weather then, 

p be fore they ſhall meet with Weather hard e- 

„ Jongh afterwards, Heb, 10. 32. But call to remem- 
ich Fance the former days, in which after ye mere illumi- 


ike Root much the better. So do ſanctified Af- 


are Bited. ye endured a great fight of afflifions, = 


th} 4. When the Seed is caſt into the Earth, it muſt 
auto Be covered up by the Harrow; the uſe whereof in 
jnsbdandry,is not only to lay a plain fic or(as they 
ak ) but to open: ad let in the Corn to the bo- 


ne moſt wiſe God provide for the ſecurity of that 


his people. He is as well the Finiſher as the Au- 
or of their Grace, Heb. 12. 2. And of this they 


5 — my = * 28 — 0 ON 


m of the Earth, and there cover it up for its ſe- 
urity from Birds that would devour it. Thus doth 


race which he at firſt diſſeminated in the Hearts 


2 
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* 
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4 3 RD 
may 3 hath begun a goodſ re 
work in RES] Rn day off. 
Chriſt. F. God oyer the Grages of hi & 
People, is lize;the covering of the ſeed for ſecnrity mi 
| 5. Seed-corn is in its own nature of much more} g 
value and worth than other Corn; the Husband 4 
” mancaſtsin the Principle- Wheat. So are the Seeds 
' of Grace ſown in the renewed Soul; for it's calþ,; 
leg, The ſeed of God, 1 John 3. 9. The divine na 
N ture, 2 Pet. 1. 4 One dram of Grace is far be. 
yond all the glory of this World; it's more x | 
ous than Gold which periſhes, 1 Pet. 1. 7 
price of it is above Rubies, and all ht this Jn de 
x five is not to be compared with it, Prov. 3. 15. he 
S5. There is a great deal of ſpirit and vigour inf 9. 
E a little Seed, though it be ſmall in bulk, Fet it iÞ or 
great in vertue a Gracious habits are 
alſo vigorous and efficacious things; ſuch is theirſroy 
efficacy that they overcome the World. John 5$4;th 
4. Whatſoever is born of God overcometh the World thin, 
* They totally alter and change the Perſon in whomſrho 
they are. He that perſecuted us in times paſt, nonſo G 
Preache th the Faith which once be deſtroyed Theſſn ſo 
enable the Soul to do and ſuffer great things fo 10 
God, Heb. 1 1. 33, 34, 35. Year: 
7. The ft.:1k and ear are potentially and virtuallſpart: 
ia a ſmall Crain of Coru. So axe all the fruits of o-fþs m 
bedience w aich Believers afterwards bring, fort! ies: 
to God -irrually contained in thoſe habits or ſeedÞpye 
of Grace. Tis ſtrange to conſidet, chat from a Au und 
fard-ſeed (which, as Chriſt faith, is the leaſt of af A 
Seeds) ſhonld grow ſuch great Branches, that th — 


Birds of the Air may build 50 Neſts i in theme 
: Surely 


_ 


2 
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evements of the moſt renowned Believers 
x from ſmall rb at iſt, to that 


vinency und glory. 
0 . The frairfulachs of the Seed depends upon 
JÞe Son and Rain, by which they-arequickned, as 
opened largely in the next Chapter. And the 


:4hendance upon the aſſiſting and exciting Grace 
be pithout us. For though in be true, they are Im- 


Cl jortal Seeds; yet that is not ſo much from their 


n ſtrength, as from the Promiſes made to them, 


de Ind that conſtant influx from above, by which 


hey are revived and preſerved from time to time. 
9. The Seed is fruitful in ſome Soyls more than 


in 


t in others, proſpers much better and comes ſooner 


ao maturity. So — Grace thrive better, and 


\Ceirfrow faſter in ſome Perſons than in others. Tour 


1 5 tb groweth exceedingly, 2 Tbeſ. 1. 3. Whilſt the 


rh bings that are in others are ready to die, Rev. 3. 2. 


omThough no man's Heart be naturally a kind Soyl 


,-the-Heroical and Famous Acts and has 


rinciples of Grace in us have as neceſſary r 


Ly 24 2. a — 25 . 8 


nonſo Grace, yet doubtleſs Grace is more advantaged a 


heyſn ſome diſpoſitions than in others. 
for 10, And laſtly, their Agreement as Seed ap- 


ears in this, the Seed - corn is ſcattered into all 


allſparts of the Field, as proportionably 2nd equally 


tos may be. So is Grace diffus'd into all the Facul- 


ortiſies; Judgment, Will, and all the A 


1005 are 


eedFowed with theſe new Principles The God f peace 


MuFandifie you wholly, 1 Thel. F. 23. 


mY iy And thus you ſee why Principles of Grace are 
led Seed. Now in the next place ( which is the 


= cond thing promiſed, and mainly deſigned in this 


ly 
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you that true Grace excels all other Principles by 
which other Perſons are acted, even as the princil : 


4 


Chapter) to ſhew yon the choiceneſsand excellen 
cy of theſe holy Principles with which SanQtifie, 


Souls are embelliſht and adorned';-and to convinc 


pal Wheat doth: the Chaff, and-refuſe ſtuff, I ſhal 


bere inſtitute a compariſon betwixt Grate and th 
moſt ſplendid common Gifts in the World, andi ſ 


its tranſcendent Excellency above them all wi 
evidently appear in theſe ſeven following Parti 


ix; The moſt excellent common Gifts come * 


| of the common Treaſury of God's bounty, and that 


in a natural way. They are but the Improvement 
of a man's natural Abilities, or (as one calls them 


the Sparks of nature — by the Wind of 
more benign and liberal Education; but Principle 
of Grace are of a Divine and Heavenly original 
and extraction, not enduced or raiſed from Nature, 
but ſupernaturally infuſed by the Spirit from or 
high, Jobs 3. 6. That which is born of the fleſtris fleſh 
aud tbat which is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit, When 
Soul is ſanctified by them, be partakes of the Divine 
: MNature,2 Pet. 1. 4. is born not of flaſb nor of blood, uo 
of the will of Man, but of God, John 1. 13. In thi 
reſpect they differ from Gifts, as the heavenly 
Mauna whi eh was rained down from Heaven dif 
fers from common Bread, which by pains and in 
duſtry ne Earth produces in a natural way. 


* neſs and ſolid comfort to the Soul that Grace doth 


4 they are but a dry ſtalk that affords no Meat for a 
"lf Soul to feed on. A Man may have an under ſt and 
MR Pi Jn 5 _ 
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- 2. The beſt natural Gifts afford not that ſweet - 


* 
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nen! ing full of light, and an heart void of comfort at 

Gel the fame time; dut Grace is a Fountain of pureſt _ 
rind living ſtreams of Peace and Comfort, + Pet. 1. 8. 
s bl Eclieving we rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of 
incil glory: Light. is ſown for the righteous, and joy for the 
upright in heart. All true pleaſures and delights 
are ſeminally in Grace, Pſalm 97. 11. They are 
ſown for them in theſe Divine and Heavenly 
will Graces, which are glory in the Bud. | 

artil 3. Gifts adorn the Perſon. but do 
not ſecure the Soul from wrath. A | cone in 
eon Man may be admired for them a- f! Heal. 
that] Mong Men, and rejected Erernally | 5 
nent by God. Who can conſiderately read that ſixth 
nem Chapter of the Hebrems, and not tremble to think 
| of I in what a forlorn caſe a Soul may be, thovogh ſet 
iplc off and accompliſht with the rareſt Endowmears 
Jof this kind, at. 7. 22? We read, that many ſhall _ 
ture | ſay to Chriſt in that day, Lord, Lord, beve we not 
n oll bropheſied in thy name, and in thy name caſt cut De- 
fleſh oils, Cc. and jet themſelves at laſt caſt out as a 
nen A prey to Devils. How Divinely and Rhetoricafy 
ivind did a Balaam ſpeak and propheſie, Numb. 237 
d,no What rare and excellent Parts had the Scribes and 
. this) © bariſees ? Who upon that account were ſt iled 
ren Principes feculs, the Princes of the World, 1 Cor. 
dif 2.8 What profound and excellert carts had the 
d in Heathen Sages and Philo/ophers ? Thele things are | 
ſo far from ſecuring the Soul againſt the wrath to 
veet· come, that they often expoſe it unto wratu, and are 
oth 4 as Oyl to increaſe the Eternal Burnings; but nox 
for a gracipns Principles E e the T4 IHE c 45 
tand4 the Apoſtle calls them, Erb 6. Things that accom- 
ing | G | 2 
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Trike 4 prect- 


+ pany and have Salvation in them. Theſe are theſt 
things on which the Promiſes of Salvation run le 


and theſe Treaſures are never found but in Ele; 


Veſſels. Glory is by Promiſe aſſured and made} 


t 
. 
; bk 


over to him that poſſeſſes them. There is bat a 
little point of Time betwixt him and the glorifiedſc 


Spirits above. And how inconſiderable a matter-ist 


a little Time, which contracts and winds up apace ?|f 


For now is our Salvation nearer than when we beliewved-(} 


help him. Ariſtotie ſaid, a little knowledge about 
much of earth 


1. 12.) (5. e.) Fheir Eearning hanged in their 


the Monſtraus Birth ot Sovl-damning Hereſies Cu- 


þe 


| 
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ons young Schotar-; the Devil deſires to head ru- 


And hence the Scriptures ſpeak of themas already 
ſaved, Rom. 8. 24. We are ſaved by hope, becauſe 
its as ſure as if we were in Heaven. We are made] 
to {it an, bearenly- places.” 12 55 ft 06; 
4. Gifts may damnife the per ſon that poſſeſs 
them; and it may be better in reſpect of a Man's 
own condition he had never had them. A nowledge 
(faith the Apoſtle) puffeth up, 1 Cor. 8. 1. makes 
the Soul proud and flatulent. Tis a hard thing to] 
know much. and not to kabw it too mach. The] 
Saints knowledge is better than the Scholar's; for 
he hath his own heart ĩnſtead of a Commentary to 


heavenly n gh conjectural, is better than 
arthly things, though certain. T be world 
by wiſdom knew not God, ( faith the & poſtle, 1 Cor; 


light. they wert too wiſe tõ ſrbmĩt to the ſimplici· 
ty of the n excellent Parts of the old He- 
reticks, did, but ſerve to Mid wife into the World 


pit abs te onari diabblus, as Auſtin (aid to that mgeni- 


ed by thee: But nd Grace in it ſelf is not ſhbjeRt 


— om—emnmnm— * 


The heavenly afe ng be., 98 
0 theſto ſuch abuſes; it cannot be the: proper Bi. 
run z cauſe of any evil effect: It: cannot. puff up rhe 
Elec neart, but always humbles & 3 nor ſetve the 
made Derit's deſigns, but ever oppoſes them. 
bat a] 5. Gifts may be given a Man for the ſake of 
rified others, and not ont of love to himſelf; they are 
ter is but as an excellent Diſh: of Me which a Man 
pace ? ſends to a Nurſe, not for her ſake ſu much as for 
ved Ihis Child that ſucks her. God indeed makes uſe 
ready ſof them to do his Children good, the Church is 
cauſeſbenefited by them, though themſelves are but 
made like Cocks, they prepare excellent Diſhes on which 
167" * Jthe Saints feed, and are nouriſhed; though them- 
offeſs [ſelves taſte them not. They are dona miniftrantia, = 
Man's [non ſan@ificantia, miniſtring. but not ſanctifying 
vledge Gifts, proceeding not from the good will of God 
nakes to him that hath them, but to thoſe he benefits 
ng to by them. And Oh, what a ſad Conſideration will 
Ie this be one day to ſuch a Per ſon to think, 1 help- 
; for Jed ſuch a Soul to Heaven,' wane | my ſelf mult 
ry to lodge in Hell. | 
about | 6. Sin in the raign and power of it may cohabit - 
than [with the moſt excellent natural Gifts under the 
world [ſame roof, i mean in the ſame Heart. A Man may 
Cor. have the Tongue of an Angel, and the Heart of 2 
their Devil. The wiſdom of the Philoſophers ( ſaith 
plici-¶ Lactantius) non t xcindit vitia ſed Aena, did not 
J He- root out, hut hide their Vices. The Learned Pha- 
Forld I riſees were but painted Sepulchres; Gifts are but 
Cu- as a fair Glove drawn over a foul hand. But now 
geni · Grace is incompatible with fin in dominion; it pu- 
lern- [1ifies theHeart, At 15.9. eleanſes the Conſci- | 
jet nn, 09-04: . Affections and Loſi”, | 
1 2 | 


ſuaid, Couet — the beſt gifts, and yet I ſhew unto 


4 


at death. Doth not his excellency which is in bim go 


of the Fleſh, Gal. 8. 24. - is not content with we 


concealment, but ruin of Corruptions. re 
7. And laſtly. Gifrs muſt leave us at laſt. Whe- of 
ther there be knowledge, | that ſhall ceaſe. All fleſh is]. 

graſs, and the odlinefs of it as the. flower of the 
graſs ; the graſs withers, the flower fadeth, but the 
word of the Lard abideth for ever, Ita. 40. 6, 8. 
Many times they leave a man before Death. nel. 


knock, if it hit right (as one faith )- may make a 
Wiſe man a Fool. But to be ſure, they all leave us 


in 
the 


away ? Job 4. 21. yea, then all natural excellency — 


de parts. Death ſtrips the Soul of all thoſe ſplendid 
Ornaments, then the Rhetorical Tongue is ſtruck 
Dumb; the nimble Wit and curious Fancy ſhall en- 
jertain your Ears with no more pleaſant diſcourſes. 
m jocos dabis, as Adrian ſaid to his depart- J.; 
ing Soul; bat Grace aſcends with the Soul into 
Eternity. and there receives its perfection and ac- 
compliſhment. Gifts take their leave of the Soul, 
as Orpha did of Naom:; but Grace. ſaith then a8 we 
Ruth, Where thou goeſt 1 will o, and where thay 

lodyeſt I will lodge,and nothing all ſerarate thee an n 
me. Now put all this together, and then judge * 
whether the Apoſtle ſpake Hyperboles, when he 


anc 


you 4 more excellent way, 1 Cor. 12. ut. And thus 
* Ave the Choiceneſs of theſe Principles alſo. 


"REFLECTIQNS n 2 

The Lines are fallen to me in a * 

* Gr . leaſant place, may the gracious Soul 8. 
Sion, we J. How defective ſoever [am in}, 


Gifts, yet bleſſed be the Lord, — 


the 
be- 


5 is 
the 


tbe 
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Ine 
te a 
e us 
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hath ſown the. Seeds of true Grace in my Heart. 
What tho* I am not famed and honovred among 
Men, let it ſuſfice me that | am precious in theEyes 

of the Lord. Tho' he hath not abounded to me 
in Gifts of Nature, yet bleſſed be the God and Fatber 
of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath abounded to we in 

al ſpiritual bleſſings, in beavenly laces, in Chriſt Je- 


ſus, Epb. 1. 3. Is not a true Jewel. tho' ſpurn'd in 


the dirt, more precious than a falſe one, tho” ſet 
in Gold? Why art thou troubled, O my Soul, for 
the want of theſe things which Reprobates may 


have? And art not rather admiring and bleſſing 


God for thoſe things which none but theDarlings 
and Favourites of Heaven can have? Is not an 
Ounce of pure Gold more valuable than many 
Pounds of gilded Braſs ? What tho' the Dews of 


| Helicon'deſcend not upon my Head, if in the mean 


time the ſweet influences of Sion fall upon my 
Heart? O my God ! how much ſoever others ace 


elated by the light of their knowledge, lhave cauſe 


with humility to adore thee for the heavenly heat 
with which thou haſt warmed my Affect ions. 
Panſe a while my Soul upon this 
point. With what Seed is my Heart . Inopnad 
ſown, and of what kind are thoſe gion. 192 
things wherein I excel others? Are 
they indeed ſpecialSeeds of rate, or commonGifts 
and natural Excellencies ? If the latter, little cauſe 
have I to pride my /elf in them, were they ten thou- 
ſand times more than they are. If theſe things be 
indeed the things that accompany Salyation, the 


Seed of God, the true and real work of Grace, 
then (1.) How comes it 


to paſs that I 
& 2 | | 


never 
found __ 


— 1 
2 Sowa 


found any throws. or travelling pangs in the pro- 
duction of them ? It's affirmed, and generally ac- 


knowledged, that the nem Creature is never brought 


forth without ſuch paim and compunctions of heart 
AGs 2. 37. I have indeed often felt an aking bead, 
whilſt I have read and ſtudied to increaſe my 
knowledge; but when did I feel an aking beart 
for ſin? Oh, I begin to ſuſpect, that it is not right. 


Lea, (2.) And my ſuſpicion increaſes whiles 


conſider that Gr ace is of an humbling-nature, 1 Cor. 
15. 10. Lord, how have I been elated by my 


Gifts, and valved my ſelf above what was meet? 


O how have l delighted in the noiſe of the Phæriſee: 
Trumpet! Mat. 6. 2. No Muſick ſo ſweet as chat. 


Say, O my Conſcience, have I not delighted more 


- Men; than the approbation of God ? 


in the Theater; than the Cloſet ? In 11 of 

Oh how 
many evidences doſt thou produce againſt me? In- 
deed theſe are ſad ſymptoms that | have ſhewed 
rhee, but there is yet another which renders thy 


canſt make no rational defence againft,even the in- 
effectualneſs of all thy Gifts and Knowledge to 


mortifie any one of all thy Luſts. It's beyond all 


diſpute, that Gifts may, but Grace cannot conſiſt 
without Mottification of ſin, Gal. 5. 24. Now 


what Luſt hath fallen before theſe excellent Parts 


af mine? Doth not Pride, Paſſion Covetouſneſs, and 
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indeed the whole body of ſin live and thrive ia me 
as much as ever? Lord, I yield the cauſe, l can de- 


« 


fend it no longer againſt my Conſcience,which caſts 


and cogdemns me by ful proof, to be but in a 
wretched curſed, lamentable Fate, notwithſtand- 


ing 


— FD — —— — — 


caſe more ſuſpicious yet; yea, that which thou | 


— ON rr” "mm wy mn wy Dr — 
ing all my Knowledge and flouriſhing Gifts. O 
ſhew me a more excellent way. Lord! That I 
had the ſincerity of the pooreſt Saint; though | 
ſhould loſe the applauſe of .all my Parts: With 
theſe I ſee 1 may go to Hell, but without ſome 
better dige no hope of Heaven. 


The POEM. 

| Reat difference betwixt that Sced is ſcund, 

With which you ſow your ſeveral plots of ground. 
Seed-wheat doth far excel in dignity, 
= cheaper Barley, and'the courſer Rye. 
gb in © they good and wholeſome are, 
— theſe with choiceſt Wheat may not compare. 
Mens hearts — 1 are ſow'd with different C rain; 
Some baſer, ſome more noble, ſome agam 
Excelling both the former, more than li heat 
Excels ihat C ruin your Swine and Horſes eat. 
For Principles of meer Morality, 
Like Cummin, Barley, Fitehet, Peale, or Rye, 
In thoſe Mens hearts are often to be found; 
Whom yet the Scripture calleth curſed ground. 
And nobler Principles than theſe ſometime 
Call d common Grate, and Spiritual Gifts which ſhine 
In ſame Mens beads, where is their habit ation; 
Jet they are no Companions of Salvation. - 
T beſe purchaſe honour both from great and * 
But I muſt tell thee that if this be all; 
T bough like an Ang el in theſe Gifts thou ſhine, 
Among blind Mortals for a little time : 
The day's at hand when ſuch as thou muſt tale 
Thy Lot wu Devil in th! infernal Lale. Ros 


8 


G 4. But 


on J 


But Principles of ſpecial ſaving Grace,  ' 
Whoſe ſeat is in the beart , not bead or face, 
Like folid Wheat ſown in a fruitful Field, 
_ Shall ſpring and flouriſh, and at laſt will yield _ 

A glorious Harveſt of Eternal Reit. 
Jo him that nouriſid them within his breaſt. 

DO Grace] How Orient art thou ! How Divim 
What is the Glory of all Gifts to thine / f 
Di ſſeminate this Seed wit bin my heart, 
Ay God I pray thee, though thou ſbouuldſt mpart - 
The leſs of Gifts; then I may truly ſay, 
That thou haſt ſhew'd me the more excellent way. 
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. 
Upon Springing Weather after Seed-rime. 


By Htaven's influence, Corn and Plants do ſpring , 
God's ſhowers of Grace do make bis Valleys ; | 

_ OBSERVATION. 
JE Earth after that it is plow'd and ſow'n, 
- muſt be water d and warm'd with theDews 
and Influences of Heaven, or no Fruit can be ex- 
pected. If God do not open to you his good Trea- 
fore, the Heavens, to give Rain vnto the Land in 
its ſeaſon, and bleſs all the work of your hands, 
as it. is Deut. 28. 12. The Earth cannot yield her 
incteafe. The order and dependance of natural 
cauſes in the productions of Fruit, is excellently 
deſeribed, Ho. 2. 21, 22. 1 vill bear the 3 
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flelſe but the order in which God 


up 


e | | 
and they. ſhall bear the Eartb; and | the Eat ſhalt 
bear the Corn, and Wine and Oi, and they ſhall bear 
Jexreel. Jekreel muſt have Corn, and Wine, and 


JOyl, or 1 cannot live; they cannot have it un- 


leis che Earth bil ing it forth, the Earth cannot bring 
it forth without the Heavens, the Heavens cannot 

yield a drop unleſs God hear them ; | 
that ĩs, unlock and open them. * Na- 
ture and natural Cauſes are nothing 


+ Natura nibit 
aliud eſt quam 
diuinorum - 
the 22 * 
light of Nature acknowledged, and _ 


works. This ſome Heathens by 


therefore when theywent to plow i in theMorning,, 


they did lay one hand upon the Plow 

to ſpeak their own part to be pain- een's Ce. 
tulneſs) and hold up the other hand rem. Lau. 
to Ceres the Goddeſs of Corn, to nes 
hat their expectation of plenty was from their 
os'dDeity. Ifear manyC hriſtians lay both hands: 
to the Plow, and ſeldom litt up heart or hand to 

30d,when about that Work. There 

was anHusbandman (faith Mr. Smith). Smith's Eſſex: 
that always ſowed good Seed, but Deve. 
never had good Corn; at laſt aNeigh- 


Ibour came to him, and ſaid, I will tell you what 


probably may be the cauſe of it; it may be (ſaid 
he) you do not ſteep your Seed; no truly, ſaid the 
_ nor ever did I hear that Seed muſt be ſtee- 


yes 4 bis Neighbour, and | will tell. 


5 a Tan: it muſt be ſteeped in Prayer. When the. 
party Heard this, he thanked bim for his Countel, 
reformed his fault, and had as good Corn as a- 
ny Man * Surely, it is not the Hos- 
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As impoſſible it is ( in an ordinary way ) for v: 


| | bath no other Father but God, Job 38. 28. In 


—— 


band mans, but God?s ſteps that drop fatneſs. Ami Ge 
muter terra, the Earth indeed is a fruitful Mother Ve 
but the Rain which fecundates and fertilixes it,| ſts 


APPLICATION 


| Souls to be made fruitful in Grace and Holi - E 
neſs, without the Dews and Influences of Ordi- 


the Earth to yield her Fruit without the natural i 


ers, and clear ſhinings after Rain are to the Fields, 


— 


He gave us ram from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, &c. 


vrhich are brought to you in earthen Veſſels, things 


tender berb, and as the ſhowers upon the grafs, Deut. 
32. 2. For as the rain and ſnow cometh down from hea- 


and bud; ſo ſhall my word be that goeth forth of my 
mouth, Iſa. 55. 10. 11. And as the Doctrine of the 


Clouds in which thoſe heavenly Vapours are 


Troportion trre of er faithful diſpenſer of the 


H 
naaces, and the bleſſing of God upon them, as for] ( 
1 
ſa 


influences of Heaven; for loak, what Dews, Show- 
that the Word and Ordinances of God are to the 
Souls of Men. My doctrine ſhall drop as the rain, pe 4 
ſpeecb ſhall diſtil as the dem, as the ſmall rain upon t 


.- 
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ven, and watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 


Goſpel is Rain, ſo Goſpel Miniſters are the 
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bound up. The reſemblance lyes in the follow- 
ing Particulars. .. | 


1. The Rain comes from Heaven, As 14. 17. 


- 
— · 


The Doctrine of the Goſpel is alſo of an heavenly 
extraction and deſcent, they are heavenly Truths 


that wWerr nid in God, and come from his Boſom, 
Eph. 3. 8, 9. Whit Nicodemus ſaid of Chriſt, is in a 
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N Goſpel"Thow art a teacher come from Cod, Joh: 3. 2. 


i- Eph. 3. 8, 6. The Ee 
i- Heaven, 1 Cor. 3. 3. 


they eſſayed to go into Bithynia, the ſpirit ſuffered t hem 


- _ 


You are not to look upon the Truths which Mini- 
ſters deliver, as the meer effects and fruits of their 
Inventions and Parts, they are but the Conduits 
through which thoſe Celeſtial waters are conveyed 
to you. Tis all heavenly, the Officers from Hea- 
ven, Epb. 4. 12, Their Dod ine from Heaven; 
and Succeſs of it from 
at I received of the Lord 
(faith Paul) that have I delivered unto you, 1 Cor. 
11. 23. The ſame may every Goſpel Miniſter 
fay too; That's the firſt. 1 rg 
And then ( 2dly. ) The Rain falls by Divine 
direction and appointment; He cauſes it to rain 
upon one City, and not upon another , Amos 4. J. You 
ſhall often ſee a Cloud diſſolve and ſpend it ſelf 


.| upon one place, when there is not a drop within a 


few Miles of it. Thus is the Goſpel ſent to ſhed 
its rich influences upon one place, and not upon a- 
nother ; it pours down ſhowers of bleſſings upon 


one Town or Pariſh, whilſt others are dry like the 


ground which lay near to Gideon's wet Fleece. To you 


is the word of this ſalvation ſent, Aci 13. 26. Sent, 


it comes not by chance, but by cemmiſſion and ap- 
pointment, and it's ſent to you by ſpecial direction 
Miniſters can no more go whither they pleaſe then 
the ſailing Clouds can move againſt the Wind. 
Paul and Timothy, two fruitful Clouds (that ſent 
down many ſweet refreſhing ſhowers 8 5 every 
place whither they came) the Lord ſegt them 
through Phrygia and Galatia, but forbad. them to 
preach the Word in Aſia, Acts 16. 6. And when 


— _ - = —— — 


not. v. 7. But a Man of Macedonia appears to Paul in 


a Viſion, and prayed him, ſaying, Come over to Mace- 
donia and help us, v. 9. Thus you ſee how the 
AMyſtical,as well as the natural Clouds, are moved 
according to Divine Counſel ; and though Mini- 
ſters are not now diſpoſed to their reſpective 


laces, in ſuch an Extraordinary way, yet there is | i 


i] a ſpecial hand of the Spirit guiding their mo- 
tions, which is ſeen partly in qualifying them for 
ſuch a people, and partly in drawing out their 


| hearts to elect and call them, and inclining their 


hearts to accept the Call. Eu. 
23. There is a great deal of difference in the 
ſhowers. of Rain that fall upon the Earth. Some- 


times you have an haſty ſhower, which makes the | 


Ways float, and the Streets run, but it's gone pre- 


ſently, the Earth bath but little benefit by it; and | 


ſometimes you have a ſweet, gentle, ſoaking rain, 
that moderately ſoaks to theRoots, and refreſhes 
the Earth. abundantly. This is called the ſmall 
rain, and the former, the great rain of bis ſtrength, 
Joh 37.6. So it is in cheſt Spiritual ſhowers, the 
effects of ſome Sermons, (like a ſudden ſpout of 
Kain) are very tranſient, that touch the heart a 
tle for preſent; by way of Conviction or Com- 
fore, but it fleets away immediately, Jam, 1. 23. 
At other times the Goſpel, like a ſetled moderate 
Rain, ſoaks to the Root, to the very Heart. So 
did that ſweet ſhower which fell, 48s 2. 37. It 
ſearched the Root, it went to the Heart; the in- 
fluences of it are ſomerimes abiding, and do much: 
| longer remain in, and refreſh the Heart, than the 
main darh the Earth, There be effects left in ſome: 
Ag 55 hearts, 


5 ff 
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+ 1 BY PERVEnST AA 
"| hearts, by. ſome Sermons and Duties, that will 


never out of it as _ as they live, I will never 
forget thy precepts, for by them thou baſt quickned 
me, Pſal. 119. 93. 

The Rain is moſt begefictal to the Earth, when 
there come (ſweet, warm Sun blaſts with, or after 
ic. This the Scripture calls, a clear ſhining after 
rain, 2 Sam. 23. 4. by which the ſeminal virtue of 


the Earth is drawn forth, and then theHerbs and 
Flowers, and Corn ſprout abundantly, So it is 


with Goſpel ſhowers, when the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs opens upon poor Souls under the Word, dart- 


ing down the Beams of Grace and Love upon 


them,whilſt they are attending on it, (juſt as you 


| fometimes ſee a ſweet ſhower fall while the Sun. 


ſhines out) O how comfortable is this, and effe- 


tual to melt the heart! And as the warm Rain is 


moſt refreſhing, ſo when the word comes warm- 
ly from the melting Aﬀections of the Preacher, 
who imparts not only the Goſpel, but his own. 
Soul with it, 1 T beſ. 2. 8. This doth abundant- 
ly more good than that which drops coldly from 
the Lips of the unaffected Speaker. 

J. Showers of Rain do exceedingly refreſh the 
Earth, as a Man is refreſhed by a dravght of Vater, 
when his Spirits are even ſpent. O how welcome 
is a ſhower to the thirſty ground ! Hence the little. 
Hills are ſaid to rejoice on every ſide, yea to ſhout: 
for joy, and ſing when a ſhower comes, Pſa. 65. 
12, 13. But never was ſhower of Rain ſo ſweetly 
refreſhing to the thirfty Earth, as Goſpel: ſhowers 


* 
* 


| are to gracious Hearts, Cal. 4. g. it comforts their 


very Hearts, What joy was there in ag 
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_- whkea the Coma cime to that place? , 8. 8 E 

It revives the Soul, tis mel in ore, meſos in aure, ju-¶ pe: 

bilum in corde, Honey in the Mouth, Melody info 

the. Ear, and a very Jubilee in the Heart. fi 

6. Rain is neceſſary at Seed-rtime, to make rea- o/ 

dy the Earth to receive the Seed, Pſa. Gy. 9, 10. tr 

u Viſiteſt the earth, and watereſt it; thou greatly || ve 

inricbeſt it with the River of God, which is full of wa-| ce 
ter; thou prepareſt them Corn, when thou baſt fo pro- 

_ vided for it, thou watcreſt the ridges thereof abundant- || ce 
ly, thou ſetteſt the furrows thereof, thou makeſt it ſoft N 
with ſhowers, thou bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof. And I pl 
this the Scripture calls the former Raig.' And asÞul 
this is neceſſary about Seed - time, ſo the latter Rain cl 

is as needful about earing-time,to diſcloſe the ear, Jv} 

and to bring it to perfection, both theſe are great I de 

Bleſſings to the Earth, and conduce to 4 plentiful Ira 
Harveſt, Joel 2. 23. 24. Be glad then ye children of be 
Sion, and rejoyce in the Lord your God, for he bath (FW. 
given you the former rain moderately. and be will cauſe I ci. 
to come down.for you the rain, the former and the latter ['w 
rain in the firſt menth, and the. floors . ſhall be full of | pl 
Wheat, and the fats ſhall over flam with Wine and bi 
Oyi. Thus the Goſpel hath a double nie and bene - Ith 
fit alſo, It's neceſſary as the former Raiu-ar Seed- Ip. 

time, it cauſes the firſt ſpring of Grace in the Heart IL 
Pſa. 19. J. And there could be, (in an ordinary Ito 
way) no ſpring of Grace without it, Prov#/29. 18. [th 
And as this former Rain is neceſſary to caufe the [I 

| firſt ſpring of Grace, ſo alſo it hath the vſe of rhe | pl 
latter Rain to ripen thoſe precious Fruits of the JE: 
_ in the Souls of Believers, Eph. 4. 11, 12,13. 
e gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſame | 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. iir 


Emangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the 
Ging of the Saints, for the work of the miniſtry, 
for the edifying of the Body gf Chriſt, till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a per fe man, unto the meaſure of the ſta- 
ture of the fulreſs of Chriſt. Were all the elect con- 
yerted unto God, yet ſtill there would be à ne- 
ceſſity of a Goſpel Miniſtry. | 


7. After a great glut of Rain, uſually there 


comes a drought; ?tis a common Country Proyerb 
Wet and dry pay one another. And truly when a peo» 
ple are glutted with a fulneſs of Goſpel- mercies, it's 
uſual with God to ſhut up and reſtrain the Goſpel- 
clouds, that for a time (at leaſt) there be no Dews 
upon them, and thereby teach them to prize their 
deſpiſed ( becauſe common) mercies at an higher 
rate, For as a good man once ſaid, mercies are 
beſt known by the back,and moſt prized when moſt 
wanted. In thoſe days the Word of the Lord was pre- 
cious, there was no open Viſion, 1 Sam. 3. 1. It is 
with ſpiritral as with temporal Food, ſighted when 


} 


ptenteous, but if a Famine once come, then every - 


bit of bread is precious. Jeruſalem remembred in 
the days of her affliction, and of her miſery, all her 
pleaſant things that ſhe had in the days of old, 
Lam. 1.7. Tis both a ſinful and dangerous thi 

to Wantonnize with Goſpel -mercies, and deſpiſe 


the plaineſt (if faithful) Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
The time may come when you may be glad of the 


plaineſt Sermon, from the mouth of 
Embaſſador of Chriſt, ; 
8. To conclude, the Prayers of Saints are the 


e meaneſt 


Keys that open and ſkut the natural Clouds, Ln ; 
Ce 4 _ 7 auſe 
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oe ES ax or orion oe 2 
' cauſe them either to give out, or with hold their 
influences, James 5, 18. Elias was a man ſubjed to 
like paſſions as we are, and be prayed earneſtly that 
it might not rain, and Framed not on the earth by 
the ſpace of three years and ſix months; and be pray- 
ed ag ain, and the heavens gave rain, and the carth 
obt forth fruit. God hath ſubjected the works 
of his hands to the Prayers of his Saints, //a.q5.1 1. 
Prayer is alſo the golden Key which opens theſe 
| Myſtical Goſpel clouds and diſſolves them into 
 . feet gracious ſhowers. God will have the whole 
work of the Miniſtry carried on by the Prayers 
of his people, they firſt obtain their Miniſters by 
prayer, Luk. 10. 2. Pray ye the Lord of the Har- 


veſt. to ſend forth labourers into the vineyard, It is. IL 


by the help of Prayer, that they are carried on, 
and enabled to exerciſe their Miniſtry. They 
may tell their people as a great General once 
told bis Soldiers, That he Flew upon their wings. 
Pray for me (faith the great Apoſtle) that utte- Þ 
rance may be given me, that I-may open my mouth: 
 ,, boldly, to make known the myſterics of the Goſpel, | 
- Eph. 6. 19. Yea by the Saints Prayers it is, that 
_ Miniſters obtain the ſucceſs and fruits of their 
Labours, 2 Theſſ' 3 1. Finally Brethren, pray for 
as, that the word of the Lord may have free courſe, | 
and be glorified, even as it is with you, And thus 


you have the Metaphor opened. Now, Oh! that ma 


_ theſe Truths might come down in ſweet ſtiowers- | 
upon the Hearts both of AMiniſters and People, in. 
the following Refeftions. e 
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rofl 1, Am l then a C And is 5 
bat my Doctrine as Rain to water the Geck n. w 
by JL ord's Inheritance; And yet do — 
Y- Ithink it much to be toſſed up and 
rthldown by the furious Winds and Storms of Perſe- 
ks ſcotiorf ? Do not l ſee the Clouds above me in con- 
1. ſtinual motions and agitations ? And ſhall I Drearu 
eſe lof a fixed ſetled ſtate ? No, falſe Teachers, who are 
to Clouds without Rain, are more likely to enjoy that 
le than 1. Which of all the Prophets have not been 
rs [toſſed and hurried worſe than 1? Acts 7. 52. He 
by that will not let Men alone to be quiet in their 
;r- Luſts, muſt expect but little quiet from Men in t bis 
is. Life. But it is enough Lord, that aReſt remaineth 
n, for thy Servant; let me be ſo wiſe to ſecure aReſt 
ey to come, and not ſo vain to expeQ it on Earth. 
ce | 2. And, O that 1 might ſtudy thoſe inſtructing 
25, Clouds, from which, as from the Bottles of Hea- 
te- ren, God pours down refreſhing ſhowers to 
th: quench and fatisfie the thirſtyEarth f In this may 
reſemble them, and came amongſt the people of 
ar the Lord, in the fulneſs of the bleſſing of the Goſpel of 
ir (Chriſt, Rom. 15. 29. O let not thaſe thirſty Souls 
for that wait for me as for the Rain, Job 29 23. re- 
ſe, pn turn like the Troops of Tema bam d, with their heads 
us. ever d, Job 6. 19. O chat my Lips might refreſh 
at Im hw! Let me never be like thoſe empty Clouds 
Thich deceive the hopes of thirſty Souls; but let 
yy Doctrine deſcend as the Rain, and diſtil as the 
Dew, and let that Plot of thine Inheritance which 
hou haſt aſſigned to me, be as a Field which the 
ITC ICE bleſled. 

3. Once 


3. Once more, lift up thine eyes to the Clouds Caſe 
and behold, to how great an height the Sun hath{ſhoy 
mounted them, for by reaſon of their ſublimity igas tl 
is that they are called the Clouds of Heaven, at rent 
24. 30. Lord, let me be a Cloud: of Heaven too f ſoul 
Let my Heart and Conver ſation be both there Zor: 
Who is more advantaged for an heavenly Life Lor 
than I? Heavenly Truths are the Subjects of miſup t 
daily ſhudy, and ſhall earthly things be the Obſther 
_ jeQs of my daily Delights and Loves? God for{diſp 
bid that ever my eatthly Converfation ſhouldſhoy 
contradict and Shame my heavenly Calling andthen 
Profeſſion; Shine forth thou gloriovs Sun of Righ{ z. 
teouſneſs, and my Heart ſhall quickly be attrajmak 
cted and mount ed above theſe viſible Clouds, yea that 
and above the aſpectable Heavens. Po 
| „ 11; ls the Goſpel Rain, and its Mi- wich 
20 Q- Refleftions niſter's Clouds? Wo is me then. thatſfroi! 
for private my Habitation is upon the Moungen 
_ Chriſti. tains of Gilboa, where there are nqqnor 
- For thoſethas Dews! Ah ſad Lot that I ſhould bepeve 
want 4 Goſpel like Gideon's dry Fleece, whilſt theþeen 
Miniſtry. ground round about me is wet wit orc 
| # the Dew of Heaven! O thou thatrea 
commandeſt the Clouds above, and openeſt theenn 
. Windows of Heaven, remember, and refreſh thifuch 
parched Wilderneſs, wherein | live, with ſhowergpill 
of Grace, that we may not be as the Heath in the]. 
Defart, which ſeeth not when good cometh, nor 
inhabit the parched places of the Wilderneſs. 
. O Lord, Thos haft cauſed the 
1 N. A. Heavens above me to be black withÞ/o/t 
Muth, Clouds, thou openeſt the * 
FE C4 | 18 16-1 
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ee. 
is|Caſements from above, and daily ſendeſt down 
thiſhowers of Goſpel-bleſlings ; O that 1 might be 
id as the parched Earth under them! not for bar- 
atIrenneſs, but for thisſtineſs. Let me ſay, My 
0} ſoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the Courts of the 
e Tord; that I might there ſee the Beauty of the 
ig Lord. Doth the Spungy Earth fo greedily ſuck 
miſup the ſhowers, and open as many Mouths as 
)bJ: here are clefts in it. to receive what the Clouds 
or diſpenſe? And ſhall thoſe pretious Soul- inriching 
uldſhowers fleet away unprofitably from me? If ſo, 
ndithen, \y | | EE, 
oh "* What an account have I to 
ra make for all thoſe Goſpel-bleſſinꝑs * 3 ofit4- 
ealthat 1 have enjoyed? For all thoſe 
oſpel dews and ſhowers where. 
Mi- with I have been watered? Should J be found 
batffruitleſs at ſaſt, it wil fare better with the bar- 
unten and uncultivated Wilder neſs than with me; 
nqqnore tolerable for Indians and Barbarians that 
bepever heard the Gofpel, than for me that have 
thepeen ſo aſſiduonſly and plenteoufly water d by it. 


ithLord ! What a difference wilt thog put in the 


hatpreat day, betwixt ſmple and pertinacious bar- 
thFenneſs? Surely, if my root be not barrenneſs, 
higuch heavenly waterings and influences as theſe, 
- ill make it ſprovt forth into fruits of obedience. 
che 3 : . je, 

—_ OLI 

25 H E Vegetables here below defend | 
the] & UporrthoſeTreaſures which the Heavens do ſpend 


ithſt bounteouſly upon them, to preſerve 
a beir being, and their beauty. This may ſerve 
| &- | . 3 » | | : | Us 


To 


eu” 


Which God ordains in Nature, to draw forth 


It warms their Hearts, their languid Graces chears, 
And on fuch Souls 4 ſpring- lite face appears. 
be gracious ſhowers theſe ' apy Clouds do yield, f 


Are beautiful, becauſe their meſſage ſweet. 


| Read on, 'l ſer there's reaſon by and by. CH AHF 


reer UT; 
To ſhadow forth a heavenly Myſtery, 
Which thus preſents it ſelf box, your he, 

As when the Sun draws near us in the Spring, 
All Creatures do rejoyce, Birds chirp and fing: 

T he face of Nature ſmiles, the Fields adorn 1 
Themſetves with rich Embroideries : The Corn | 
Revives, and ſhooteth up, the warm ſweet Rain If Gi 
Makes Trees and Herbs ſprout forth and ſpring amain, Sha 
Walk but the Fields in ſuch a fragrant Morn, | 
How do the Birds your Ears with Muſzck Charm ! 
The Flowers their flaming Beauties do preſent 
Unto your Captiv'd Eyes; and for their ſcent, 
The ſweet Arabian Gums cannot compare; 
Which this per ſume the circumambicnt Air. 
So, when the Goſpel ſheds its cbearing Beams 

On gracious SouPs, like thofe ſweet-warming gleams 


The virtue ſeminal that's in the Earth : | 


Inriches them with ſweetneſs, lite a Field 
Which God bath bleft. Oh tis exceeding ſweet, 
FF hen gracious bearts and beavenly truths do meet. 
How fhould the bearts of Saints within them ſpring, | wb 
ben they behold the Meſſengers that bring 
Theſe gladfome Tydings ? Tea, their very Feet | 


Oh what a Mercy do theſe Souls en joy, 

On whom ſuch Goſpel dews fall day by dag? 
Thrice happy Land which in this * rig. 
Can bear theſe Turtles in her Hedges ſing. 

O prize ſuch Mercies; if you ask'd me why: ? 


— —— 
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"CHAP. X. 
Upon a Dearth chrough want t of Rain. þ 


if God retrainthe ſhowers, you how] and cry 
N. bat Saints not mourn when Spiritual Cindy * * 


a OBSERVATION. 


is deſervedly accounted a fad jodgment, 
when God ſhuts up the Heavens over our 
ads, and makes the Farth as Braſs under our 
cet, Deut. 28. 23. Then the Husbandmen are 
alled to morning, Joel 1; 11. All the Fields do 
8 znguiſh, and the bello ing Cattel are pined with 
hirſt. Such a ſad ſtate the Prophet Rhetorically 
eſci ides, Jer. 14. 3, 4, 5, 6. The Nobles haue ſent 
heir little ones to the Waters they came to the Pits and 
. Pund no Mater; they returned with their Veſſels emp= = | 
' fy, they were- aſhamed a and confounded, and covered 
heir Heads; becauſe the groumd 1s chapt, for there 
Jas no rain in the Earth, t Plowmen were jo 
. ey covered their beads : Yea, the Hinde alſo calved 
E the field, and for fook it , becauſe there was no graſs - 
* the wild Aſſes did fland in the bigh Ploces, they 
_ Prffed wp the wind like Dragons, their Eyes Failed 
conſe (there was to graſs. #25 
Aud that which makes the want of Rain ſo tera 
idle a Judgment, is the Famine of Bread, which 
» eceſlarily fallows theſe extraordinary Drovughts, «> | 
nd is one of the foreſt Temporal Judgments 
p! Thich God inflicts vpon the World.” 


APPLE. 
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5 APPLICATION. fen 
X Nd truly, as much cauſe have they to weer te 
A and tremble,over whole Souls God ſhuts ujJou 
the Spiritual Clouds of the Goſpel, and therebyou 
ſending a Spiritual Famine upon their Souls, Suclſjas 
a Judgment the Lord threatens in Amt 8. 1 1 Pee 
Nhe the days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend pelt 
| famine in the Land,nor a famine of Bread, nor a thirſtplov 

for Water; but of hearing the Word of the Lordi xpe 
The. meaning is, I will fend a more fearful Jadgynev 
ment, than that of the Famine of Bread; for thiſbe 
Particle [not] is not ela ius, but exceſſive; im ine 
| Wee Famine of Bread is nothing, or but aÞ#ty- 


iht Judgment, compared with the Famine of thq; el 
Word. Parallel to which is that Text, /i. 5. Gre 
1 will lay it waſte ( ſaith God of the fruitleiſ een 
Church) it ſhall not be pruned nor digged, but therggeuti 
ſhall come up briars and therns ; I will alſo commanſ om 
the Clouds, that they rain not upon it. And we finds w 
both in Humane and Sacred Hiſtories, that wheſtake 
God hath ſbyt' up the Spiritual Clouds, - removiughrov 
or ſilencing his Miniſters; ſenſible Chriſtians havgeak 
ever been deeply affected with it, and reckon'd ii are 


a moſt tremendous Judgment. Thus the Chriſtiangpoc 


of Antiocb, hen Chryſoſtom their Miniſter was bay ſcie 
?*. niſhed; * they! judged it better i Ret 
* Satius eſt ut Joſe the Sun ont of the Firmamentſ deſt 
fol non Juceat, than Joſe that, their Miniſter. Andthe! 


* 
aua ut non 


| docear., Chry- When Marianen was taking highry 
ſoſtomus. leave of Conſtantinople, as he wagonn 
Preacbhing his Farewel- Sermon, thyfige 
People were exceedingly affected with his loſs; anillon 
. N among 
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e ſeo ee things, rug 


mong -the-reſt, an old man in the Congregation 
ell into a biiter paſſion,and er ed ont, Aude paten 
en tenum Tyinitatem ipſam ejice. (i. e.) Go farther, if 
u ou dare, and take away the whole Trinity with 
bjou ; ; meaning, that God would not ſtay when he 
ichas gone. How did the Chriſtian of Awtioch alſo 
iyeep and lament, when-Pard was taking; his fares: 
dell das them ? 440037 38. He had been a 
ir Flond af Bieffiogs to char place, but now they muſk 
rd ſpect no more ſſiowers from him. Oh, they 
Ipgoew not how to give up ſuch a Miniſter] Wen 
hide Ark of God (which was the Symbol of the Pi- 
mine Prefence amdug the Jews): was all ti 
1 fity criea out, 1 Jam. 4. 73. O; the loſs of aGo- 
tha 1 miniſtry i is an in6ſtimable-loſs.! Nhe to be re- 
6J:ired bat by its on return, or by Heaven. Mri 
ie reenbam tells us, that in the Times of Popiſh Per- 
berggcution, when godly Miniſters were halled away: 
anom their Flocks co Aartyr dum, the poor Chriſti- 
finds would meet them ĩnithe way to the Prifons'or 
heſtake, with their little ones in their Arms, and 
— rowing. -themfelvesat their feet, would æhus be- 
ak them: What ſhall be our Eſtate, now you 
W igare gone to Martyrdom?W ho ſhall inſtruct theſe 
ian poor Babes? W. ho ſhalbeaſe our afflicted Con- 
bal ſcienees? Who ſhalt Iead us in the way af Lie? 
r i Retompence unto them, O Lord, as they have 
zent deſerved, who are the cauſes of this, Lord give 
Ane them ſad Hearts. Ouis talia fando, temperet a 

_ highrymis? And to let you ſee there is ſufficient 
- waſſonnd for this ſorrow, when God reſtrains-the 
 thifivences of the Goſpel, a conſider the 
;a0gllowing Particulars. 


3 I, That . 


and therefore the worſt of Judgments, There is: 
Hof 4, 6, 8, 9. 
Souls are left, after the Goſpel:is removed from 


them. 


make of them? How faſt doth Hell fl in fud 
Times? Poor Souls being driven thither in droves 


11 Thar it. is a dreadfal Token of God's gre ll 
anger againſt that People from whom he remove 
the Goſpel: The anger of God was feat fully in 
cenſed againſt the Church of Epbeſus, when he did 
but threaten to come againſt her, and remove the 
Candleſtick out of its place, Rev. 2. 5. I is a ſtrok: 
at the Soul, a blow at the Root; uſually the laſt 


Pedigree of Judgments, firſt Gomer bears Jearet 
next Lorubama, and at laſt brings forth Loammj 


2. There is cauſe of mourning, if you conkide 
the deplorable eſtate in which all the anregenerat: 


What will become of theſe ?. Or by whor 
Hall they be gathered ? It made the Bowels 
Chriſt yearn within him whea he looked upon thi 
— multitude that had no Shepherd, Mat. 
36. What an eaſie Conqueſt doth the Devil noi 


and none to reſcue them Matthew Paris tells 
that in the Year 1072. when Preaching was {uy 
reſt at Rome, Letters were then framed as coming to } 
rom Hell ; wherein the Devil gave them than pre, 


for che mm rirude of Souls they had ſent to him thaff Coy 


ly we need not talk of Letters froſ Cit; 


year. But 


Fell, we are told from Heaven, how deploradly Ho! 


the Condition of ſuch poor Souls is. See Prov. 2Y was 
19. Hoſ. 4. 6. Or, gon 
3. The 33 "will yet appear very hea! por 


if you conſider the loſs which God's own Peopluſa; 


ſuſtain by the removal of the Goſpel ; for 8 


p * 
— — 4 a 8 


— 


tf they loſe ( 1. ) Their chief glory, Rom. 3. 2. tbe 

of principal thing in which the peculiar Glory of Iſrael 

in conſiſted was this, That unto them was committed the 

lic Oracles of God. On that account it was called the 

the glorious Land, Dan. 11. 16. This made them 

greater than all the Nations round about them, 

aſt Deut. 4. 7, 8. ( 2. ) By loſing the Ordinances, 

is af they loſe their quicknings, comforts, and Soul- re- 

ce freſhments; for all theſe are ſweet ſtreams from 

mY the Goſpel Fountain, P/al. 119. 50. Col. 4. 8. No 
wonder then to hear the people of God complain 

dei of dead hearts when the Goſpel is removed. (3.) In 

rat the loſs of the Goſpel they loſe their defence and 

ron ſafety. This is their Hedge, their Wall of pro- 

wnd tection, /a. 5. 5. Walls and Hedges ( ſaith Mau- 

s culus in loc.) are the Ordinances of God, which 

ſerve both ad ſeperationem, & munitionem, to diſtin- | 

guiſh, and to defend them. When God plucks up 

this hedge, and breaks down this Wall, all mit- 

C chiefs break in upon us preſently, 2 Chron.r5.3, 4, 

5, 6. Now for a long ſeaſon Iſrael bath been without 

the true God, and without a teaching Preiſt and with- 

out Law And in thoſe times there was no peace 

to him that went out, nor to him that cane in, but 

anky great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the 


tha Countries, and Nation was deſtroyed of No ion, and 
froſ City of City, for (od did vex them with all adverſity, 
rab How long did Jeruſalem remain, after that voice 


7, was heard in the Temple, migremus hinc? Let us be 
gone? (4.) With the Goſpel, we loſe our Tem- 
poral Ex jyments and Creature: comforts. Thete - 
eopuſually come and go with the Goſpel. When God 
al had once written Loammi upon Iſrael, the next 

| „ H news 

i af 
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news is this, I will recover my Wool and my Flax, 
Hef. 2.9. (5. } And laſtly, to come vp to the 
very caſe in hand, they loſe with it their Spiritual 


Food and Soul-ſubſiſtence, for the Goſpel is their 


Fteaſt of fat things, Iſa. 25. 6. their Spiritual Wells, 


Iſa. 2.3.a dole diſtributed among the Lord's poor, 
Rom. 1. 11. Ina word, it is as the Rain and Dews 


of Heaven, as hath been ſhewed, which being re- 


ſtrained, a Spiritual Famine neceſſarily follows; a 
Famine of all the moſt terrible. Now to ſhew you 


the Analogy betwixt this and a Temporal Famine, 


that therein you may ſee what cauſe you have to 
be deeply affected with it, take it in theſe fix 


following Particulars. 


1. A Famine is cauſed by the failing of Bread, or 
that which is in the ſtead, and hath the uſe of Bread. 
Dainties and ſuper fluous Rarities may fail, and yet 
Men may ſubſiſt comfortably. As long as people 


have Bread and Water, they will not famiſh; but 


take away Bread once, and the Spirit of man fail- 


eth. Upon this account Bread is called a Staff, 
Pſal. 105. 16. becauſe what a Staff is to an aged 


or feeble man,that Bread is to the faint and feeble 
Spirits, which even ſo do lean upon it. And look 
what Bread is to the natural Spirits, that, and more 
than tha:, the Word is to gracious Spirits, Job 23. 
42, ] bave eſteemed the words of thy mouth, more than 
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my neceſſary food. If once God break this Staff, | 


* 
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the inner man, that hidden man of the Heart, will 
quickly begin to fail and faulter, Ss 


-- 2. It is not every degree of ſcarcity of Bread 


that preſently makes a Famine, but a general failing 


1 
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of ic: when no Bread is to be had, or that which is, 
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p, Hag. 1: 6. as dy taking away panem nutrien- 
tem, Bread it ſelf, Iſa. 3. 1. And ſo it is in a 
Spiritual Famine, which is occaſioned either by 
God's removing all the Ordinances, and making 
Viſion utterly to fail; or elſe, though there be 
Preaching, Prayer and other Ordinances left, (at 
leaſt, the names and ſhadows of them) yet the 
preſence of God is not with them. There is no 


Marrow in the Bone, no Milk in the Breaſt; and 


ſo, as to Soul ſubſiſtence, tis all one, as if there 


were no ſuch things. 


3. In a Corporeal Famine, mean and courſe 
things become ſweet and pleaſant ; Famine raiſes 


the price and eſteem of them, That which before 


you would have thrown to your Dogs, now goes 


down pleaſantly with your ſelves. To the hungry 


Soul every bitter thing is ſweet, Prov. 27. 7. Tis 
the Dutch Proverb, and a very true one, Hunger 
is the beſt Book, | 


Jejunus ſtomachus raro vulgaria temnit. Horat. 


In time of Famine cou ſeſt fare contents, | 
be barking ſtomacł ſtrains no complements. 


*Tis ſtoried of Artaxerxes Memor, that when he 
was flying before bis Enemies, he fed hungrily upon 
Barly=Bread, and ſaid, Cujuſmodi vuluptatis baFenus 
ine xpertus fuit? Oh, what pleaſure have I hitherto 
PTT deen 
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The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 123 
yields no nutrimeat. For a Famine may as well be 
occaſioned by God's taking away panis nutrimen- 
tum, the nouriſhing vertue of Bread, that it ſhall 


ſignifie no more as to the end of Bread, than a 
Chi 
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been ignorant of? When great Darius drank the 
puddled Water, that had been defiled with dead 
Carcaſes, which had been ſlain in that Famous Bat- 
tel, he profeſſed he never drank more pleaſant 
Drink. And Famous Hunniades ſaid, He never 
fared more daintily, than when (ina like exi- 
gence ) he ſupped upon Bread, Onions, and Wa- 
ter with a poor Shepherd in his Cottage. 

Juſt ſo doth the Famine of the Word raiſe the 
price and eſteem of vulgar and deſpiſed Truths. 
O what would we give for one of thoſe Sermons, 
one of thoſe Sabbaths we formerly enjoyed? In 
thoſe days the Word of the Lord was precious. When 


God calls to the Enemy to take away and remove 
his contemned, but precious Dainties, from his 


wanton children, and a Spiritual Famine hath a 


little pinched them, they will then learn to prize 


their Spiritual Food at a higher rate. - 
4. In time of Famine ſome Perſons ſuffer more 


than others. It falls heavieſt and pincherh hardeſt 
upon the poorer ſort, as long as any thing is to be 
had for Money, the Rich will have it. So it falls | 


out in a Spiritual Famine; although the moſt expe- 


rienced and beſt furniſhed Chriſtian will have e- 
\ novgh to do to live in the abſence of Ordinances, 


yet they ate like to ſubſiſt much better, than weak, 
ignorant, and unexperienced ones. Some Chriſti- 
ans have husbanded their time well, and like Jo- 


ſepb in the ſeven years plenty, laid up for a ſcarcity; 
The Word of God dwells richly in them. Some 
ſuch there are, as John calls young Men, who are 
- ſtrong, and the Word of God remaineth in them, 
of whom it may be ſaid, as Jerom ſpake of Nepo- 
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hy tianus, that by long and aſſiduous meditation of 

4 the Scriptures, he had made his Breaſt the very 
Library of Chriſt. But others are Babes in Chriſt; 

and though God will preſerve that good work 

-- | which he hath begun in them, yet t hoſe poor Babes 

will ſooneſt find, and be moſt concerned in the 

os of their Spiritual Fathers and Nurſes. 

5. In time of Famine there are pitiful cries,and 

a heart - breaking complaints where - ever you go. O 

© F the many pale Faces you ſhall then ſee, and the ſad 

Language that rings in your Ears in every place. 

5, | One cries, Bread, Bread, for Chriſt's ſake one bit 

of Bread ; another faints and falls down at your 

door. All ber people ſigb, Lam. 1. 11. Yea, the 


poor little ones are bxought in, v. 1 2. crying to 

their Mothers, where is the Corn and Wine? And 
2 | then pouring out their Souls into their Mothers 

*© | Boſom. Juſt fait is in a Famine of the Word; poor 

* Chriſtians every-where ſighing and crying, O 


where are our godly Miniſters >. Our ſweet Sab-, 
| baths, Sermons, Sacraments, my Fathers, my Fa- 
thers, theChariots of ſrael and the Hor ſemeu there- 


Us } of ? How beautiful were your Feet upon the An. 
© | tains! And then weeping, lixe the people at aufs 
departure, to think they ſhall ſee their faces no more. 

7 


6. Laſtly, In time of Famine there j3 nothing 
5 ſo coſtly or precious, but people will part with it - 
to purchaſe Bread. They have given their pleaſant 


o- things for meat to relieve their ſouls, Lam. 1. 11. 

2 | And doubtleſs when a SpiritualFamine ſhall pinch 

ne hard,thoſe that have been cloſe handed to main- 

. tain a Goſpel-miniſtry, wi account it a choice 
I 


Mercy to enjoy them again at any rate. Though the 
F ? „ we Tord 
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I The Vugrate- 


Lord feed you with the bread of affliion and give you 


"Hasbanary Spiritaalized, 


the waters of adverſity, yet it will ſweeten that bread 


and water to you, if your teachers be no more re- 


moved into corners, Iſa. 30. 20. 
REFLECTIONS. 
ful Soul's Ae. * fearful judgment? Then, Lord, par- 


feftion, don my unthankfulneſs, for the plen- 


tiful and long-continued enjoy ment 
of ſuch a precious and invaluable Mercy. How 


lightly have I eſteem'd the great things of the Go- 


ſpel ? O that with Eyes.and Hands lifted up to 
Heaven, | might bleſs the Lord, that ever 1 was 
brought forth in an Age of ſo much light, in a 
Valley of Viſions,in a Land flowing with Goſpel- 
mercies ! Hath not God made of one Blood all the 


Nations of Men, to dwell on the face of the Earth, 
and Yetermined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation ? Acts 17. 26. Many of 


theſe great and populous Nations are involy'd in 
groſs darkneſs. Now that of all the ſeveral Apes 


of the World, and places in it; God ſhould eſpy 


the beſt place for me, and bring me forth into it, 
in ſuch an happy nick of time, as can hardly be pa- 


- rallePd in Hiſtory, for the plenty of Goſpel-mer- 


cies, that this Age and Nation hath enjoyed ; that 


my Mother did not bring me forth in the Deſarts 


of Arabia, or waſtes of America, but in England, 


where God hath made the Sun of the Goſpel to 
ftand ſtill, as the natural Sun once did over Gibe- 


on; and that ſuch Mercy ſhould no more affect 
my Soul, let ſhame cover my Face for this, and 


trembling ſeize my Heart. 2. Is 
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1. Is the Famine of the Word ſueh 
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2. Is the Goſpel indeed departed? _ i 
Its fweet influences reſtrain'd, and — apy 
a Fam ine worſe than that of Bread fleion, 0 

come upon us? Alas! for the day, 


for it is a great day, ſo that none is like it; it is even 
the day of Jacab's trouble. Woe is me, that even 
I ſhould ſur vive the Goſpel, and the precious Li- 


berties and Mercies of it! What horrid fins have 
been harbour'd amongſt us, forwhich the Lord con- 
tends by ſach an unparalleFd Judgment? Lord, let 
me juſtifie thee even in this ſevere diſpenſation ; 


1 
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y 


the provocation of thy Sons, and of thy Daughters 
have been very great, and amongſt them none 


greater than mine. May we not this day read our 


fin in our puniſhment ? O what nice and wanton 


Appetites, what curious and itching Ears had thy 
People in the days of plenty? Methods, Tones and 
Geſtures, were more regarded than the excellent 


f 


Treaſures of Divine Truths. Ah my Soul! I re- 
member my fault this day, little did I then confi- 


® der, that Sermons work not upon Hearts, as they 


are thus elegant, thus admirable, but as they are 


Inſtruments in theHand of God appointed to ſuch 


an end. Even as Auſtin ſaid of the Conduits of 


Water, tho' one be in the ſhape of an Angel ,ano- 


ther of a Beaſt, yet the Water refreſhes as it is 
Water,and not as it comes from ſuch a Conduit : 


By this alſo,O Lord, thou rebukeſt the ſupineneſs 


and formality of thy People. How drowhie, dull, 
and careleſs have they been under the moſt ex- 


cellent and quickning means? Few more than I. 
Alas ! I have often preſented my Body before the 
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hath been wandring abroad, as Chryſoſtom ſpeaks. 
1 ſhonld have come from under every Sermon, as a 


| ſheet comes from the Pref5,with all the ſtamps and 


lively impreſſions of the Truths I heard upon my 
Heart. But alas, if it had been demanded of me, 
as once it was of Ariſtotle after a long and curious 
Oration, how he liked it, I might have anſwered 
as he did, truly 1 did not hear it; for I was all 


the while minding another matter. Righteous 


The Silent 
flection. 


art thou, O Lord, in all that is come upon us. 
3. Jam now as a Spring ſhut up, 
Miniſter*s e- that can yield no refreſhment to 

thirſty Souls ready to periſh. Thou 
haſt ſaid to me as once to Exekzel. 


Sen of Man, be hold, I will make thy Tongue cleave to 


tbe roof of thy Mouth, and thou ſhalt be dumb. This 
ts a heavy Judgment, but thou muſt be juſtified 
and cleared in it. Altho* Men may not, yet God, 


it he pleaſe, may put a lighted Candle under a 


Buſhel. And herein I muſt acknowledge thy Righ- 
teouſneſs. Many times have I been finfully ſilent, 
when both thy Glory and the intereſt of Souls in- 

gaged me to ſpeak. Moſt juſtly therefore haſt 
thou made my Tongue to cleave to its Roof. Lit- 
tle did 1 conſider the preciouſneſs of Souls, or the 


' rremendcas Account to be given for them, at the 


_ appearing of the great Shepherd. l have now time 
enough to fit down and mourn over former miſ- 
carriages, and loſt opportunities. Lord, reſtore me 

once again to a ſerviceable Capacity, to a larger 

Sphere of Activity for thee, for I am now become 
as a broken Veſſel. It grieves me to the Heart, to 
ſee thy Flock ſcattered, to hear thy People cry to 
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- ſhould we die in thy preſence? Thy Word is like Fire 


God's Llel itage js nom laid waſte. 


me, as once to Joſeph, Give us bread, for why - 


ſhut up in my Bones, and I am weary with for- 
bearing. O, that thou wouldſt once again open the 
Doors of thine Houſe, that there may be Bread 
enough in thine Houſe for all thy Children. | 


The. POEM. 


W Hen God doth male the Heavens above us Braſs, 

The Earth's like Iron, Flowers, Herbs and Graſs _ 
Have loſt their fragrant green, are turned yellow, 
The Brooks are dry, the pining Cattel bellow. 


The Fat and Flowry Meatows ſcorch'd and burn'd, 


Tbe Countreys mirth is into mourning turn dc. 
The clefted- Earth, her thirſty mouth ſets oke 
Unto tbe empty Clouds; as "twere in hope = 


. Of ſome refreſhing drops, that might allay 


Her fiery thirſt :, but they ſoon paſs away. 
The penſive Husbandman with his own Eyes 
Bede ws his Land; becauſe be ſces the Skies 
Refuſe to do it; juſt ſa ſtands the Caſe, 9 
When God from Souls removes the means of Grace, 
God's Nini ers are Clouds, their Dodlrine Rain; 
Which when the Lord in Judgment ſhall reſtrain, 
The Pecyles Souls in [kort time will be found 
In uch a caſe, as this dry parched ground. 
When this fad Judgment falls on any Nation, 
Let Saints therein take up the Lamęntation. 

O dreuifu!, dark, and diſmal Day 

How i our glory fled away? ; 

Our Sun cone down, our Stars ore-eaft , 
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Our pining Souls no Bread can get, 
Vith Wantons God bath juſtly met. 
"When we were fed unto the full, 

This Man was tedious, that was dull. 
But they are gone, and there remain 
No ſuch occaſion to complain. 


Stars are not now for Lights, but Signs, 


God knows of what, heart-breaking Times. 
Sure Heaven intends not Peace, but Wars, 
In calling home Ambaſſadors. 
How long did Sodom's Judgment fa, 
When righteous Lot was ſnatcht away? 
How long remain d that ſtately Hall, 
When Sampſon made the Pillars fall! y 
When Hor ſemen and Commanders fiy, 
Woe to the belpleſs Infantry. 
IP is a ſad and fatal blow, 

A publick loſs and overthrow. 
Tou that ſo long have wiſh'd them gone, 
Be quiet now, he thing is done. 
Did they torment you ere your day ? 
God bath remov'd them out &th' way. 
Now ſleep in Sin, and take your eaſe ;, 
Their Doctrine ſhall no more diſpleaſe. 
But Lord ! What ſhall become of us ? 
Our Teacher's gone, and left us thus; 
To whom ſhall we our ſelves adareſs, 
When Conſcience labours in diſtreſs ? 
0, who ſhall help us at our need? 
Or pour in Balm when wounds do bleed 2 
Help Lord, for unto thee our Eyes 
Do pour out 7 ears; our Groans, our Cries 


| Shall never ceaſe, 100 thou reſtore 
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Till Sion's paths where Graſs now grows, f 
Be trodden by the Feet of thoſe | 

That love thy Name, and long t enjoy 

The Mercies they have ſinn d away. 


CHAP. XL 


Upon the Corrupting of the Seed before 
8 it Spring. ED 


Seeds die and rot, and then moſt freſh appear, 
Saints Bodies riſe more Orient than they were. 
OBSERVATION. ; 

Frer the Seed is committed to the Earth, it 
ſeems to periſh and die, as our Saviour ſpeaks, 
John 1 2. 24. Except a Corn of Wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abidetb alone; but if it die, it brings 
forth much fruit. The death of the Corn in the 
Earth is not a total death, but only the corruption 
or alteration of it: For if once the ſeminal Life 
and Vertue of it were quite extinguiſht, it could 
never put forth blade or ear without a Miracle. 
Vet, becauſe that alteration is a kind of death, 
therefore Chriſt here uſes it as a fit Illuſtration ct 
the Reſurrection. And indeed there is nothing ĩd 
nature more apt to illuſtrate that great Myſtery, 
Wat a fragrant, green and beautiful blade do we 
fee ſpring up from a corrupted Seed? How black, 
and mouldy is that? How beautiful, and verdant 
A P- 
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are ſomn natural bodies, they are raiſed 
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that though the Seed rot in the Earth, yet it will 
riſe again. And the Believer knows, That though 


| AA 74e 
: APPLICATION. 
Ven thus ſhall the Bodies of the Saints ariſe in 
4 beauty and glory at the Reſurrection. They 
are ſown in diſhonour, they are raiſed in 2 they 
P 


ritual bo- 
ates, 1 Cor. 15. 43. 44. The Husbandman knows, 
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after bis Skin worms deſtroy bis body, yet in his fleſh. he 


| fhallſee God, Job 19. 25, Cc. And the reſemblance 


j 


lypes in theſe following Particulars. 


© whence it came, ſois the body of a Saint; Earth it 
was, and to Earth it is again reſulved. Grace ex- 


| 


be? 


> Theſ 4. 13, 14. But I would not have you to be ig- 
nor ant, brethren, concerning tboſe which are eh as 
tem which have no hope; for if we believe that Jeſus 
died and roſe again, even ſo alſo them which ſleep in Je- 


ofa ReſurreRion, ſweetens not only the troubles 
5 ot Life, but the pangs of Death. | 


1 ral 


bet wixt the Seed ſown, and ſpringing up; and 
the Bodies of the Saints dying, and riſing again, 


. 


1. The Seed is committed to the Earth from 


wo o 


empts not the Body of the beſt Man from ſeeing 
Corruption, Rom. 8. 10. Though Chriſt be in him, 
yet the Body is dead; that is, ſentenced to death, 
becauſe of fin, Heb, 9. ult. IE is appointed for all men 
once to die. 5 . 
2. The Seed is caſt into the Earth in hope, 
x Cor. 9. 10. Were there not a Reſurrection 
of it expected, the Hus bandman would never 
de willing to caſt away his Corn. The Bodies of 


Saints are alſo committed to the Grave in hope, 
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fas, ſhall the Lord bring with him. This bleſſed hope 
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3. The Seed is caſt into the Earth ſeaſonably, 
in its proper Seaſon. So are the Bodies of the | 
Saints, Job 5. 26, Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in 
a full age, as a ſhock of Corn cometh in, in its ſeaſon, 
They always die in the fitteſt time, tho? ſome- 
times they ſeem to die immaturely. Thetime 4 
of their Death was from all Eternity prefixt by _ 
God, beyond which they cannot go, and ſhort of 
which they cannot come. 

4. The Seed lyes many days and nights under 
the Clods, before it riſe and appear again. Even 
fo man lyeth down, and riſeth not again till the Hea- 
dens be no more, Job 14. 12. The days of darkneſs 
in the Grave are many. 5 

z. When the time is come for its ſhooting up, 
the Earth that covered it can hide it no longer, iti 
cannot keep it down a day more; it will find or 
make way through the Clods. So in the day 
when the great Trump ſhall ſound, Bone ſhall 
come to his Bone, and the Graves ſhall not be a- 
ble to hold them a minute longer. Both Seaand 
; Earth muſt render the dead that are in them, 
1 | Rev. 20. 30. | 3 
6. When the Seed appears above-ground again, 
it appears much more freſh and orient then when 
it was caſt into the Earth: God cloaths it with'-* 
ſuch Beauty, that it is not like to what it was be- 
fore. Thus riſe the Bodies of Saints, marvellouſly 
improved, bea tied, and perfected with Spiritual 
Qualities and ndowvments; in reſpe& where 
of they are c . al-Bodies, 1 Cor. 15. 43. 
not proper! Ahaiogically Spiritual ; for look 
| as Spirits * aut 4ithout Food, — 
x . now 
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"know no laſſitude, wearineſs or pain; ſo our Bo- 


dies after the Reſurrection ſhall be above theſe Ne- 
ceſlities and Diſtempers; for we ſhall be as the 
Angels of God, Mat. 22. 30. Vea, our vile Bodies 
ſhall be changed, and made like unto Chriſt's glo- 


rious Body; which is the higheſt pitch, and aſcent j 


of Glory and Honour, that an hnman Body is ca- 


= of, Phil. 3. 21. Indeed the glory of the Soul 


all be the greateſt glory; that's the Orient inva- 
luable Jem; but God will beſtow a diſtinct glory 
upon the Body, arid richly Enamel the very Caſe in 
which that precious Jewel ſhall be kept. In that 
lorious Morning of the ReſurreQion, the Saints 


Il put on their new freſh Suits of Fleſh, richly | 
laid and trimmed with Glory, Thoſe Bodies which | 
in the Grave were but duſt and rottenneſs, when it 


delivers them back again, ſhall be ſhining and ex- 


cellent piees, abſolutely andeverlaſtingly ireed,, 
(t.) From all natural Infirmities and Diſtempers; 
Death is their good Phy ſician, which at once freed 
them of all Diſeaſes. *Tis a great affliction now 
to many of the Lord's people, to be clog'd with ſo 
many bodily Infirmities which render them very 
unſer viceable to God. The ſpirit indeed is willing, but 


the fleſh is weak. A crazy Body retorts and ſhoots 


back its Diſtempers upon the Soul, with which it is 
ſo cloſely conjoined ; but though now the Soul (as 
* Theophr aſtus ſpeaks )pays a dear rent for the Taber- 


nale in which it dwells, yet when Death diſſolves 
that Tabernacle, all the Diſeaſes and Pains under 


which it groaned ſhall be buried in the Rubbiſh of 


its Mortality; and when they come to bereunited | 
gain, God will beſtow rich Gifts and Dowries, 
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0- | even upon the Body, in the day of its Re- eſpouſals 
e- to the Soul. (2.) it ſhall be freed from all qefor- 
he mities, there are no breaches, flaws, monſtroſities, 
ies in glorified Bodies; but of them it may much ra- 
o- ther be ſaid what was once ſaid of Abſolom, 
nt 2 Sam. 14. 25. That from the Crown of his head, to © 
da. the ſole of bis Foot, there was no blemiſh in bim. 
lf (3.) It ſhall be freed from all natural Neceſſi- 
a- ties, to which it is now ſubjected in this its Aa- 
ry} nimal ſtate. How is the Soul now diſquieted and 
in] rortured with cares and troubles, to provide for 
a periſhing Body? Many unbelieving and unbe- 
ats] coming fears, it is now vexed with. What ſhall | 
17] iteat? And what ſhall it drink? And wherewith- | 
ich al ſhall it be cloathed ? But meats for the belly, and 
it tbe belly for meats; God ſhall deſtroy both it and 
X- them, 1 Cor. 6.13. (i. e.) as to their pre- 
ſent uſe and office; for as to its exiſtence, ſo the 
Belly ſhall not be deſtroyed. But even as the 
Maſts, Poop and Stern of a Ship abide in the 
Harbour after the Voyage is ended, ſo ſhall theſe 
bodily Members, as Tertullian excellently illuſtrates | 
it. (4.) They ſhall be freed from Death, to 
which thenceforth they can be ſubject no more; 
that formidable Adverfary of nature fhall aſſault it 
no more. For they which ſhall be accounted worthy to 
obtain that world, and the reſurrection from the dead, 
neither marry, nor are given in marriage, neither can 
they die any more; for they ſhall be equal to the An- 
gels, and are the Children of God, being the Children 
3 the ReſurreFion, Luke 20. 35, 36. Mark it (e- 
qual to the Angels) not that they ſhall be ge B 
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nox for the Intereſt of thy Glory, or my own Sal- | q 
vation. Now, O my God, it grieves me to think | jt 
- how many precious opportunities of ſerving and | 1 


:- ,* The Healebful 1 
 , am. - 


and ſingle Spirits without Bodies, as 

 "Toawyyiass the Angels are, but equal to them in 
Bizy]45, the way and manner of their living 
and acting. We ſhail then live upon] 

_ God, and act freely, purely, and delightfully for 
God; for all kind of living upon, and delighting in 
Creatures, ſeems in that Text (by a Synecdoche of 
the part, which is ordinarily inScripture put for all 
Creature-delights, Dependencies,and Neceſſities) 
to be excluded. Nothing but God ſhall enamour 
and fill the Soul, and the Body ſhall be perfe&ly 
ſubdued to the Spirit. Lord! what haſt thou pre-] ſo 
_ pared for them that Love thee ? = 


REFLECTIONS kr 
1. If I ſhall receive.my Body again | m 
dignified and improved in the | 1 
World to come, then, Lord, let me I B. 
never be unwilling to uſe my Body | ſe 


Saint's Reffe- 


honouring thee, I have. loſt under pretence of en- | ec 
dangering my Health. | rc 
I have been more ſolicitous to live long and || v 


-  healthfully,than to live uſefully and froicfully;and | 1 
* - like enough my Life had been more ſerviceable to || \ 


thee, if it had not been ſo fondly over. valued by || h 
Fooliſh Soul, hath God given thee a Body for 2 | 
living Tool or Inſtrument, and art thou afraid to t 
uſe ir? Wherein is the Mercy of having a. Body, if Ih 
not in ſpending and wearing it out in the Service of I þ 


. | ; Cod? 
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God? To have an active vigorous Body, and not 
to imploy and exerciſe it for God, for fear of en- 

dangering its Health, is, as if one ſhould give thee 
a handſome and ſprightful Horſe, upon condition 
thou ſhouldſt not ride or work him. If ſome of 
the Saints had enjoyed the bleſſings of ſuch an 
healthy active Body as mine, what excellent Ser- 
vices would they have performed to God in it ? 

2. If my Body ſhall as {was Fee The Sickh 
again in glory, vigour and excellent %, *** 
— as the Seed which I — — 
| ſow doth, Why ſhould not this com- 
fort me over all the pains, weakneſſes and dul 
neſs with which my Soul is now clogged ? Thou 
_ | knoweſt, my God, what a Grief It hath been to 
UN | my Soul, to be fetter'd and intangl'd with the Di- 
he | ſtempers and manifold Indiſpoſitions of this vile | 
me { Body. It hath made me ſigh and ſay, with holy An- 
dy | ſelme, when he ſaw the mounting Bird weighed 
al- | down by the Stone hanging at her Leg: Lord, thus 
nk | it fares with the Soul of thy Servant. Fain would 
nd | 1 ſerve, glorifie, and enjoy thee, but a diſtemper- 

N- | ed Body will not let me. However, it is reviving _ 

to think, that tho'l am now forced to crawl like a 
nd worm, in the diſcharge of my Duties, Iſhall ſhort - 
nd ly fly, like a Seraphim, in the execution of thy 
to Will. Chear up, drooping Soul, the time is at 
by | hand, when thou ſhalt be made more willing than = 

thou art, and thy Fleſh not ſo weak as now it is. 
2 | 3. And is it ſo indeed? Then let 5 
to | the dying Saint, like Jacob, rouze up gi, ie, 
„if | himſelf upon his Bed, and incourage gin. —_ 
of | himfelf againſt the fears of death by 
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with it, tho? but for a time? And with aſſurance 
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this refreſhing Conſideration. Let him ſay with 


holy dying Muſculus, Why trembleſt thou (O my 


Soul) to go forth of this Tabernacle to the Land 
of Reſt ? Hath thy Bod y been ſuch a pleaſantHabi- 
tation to thee, t hat thou ſhould'd be ſo loth to part 


of receiving it again with ſuch a glorious im- 
provement ? | know (O my Soul) that thou haſt 
a natural inclination to this Body, reſulting from 
the dear and ſtri& union which God himſelf hath 
made betwixt thee and it! Yea, even the holieſt 


of men do ſometimes ſenſibly feel the like in 


themſelves but beware thou love it not immode- 
rately or inordinately ; *tis but a Creature, how 
dear ſoever it be to thee : Yea,a fading Creature 


and that which now ſtands in thy way to the full 


enjoyment of God. But ſay my Soul, Why are the 


. thoughts of partingwith it ſo burdenſome to thee? 


as for the manner of thy parting,cither by theſlos 
| I a 


Why ſo loth to take Death by its cold Hand? Is 
this Body thy old and dear Friend? True, but ye 
thou parteſt not with it upon ſuch ſad terms, a 
ſhould deſerve a Tear at parting. For mayſt thou 
not ſay of this departure, as Paul at the departure 
of One/imus, Philem. v. 15. It therefore departet 


for a ſeaſon. that thou mayſt receive it for ever. The 

© "day of Re-eſpouſals will quickly come, and in the 
mean time as thy Body ſhall not be ſenſible of the 
_ tedious length of interpoſing time,ſo neither ſhalt 


thou be ſolicitous about thine abſent Friend : Fo 


the Fruition of God in that thine unbodied ſtate, 
ſhall fill thee with infinite Satisfaction and Reſt. 


Or ĩs it not ſo much ſimply for parting with it 
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my and terrible approaches of a violentDeath? Why, 
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thi and lingring approaches of a natural, or the quick 


nd trouble not thy ſelf about that; for if God led 


di · thee thro' the long dark Lane of a tedious Sick- 
arty neſs, yet at the end of it is thy Father's Hovſe. 
nee} And for a violent Death tis not ſo material, whe- 
im · ther Friends or Enemies ſtand weeping or tri- 
af umphing over thy dead Body. Nibil corpus fentit 
om in nervo cum anima ſit in celo. When thy Soul 
ath} ſhall be in Heaven, *twill not be ſenſible how the 
ielt} Body is uſed on Earth. 

in] 4. But Oh! What an uncomfor- 

de · table parting will mine be? And — 1 
ow] how much more ſad our meeting a- g;,,- _ 
ure flach How will this Soul and Body 


Soul, to pleaſe my Fleſh, and now have ruin'd 


Soul, 1 had thereby happily provided for them 
ruin'd both eternally. 
The POEM, 


That which they had is loſt, and quite conſum 
They foon corrupt, and grow more baſe by odds 
When dead, and bury'd underneath the clods, 
It falls in baſeneſs, but at length doth» riſe 
In glory; which delights beholders Eyes, 
How great a difference bave a few days mad: 
N Betwixt it, in the Buſhel, and the blade 


luſh, yea tremble, when they meet, who have 
the] deen Co-partners in ſo much guilt ! 1 Damn'd my . 


both, but began at the wrong end, and a have 


both thereby: Had 1 denied my Fleſn to ſerve 
Chriſt, worn out my Body in the Service of my 


: B- & E Seeds have no great beauty, but _ A 


{. 
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This lovely, lively emblem aptly may 
; Type out the glorious Re ſurrection day; 
M berein the Saints that in the daſt do lye, 
Shall riſe in Glory, Vigour, Dignity. 1 
Mith Singing in that morning they ariſe, Up 
Aud darling Glory; ſuch as mortal Eyes 
Ne er view d on Earth. The ſparkling Beauties here, 
No more can equalize their Splendor there, 
' Than glimmer Glow-worms do the faireſt Star 
|. That f row in Heaven, or the Stones that are 
In every Street, may competition hole 
Mitb glittering Diamonds in Rings of Gold. 
For unto Chriſt's moſt glorious Body tbey 
Shall be conform'd in Glory at that day; 
; Whoſe luſtre would, ſhould it on Mortals fall, 
_ Tranſport a Stephen, and confound a Paul. 
| Tis now à courſe and crazy Houſe of Clay ;. 
But O! How dear do Souls for Lodging pay 
Few mare than I, for thou, my Soul, haſt been 
Within theſe Tents of Kedar cooped in. = 
V brre, with Diſtempers clog*d,thou mak'ſt thy Moans, 
And, for Deliverance , with tears and groans 


3 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Hatt ofen ſud; Cheer up, the time will be, 
MV ben thou from all theſe Troubles ſhalt be free. 
No jarring Humours, cloudy Vapours, Rheums, 
Pains, Aches, or whatever elſe conſumes 
Ay days in Grief ;, whilſt in the Chriſtian Race, 
Fleſh lags behind, and can't keep equal pace 
Vith the more equal Spirit; none of theſe 
Shall thenceforth clog thee or diſturb thine eaſe. 


= 
— 


9» -{ "3. ai as — — — com * — — . | 
4 * 0 — =. 


"Ti Len ufc of ub 141 
| CHAP. XI. ; 
Upon the Reſemblanceof Wheat and Tares. 


, As Wheat reſembled is by viler Tares, b 
So vile Hypocriſie like Grace appears. 


OBSERVATION. 
I is Jeromꝰ's Obſervation,that Wheat and Tares 
are ſo much alike in their firſt ſpringing up, 
that it is exceeding difficult to diſtinguiſh the one 
from the other, Theſe are his words, Inter triti- 
m & lolium quamdiu herba eſt, & nondum culmus 
yenit ad ſpicam ;, grandis ſimilitudo eſt: & indiſcer- 
endo aut nulla, aut perdifficilis diſtantia. The diffe- 
ence (faith he) between them, is either none at 
ll, or wonderful difficult to diſcern; which thoſe * - 
vords of Chriſt, Mat. 1 3. 30. plainly confirm: Let 
hem both alone till the Harveſt; thereby intima- 
ing, both the difficulty of diſtinguiſhing the Tares | 
ind Wheat; as alſo, the unwarrantable raſhneſs of 
dold and haſty Cenſures of Mens Sincerity or Hy- 
pocriſie, which is there ſhadowed by them. | 


APPLICATION. - 8 

Ow difficult ſoever it be to diſcern the diff 
rence betwixt Wheat and Tares;yet doubt- 

ſs the Eye of Sence can much eaſier diſcriminate 

em, than the moſt quick and piercing Eye of 

an can diſcern the difference betwixt ſpecial and 

dmmon Grace, for all ſaving Graces in the _ - 

1 a 3 ve 22 
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ſimilar works in , Which a Spiritual and very þ 


eſcaped che Pollutions of the World, and that by] 


ced and bumble Souls? In this alſo the Hypocriteſe⸗ 


- they which for a while believe, and in time of tempta-· we 


Doth the precious Eye of Faith, diſcovering thepne 


Hadan JA, Or,” 
have their Counterfeits in Hypocrites. There are 


Judicious Eye may eaſily miſtake for the ſaving and 
genuine effects of the Sanctify ing Spirit. 
Doth the Spirit of God convince the Conſcien - 
ces of his people of the evil of Sin? Rom. 7. 9. Hy- 
poerites have their Convictions too, Exod. 10. 16, Þe li 
Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron in baſe, 
and be ſaid, I bave ſinned againſt the Lord your God, Ipo 
and againſt you, Thus was Saul alſo convicted, Fleſ 
1 Sam. 15. 24. 1 nd 

Doth true Conviction and Compunction work fav 


Reformation of Life in the people of God? Even Ine: 


Hypocrites alſo have been famous for their Re- Nod 
formations. The unclean Spirit often goes out of ſeig 
the formal Hypocrite, by an external Reformati- 
on; and yer ſtill retains his. propriety in them, 
Mat. 12.43, 44. For that departure is indeed no 
more than a politick retreat. Many that fhall 
never eſcape the Damnation of Hel], have yet: 


the knowledge of the Son of God, 2 Pet. 2. 20. 
Doth the Spirit of the Lord produce that glo- 
rious and ſupernatural work of Faith in convin-| 


apes and imitates the Believer, As 8. 13. ThenPay 
Simon bimſelf believed alſo, Luke 8. 13. Theſe aree t 


tion fall anay. ri 


\ tranſcendent excellencies that are in Chriſt inft ame ces 


 defires and longings after him? Strange motiongec 


2 


the Affections of the believing Soul with veche men 
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-e bf Heart have alſo been found in Hypocrites to- 
y wards Chriſt and heavenly things, Job 6. 34 Lord, 
id er more give us this bread, Mat. 25. 8. Give us of 
wr Oyl, for our Lamps are gone out. With what a 
n · Rapture was Balaam tranſported, when he ſaid, 
y- et me die the death of the righteous, and my laſt end 
6. | like bis, Numb. 23. 10. 
te, | Doth the work of Faith in ſome Believers bear 
ad, pon its top Branches, the full ripe Fruits of a 
ed, Fleſſed affurance ? Lo! What ſtrong confidences, 
nd high- built per ſwaſions of an intereſt in God, 
"rk have ſometimes been found even in unſanctified 
ren Ines? John 8. 54. Of whom you ſay, that he is your 
Re- Jod, and yet ye have not known hun. To the ſame 
t of eight of confidence arrived thoſe vain Souls, 
ati-Pention'd in Rom. 2. 19. Yea, ſo itrong may this 
em, iſe aſſurance be, that they dare boldly venture to 
no ſo to the Judgment: ſeat of God, and there de- 
hall End it, Mat. 7. 22. Lord, Lord, haue we not prophe- 
et d in thy Name ? Eos ho RS 
t by] Doth the Spirit of Cod fill the Heart of the aſſu - 
>. A Believer with joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 
glo-Pving them, through Faith,a prelibation, or foretaſt 
vin- F Heaven it ſelf, in thoſe firſt · fruits of it? How 
crite fear to this comes that which the Apoſtle ſuppoſes 
Then pay be found even in Apoſtates! Heb. 6. 8.9. who | 
e arte there ſaid, to taſte the good word of God, and the 
4. wers of the world to come. What ſhall I ſay? If real 
riſtians delight in Ordinances, thoſe that are 
g theÞne may alſo delight in approaching to God, 
Tek. 33. 32. It may be you will ſay, though the 
meniffference be not eaſily diſcernable in their active 
tionP<Llence ; yet, when it ſhall come to ſuffering, 
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| there every, Exe may diſcern it: The falſe Heart] 
will then flinchi,and cannot brook that work. And] © 
| yet even this is no infallible rule neither; for th 
| Apoſtle ſappoſes,that the Salamander of Hypocri/; 
| may live in the very Flames of Martyrdom, 1 Cor 

E ! * * 1 1 give my body to be burnt, and have not 

| charity. And it was long ſince determined in this} 
| 


caſe, Non pena, ſed cauſa facit Martyrem ;, ſo that] 
without Controverſie,the difficulty of diſtinguiſh] ff 
ing them is very great. - 
And. this difference will yet be more ſubtil and ot 
_ undiſcernable, if I ſhould tell you, that as in ſo ma- 
ny things, the Hypocrite reſembles the Saint: So 


there are others things in which a real Chriſt ia 
may act too like a Hypocrite. When we find 2 ; 
'  Fharach confeſſing, an Herod practiſing, as well as ” 
hearing, a Judas preaching Chriſt, an Alexander]? 
venturing his Life for Paul; and on the other fide, 
hall find a David condemning that in another, 
which he practiſed himſelf; and Hezetiab glorying th 
in his Riches, a Peter diſſembling, and even all the 
: Diſciples for ſaking Chr: in an hour of trouble and 
danger. O then! how hard is it for the Eye of Man 
to diſcern betwixt Chaff and Wheat? How many th 
upright Hearts are now cenſured, whom God will 
clear? How many falſe Hearts are now approved, 
whom God will condemn? Men ordinarily have 
no clear convictive proofs, but only probable ſym- 
ptoms, which at moſt can beget but a conjectura 
|. knowledge of another's ſtate. And they that Ihall 
peremptorily judge either way, may poſſibly wrong 
dhe Generation of the upright; or on the othe 
._ fide, abſolve and juſtifie the Wicked. And my 
F 5 conſider 


nany 
| will 
ved, 
have 
ſym- 
tura 
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mall be Judgs : 
oy live ( ſaith the Lord) every knee ſhall bow to me, 
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conſidering what hath been ſaid, it's no great won- 


der that dangerous miſtakes are to frequently made 
in this matter. But though man cannot, the Lord 
both can, and will perfectly diſcriminate them. 


he Lord knoweth who are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19. He 


will have a day perfectly to ſever the I ares from 


the Wheat, to melt off the varniſh of the moſt re- 


ſplendent and refined Hy pocrite, and to blow off 
the Aſhes of Infirmities, which have covered and 
obſcured the very ſpar ks of ſincerity in his People. 
He will make ſuch a diviſion as was never yet 
made in the World, how many Uiviſions ſoever 
there have been in it. And then ſhall men indeed 
return, and diſcern betwigxt the rightious and the wio- 
led, het wi xt him that ſerveth Cod, and him that ſerveth 
him not, Mean while (my Soul) thou canſt nor 
better imploy thy ſelf, whether thou be ſound or 
unſound, than in making theſe Reflections upon 
thy ſelf. 8 „ 
- REFLECTIONS 

And is this ſo? Then, Lord,pardon. 
the raſhneſs and precipitancy of my 
Cenſorious Spirit; tor I have often 
boldly anticipated thy Judgment, 1 
and aſſumed thy Prerogative, although thou haſt 
ſaid, Why doſt thou judge thy brother? And why doſt 
thou ſet at nought thy brother? Ce ſhall all ſtand before 
ment. ſeat of Chriſt ; for it is written, as I 


The Cerſyri- 
ous Fouls K- 
flection. „ 


and every tongue ſhall confeſs to God. Let us not 
therefore judpe one another any more, Rom. 14 10, 1, 
12,13. And again, Jie that judgeth me is the Lord. 
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ary Spiri tualixed; 
Let us therefore judge nothing before the time until the 
Tord come, who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of 
' - the heart; and then ſhall every man have praiſe of 
God, 1 Cor. 4. 4. . . 
W hat if God will own ſome of them for his Sons, 
to whom l refuſe to give the reſpect of Brethren? 
may pals haſty and headlong Cenſures upon others, 
but where is my Commiſſion for ſo doing? I want 
not only a Commiſſion, but fit Qualifications for 
ſuch a work as this. Can I pierce into the Heart as 
God?Can I infallibly diſcover the hidden motives, 
ends and principles of actions? Beſides, O my 
Soul! Thou art conſcious of fo much falſeneſs in 
thy ſelf, that were there no other Conſideration, 
that alone might reſtrain thee from all uncharita- 
ble and haſty Genſures. If others knew but what | 
I kaow of my ſelf, would they not judge as ſevere- 
ly of me, as I do of others? 25 
2. Though I may not jodge the 
* 5 ; o_ final ſtate of another, yet 1 may and 
Refletion, ought to judge the ſtate of my own 
bf Soul; which is doubtleſs a more ne- 
ceſſary and concerning work to me. For ſince eve- 
ry Saving Grace in a Chriſtian hath its Counterfeit 
in the Hypocrite, how needful is it, for thee, (O 
my Soul) to make a ſtand here, and ſolemnly to 
ponder this great queſtion; Whether thoſe things 
whereon 1 depend as my beſt evidences for the Life 
to come, be the real, or only the common works off 
the Spirit? Whether they be ſnch as can now en- 
dure the Teſt of the Word and abide a fair Tryal 
ut the Bar of my own Conſcience? Py 
_ 3 2 — 5 
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Come then, my Soul! Set the Lord before thee | 


to whom the ſecrets of all Hearts are manifeſt;and 


in the awful ſence of that great day,make true an- | 


ſwer to theſe Heart-diſcovering Queries; for þ 


though thou canſt not diſcern the difference be- 
twixt theſe things in another, yet thou mayſt and 
oughteſt to diſcern it in thy "ſelf; tor what Man 


knows the things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of Man 


that is in him? 

Firſt, Is my obedience uniform? Am I the fame 
Man at all Times, Places and Companies ? Or ra- 
ther, am I not exact and curious in open and pub- 


lick; "remiſs and careleſs,in private and ſecret Du- 
ties? ? Sincere Souls are uniform Souls „Pſal. 119 6. 


the Hypocrite is no Cloſet-man, Mat. 6. 5. 
Secondly, Doth that which | call Grace in me, 


; | oppoſe and mortifie,or doth it not rather quietly 


conſiſt with, and protect my Luſts and Corrupti- 


ons? True Grace tolerates no Luſt, Gal. 5.17. No, 


not the Boſom, Darling- cotruptions, Pſal. 1 8. 23. 
Thirdly, Doth that which | call my Grace, 
humble, empty, and abaſe my Soul ? Or rather, 


doth it not puff it up with Self. conceitedneſs? A 1 


ſaving Grace is humbling Grace, 1 Cor. 15. 10. 
_ the Soul which is lifted up, is no! ut. Hab 


5 Canſt thou (my Soul) rejoyce and bleſs 


God for the Grace imparted to others ? And re- | 


joyce, if any defign for Chriſt be carried on in the 


World by other Fands ? Or rather, doſt thou not 


envy thoſe that excel thee, and careſt for no work 
in which thon art not ſeen? © 
But ſtay my Soul, it is Sen 11 theſe be the 
E 
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ſubſtantial differences betwixt ſpecial and common 
Grace, I more than doubt, I ſhall not endure the 
day of bis coming, Whoſe fan i is in bis hand, Do 
not thoſe ſpots appear upon me, which are not the 
fpots of his Children? Woe is me, poor Wretch, 
the Characters of Death are upon my Soul! Lord, 
add Power tothe Form, Life to the Name to Live, 
Pr. ctice to the Knowledge, or ] periſh Eternally ! 
O rather give me the Saint's Heart, than the An- 
*  geYs Tongue; the pooreſt breathing of thy Spirit, 
than the richeſt Ornaments of common Gifts! Let 
me neither deceive my ſelf or others, in matters | 
of ſo deep and ever laſting Conſequence ! 


The POEM. 
N Eaſtern Countreys, as good Authors write, 
Tares in their ſpringing up appear to ſight 3 * 
Not like it ſelf, a Weed, but real Wheat, 1 
Whoſe ſhape and form it counter feits fo neat, __ 
That "twould require a moſt judicious Eye, | 
The one from t'other to di verſiſie; 
Till both to ſome maturity be grown, 
And then the difference is easly known. 
Even thus Hypocriſie, that curſed Weed, 
Springs up ſo like true C race, that be will need 
More than a common inſt; be in this Caſe, 
Th1t ſaith this is not, that is real Grace. 
Ne're did the cunning Ador, though a Slave 
Array d in Princely Robes, himſelf behavde 
So like a King, as this doth alt the part 
Of ſaving Grace, by its deep belliſh Art. 
Do gracious Souls melt, mourn and weep for ſin ? 


5 * like in e e oer v d hath been. 
4 Have 
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heavenly uſe of earthly things. "Tay © 
Have hy their comſorts, joys, and raptures ſweet ? 


mon y;th them in comforts Hypocrites do meet. 
the n al Religious Duties, they can go 
Do . far as Saints; in ſome things farther too, 
t the They ſpeak like Angels, and you'll think within 
th, | The very Spirit of Chriſt, and Grace bath bin, 
ord, They come ſo near, that ſome, like Iſaac, take 
=——y Jacob for Eſau; this for that miſtake. 
Wy" | 4nd boldly call (their Eyes with bis being dim) 
Au- | True Grace Hypocriſie, and Duty Sin. 
PRs Tea, many alſo, Jacob like, imbrace 
| Let | Leah for Rachel, common Gifts for Grace. 
ters And in their Boſoms hug it, till the lig ut 
I Diſeover their miſtake, and clear their ſigbt. 
And then like him, confounded they will cry, 
Alas ! tis Leah, curs'd Hypocri/te ! 
'% Guide me, my God, that 1 may not inſtead 
Of ſaving Grace nur ſe up this curſed Weed, 
O let my Heart by thee at laſt be found 
' Sincere, and all thy Og an it ſound. 
c HAP. XIII. 
Upon the Dangers incident to Corn from 
Seed-time to Harveſt. 
Fowls, Weeds, and Blaſtings do your Corn annoy ; 
Even fo Corruptions maid your Grace defrey. 
OBSERVATION. 
I: are( among ſt many others) three Critical 
and dangerous periods betwixt the Seed time 
bf and Harveſt. The firſt, when Corn is neyrly com- 
crave l E mitted F 
= ** — 


7  Hutvanary Spin | 
mitted to the Earth, all that Iyes — is 
quickly pickt up by the Birds : ; and much of that 
which is bur ſlightly covered, is ſtockt vp as ſoon 
as ĩt begins to ſprout, by Rooks and other devour- 


ing Fowls, Mar. 1 3. 4. but if it eſcape the Fowls, 


and gets root in theEarth yet then it is hazarded 
by noxious Weeds, which purloin and ſuck away 
its nouri/hment whilſt it is yet in the tender blade. 
It by the care of the vigilant Husbandman it be 
freed from choaking Weeds, yet laſtly, as great a 


danger as any of the former {till attends it: „ for 
oftentimes, whilſt it is blowing i in the ear, blaſt- | 


: ings, and mildews ſmite it in the ſtalk, which cuts 


off the juice and ſap that ſhould aſcend to nouriſh | 


the ear; and fo ſhrivels and dries up the Grain 
_ whillt 1 iris yet immature, whereby it becomes like 
thoſe ears of Corn in Pharaoh's Viſion, which were 


thin, and blaſted with the Eaſt- wind; or like the | 


ears the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of upon the Houſe-top, 
wherewith the Reaper filleth not his Arms. 


APPLICATION. 


UE Grace from the Infancy to the Perfe- 


ction thereof, conflicts with far more grea- 
ter dangers, amongſt which it anſwerably meets 
with three dangerous periods which marvel- 


Jlovſly hazard it: So that it is a much greater | 


wonder that it ever arrives at its juſt perfecti- 
on. For, (1.) No ſooner hath the great Hus- 


bandman diſſeminated theſe holy Seeds in the | 


.  regenerat2 Heart, but multitudes of impetuous 
Corruptĩons immediately aſſault, and would 
certainly devour them like the Fowls of the Air, 
did not the lame Arm — ſowed them, alſo 
| 8 protect 
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protect them. It fares with Grace, as with Chriſt -- 
its Author, whom Herod {ought to deſtroy in his 
very Infancy, The new Creature is ſcarce warm 
in its ſeat, before it muſt ſight to defend it ſelf, 
This Conflict is excellently ſet forth in that fa- 
mous Text, Gal. 5. 17. The Fleſh luſteth againſt 
the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, and theſe 
are contrary the one. to the other; ſo that ye cannot 
do the things that ye would, : 

By Fleſh here, underſtand the corruption of na- 


ture by Original Sin, and the ſinful motions there- 


of; by Spirit, not the Soul, or natural Spirit of 
man, but the Spirit of God in man, vz. thoſe 


| Graces in man whieh are theWorkmanſhip of the 


Spirit, and therefore called by his Name. The op- 
poſition betwixt theſe two is expreſſed by loſting, 
(i. e.) deſiring the mutual ruin and deſtruction of 
each other,; for even when they are not acting, 
yet then they are luſting, there is an oppoſite dil- 
polition againſt each other ; which oppoſition is 


| both formal and an effective oppoſition. There are 


two contrary forms, two men in every Saint, Col. 
3. 9,10. From hence an effective oppoſition muſt 
needs follow; for as things are in their Natures 
and Principles, ſo they are in their Operations and 
Effects; Workings always follow Beings; Fire 


and Water are of contrary qualities, and when they 


meet, they effectively oppoſe each other. Sin and 


Grace are ſo oppoſite, that if Sin ſhould ceaſe to 


oppoſe Grace, it would ceaſe to be Sin; and if 
Grace ſhould not oppoſe Sin, it would ceaſe to be 
Grace. And this doth much more endanger the 


work of Grace, than any other Egemy it hath; 


L 4 - becauſe 
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| becauſe it works againſt it more inwardly conſtant- 


ty, and advantagiou/ly, than any thing elfe can do. | 


Ct.) More mwardly, for it {hath its being and 


working in the ſameSout where Grace dwells ; yea, 
in the ſelf-ſame Faculties, fo that it not only ſets 
one Faculty againſt another, but the ſame Faculty 
againſt it ſelf, the Underſtanding againſt the Un- 
derſtanding, and the Will againſt the Will; fo 
that ye cannot do the good, nor yet the evil that ye 
would; not the good that ye would, becauſe when 


dhe Spirit moves to good, and beats upon the Heart 


by Divine Pulſations, exciting it ro Duty, the 
Fleſh croſſes and oppotes it there; and if it can- | 


not totally hinder the perſormance of a Duty, yet 


as ” 
hy a 2 = 
* e — . * — — 


it lames the Soul upon the working hand, where- 


dy the performance is not fo Spiritval, free and 
com poſed, as it deſires; nor yet the evil that you 
would conimir, if Grace were not there, becauſe | 


when Luſt ſtirs in its firſt Motions, Grace puts a | 


rub in its way. How can 1 do this great wickedneſs, | 


and /ia againſt God? Gen. 39.9. And if it cannot 
( hich for the moſt part it dothJhinder the acting 
of fin, yet it fo engages the Will againſt it, that it 
is not committed with complacency and full con- 


fent, Rom. 7. 15. What J do 1 allow not. (2.) It | 
oppoſes it more conſtantly, it's like a continual 
dropping ; a Man can no more fly from this Ene- 


my, than from himſelf. There is a time when the 


Devil leaves tempting, Mat. 4.11. but no time 


when Cor-uption ceaſes from working. And laſt- 


ty, it oppoſes Grace more advantagiouſiy than any 


other Enemy can do, for it is not only always in 


the fame 50ul with it, but it is there W 
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2 the advantage of the Soyl which ſvits witn 


And yet, Oh the wonder of free Grace! It 
0 not f ſwallowed up in Victory, it eſcapes this 
2a 


— 3 


But (2. ) It ſoon meets with another, though 


it eſcape this, even with Temptations which ſtrike 
deſperately at the very Life of it; for theſe, like 
the Weeds, with ſeemingly loving Embraces, | 
claſp about i it ; and did not the faithful God now 
make a way to eſcape, inſtead of an Harveſt, we: 
ſhould have an heap ; For alas! what are we. to 


wreſtle with Principalities and Powers, and Spi- 


ritual Wickedneſſes in bigh places? 
Laſtly, Sad Relapſes, like blaſts and ruſtings, do: 
often fade, and greatly endanger it when it's even 


ready for the Harveſt. Thus it fell out with Ba- 
and 8 


did, whoſe laſt ways were not like his fit ſt; 
yet by this, theſe holy Fruits are not utterly de- 
| ftroyed, becauſe it is the Seed of God, and ſo is: 
| Immortal; 1 Joh. 5.4, F. And alſo becauſe the: 


| Promiſes of Perſeverence and Victory made to ir, 


cannot be fruſtrated; amongſt which theſe are 
excellent, Ia. 54: 10. Jer. 34. 40. 1 Cor. 1. 32. 
Pſa. 1. 3. Pſa. 12 5. 1 Joh. 4. 14. So that here is 


matter of unſpeakable Comfort; "wank the Fleſh: 


fay, Ego deficiam; 1 will fail thee; though the: 


World ſay, Ego decigjam, I will deceive thee; 


$1 _ the Devil ſay, Ego eripiam, L Win ſnatch« 
thee away; pet as long as Cbriſt fairhg Iwill ne- 


ver leave thes nor forſake thee; th J. Graces: ar- 
+ py in the mid of all theſe Enemies-. 
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REFLECTIONS. © -- 


1. This Soul of mine was once 
*- The Hpoſiate's plowed up by Conviction, and ſown 
. RVefcfiion. (as | thought) with the Seed of 
1 God. la thoſe days many purpoſes 
and good reſolutions began to chink and bud forth, 
pPromiſing a bleſſed Harveſt : But O ! (with what 
conſternation and horror ſhould I ſpeak it?) the 


Cares and pleaſures of this Life, the Luſts and | 


Corruptions of my baſe Heart ſpringing up, have 


quite deſtroyed and choakt it; by which it appears | 


ic was not the Seed of God, as Il then imagined it 
to be; and now my expected Harveſt ſhall be an 


heap, in the day of grief and deſperate forrow,1ſa. 


17. 11. I had Convictions, but they are gone: 
Troubles for Sin, Conſcience of Duties, but all is 
blaſted, and my Soul is now as a Barren Field, 
_ which God hath curſed. | 


Woe is me ! l have revolted from God, and | 
no that dreadful word, Jer. 17. 4 9. is evidently | 


fulfilled upon me; For I am liket 
fart, that ſeeth not when good cometh; my Soul inha- 
bits the parched places of the wilderneſs. Alas! all 
my formal and heartleſs duties were but as ſo many 


heath in the de- 


" — 


' feare-crows in the Field, which could not defend 
theſe flight workings from being devoured by the 


Infernal Fowls, Had theſe Principles been the Seed 


of God, no doubt they would have continued and 
2.19; Wretched 


evercome the World, r 7 
Soul! thy Caſe is fad, is will be better with the 
uncultivat d Wilderefs, than with ſuch a miſcar- 

rying 80, l, uwels the great Husbandman ow 
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thee up the ſecond time, and ſow thy Heart with | 


| better Seed. 
2. And are the Corruptions of mp 
Heart to Grace, what Fowls, Weeds, = Careleſs 


and Mildews are to the Cern? O — * 


What need have I then to watch my 


Heart, and keep it with all diligence; for ia tbe 


Life of that Grace is wrapt up the Life of my Soul. 
He that carries a Candle in his Hand in a bluſtring 


| Stormy Night, had need to cover it cloſe, leſt it be 


blown out, and be left in darkneſs. O let me ne- 


therefore I need not be ſo ſolicitous to preſerve it; 
for as this Inference is quite oppoſite to the nature 


| of true Grace and Aſſurance, which never incou- 


ver ſay, God hath promiſed it ſhall perſevere, and 


rage to careleſneſs, but provoke the Soul to an in- 


it ſelf an irrational and ſenſleſs Concluſion, which 
will. never follow from any Scripture Promiſe : 


| dutitrious uſe of means to preſerve it; So, it is in 


For although it is readily granted, that God hath 


made many comfortable and {weet Promiſes ro 


the Graces of his people, yet we mult expect to 


enjoy the Benefits and Bleſſings of all thoſe Pro- 
miſes, in that way and order in which God 
hath promiſed them; and tłat is in the careful 


and diligent uſe of thoſe means which he hath. 


preſcribed, Ezek. 36. 36. Y7. for Promiſes do 


not exclude, but imply the uſe of Means, A, 27. 


31. 1 know my Life is determined to a day, to 


an hour, and I ſhall live out every minute God 


hath appointed; but yet I am bound co. provide 
Food, Raiment and rb to preſerve it. 


To 


= fte Truth, and ſuck Marrow and Fatneſs : 


e Fa Spiritaalizzd; On, © 


, To conclude, Let all donbting 
The Doubting Chriſtians reflect ſeriouſiy upon this 
out of it to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh 
them againſt all their fears ; your Life, your 
Spiritual Life, 'hath for many years hanged in 
ſuͤſpence before you; and you have often ſaid 


Veith David, I ſhall one day fall by the Hand of 


Sus. Deſponding, trembling; Soul, lift up thine 
Eyes. and look upon. the Fieids, the Corn lives 
till, and grows up; though Birds have watch'd 
do devour it, Snows have covered it, Beaſts. have 


aropt it, Weeds have almoſt choak'd it, yet it's 


preſerved. And hath-not God more care of that 
precious Seed of his own Spirit in thee, than a- 
ny Husbandman hath of his Corn? Hath he not 
ſhid,. That having begun the good work in thee, he 
will per fect it to the day of Cbriſt? Phil. 1. 6. Hath 
bs not ſaid, I give unto them eternal life, and they 
Hall newer periſh? John 10. 28. Haſt thou not 


many times faid, and thought of it, as thou doſt 


now, aud yet it lives ? O what matter of un · 
ſpeakable joy and comfort is this. to uprighz 


Souls! Well then, be not diſcouraged, for thou 


do'ſt aot run as one uncertain, nor fight as one 
that beats the Air, 1 Cor. g. 26. but the Foun- 


dation af God. ſtands ſure, having this Seal; the 


Lord knows who are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19. Though 
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thy Grace be weak, thy God is ſtrong; thouzn | 
he Screan ſeem. ſometimes. to fail, yet. it's ed 


ky, an. ever flowing Fountain. 
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The POEM. 

1s juſtly wondred that an ear of Corn | 
Should tome at laſt in ſafety to the Barn; 

It runs through many hazar ds  threatning barms, 

Betwixt the Somers Hands, and Reaper s Arms. 

in | The Earth no ſooner takes it from the ſack, ö - 

But you may ſee behind the Sower's back ' 

A Troop of Thieves, which would at once : deſtrop 

That Seed in which hes bid the Seed of joy. 

This dangerous period paſt, it ſoon doth fab 

Into a ſecond, no leſs critical; 

It ſbooteth forth the tender blade, and then 

| The noxious Weeds endanger it again, 

Theſe claſp about it till they kindly choak 

The Corn, as flattering Ivy doth the Oak. 

Are Weeds deſtroyed, and all that danger paſt ? 

Lo now another comes, the worſt at haſt: 3 

For when th" ear it blows, begins to kern, 

A mildew ſmites it, which you can't diſdern, 

Nor any way derwent till all be laſt; | 

The Corn deſtroy'd, with all your bopes and coſt. 

Thus ſaving Grace, that precious Seed of Joy, 

Which. Hell and Nature plot bow to deſtroy, 

Eſcapes ten Thouſand dangers firſt and laſt ?- 


0 who can ſay now all the danger's paſt ; 


*T1s like a crazy Bark toſt in a. ſtorm, 

Or like a Taper which is ſtrangely born 

_ | Without a Lanthorn in a biuſt ring night 
or like to glimmering ſparks whoſe dying lab 

Is ſtill preſerv d : The roaring waves [well hig h, 

Like moving Mountains in the darkned Sky ; 

On their proud backs the little Bark-is even 

Mounted unto the Aattlements of Heaven:; 
5 i From: , 
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158 Haine, 
From thence diſmounted to the Deeps doth 7 
Receiving Water upon every ſide; 
Tet he whoſe voice the proudeſt Waves obey, 
Brings it at laſt unto the quiet Key. 
- Thebluftring Winds ſtrive with a-fatal puff, 
; To bring — Tapor to a ſtinking ſnuff”; 
I beir churliſh blaſts extinguiſh it, and tben 
Our gentle breath recovers it agen. 
The fainting ſparks beneath the Aſhes lye, 
Where choakt and ſmother d they begin to die; 
But theſe collected, we do gently blow, 
Till from faint ſparks to lively flames they grow ; 
Even thus is Grace preſerv d, thus kept alive; 
Zy conſtant wonders, Grace doth live and thrive. 


8 


CHAP. XIV. 
Upon the Patience of the Husbandman for ss 
the Harveſt. - 
Our Husbandmen for Harveſt wait and ſtay ; p .. Þ 
O let not any Saint do leſs rhan they. by 
In 
OBSERVATION. fy 


HE expectation of a good Harveſt at laſt, d 

makes the Husbandman with untired pati- Im 

ence to digeſt all his labours. He that plows, It! 

plows in hope, 1 Coy. G. 19 and they are not fo ir- It 

rational to think, they ſhall pre ſent ly be partakers If 

- of their hope, nor ſo taoliſh to ant icipate the Har- Jt 

| veſt, bycatting don their Corn before it be fully It 

i ripened, but are S low and weed Þ 
"i od. 


* — lect. * 


— CINE. 


The beavenly ofe of earthly thing. gg 
- and when it's fully ripe, then they go forth 
to their Fields and reap it down with joy, 


APPLICATION. 

AN alittle Corn cauſe Men to digeſt ſo many 
difficult labours, and make them wait with 
avincible patience till the reaping time come ? 
uch more ſhould the expeRation of Eternal Glo- 
y ſteel and fortifie my Spirit againſt all intercur- 
ent hardſhips and difficulties. It leaſt of all be- 
Tommes a Chriſtian to be of an haſty and impatient 
5 Ppirit. Light is jown for the righteous, and joy for 
be upright in heart, Pſal. 92. 11. Behold the Huſ- 
handman waiteth, &c. Jam. 5.7. Be patient there- 
Fire, my Brethern, for the coming of the Lord draws 
ear, T here are three great Arguments to perſwade 
hriſtians to a long-ſuffering and patient frame 
under ſufferings. ( 1. ) The example of Chriſt, Iſa. 
for ß 3. 7. to think how.quietly he ſuffered all injuries 
land difficulties with invincible patience, is ſufficient 

to ſhame the beſt of Chriſtians, who are of ſuch 

Mort Spirits, I have read of one Elexarius, a Neble- 
man, that when his Wife wondred at his exceed- 

ing great patience in bearing in jnr ies; he thus an- 

. Pfwered her, Yon know ſometimes my heart is rea- 
aſt, dy to riſe with indignation againſt ſuch as wrong 
ati- me, but I preſently begin to think of the wrongs 
ws, || that Chriſt ſuffer'd, and ſay thus to my ſelf, al- 
ir- though thy Servant ſhould pluck thy Beard, and 
ers | ſmite thee on thy Face, this were nothing to what 
ar- [thy Lord ſoffered: He ſuffet ed more and greater 
things ; and aſlure your ſelf (Wife) l ne zer leave 

ed | off thinking on the injuries done to my nw | 
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ſuch time as my mind be ſtill and quiet. To thi”, © 
purpoſe it was well noted by Bernard, ſpeaking o 4. 
Chriſt's Humiliation; Was Chriſt the Lord of Glo- P en 
ry thus humbled and emptied of his fulneſs of Glo- Nen 


ry? And ſhall fich a worm as F ſwell? (2.) The hat 


_ - ſenſe of fig, which merits Hell, ſweetens preſent 


N 


plar, p. 103. 


 wiſh'd him to be more careful and nutritive of his 
pPerſon; the good Duke anſwered, Sir, be not E. 


Ibe Royally entertained. The Lord asked him, 


years as a Stranger ig the World; for he looked 2 


deſert of ſin, Lam. 3. 39. Why doth the living manpPut 7 
complain ? It was a-good ſaying of bleſſed Green- 92 
bam : When fin lyes heavy, affliction lyes light. N 


7 


e, And It is a famous inſtance which | 
Dr. Taylor's Or. Taylor gives us of the Duke off 


Conde; I have read (faith he) when an : 


auf 


Great Exem- 


the Duke of Conde had voluntarily 
entred into the Incommodities of a Religious Po- 
verty and Retirement 3 he was one day ſpy'd and 
pPity'd by a Lord of 7taly, who out of tenderneſs 


troubled, and think not that I am ill provided of. 
Conveniences, for I ſend an Harbinger before me l, 
that makes ready my Lodgings, and takes care that 


who was his Harbinger ? He anſwered, the know- .; 
ledge of my ſelf, and the conſideration of what 1 
deſerve for my Sins, which is Eternal Torments; . 
and when with this knowledge I arrive at my 
Lodgings, how unprovided ſoever l find it, me- 
thinks it is ever better than I deſerve. And as the ln. 


Difficnlties; fo, (to come home to the preſent ſi- 
militude) do the expectations and hopes of a bleſ- 
fed Harveſt and Reward in Heaven. This mace 
Abraham willing.to wander up and down many 


— 


for 


1 
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—— 


ve heaventy uſe of earthly things. ir 
thiber a City that hath Foundations, Whoſe Builder 
g offs Maler is God. The hopes ot ſuch a Harveſt | 
lo. encouragement enough to work hard, and wait N 
lo. Dong; yet ſome Chriſtians are fo impatient of it, : 
hat they would fain be reaping before the time 
Put as God hath, by an unalterable Law of Nature, 
_Eppointed both the Seaſons of Seed - time and Har- 
reſt (which are therefore called the appointed 
'eeks of the Har veſt) Jer. 5. 24. and theſe cannot 
de haſten'd ; but when we have done all that ve 
kan on our part, muſt wait till God ſend the for- 
ily mer and the latter Rain, and given every natural 
Icanſe its effect: So is it in reference to cur Spiri- 
val Harveſt ; we are appointed to ſweat in the 
aſe of all God's A ppointments,and when we have 
his done al, mult patiently wait till the Divine De- 
kcrees be accompliſhed, and the time of the Pro- 
of (miſe be fully come; In due time we ſhall reap, if 
ve faint not. To which patient expeQation, and 
quiet waiting for the Glory to come, theſe fol- 
lowing Conſiderations are of excellent uſe. 

1. As the Husbandman knows when the Seed- 
time is paſt, it will not be long to- the Harveſt ; 
end the longer he waits, the nearer ſtill it is: So 
ny che Chriſtian knows, It is but yet a little while, and 

Pe that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry, Heb. 
he 0. 37. And that now his ſalvation is nearer than 

Ihen be firſt believed, Rom. 13. 11. Wh: t a ſmall 
point of time is our waiting time, compured with 

ternity ? Yet a few days more, and thea comes 
the long expected and welcome Harveſf. 

2, The Husbandman can find other work to do, 

xefore the reaping time come; he need not _ 
a idle, 


- . f ' "v7 
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Ilorn Sinners, ſpeak now to them for God, ſpea 


| idle, though he can 
Chriſtian find any work to do jor God, till! 


—_— P - ok 3. 1". . 
TTC 


to husband this preſent moment as well as I cad 4. 
for you. O Chriſtians! You need not ſtand idle hat i: 


8 


not yet reap. 


And cannot 


come to Heaven? O, there is much work to de 
and ſuch work as is only proper to this Seaſon 
You may now reprove ſin, exhort to duty, ſuccourf 
the diſtreſſed ; this is good work, and this is youi 
only time for ſuch work; the whole of Eternity, 
will be taken up in other Imployments. I think i 
meet (faith Peter) as long as ] am in this T aberna 
cle, to ſtir up your minds, knowing ſkertly, that I muſſike th 


put off this Tabernacle, 2 Pet. 1, 13, 14. 9. d. Gjately 


know I have but a little time to work among Jou ver 
am almoſt at Heaven; and therefore am willingſongs 


look round about you upon the multitude of for- hut; 


now to God for them; for ſhortly, you ſhall ſapirſt - 
fpeak no more, you ſhall ſee them no more till youPay y. 


ſee them at Chriſt's Bar; God leaves you here forſhe 8 


their ſakes, up and be doing: If you had done allow r 
you were to do for your ſelves and them, hepf yo! 
would have you to Heaven immediately, youflibati 
ſhonld. not wait a moment longer for your Glory. 5. | 

3. Husbandmen know, though they cannot yetÞit to 


gather in the precious Fruits of the Earth, yet allÞheay 


this while they are ripening and preparing for thewill | 


b . : * 
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Harveſt; they would not houſe it green, or takeſthe C 
it before .ts time. And is not this alſo my prepara - put h 


tion time for Glory? As God prepared Heaven for y ta 


his People, by an Eternal Decree, Mat. 25-34. by fed 
an Act of Creation, Heb. 11. 10. by the death offen, 


 Chritt, which made a purchaſe of jt, Heb. 10. 1 9,20.Þ hac 


: and 


* 
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9 Deaventy aſe of nn 17 © IC 
nd by his Aſcenſion into it, John 14. 2, 3. So the 
Seaſon why we are kept here, is in order to our 
tting for it. Heaven is ready, but we are not ful- 
ready; the Barn is ſit to receive the Corn, but 


unis ſelf-ſame thing God is now working us, 2 Cor. 
F. he is every day at work, by Ordinances,and 
iy Providences, to perfect his work in us; and 
ſoon as that is finiſned, we ſhall hear a voice 
like that, Rev. LI. 1 2. Come up hither, and imme- 
ately we ſhall be in the Spirit; tor how ardently 
vfoever we long for that deſireable day, Chriſt 
\Songs for it more than we can do. 

nf 4. The Husbandman is glad of the Firft- fruits, 
e hat incourages him, tho? the greateſt part be yet 
r. put; And have not you received the Firſt- fruits 
«Df that Glory? Have you no Ear neſts, Pled ges, and 
ſafirſt- fruits of it? *Tis your own fault, it every 
lay you feed not upon ſuch bleſſed comforts of 
he Spirit, Rom. 8. 23. Rom. F. 2. 1 Pet. 8. 9. 0 

pow might the inter poſing time, even all the days 
epf your patience here, be ſweet ned with ſuch pre- 
uibations of the Glory to come! 
5. Husbandmen know tis beſt ro reap, when tis 
ttareap; one handful fully ripe is worth many 
l|Þheaves of green Corn. And you know, Heaven 
Fill be ſweeteſt to you, when you are fitteſt for it; 
eſthe Child would pluck the Apple while it s green, 
- Put he might gather it eaſier, and taſte it ſweeter, - 
rÞy tarrying longer for it. We would fain be glori- 
Fed per ſaltum. When we have got a taſte of Hea- 
ten, we are all in baſte to be gone. Then, O that 
. hadWings as a Dove! I would fly away and be 
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he Corn is not fit to be gathered into it, But for 


"161 Fiu, Spiritaalized; Or, | 
gat reſt. Then we cry to God for our ſelves, as 1/6- 
fes for his Siſter Miriam, Heal her [now] O God, 


befeech thee, Numb. 12. 13. Glorifie me now, O 
Lord, I pray thee : But furely, as God hath con- 
trived thy Glory in the beſt of ways, ſo he hat 
appointed for thee the fitteſt Seaſons; and when- 
ever thou art gathered into Glory, thou ſhalt 
come as a ſhock of Corn in irs Seaſon. 
REFLECTION. 

I have waited for thy 38 O 
. God! Having received thy Firſt- fruits, 
alien. my Soul — to fill its Boſom with 
8 the full-ripe Sheaves of Glory. 7 
be Hart panteth for the water brooks, ſo pant- 
eth my Soul for thee, O God ! O, when ſhall I come 


The Lone- 


and appear before God! I deſire to be diſſolved, 
and to be with Chriſt, When ſhall I ſee that moſt 
lovely Face! When ſhall I hear his Soul-tranſpor⸗ 


ting Voice! Some need patience to dye, I need 


it as much to live! Thy fights, O God, by Faith 


have made this World a burthen, this Body a bur- 


then, and this Soul to cry like thirſty David, O 


that one would give me of the Waters of Beth-f 


lebem to drink! The Hosbandman longs for his 


| Harveſt, becauſe it is the reward of all his toyl 
and labour; but what is his Harveſt to mine? 
What is a little Corn to the enjoyment of., 
God? hat is the joy Harveſt, to*the joy 
of Heaven? What are the ſhoutings of Men 


in the Fields, to the Acclamations of glorifi- 


ed Spiri's in the Kingdom of God? Lord, %, 
| gone forth bearing more precious 

Seed than they; When ſhall 1 return edo ns: 4 
. . | | LEE ring - 


have 
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The heavenly aſe of earthly things. 


eps into Heaven before, me; yet, Lord, l am content 
o wait till my time be fully come, I would be con- 
ent to ſtay for my Glorification, till I have finiſhe 
he work of my Generation;and when I have doge 
he will of God, then to receive the Promiſe. If, 
hou have any work on Earth to uſe me in, I am 
ontent to abide: Behold, the Husbandman wait- 
th, and ſo will I; for thou art a God of Judg- 
nent, and bleſſed are all they that wait for thee. 
2. But how doth my ſlothful Soul . 
ink down into the fleſh, and ſettle it 3 Eg a> 
elf in the Love of this Animal Life „„. — 
ow doth it hug, and wrap vp it ſelf _ - 
a the Garment of this Mortality, not deſiring to 
e removed hence, to the more perfect and bleſſed 
ate! The Husband man indeed is content to ſtay 
i che appointed Weeks of the Har veſt, hut would 
e be content to wait always? O my ſenſual Heart! 
5 this Life of Hope as contentful ta thee, - as the 
ife of Viſion will be? Why doſt thou not groan 
within thy ſelf, that this Mortality might be ſwal- 
owed up of Life? Doth not the Scripture deſcribe 
he Saints by their ear neſt looking for the /ercy of 
pur Lord Jeſus unto Eternal Life? Jude 21. By 
leir haſtening unto the coming of the day of God?2Pet. 
3-12. What is the matter that my Heart hangs 
ack? Doth guilt lye upon my Conſcien.e? Or 
. n 8 


— — — - — _ 


8 1} 
2 bringing my Sheaves with me? Their Harveſt 
omes when they receive their Corn, mine comes 
y hen l leave it. O much deſired Harveſt! O day of 
he gladneſs of my Heart! How long Lord ! How 

ong! Here l wait as the poor Man at Betheſda's Pool, 
u Jooking when my turn will come, but every one 


_ 


— 
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Faith, awake my Love; beat up the drowzy de 


Beloved, and come away. 


Mis rare example juſtly may 


But rather by degrees increaſe, 


Why ſhould not I have patience thence, | 


166 Husbanary Spiritaalized; Or, 
have I gotten into a pleaſant Condition in tho 
World, which makes me ſay as Peter on the Mount] . 
It's good te be here? Or want I the Aſſurance of h 
better ſtate? Muſt God make all my Earthly Com 
forts die, before I ſhall be willing to die? Awake 
| 
fires of my Soul, that I may ſay, make haſte myÞs 

The POEM. 0; 
O prudent Husbandman expeds | 
' The fruit of what he ſows, 5 b 
Till every cauſe have its effects; 

And then he reaps and moms. © 
He works in hope the year throughout, 
And counts no labour loſk, 
F when the Seaſon comes about, 

His Harveſt quit his coſt. i 


1 


t 


Rebuke, and put to ſhame” | 


Ay Soul which ſows its Seed one day, 


And looks to reap the ſame. 
Ts curſed Nature now become 
So kind a Soyl to Grace, 


That to Per ſection it ſhould come 


Within fo ſhort a ſpace ? 


Grace ſprings not up with ſpeed and caſe, 


Like Muſhrooms in a Night, 9 
As doth the Merning-light. 

1s Corn ſo dear to Husbandman? 
Mucl, more is Heaven to me; 


Jo nait as well a; be ? 


- - —ͤ — x —-— — 1 
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Tue heavenhy uſe of earthly things; 167 
tho Promiſes appointed Tears, 
ſount] By God's Decrees are ſet; 
of ¶Tbeſe once expir d, beyond its fears 
om Ay Soul ſhall quickly get. 
wakgHow ſmall a part of haſty time, 

y de} Which quickly will expire, 
e m Doth me within this World confine, 
And then comes my defare ? 3 
ome, Lord, bow long ! My Soul bath gaſy'd, 
Faith my Affections warms ; 
) when ſhall my poor Soul be claſp'd 
In its Redeemers Arms ? 
be Time ſeems long, yet here I'll lye 
Till thou, my God, do call, 
tis enough, Eternity 
f Will make amends for all. 


ee... Ee. . . 


— 


nnr 
V pon the Harveſt Seaſon. 


Corn fully ripe is reap'd, and gather d in; 
So muſt your Selves, when ripe in Grace or Sin. 


OBSERVATION. 


— 


Hen the Fields are White to Harveſt, then 


Husbandmen walk through then, rub the 

gears; and finding the grain full and ſolid, they pre- 
ently prepare their Scythes and Sickles, ſend for 
heir Har veſt- men, who quickly Reap and Mow 
hem down; and after theſe follow the Binders, 


— — 


Po ſtitch it vp; from the Field where it grew its 
3 carried 
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and in ſome places it's uſual to ſer a Fire to the dry 


rue Application of this, 1 find made to mi 


; | zed; Or, 
carried to the Barn, where it is thraſhed out; the 
good Grain gathered into an heap,the Chaf ſepa 
rated and burnt, or thrown tothe Dunghil. Ho 
bare and naked do the Fields look after Harveſt be 
which before were pleaſant to behold? When the 
Harveſt-men enter into the Field, it is (to allude * 
to that, Joel 2. 3.) before them, like the Garden gr 
of Eden, and behind them a deſolate Wilderneſs .. 


163 AHusbandry Spirituali 


Stubble, when the Corn is houſed ; which ragesſ ;. 
furiouſly, and covers it all with Aſhes, 


APPLICATION. 


hands by Chriſt himſelf in Mat. 1 3. 38, 39.7: 


| The field is the Worid, the good ſeed are the children H 


Angels. 


So do h God the great Husbandman, he hurries 80 


3 


the K ing dom, the tares are the children of the Wicked H 
One, the enemy that ſowed them is the Devil, th Pe 
Harveſt is the end of the World, the Reapers are the! 


| TheField is the World; there both the godlyſſ7 
and ungodly live and grow together, till they be 
both ripe, and then they ſhall both be reaped dowi 

by death; Death is the Sickle that reaps down bother 


Iwill open this Allegory in the following Parti- Im 
- culars. os 


1. In a catching Harveſt, when the Husband-[fif 
man ſces the Clouds begin to gather and growth 
black, he hurries in his Corn with all poſſibleſor 
haſte, and houſes day and night... 11 
the Saints into their Graves, when Judgments areſib. 
coming 2pon the World, Iſa. 57. 1. Toe 3 
| | ern, 


— — a 
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"The heavenly aſe of earthly thinzs. 16 a 
Periſh, and no man layeth it to heart, and merciful 

the men are taken away; none conſidering that the rigb- 
Pa- teous is taken away from the evil tocome. Methuſclah 
10 died the year before the Flood, Auguſtine a little 
lt] before the Sacking of Hippo, Parcus juſt betore the 
the taking of Heidelberge, Luther a little before the 
ude Wars brake out in Germany; but what ſpake I of 
de; ſingle Saints 7 Sometimes rhe Lord Houſes great 
leſs J numbers together, before ſome ſweeping Jud ment 
dry comes, How many bright and glorious Stars did 
35 ſet almoſt together, within the compaſs of a few 
years, to the aſtoniſhment of many wiſe and ten- 
der hearts in England. I ind ſome ot them thus 
4 ranked in a Funeral Elegy. - 


* 


30 De Learned Twiſſe went firſt, (it was his right ) 

en off Then boly Palmer, Burrougas, Love, Gouge, White, 

ted Bill, Whitaker, grave Gataker, and Strong, 

the Ferne, Marſhal, Rebinſon, ai zone alung. 

e the l I have not named them bal}, their oaly ſtrife | 
Have been (of late) who ſhould firſ part with Tife, 

odlyſ Tbeſe few who yet ſurvive, /ick of this Aye, 

y be Long to have done their parts and leave the Stage, 


Wang The Lord ſees it better for them to be under- 

both ground than above ground, and therefore by a 

arti· merciful Prbvidence ſets them out of harms way: 
| 2. Neither the Corn, or Tares, can pcflibly re- 

and · Iſiſt the ſharp and keen Sickle, when it's applyed to 

,roWfthem by the Reaper's Hand; neither can the godly 

ſivleJor ungodly refiſt the ſtroke of Death when Cod in- 

_ Wpedts it, Eccleſ. 8. 8. INo man can keep ali his own 

rries Poul in the day of deusb, and there is no diſ.haroe in 

s areſthat war, The frail Body of Man is as unabie to 

pf cOMS 8 : -_ with- 
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withſtand that ſtroke, as the weak —— or 
feeble Stalks of the Corn are to reſiſt the keen 


Scythe and ſharp Sickle. 


3: The Reapers receive the Wheat which they 
cut down, into their Arms and Boſom. Hence 
that expreſſion by way of imprecation upon the 
wicked, Pſal. 129. 7. Let them be as the graſs upon 
the bouſe- top, which withers before it grows up, where- 
with the mower filleth not bis hand, nor be that bindeth 
ſheaves, his boſum. Such withered Gras are the 
wicked, who are never taken into the Reapers 
Hoſom; but as ſoon as Saints are cut down by 
death, they fall into the Hands and Boſoms of the 
Angels of God,who bear them in their Arms and 
Boſoms to God their Father, Luke 16. 22, For 
look, as theſe bleſſed Spirits did exceedingly re- 
jyce at their Converſion, Luke 15.10.and thought 
it no diſhonour to miniſter to them whilſt they 
ſtood in the Field, Heb. 1. 14. So when they are 
cut down by death „they will rejoyce to be their 
Convoy to Heaven. 

4. When the Corn and Weeds are reap'd or 
mowed down, they mall never grow any more in 
that Field ; neither ſhall we ever return to live an 
Animal Life any more after death, Job 7, 9, 10, As 
the cloud is conſumed and vaniſheth away; ſo he that 


goeth down to the grave, ſhall come up no more, he 


ſhall return no more to his bouſe, neither ſhall bis place 
nom him eny more. 

Laſtly,c To come home to the particular ſabje& 
of this Chapter) the Reapers are never ſent to cut 
down the Harveſt, till ir be fully ripe; neither 
will God reap down Saints or Sinners, till they be 
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3s 4 ſhock of Corn cometh in its ſeaſon. 
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ome to a maturity of Grace or wickedneſs.Saints 


are not reap'd down till their Grace be ripe, Job 


. 26. Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full age, 


every godly Man dies in ſuch a full old Age 
( faith Mr. Caryl on the place ) but yet in one 
ſenſe it is an univerſal truth, and ever fulfilled ; 
for whenſoever they die, they die in a good Age; 


yea, though they die in the ſpring and flower of 
their youth, they die in a good old Age, (i. e.) 
they are ripe for death whenever they dye: 
when-ever a godly Man dies, it's Harveſt time 


with him; though in a natural Capacity he be cur 
down while he is green, and cropt in the bud or 
bloſſom, yet in his ſpiritual Capacity he never 
dies before he be ripe. God ripens his ſpeedily, 
when he intends to take. them out of the 
World ſpeedily ; he can let out ſuch warm Rays 
and Beams of his Spirit upon them, as ſhall ſoon 
maturate the Seeds of Grace into a prepared- 
neſs for Glory, - 5 

The wicked alſo have their ripening time for 
ell and judgment; God doth with much long- 
tering endure the Veſſels of Wrath prepared 
dr Deſtruction, Of their ripeneſs for Judgment 
he Scripture often ſpeaks, Gen. 15. 16. T he /an of 
pe Amorites is not yet full, And of Babylon its 


aid. Jer. 51. 13. O theu that dwelleſt upon many 


aters, thine end is come, and the meaſure of thy 

pvetouſneſs, J 
"Tis worth remarking, that the meaſure of the 
n, and the end of the Sinner come together. So 
& 3.1J. Put ye in tbe ſickle, for the har veſe of the 
| K 2 Earth 
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earth is ripe, for the preſs-is full, the fats overflow, 
for their wickedneſs is great. Where note, Sinners are 
not cut down till they be ripe and ready. Indeed 
they are never ripe for death, nor ready for the 
Grave; that is, fit to die: Yet they are always 
ripe for wrath, and- ready for Hell before they 
die. Now as Husbandmen judge of ripeneſs of 
their Harveſt, by the colour and hardneſs of the 
Grain; ſo may we judge of the ripgneſs both of 
Saints and Sinners, for Heaven or Hell, by theſe 
following Signs 


' Three Signs of the Mutarity of Grate. 


1. Hen the Corn is near ripe, it bowes the 

| head, and ſtoops lower than when it 
was green. When the People of God are near ripe 
for Heaven, they grow more humble and ſelf deny- 
ing, than in the days of their firſt profeſſion. The 
longer a Saint grows in this World, the better he is 
ſtill acquainted with his own Heart, and his Obli- 
gations to God; both which are very humbling 
things. Paul had one foot in Heaven, when he 
called himſelf the chiefeſt of Sinners, and leaſt of 
Saints, 1 Tim. 1.15. Epi. 3. 8. A Chriſtian in the 
progreſs of his Knowledge and Grace, is like a Veſ- 
#l caſt into the Sea, the more it fills, the deeper it 
' ſinks. Thoſe that went to Study at Athens ( faith 
Plutarch) at firſt coming ſeemed to themſelves to 
be wiſe Mien; afterwards, only Lovers of wiſdom, 
and after that, only Rbetoricians, ſuch as could 
ſpeak of Miſdom, but knew little of it, and Jaſper 
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all, Ideots in their own Apprehenſions; ſtil] with 
the increaſe of Learning, laying aſide their Pride 
and Arrogancy. | ns 

2, When Harveſt is nigh, the Grain is more 
ſolid and pithy than ever it was before ; green 
Corn is ſoft and ſpungy, but ripe Corn is ſub- 
ſtantial and weighty : So it is with Chriſtians ; 
the Aﬀections of a young Chriſtian perhaps are 
more ferverous and ſprightly, but thoſe of a 
grown Chriſtian are more jadictous and ſolid ; 
their Love to Chriſt abounds more and More in 
all Judgment, Phil. 1. 9. The Limbs of a Child 
are more active and pliable, but as he grows up 
to a perfect ſtate, the parts are more conſolida- 
ted and firmly knit. The Fingers of an old Mu- 
fician are not ſo nimble, but he hath a more ju- 
dicious Ear in Meſick, than in his Youth. 

3. When Corn is dead ripe, it's apt to fall of 
its own accord to the ground, and there ſhed ; 
whereby it doth as it were anticipate the Har- 
veſt-man,and calls upon him to put in the Sickle : 
Not unlike to which are the lookings and long- 
ings, the groanings and haſtenings of ready Chri- 
ſtians to their expected Glory; they haſten to 
the coming of the Lord, or as Montanu more 
fitly renders it, They haſten the coming, of the 
Lord; (i. e.) they are urgent and inſt ant in their 
deſires, and cries to haſten his coming; their de- 
ſires ſally forth to meet the Lord, they willingly 
take Death by the Hand ; as the Corn bends to 


te Earth, ſo do theſe Souls to Heaven, This 
ſhews their Harveſt to be near. e 
E 3 Six 


Six Signs of the Maturity of Sin. 


co 
| W 
HEN Sinners are even dead ripe forf| . 
Hell, theſe Signs appear upon them, orſ a 
by theſe at leaſt, you may conclude thoſe Souls not c. 
to be far from wrath upon whom they appear. || s, 
1. When Conſcience is waſted and grown paſty 5. 
feeling, having no remorſe for ſin; when it ceaſes} # 
to check, reprove and ſmite for ſin any more, the : 
day of that Sinner is at hand, his Harveſt is even t. 
come. The greateſt violation of Conſcience is the o 
greateſt of ſins; this was the Caſe of the forlorn { 
&Gentiil:zs, among whom Satan had ſuch a plentiful n 
Fjarveſt; the patience of God ſuffered them to 
grow till their Conſciences were grown ſeared} b 
and paſt feeling, Fph. 4. 19. When a Member is t 
io mortified, that if you lance and cut it never ſo x 
much, no freſh Blood, or quick Fleſh appears, noi c 
doth the Man feel any pain in all this, then tig it 
time to cut it off. | y 
2, When men give themſelves over to the {al „ 
tisfaction of their Luſts, to commit fin with gree I h 
dineſs, then are they grown to a Maturity oi t 
Sin; when Men have flipt the Reins of Conſci s 
ence, and ruſh headlong into all Impiety, then t 
the laſtSands of God's patience are running down. x 
Thus Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Cities about t 


them, in like manner gave themſelves over tc 
wickedneſs and ſtrange fins; and then Juſtic 
2 truſt them up for an example, ſuffeèrinę 
the vengeance of Eternal Eire, 
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3. That Man is even ripe for Hell, that is be- 
come a Contriyer of fin, a Deſigner, a Student in 
wickedneſs ; one would think it ſtrange, that any 
Man ſhould et his Invention on work upon ſuch 
a Subject as fin is; that any ſhould ſtudy to be- 
come a dexterons Artiſt this way, and yet the - 
Scripture frequently ſpeaks of ſuch, whoſe be/lies fre- 
pare deceit; Job 15. 25. who travel in pain to bring 
forth, this deformed Birth, ver. 20. who wink with 
their eyes, whilſt plodding wickedneſs, as Men uſe 
to do when they are moſt intent upon the Study 
of any knotty Problem, Prov. 6. 1 3. Theſe have 
fo much of Hell already in them, that they are 
more than half in Hell already. 
4. He that of a forward Profeſſor is turn'd a 
bitter Per ſecutor, is alfo within a few rounds ot 
the top of the Ladder: the contempt of their light, 
the Lord hath already puniſh'd upon them, in their 
obduracy and madneſs againſt the light. Reader, 
if thou be gone thus far, thou art almoſt gone be- 
yond all hope of recovery. Towards other Sinners. 
God uſually excerciſes more patience, but with ſuch 
he makes ſhort work. When Judas turns Traytor 
to his Lord, he is quickly ſent to his own place. 
Such as are agaln intangled and overcome of 
thoſe Luſts they once ſeemed to have clean eſca- 
ped, theſe bring upon themſelves ſwift Damnati- 
tion, and their judgment lingers not, 2 Pet. 2.3, 30. 
5. He that can endure no reproof or controul in 
the way of his ſin, but derides all counſel, and like 
a ſtrong current rages at, and ſweeps away all ob- 
ſtactes..in-his way, will quickly fall into the dead 
Lake;Prov.29.1. He that being often reproved har- 
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deneth bi. neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that 
without remedy, This is » Death-ſpor, a Hell-ſpot, 


where-ever it appears. From this very-ſym- 


ptom the Prophet plainly predicted the approa- 
ching ruin of Amaziah, 2 Chron. 25.16. J know 
that God hath determined to deſtroy thee, becauſe thou 
baſt done this, and haſt not harkened to my voice. 
He that will not be 1 coun/elled, ſhall be 


quickly deſiroyed. 


Laſtly, When a Man comes to glory i in his ſin, 


and boaſt of his wickedneſs, then it's time tocut 
him down3 whoje end is deftrudtion, whoſe glory is 


in tbeir ſhame, Phil. 3. 19. This is a braving, a 
daring of God to his Face, and with whomſoever 
he bears long, to be ſure theſe are none of them. 


You ſee now what are the ſigns of a full-ripe 
Sinner; and when it comes to this, either with 


a Nation, or with a ſingle Perſon, then ruin is 


near, Joel 3. 13. Gen. 15 16. It is in the filling 


vp of the meaſure of fin, as in the filling of a 
Veſſel caſt into the Sea, which rowls from ſide to 
fide, taking in the Water by little and little till 


Mt de full, and then down | it ſinks to the bottom. 


| Mean while, admirable is Divine Patience, which 


bears with theſe Veſſels of Wrath whilſt fitting 
for Deſt ruction. 


REFLECTIONS. - 
I. Chear thy ſelf, O my Soul! with 
3 the Heart-ſtrengthening Bread of 


ing Chriſtian. this Divine Meditation. Let Faith || 


turn every drop of this Truth into a 


Yy Soul-reviving Cordial. God hath ſown the preci- 
©. Seed of * upon my Soul; and though my 


Heart 


\ 
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it back, and much hindered its growth, yer bleſſed 
be the Lord, it ſtill grows on, though by flow de- 


| Heart hath been an unkind Soyl, which hath kept 


grees; and from the ſpringing of the Seed, and 


ſhootings forth of thoſe gracious habits, I may con- 
clude an approaching Harveſt : Now is my Sal va- 
tion nearer than when I believed; every dayl 
come nearer to my Salvation, Rom. 13.11. 0 
that every day I were more active for the God of 
my Salvation! Grow on, my Soul, and add to thy 
Faith Vertue, to thy Vertue Knowledge, c. Grow: 


on from Faith to Faith; keep thy ſelf under the 


ripening influences of heavenly Ordinances; the 


ped down in Mercy, and bound up in the 


ed to me, neither am already perfect, but am reach 
ing forth to the things before me, and preſſing to- 


wards the mark for the prize of my heavenly Cal- 
ling; Phil. 3. 1 2, 13. O Mercy to be admired! thet 


I who lately had one Foot in Hell, 
with one Foot in Heaven! . 
2. But the Caſe is far. different 
with me, whilſt others are ripening 
2pace for. Heaven, lam withering ;  74,;05mn 
many a Soul plowed up by Convicti-. _ 


Rand now 


The RefleAion- 


on, and ſown by Sanctification long after ge, hath: 
_ quite over=topt and out-grow:- me ; my ſweetand! 
| early Bloſſoms are nipt and blown off; my bright: 
Morning overcaſt and clouded; had! kept on ac 
cording to the rate of my firſt gromth, I hed either 
now been in flea ven, or at leaſt in the Suburbs of i 
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＋ thou groweſt in Grace, she ſooner thou ſhalt 
be rea 
bundle of Life, Sam. 25. 29. Lhave not yet at- 
tained the meaſure and proportion of Grace aſſign- 


of the dera. 


| 
{ 
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on Earth; but my Graces wither and languiſh, my 
Heart contracts and cools to heavenly things; 
the Sun and Rain of Ordinances and. Providence 
improve not my Graces; how ſad therefore is 
the fate of my Soul? 1 bs | | 
* 3. Thy caſe, O declining Saint, is 
| 1 ſad! But not like mine; thine is 3 A 
| Zr, © temporary remiſſion of the Acts of 
hs Grace, which is recoverable ; but 1 
am judicially hardning, and treaſuring up tomy ſelf 
wat h againſt the day of wrath, Rom. 2. 5. Time 
was when had ſome tender ſenſe of fin, when L 
could mourn and grieve for it, now | have none at 
all. My Heart is grown ſtupid and ſottiſn. Time 
was when l had ſome conſcientious care of Duty, 
and. my Heart would ſmite me for the neglect of 
id; but now none at all. Wretched Soul! What 
wilt thou do? Thou art gone far indeed, a few 
eps farther will put thee beyond hope; hitherto 
tand in the Field, the long-ſuffering God doth 
per ſpare me; yet ſpare me, while he hath cut 
Ado many of my Companions in Sin round about 
me. What doth this admirable patienge, this 
' long-ſuffering drawn out to a wonder, ſpeak con- 
cerning me? Doth it not tell me, that the Lord 
is not willing I ſhould-periſh, but rather come to 
Repentance? 2 Pet. 3, 9. And what Argumene | 
3s. like his pity. and patience, to lead a Soul to- 
Repegtance ?* Ram. 2. 3. Oh that I may not fru» 
Krate at laſt; the end of a long-ſuffering, God E 
Beſt he Proportion-the degrees of his wrath, ac- 
wxling to che length of his patience; 8 
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| The fading Flower of earthly Glory muſt 


When through the darkned Clouds, and troubled Sy 


In ating Sin, ſo now their lot muſt be 


Ty Hell together in one Regiment. 
1 Flames among their old Society, * 


. © 5 ,: 1 Ye. 
X/ Hen fields are white to Harveſt, forth you go 
' With Scythes and Sickles to reap down -and. 
Down go the laden cars flat to the ground, (mon. 
Which thoſe that follow having ſtitcht and bound, 
It's carted home unto the Barn, and ſo | 
The fields are rid where lately Corn did grow, 
This World's the field, and they that dwell therein. 
The Corn and Tares, which long have ripening. been; 
Angels the Reapers, and the Judgment Day © 
The times of Harveſt, when like Corn and Hay, 
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Be mowed down, and levelld with the duſt. 
The Barns are Heaven and Hell; the time draws nigb 


The Lord ſhall break, a dreadful Trumpet ſhall. 


| Sound to the dead, the Stars from Heaven fall. 


The _—_— with horrid flames ſhall burn, | ; 
And then the Tribes on earth ſhall wail and mourn... | 


| The Judgment ſet, before Chriſ 3 awful Throne 


Al fleſh ſhall be conveen d, and every one 


Receive bis doom; which done, the Juſt ſhall be 


Bound in Life's bundle; even as you ſe2- i 
The full ripe ears of Wheat bound up, ami korn 
In Sheaves with joy unto the Owner's Barn. 
This done, the Angels next in bundles. bind 
The T ares together, as they had combin d 


To burn together in one Miſery. 
Drunkards with Drum ar di pinian d, ſhall-be ſe 


Adulterers and Swearers there ſhall ly 


>" dreadful bowling O the bideous — 
O fetter d Sinners! O the Tears! The Groans * 
The doleful Lamentut ion as they go 

Chaim d faſt together to their place of woe? 

The World ths clear'd, as Fields when HarveſPs in, 
Shall be no more a Stage for acting Sin; 

With purifying Flames it ſhall be burn d, 
Ats ſtately Fabricks into Aſhes turn d. 

Craſ then, my Soul, to dote on, or admire 

: ſotendid World, which is reſerv d for Fire. 
lee e- the Company of Sinners here, 

As tbou wouldſt not be — with them there. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Vpon the Care of Husbandmen to provide 
f tor Winter. 


Nour Winter ſore i in Summer you TY 
Ta Cbriſtian Prudence this muſt he apply d. 


BS ER ATION. 


Ood Husbands are careful in Summer to pro- 
vide for Winter, then they gather in their 


Winter ſtore; Food and Fewel for themſelves, and 


fodder for their Cattel. He that gathers in Summer 
. #5 @ wiſe Son, but be that ſleeps in Harveſt is a Son 
' that cauſes ſhame, Prov. 10. 5. A well choſen Sea- 


fon is the greateſt Advantage of any to Action, 


þ which as it is ſeldom found in- haſte, fo it is often 
oſt by delay. Tis a 00d Proverb which the fru- 
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gal Dutch have among them ; Bonus Serwatius facit 
bonum Boni facium; a good Saver will make a good 
Benefactor. And tis a good Proverb of our own; 
he that neglects the occaſion, the occaſion will 
n, | neglect him. Husbandmen know that Summer 
will not laſt all the year, neither will they truſt 
to the hopes of a mild and favourable Winter, 

but in ſeaſon provide for the worſt. 


-- APPLICATION. 
WY excellent Chriſt;ans ſhould we be, were 
we but as provident and thoughtful for 

our Souls? *Tis doubtleſs a ſingular point of 
Chriſtian Wiſdom, to foreſee a day of Spiritual 
Straits and Neceſſities, and during the day of Grace 
to make proviſion for it. This great Goſpel-truth. 
is excellently ſhadowed forth in this natural Ob- 
fervation, which I ſhall branch out into theſe Se- 
ven Particulars. 

1. Husbandmen know there is a change and vis - 
eiſſitude of Seaſons and Weather; though it be 
pleaſant Summer Weather now, yet Winter will 


tread upon the heel of Summer: Froſts,Snows,and 
great falls of Rain muſt be expected. This alternate 


ir of the God of Nature, to the end of the World, 
id | Gen. 8. 22. Whilſt the earth remaineth, ſeed times 
er | andharveſt, cold and beat, winter and ſummer, dax 
on: and night, ſhall not ceaſe, : | 

a- And Cbriſtians know, that there are changes in 
n, | the right Hand of the moſt High, in reference to 
en their Spiritual Seaſons, If thete beg Spring- :imę of 
* the Goſpel, chere will alſo be an Autumn, it a "y "4 
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6= If cauſe of Seaſons in nature, is ſettled by a firm Lac 
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Fos of the Air, in this acts quite below them; 


the Air, and Beaſts of the Field. 


Heavens knows her appointed time, and the Tur- | 
tle, Crane and Swallow the time of their coming 
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of Profperity,it will ſet in a night of Aaverſity ; for... 
God bath ſet the one over againſt the other, Ecclel. Z az 


14. In Heaven there is a day of everlaſting ſere-· : 
nity, in Hell a night of perfe& and endleſs horro 
and darkneſs ; on Earth light and darkneſs take] 
their turns,proſperity and adverſity,even to Souls 
as well as Bodies, ſucceed each other. If there be 

a Goſpel-day, a day of Grace ndw current, it will. 
have its period and determination, Gen. 3.6, be 
2. Common Prudence and Experience inables the 7 
Husbandman in the midſt of Summer to foreſee a hm 
Winter, and provide for it before he feel it; yea, lun 
natural inſtinct teaches this to the very Birds of 44 


And Spiritual Wiſdom ſhould teach Chriſtians to ha 
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- exerciſe their foreſeeing Faculties, and not ſuffer 


them to feel evil before they fear it. But O the | 
ſtupifying nature of Sin! Though the Stork in the — 
5 
r 
t. 
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yet Man, whom God hath made wiſer than the 


Fer. 8. 7. Ng 
3. The end of God's ordaining a Summer Sea- »- 


ſon, and ſending warm and pleaſant Weather, is to | a, 
| ripen the Fruits of the Earth, and give the Huſs. 4% 
bandman fit opportunity to gather them in. 


And God's deſign in giving men a day of Grace, en 


zs to furniſh them with an opportunity for the |... 
| everlaſting happineſs and ſalvation of their Souls, 

Kev. 2. 21. I gave her a ſpace to repent. It is not a 
tg meet repriſal of the Soul, or only a delay of the 
b execution of threatned Wrath, though there be 


ay 
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nuch Mercy in that; but the peculiar aim of this 


Patience and bounty of God, is to open for them a 


Tray to eſcape the wrath to come, by leading tbem 


KRepent ance, Rom. 2. 4. 85 
4. The Husbandman doth not find all Harveſt- 
aſons alike favourable, ſometimes they have 
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-- Sheir buſineſs; other times tis a catching-harveſt, 
lll pat now and then a fair day, and then they muſt 
be nimble, or all is loſt, 
he There is alſo great difference in Soul ſeaſons, 
* ſome have had a long and fair ſeaſon of Grace; a 
ea, hundred and twenty years did God wait upon the 
of d World, in che Miniſtery of Noab. Long dic 


z0d wait on the gainſaying fraclites, Iſa. 42. 14. 


to ſ have a long time beld f Ul and 
g time beld my peace, I have been ſtill and 
fer frained my ſelf. Others have a ſhort and catch- 


- ig Seaſon, all lyes upon a day, upon a nick of 


© kme, 40. 17. 30. 
ur- 5. A proper Seaſon neglected and loſt, is irreco- 
gz ſerable. Many things in Husbandry muſt be done 


ſear; if he plow not, and ſow not in the proper 
me, he loſes the Harveſt of that year. 

"Tis even ſo as to Spiritual Seaſons. Chriſt neg- 
to ed, aud Grace deſpiſed, in the ſeaſon when, 
uls- Jod offers them, are irrecoverably loſt, Prov. 1. 28. 

jen ( that is, when the ſeaſon is over) they ſhalt 
ce pil upon me; but | will not hear. O, there is a 
feat deabot Time in a ſhort opportunity! That 
ay be done, or prevented, in an hour rightly. 


X a Jed; which cannot be done or prevented in a 


the Jans Life time afterwards, There was one re- 
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5 nuch fair weather, and meet with no hindrance in 


{i their ſeaſon, or cannot be done at all for that 


2 
— 5 


: 


104” KKK 
ſolved to kill Julius Ceſar ſuch a day; the nigh 
defore, a Friend ſent him a Letter to acquaint him 
with it, but he being at Supper, and buſie in Dif. 
courſe, ſaid, To morrow is a new day, and indeed 
it was, dies noviſſima, his laſt day to him; whence 

it became a Proverb in Greece, To morrom is a new 
day. Our Glaſs runs in Heaven, and we cannot 
ſee how much or little of the Sand of God's pati- 
ence is yet to run down; but this is certain, when 
that Glaſs is run, there is nothing to be done for 
our Souls, Luke 19. 42. O that thou badſt known, at 
ieaſt, in this thy day, the things that belong to thy 
peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes. 
6. Thoſe Husbandmen that are careful and labo- 


rious in the Summer, have the comfort and benefit 


of it in Winter ; he that then provides Fewel 
ſhall fit warm in his Habitation, when others blow 


1 theirFingers. He that provides Food for his Fa- 


mily, and Fodder for his Cattle inthe Harveſt, ſhall 
eat the Fruit of it, and enjoy the comfort of his 


labours,when others ſhall be expoſed to ſhifts and- 


. ſtraits. And he that provides for Eternity, and 
lays up for his Soul a good Foundation againſt the 


time to come, ſhall eat when others are hungry, 


and ſing when others howl, 1/a. 65. 13. A day of 
Death will come, and that will be a day of ſtraits 


to all negligent Souls; but then the diligent Chri- 

ſtian ſhall enjoy the peace and comfort that ſhall | 

flo in upon his Heart, from his holy care and ſin- 
cerediligence in Duties; as 2 Cor. 1. 12. This is our 


rejoycing, the teſtimony of our conſcience that in all ſin- 
cerity and godly ſimplicity we have had our conver ſati- 
on in this. world, So Hezckigb, 2 Kings 20. 3 Remem- 


ber 


—— 
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ight| ber now, O ) Lord, how 1 have walked before thee in | 


im 


truth, and with a perfect heart. A Day of judgment 


will come, and then fooliſh Virgins, who negle= 
fed the Seaſon of getting Oyl in their Lamps, - 


will be put to their ſhifts; then they come to the 


| wiſe, and ſay, Give us of your Oy}, Mat. 25. 8. 


9. but they have none to ſpare, and the Seaton 
of buying is then over. 

7. No wiſe Hnsbandman will neglect a fit op- 
portunity of gathering in his Hay and Corn, up- 
on a preſumption of much fair weather to come; 
be will not ſay, The weather is ſetled, and ! need 
not trouble my ſelf, tho my Corn and Hay be 
fit for the Honſe, yet I may get it in another time 

as well as now. 

And no wiſe Chriſtian will loſe a preſent Seafon 
for his Soul, upon the hopes of much more time 
yet to come; but will rather ſay, Now is my time; 
and | know not what will be hereafter : : hereafter 
| may wiſh to ſee one of the days of the Son of 
Man, and not ſee it, Luk. 17.22, Tis ſad to hear, 
bow cunning ſome Men are to diſpute themſelves 
out of Heaven, as if the Devil had hired them to 
plead againſt their own Souls; ; ſometimes urg- 
ing the example of thoſe that were called at the 
eleventh hour, Mat.20.6.and ſometimes that of the 


= peniteat Thief: But, O! to how little purpoſe is 


the former pleaded ; they that were called at the 


| eleventh hour, were never called before, as theſe 


have been; no Man had hired, that is, called or 


| invited them to Chriſt ; and for the Thief, (as 


Mr. Fenner rightly obſerves) i it was a ſi ngular and 


— Example! It was done when Chriſt 
| : hang d 


— 


— — 


— 


zou rina Spiritualized ; Or, 
- hang'd on the Croſs, and was to be Inaugurated ] W 
then Kings manifeſt ſuch Bounty, and pardo W 
ſuch Crimes, as are never pardoned afterward th 
Beſides, God was then in a way of working Mig Pr 
racles ; then he rent the Rocks, open'd thi th 
Graves, raiſed the Dead, and converted thi * 
Thief; but God is now out of thac way. 


REFLECTIONS - IF 
= 1. 1 have indeed been a good Hus] V 
e 3 band for the World; with what Car: 4 
3 eke. and Providence have I looked cu V 
| for my ſelf and my Family, to provide © 
Food to novriſh them, and Cloaths to defend them] i 
_againit the Aſperities of Winter? Mean while, 
neglecting to make proviſion for Eternity, ct 
take care for my Soul. O my deſtitute Soul! How 
much have | flighted and undervalued thee ? | 
have taken more care for an Horſe, or an Ox 
than for thee ; a well-ſtored Barn, but an empty 
Soul. Will it not ſhortly be with me, as with that 
careleſs Mother, who, when her Houſe was on 
fire, buſily beſtir'd her ſelf to ſave the Goods 
but forgot the Child ? (though it were ſaved by 
. another hand) And then minding her Child, ran 
up and down like one diſtracted, wringing her 
hands, and crying, O my Child, my Child ! I have 
 faved my Goods. and loſt my Child ! Such{will be 
the caſe of thee, my Soul, Mat. 16. 26. Beſides, 
how eaſie will my Conviction be at the Bar of 
Chriſt ? Will not my Providence and Care for the 
things of: this Life, leave me ſpeechleſs and 
ſelf· condemned in that day? What ſhall 1 __— 
Wes. W 


EEO. as ww. war fl a> at MS 


4 


—— 


AI men aje of earrmy mm,. 


when the Lord ſhall ſay, Thou couldſt foreſee a 


Winter, and ſeaſonably provide for it? Yea, 


thou hadſt fa much care of thy very Beaſts, to 
provide for their Neceſſities; And why tookeſt 
thou no cafe for thy Soul? Was that only not 


worth the caring for? 


2. Is it ſo dangerous to negle& 2 


preſent proper Seaſon of Grace? he. Ps. 
What then have I done, who have K ſedion. 


J ſuffered many ſuch Seaſons to die a- 


way in my hand, upon a groondleſs hope of fu- 


ture opportunities? Ah, deladed Wretch ! What 


if that ſuppoſition fail? Where am I then? lam 
not the Lord of time, neither am I ſure, that he 
who is, will ever vouchſafe an hour of Grace in 
old Age, to him that hath neglected many ſuch 
hours in youth; neither indeed is it ordinary 
for God ſo to do. 
Victorius, who lived about Three hundred years 
after Chriſt, and to his old Age continued a Pa- 
gan, but at laſt being convinced of the Chriſt ian 
verity, he came to Simplicianus, and told him, 
He would be a Chriſtian; but neither he, nor 
the Church could believe it, it being ſo rare an 
example for any to be converted at his Age: 
But at laſt, ſeeing it was real, there was a ſhou- 


ting and gladneſs, and ſinging of Pſalms in all 
Churches, the People crying, Cains Marius Video 


rius is hecome a Chriſtian. This was written for 
a wonder, and what ground have I to think, that 
God will work ſuch wonders for me, who have 
neglected his ordinary means of Salvation? 
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3. Bleſs 


—— «vv ene n 3" Or, 


V * oul M na 
1 Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul ” 
ous Souls Re- 
flection. 


who gave thee a Seaſon, a day for 
Eternal Life, which is more than he 

hath done for thouſands; yea, bleſs 
the Lord for giving thee an Heart to underſtand 
and improve that Seaſon, I confeſs I have not 
improv'd it as I ought ; yet, this I can, (through 
Mercy) ſay, that however it fare in future times, 
with my outward Man, tho? I have no Treaſures 
or Stores laid up on Earth; or if I have, they are 
but corruptible; yet 1 have a bleſſed hope laid 
up in Heaven, Col. 1. 5. I have Bags that wax not 
old. Whilſt Worldings rejoyce in their Stores 
and Heaps, I rejoyce in theſe Eternal Treaſures, 


The POEM. 


B; ſerve in Summers ſultry beat, 
How in the botteſt day, 
The Husbandman doth toyl and ſweat 

About his Corn and Hay. 3 
IF then he ſhould not reap and mow, 

And gather in his ſtore, 
How ſhould he live, when for the Snow 
Hie can't move out of door? 

The little Ants and painful Bees, 

By Natures Inftind led; 
Theſe have their Summer Granaries, 

For Winter furniſhed. 

But thou, my Soul, whoſe Summers day 
It almoſt paſt and gone; 
What Soul proviſion doſt thou lay 

In ſtock to ſpend upon? 


_ 


"777 maten) aje of eart bly h. 
ul nature teacheth to prepare 

for For Temporal Life, much rather 

race ſhould provoke to greater Care, 

Sou food in time to gather. 

Days of affliction and diſtreſs 

Are baſling on apace, 

now I live in careleſineſs, 

ies, How ſad will be my caſe! 

res (/1wor thy of the name of Man, 

are Who for that Soul of thine, 

aid Wilt not do that which others. can 

not Do for their very Kine. 

hint, frugal Farmers, when you ſee 

Tour Noms of Corn and Hay, 2 525 
hat a conviction this will be 

To you another day; 

bo ne're were up before the Sun, 
Nor brake an hours reſt 

or your poor Souls, as you have done 

So often for a Beaſt. 

earn once to ſee the difference 

Betwixt eternal things 5 
ind theſe poor tranſient things of hen | 
That fiy Fit Eagles wings, 


19 rm Spirifanized; Or, 


| 


ball of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting. And as ſure 


' CHAP. XVII. 
Upon Reaping the ſame we Sow. 


When with Tare Seeds you ſee choice Wheat to grow, 
Then from your Luſts may Joy and comfort flow, 


2 OBSERVATION. 
Od gives to Every Seed its own Body, 1 Cor. 
15. 38. At firſt he Created every Tree and 
Herb of the Field, having its Seed in its ſelf, for the 
Conſervation of the ſpreies, and they all inviolably 


obſerve the Law of their Creation. All Fruits na- 


turally riſe out of the Seeds and Roots proper to 
them. Men do not gather Grapes of thorns, nor figs 
of Thiſtles, Such productions would be monſtrous 
in nature; and altho? the Juice or Sap of the Earth 
be the common matter of all kind of Fruits, yet it 
is ſpecificated according to the different ſorts of 


Plants and Seeds it nouriſnes. Where Wheat is 


ſown, it's turned into Wheat; in an Apple-tree, 
it becomes an Apple; and ſo in every fort of 
Plants or Seeds, it's concocted into Fruit proper 


to the kind. 


APPLICATION. e 
"'Ranſlate this into Spiritual, and the Propoſi- 


I tion ſhadowed forth by it, is fully expreſſed 
dy the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 7. What a man ſows, that 


ſhall he reap; they that ſow to the fleſh, ſhall of the 
fleſh reap corruption; and they that ſow to tbe ſpirit, 


a5 


— 


rer reg ö 272 8 
the Harveſt follows the Seed · time, ſo ſure ſhall 
ch Fruits and Effects reſult from the Seeds of ſuch 
tions. He that ſoweth iniquity, [hall reap vanity, 
ov. 22. 8. And they that now go forth weeping, 

4 bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again 
joycing, bringing their Sheaves with them, Pſal. 1 26. 
The ſam of all is this, That our preſent actions 
we the ſame reſpe& and relation to future Re- 
ards and Puniſhments, as the Seed we ſow in our 
elds hath to the Harveſt we reap from it. Eve- 


, gracious action is the Seed of Joy, and every 
and tal action the Seed of anguiſh and ſorrow, to 
the e Soul that ſowed it. Two things are ſenſibly 
bly eſented to us in this fimilitude. © . 
* 1. That as the Seed ſown is preſently covered 


om our ſight under the clods, and for ſome time 
er er we ſee no more of it, and yet at laſt it appears 
ain, by which it's evident to us, that it is not 
ally loſt : So our preſent actions, though Phy/3- 
ly tranſient, and perhaps forgotten, yet are not 
ſt, but after a time ſhall appear again, in order 
a retribution. 3 
If this were not ſo, all good and holy actions 
ould be to the loſs of him that per formed them. 
ll the ſelf-denial, ſpending Duties, and ſharp 
fer ings of the People of God, would turn to their 
mage; though not in point of honeſty, yet in 
int of perſonal utility; and then alſo, what dif- 
ence would there be betwixt the actions of a 
eſſed Ian and a Beaſt, with reſpect to future good or 
11? Yea, Man would then be more feared and o- 
yed than God, and Souls be ſwayed in all their 
tions, only by the influence of preſent things ; 
8 an 


” 
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and where then would Religion be found in the 


2985 World ? Tis an excellent note © 5 
ente uf. Drexelius; „ Our works ( ſaith he ©; 
re pro ce do not paſs away as ſoon as the; 
|} La | 
Lare done, but as Seed ſown, ſhall a 
© after a time riſe up to all Eternity; whateverfſ j, 
we think, ſpeak or do, once ſpoken, thought of p. 
done, is Eternal, and abides for ever. ty 
What Zeuxes, the Famous Linmer, ſaid of hi 27, 
Work, may be truly ſaid of all our Works; Pe 
ternitati pingo, 1 Paint for Eternity. O how careful of 
_ ſhould Men be of what they ſpeak and do, whillf w 
they are commanded ſo to ſpeak, and ſo to do, ag 1a; 
thoſe that ſhall be judged by the perfect Law fff w. 
liberty, Jam. 2. 12. What more tranſient than I in 
vain word? And yet for ſuch words, Men ſhalfff an 
give an account in the day of Judgment, Mat. 12} co 
36. That's the firſt thing: Actions, like Seed th 
ſhall riſe and appear again in order to a retribution bu 
2. The other thing held forth in this ſimilitudi is 
is, That according to the nature of our actions now th. 
will be the fruit and reward of them then. Thong tui 
the fruit or conſequence of holy actions, for the pref ſh 
ſent may ſeem bitter, and the fruit of ſinful action do 
ſweet and pleaſant, yet there is nothing more cer tec 
tain, than that their future fruits ſhall be according] the 


to their preſent nature and quality, 2 Cor. 5. Iq he 
Then Dionyſius ſhall retract that ſaying, Ecce quan wi, 
proſpera navigatio a Deo datur ſacrilegis, Behold hou ten 
God favours our Sacriledges. Sometimes indeed] gif 


(though but rarely) God cauſes Sinners to rea Iat. 


in this World, the ſame that they have ſown; 4 dot 


bath been their Sin, ſuch hath been their Puniſhy ha 


men 


— 
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bl ment. It was openly confeſſed by Adonitezek, 
g Judg. 1. 7. as | have done, fo hath God requited 
me. : ; 

e) Socrates in his Church Hiſtory furniſhes us with 
all a pertinent paſſage to this purpoſe, concerning Va- 
en lens the Emperor, who was an Arrian,and a bitter 


Perſecutor of the Chriſtians: This Man, when eigh- 
ty of the Orthodox Chriſtians ſailed from Conſtan- 
ng tinople to Nicomedia, to treat with him about the 
Points of Arrianiſm,and to ſettle the matter by way 
fa of diſpute ; the Emperor hearing of their arrival, 
il while they were yet in the Harbour, and not a man 
landed, cauſed the Ships to be fired wherein they 
were, and ſo conſumed them all. Not long after, 
in his Wars againſt the Goths, he was overthrown; 
nal and hiding himſelf in a little Cottage, the Enemy | 
128 coming by, burnt it and him together. Thus 
ed this Wretch reap'd what he ſowed, burning for 
burning, the very ſame in kind paid him again; it 
vdg is not always ſo in this World, but ſo it ſhall be in 
that to come; the Table ſhall then be 5 
turned, and the Scene altered; for 5 * . 
res ſhall not the Judge of all the World 3 — 
do righteouſly ? Diogenes was temp- ſo r Sollicitor 
; ted to think, that God had caſt off nullos efſe pu- 
the Government of the World. when e eos. O- 
he ſaw the wicked proſper in their dl. 
wickedneſs, On the ſame groundwany have been 
tempted to Atheiſm :, but then the World ſhall ſee 
diſtribative Juſtice ſhining out in its glory. Trihn - 
lation, anguiſh and wrath, to every ſoul of man that 
A doth evil; but glory, honour and peace, to every man 
nully that worketh good, Rom, 2. 9, 10. Then cx ill ap- 
3 2 Pear 
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pear what Seed we ſowed, what Lives we lived; by 
For God ſhall bring every work into Judgment, with | 5; 
every ſecret thing, whether it be good or evil, Eccleſ. 


12. 14. ” | 
REFLECTIONS. | 8 
DEE 1. This Meditation may be to me | be 
Bb + fe. what the Hand-writing upon the ra 
Mw: Wall was to that profane Prince, | ha 
Dan. F. 5, 6. and a like effect it Inc 
ſhould have upon me; for if all the actions of this | bu 
Life be Seed ſown for the next, Lord, what a Crop, || ch 
what a dreadful Harveſt am 1 like to have? How | an 
many Oaths and Curſes, Lies and vain Words, I nc 
have I ſown with my Tongue How have l wrong- I ve 
ed, oppreſſed, and over- reached in my Dealings? 
Ruſhed into all Profaneneſs, Drunkenneſs, Un- th 
cleanneſs, Sabbath- breaking, &c. as the Horſe ruſh- || x; 
eth into the battle; and what ſhall l reap from ſuch || c 
Seed as this, but vengeance and fury? Thele fins as 
ſeemed pleaſant in the Commiſſion, but O, how | by 
bitter will they be in their account? What ſhall 7 Þ he; 
do when God riſeth up? And when he viſitetb, what | © 
* ſhall 1 anſwer him? Job 31. 14. Is it not reaſon- (C 
able and juſt, (O my Soul) that thou ſhouldeſt |, 
eat the fruit of thine own planting, and reap what wa 
thou haſt ſown ? I thought nothing but profit and ¶ pr: 
pleaſare would ſpring from my Luſts, but now! N inę 
ſee tis a Root bearing Gall and Wormwood, Deut. Fr, 
29, 18. Wretched Soul! What ſhall I do? If theſe dy 
actions be nor, then am l, undone. ] have been the flge 
Author of mine own Ruin, twiſted an Halter with yg 
mine own Fingers, for the Execution of mine own fry 
Soul! O, let me rather taſte the bitterneſs of * 10 
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\ "Hy — —— —— — — 2 —_— K — 5 hs : 8 
— — — — ” cy 


— _ - — — 
— — 


» + = ws 


in this matter? 1 verily thought that 
Glory and Immortality would have . 
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by Repentance now, than enjoy its preſent plea- 
ſures, which berray the Sovl to endleſs wrath ! 


2. Haw have l alſo been deceived 1 


Man's Reflecti- 
been the fruit and product of my Mo- ; 


ral Honeſty and Righteouſneſs, that joy and peace | 
had been ſeminally contained in thoſe actions; but 


now l ſee ſuch Fruit ſpring from no other Root 


but ſpecial Grace. Glory is diſcloſed from no o- 
ther Bud but Holineſs. Alas! All my planting 
and ſowing was to little purpoſe, becauſe 1 ſowed 
not the right kind of Seed; the beſt Fruit I can ex- 
pet from this, is but a leſſer degree of Damnation. 
Deluded Soul, thy Seed is no better than what 
the Moral Heatheus ſowed; and do J expect better 
Fruit than what they reaped ? Civility without 
Chriſt, is but a freer Slavery ; and Satan holds me 
as faſt in Captivity by this, as he doth the prophane 
by the pleaſure of their Luſts; either I muſt ſow 
better Seed, or look to reap bitter Fruit. | 
3. Mean while, bleſs the Lordi 
( O my Soul) who inabled thee to , = 2 
ſow better Seed! Who kept thee „„ ä 
watching, humbling thy ſelf, and 
praying,whilſt others have been Swearing, Drink- 
ing and Blaſpheming. This will yield thee the 
Fruit of Joy in the World to come; yea, it alrea- 
dy yields preſent peace to thy Conſcience. Theſe 
Revenues are better than Gold, ſweeter than the 
Honey, and the Honey- comb; not that ſuch 
Fruits are mer itoriouſly contained in theſe actions, 
L low to my ſelf in Righteouſ.eſs, but 1 reap in 
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Mercy, Hoſ. 10. 12. This is the way in which 
God will ſave and glorifie me. O then, let me 
be ever abounding in the work of the Lord,know- 
3 my labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord. | 


_ Ihe POEM. E 
1 be a ſtrange and monſtrous thing to ſe 
Cherries, or Plumbs grow on an Apple- tree. 

Whoever gather d from the Thiſtle, Figs ? 

Or fruitful Grapes from off the worthleſs Twigs 
Of pricking Thorns ? In nature ſtill we find 
All its Productions anſwering to their kind. 

As are the Plants we ſet, or Seeds we ſow; 
Such is the Fruit we ſhake, and Corn we mow. 
And canſt thou think that from Corruptions root, 
Thy Soul ſhall pluck the ſweet and pleaſant Fruit 
Of ſpiritual Peace? Who ever that was wiſe, 
Abus d himſelf with ſuch abſurdities ? 
Lool what you ſow, the very ſame you'll reap ;, 
The Fruit of what you plant be ſure you'll eat. 
How are they baffled by a ſubtle Devil, 

That hope for Heaven, whilſt their ways are evil ? 
Such reaſonings here their credulous Souls beguile, 

At which in otber things themſelves would ſmile. 

Our preſent Acts, though ſlightly paſſed by, 

Are ſo much Seed ſown for Eternity. . 

The Seeds of Prayers, ſecret Groans and Tears, 

Will ſhoot at laſt into the full blown Ears 

Of Peare and Joy. Bleſſed are they that ſow 

Beſidz theſe Waters, yea, thrice bleft that go 

|  Heaving fuch precious Seed; though now they mourn, 
With Joyful Sheaves they ſbortly ſhall return. 
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Then they will taſte the //ormnood and the Gall. 
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Needs muſt the full ripe Fruits in Heaven be good, 
When as the Seed was glory in the bud. 1 1 

But O, the bitter, banefut Fruits of ſin 

When all the pleaſure Sinners bave ther ein, 

Like faded Bloſſoms to the ground ſhall fall, 


hat God and Conſcience now of ſin report, 

You flight, and with their dreadful threatnings ſport, 
But he'll convince you then your ways were naught, 
As Gideon the men of Succoth taught. 

If Sermons cannot, Fire and Brimſtone muſt 

Teach men how good it is to pamper Luſt. 
ben Conſcience takes thee by the Throat, and cries, 
Now VV reich, now Sinner, thou that dicht deſpiſe 
My warnings ; learn, and ever learning be 

That Leſſon, which thou ne er wouldſt learn of me. 
The ſtouteſt Sinner then would howl and roar , 

O fin ! I never ſaw thy face before, 

Is this the Fruit of ſin ? Is this the place - 
Where Imuſt lye ? Is this indeed the caſe 

Of my Soul ! Muſt I be bound in Chains 
VVith theſe Companions! Ob, is this the Gains 

J get by ſin ? Poor MWireteb! I that would never 
See this before, am now undone for ever 


— rr 3 
c HAP. XVIII. 
Upon the Joy of Harveſt Men. 


Great ts the Joy of Harveſt Mex, yet Iſs | 
Than their's whom G od doth with his favcur bleſs; 


OBSERVATION. | 
Mong all Earthly Joys, theſe four ſorts are 
noted in Scripture, as the moſt excellent 
— remarkable. (1.) Nupt ial Joys; the day of 
Eſpouſals is the day of the gladneſs of a Man's 
Heart, Cant. 3. 11. (2.) The Joy of Children; 
Tho now it ſeem but a common Mercy to moſt, 
and a burden to ſome, yet the people of God were 
wont to eſteem it a choice Ztercy, and rejoyced 
greatly in it, Job. 16. 21. there's joy that a Man 
& Born into the World. (3 ) The Joy of Con- 


qucſts and Vilories, hen Men divide the S205! 


wocw www y 3; 


And lzſtiy, The Joy of Harveſt ;, theſe two we find. 
* together as principal Maxzers of joy, Iſa. 9. 3. 
ey joy before thee, according to the joy in Harveſt, 
and as men rejoyce when they divide the ſpoil. The 

vy of Harveſt is no ſmall joy; Gaudium meſſis, 

70 meſſis gaudii, the joy of Harveſt, is the Har- 
veſt of their joy. 'Tis uſual with Men when they 

| have reaped down their Harveſt, (or cut the 
Neck, as they call it) to demonſtrate cheir joy 
by ſhouting and loud acclamations. | 

APPLICATION, 

Us, and unſpeakably more than thus, do 

Saints rejoyce and ſhout for ** when they 

reap 
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reap the favour and love of God, for which they 
laboured in many a weary Duty. This Joy of Har- 
velt, as great as it is, and as much as carnal hearts 
are lifted up with it, is but a trifle, a thing of 
nought, compared with theirs; after they have 


| ſown to themſelves in Righteouſneſs, and waited 


for the effects and returns of their Duties with 
Patience, and at laſt come to reap in Mercy, ei- 
ther the full Harveſt in Heaven, or but the Firſt- 
fruits of it on Earth, yet rejoyce, H ith joy unſcen- 
able and full of glory, 1 Pet. 1. 8. This puts more 


gladneſs into their hearts, than when Corn and Wine 


increaſes, Pſal. 4. 7. Carnal Joys are but Soul-Fe- 
vers, the Agues of the inner Man; there is a great 
difference bet wixt the unnaturai in ſtanunations of a 
Feveriſh Body which waſtes the Spirits, and drinks 
up the Radical moiſture; and the kindly well tem- 
pered heat of an healthy Body; and as much be- 
tween the ſweet, ſerene and heavenly Joys, which 
flow from the Boſom of Chriſt into the hearts of 
aBelievers,and thoſe earthly delights which carr al 
hearts in a ſenfual way ſock out of Creature en- 
joyments. I will ſhew you the tranſceadency of 
ſpiritual Joys, above the Joy of Harveſt, in the ſe 
eight Particulars following : 

1. Vou that Joy with the Joy of Harveſt, ate 
glad, becauſe now you have Food for your ſelves 
and Families to live vpon all the year; but the 
Chriſtian rejoyceth, becauſe he hath Bread to eat 
that the World knows not of, Rev. 2. 17. Chriſt 
is the Food of his Soul, and his Fleſh is Mear in- 
deed, and his Blood Drink indeed, Job. 5. 55. 


Ci. e.] the moſt real and excellent Food. You 


EL 4 read, 
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read, Pſal. 78. 25. that Man did eat Angels Food | « 
(i. e. ) Manna, which was ſuch excellent Bread, | « 
that if Angels did live upon material Food, this | 1 
would be choſen for them; and yet this is but a | | 
type and dark ſhadow of Jeſus Cbriſt, the Food | 
of Believers. 
2. You rejoyce when your Harveſt is in becauſe 
Corn ĩs virtually many other things beſides Food; 
you can turn it into C loaths to keep you warm, and | 
many other neceſfaries may be purchaſed by it: | @ 
But yet it is not like Chriſt, the object of a Saint's 
Joy ; though it anſwers many things, it doth not 
anſwer all things as Chriſt doth; turn it into what 
vou will, it hath but a limited and reſpeQive uſe- 
folnefs : But Jeſus Chriſt is all in all to Believers, 
and out of him their Faith can fetch all ſupplies ; 
he is their health in /icknefs, their ſtrength in weak- 
neſs, their eaſe in pain, their bonour in reproach, 
their -wealth in poverty, their Friend in Friendleſs- 
neſs, their habitation when harbourleſs, their en- 
lurgement in bonds, the ſtrength of their "hearts, and 
= bje of their life. O, he is a full Chriſt, and what- 
ever excellencies are fcattered among all the Crea- 
tures, do meet all in him, and much more. 

We” You rejoyce when yon have gotten in your 
Har veſt, becauſe now you can free thoſe Engage- 
ments, and pay thofe Debts which you have con- 

tracted. Tis a comfort to be out of Debt, and yon 
. may lawfully rejoyce that God gives you where- 
with to quit your Engagements, that you may owe 
no Man any 8 but love: But ſtil thejoy of Har- 
| veſt falls ſhort of the joy of Saints; for you rejayce 


_ | that you are, or have wheremith to belp your ſelves 
"i Qut 


ont of mens Debts: But they rejoyce that they are 
out of God's Debt; that his Book is cancelled, and 


* 


and gift of God: Corn is given to all Nations 


. 


their Sins pardoned ; that by reaſon of the impu- 
ted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the Law can demand 
nothing from them, Rom. 8. r. O, what matter 
of Joy is this! 5 e 

4. You rejoyce, becauſe now your Corn is ont 
of danger; all the while it was abroad it was im 
hazard, but now it's houſed you fear not the Rain. 
at Chriſtians rejoyce, not becauſe their Corn is 
fe, but becauſe their Souls are ſo; All the while 
they abode in an unregenerate ſtate, they were 
every moment in danger of the ſtorms of wrath; 
but now being in Chriſt, that danger is over; and f 
what compare is there betwixt the ſafety of a 
little Corn and the ſecurity of: an Immortal 

5. Your Joy is but in a gift of common Provi- 


5 dence; Turks and Heathens-can rejoyce with your 


Joy; but the Joy ofa Chriſtian is a peculiar favs 
4 
even the moſt barbarous and wicked have ſtore of: | 


nz; but Chriſt is the portion but of a few, and! 


thoſe the dearly beloved of God: Luther ſaid off 
the whole Twrki/b Empire, (where is the beſt andi 
greateſt ſtore of Corn) that it is but a Crumb- 
which: the Maſter of the Family throws to they 
Dogs. He that had more Corn than his Barns 
could hold, now. wants a drop of Water to cooB 


his Tongue. Chriſt. is a Gift beſtow'd only upon 
Sod's Elect.. 4 


ing, that. hen you _ reaped downyour Hy . 
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| veſts, your ſelyes muſt be reaped down by death, 
and then you ſhall rejoyce in theſe things no more; 
| but when your joy is ended, then is the joy of 
Saints perfected; they reap their Harveſt, when of 
you leave your Harveſt; their Conſolation is ever - 6 


J. God can ſeparate your joy from theſe Enjoy- 
ments even while you have them, as well as when be 


| you leave them. Tis one thing for a man to have | P 
: Riches and full Barns, and another thing to have, k 
comfort in them, Eccleſ. 5. 19, 20, But now the b 
Joey of Chriſtians is a thing inſeparable from their f 
enjoy ment of Cbriſt, Indeed the ſenſe of their inte- 
| Feſt may be loſt, and ſo the Acts of their Joy inter- f 
mitted; but they always have it in the Seed, if 
not in the Fruit, P/Al. 97. 11. Joy is ſown for the 
; 5 e he hath it till in the Principle, and in 
f 2 Promiſe. LY 
The Joy of Harveſtmen, for the moſt part, is 
_ ealy in their Harveſt, and in ſuch earthly things; 
| take that away, and their Joy ceaſes. Earthly 
Hearts are acquainted with no higher Comforts; 
but the People of God can Joy in him, and take 
Comfort in their Earthly Injoyments too, and 
what Comfort they take in theſe things, is much | 
more refined and fweet than yours; for they en- 
joy all theſe things in God, and his love in giving 
Them puts a ſweetneſs into them, that you are un- 
acquainted with. Thus you ſee, how far your 
Pj falls hort of theirs, ; Es 
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'-REFLECTIONS. . 


1. How have rejoiced ina thing 1 
of nought, and pleaſed my ſelf with 44 Efe hn for 
a vanity?God hath bleſſed me in my ful Bm, b 
Fields, and in my Stores; but not v0 Criſt. 
with Spiritual Bleſſings in heavenly 5 
places in Chriſt. My Barns are full of Corn, but 
my Soul is empty of Grace; common Bounty 
Kath given me a fulneſs of the things of this Life, 
but what if the meaning of it ſhould be to fat me 
for the day of ſlaughter ? What if this be the 
whole of my Portion from the Lord? What-if Þ 
the Language of his Providences to my Soul ſhould 


— 


be this? Lo, here | have given thee (with &» HE 


fay, but thou haſt taſted of thy Creator's Boun- 
ty; but make the moſt of it, for this is all tha 
ever thon ſhalt have from me: There be "Others | 

in the World, to whom 1 have denied theſe | 
things, but for them | have reſerved better; for | 

the moſt part they are poor in this World, but / 
rich in Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom: Is nos | 
this enough to damp all my carnal Mirth ? Should 
my Conſcience give me ſuch a memento, as Abra 
bam in the Parable gave to Dives; Remember - 
that thou in thy life-time receivedſt thy good things. 
Ah, what a cut would that be to all my Come 
forts? A Man in a Fever bath a lively Colour, 
dut a dying Heart. I have an appearance, a ſha 
do of Comfort, but a ſad ſtate of Soul, 


4 4 / 25 0 
L. Bieſſaꝶ 
9 * 5 * 1 7 


—ͤñ—ũꝛ—ͤ—ä— ̃ . — . — ater SE” 


mae!) the fatneſs of the Earth: Thou ſhalt — 
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2.. Bleſſed be the God, the Aa 
9 PEE tr” 
| Kea hips me with al pron! Boſſi 
1 20 Harn. venly places n Chrift , h, 1. 4 
F Though he hath not ſeen fic to give 
1 me much of this World in Hand, yet it hath pleaſed 
bim to ſettle a Rich Inheritance upon me by Pro- 
| miſe ; the hopes and expectations whereof, yield 
my Sout more true Comfort, than all the preſent 
- Enjoyments of this Worid could have done. Bleſſe 
| be the Lord, who hath not given me my portio 
im this Life, that by keeping me from the Enjoy- 27 
ment, hath allo preſerved me from the Suares, of I h. 
12 proſperous Eſtate. h 
Tord Jeſus, Þ have no Bags, I have no Barns 7 
but thou ſhalt be to me inſtead of thoſe things. 
When others rejoyce in the fulneſs of their Earth» 
I Comforts, I will rejoyce in the fulnefs of my 
. Chriſty they have that which(though | have not) 
: E ſhall not want; and I have that which all their 
| Riches cannot purchaſe, Bleſs the Zord,O'my Soul! 
But Lord, how am! obliged, a- 
ee, bove Thouſands, to.love and praiſe 
, be ua thes es! FTo- _ and admire thee; pow 
alt not only plentifully provided 
i and Chit 5 for my Soul, but for my Body too. 
bo haſt given me doth the upper and the ne- 
mier Springs, Heaven and Earth, things preſent, 
. and things tome: Thou haſt not dealt ſo with 
al, no, not with all of thy owm People; many. 
| of them are: Strangers to the: Mercies which E 
_ " enjoy, God hath done great things for me; O 
-1 — — do for God? The freer 
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Ft heavenly ie f eart my things. 205 \ 
the condition is, he hath placed me in, the more 
am l both obliged and advantaged for his Service; 
and yet I doubt it will be fonnd, that many a poor 
Chriſtian that labours with his Hands to get his 
Bread, redeems more hours for God than I do.. 
Lord, make me wiſe to underſtand and anſwer _ 
the double end of this gracious Diſpenſation! 
Let me beſtow more of my time on God, and. 
ſtand ready to miniſter to the Neceſlities of his. 
People.. GS 

4. Oh! What an unhappy Wreteh 3 
am 11 That have nothing either in _ 4 Neſeſtion 
hand, or in hope ; am miſerable 1 97 as 
here, and like to be fo for ever! Had 5, . 2 
1 but an Intereſt in Chriſt, as the Chi. N 
godly poor have, that would ſweeton: / 
all preſent troubles, and ſhew me the end of them. 
But alas! lam poor and wicked, contemned of 
Men, and abhorred of God; an object of contempt 

both to Heaven and Earth. Lord, look upon ſuck: 
a truly miſerable Object with Compaſſion, give me 

2 portion with thy people in the World to come, 

if thou never better my outward condition here 

O ſanctifie this poverty! Bleſs theſe ſtraits and 

wants, that they may neceſſitate my Soul to go to 

Chriſt; make this poverty the way to glory, and 
I ſhall bleſs thee to Eternity that I was poor. in 
this World. | | 


 &* 


The POEM, 

FT bave I ſeen-when- Harveſt almoſt in; 
| The laſÞ Load coming, bow ſome Men have been. 
Rant up with joy, as if that. welcome Cart i 
Nen home the yery;ireaſure.of their Heart, What: | 
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What joyful 5! ! bollowi - : 
With mingled voices both of IT and Bos EF 
To carnal minds there is no greater mirth, 
No higber joy, nor greater beaven an earth, 
He fpeakes pure Paradoxes, that ſhall ſay 


Theſe are but trifles to what Saints enjoy. 


But they defpiſe your | —— Yu 
Contemn — 3 that could never ſhew 
A full ſtuft Barn, os which you ſet your heart; 
But glean perhaps the ears bebind your Cart: 
F Yet are the g s of their comfort more 
ban all your Harveſt, and admired ſtore. 
Dur mirth is mixt with ſorrow, theirs is pure, 
| Tours like a ſhadow fleets, but theirs endure. 
God gives to you the busk, to them the pit; * 
And no beart. ſtinging ſorrows adds t ewith, | b 
. Though at the Gates of death they ſometimes moin 


Mo ſaoner doth the Lord to them return, 
F | But ſorrow's baniſht from their penſive Breaſt; 
: Joy triumphs there, and ſmiles their Cheeks, inveſh, 
; Have you beheld when with perfumed wings, 
© Out of the balmy Eaſt right Phoebus ſprings + 
| Mounting the Gly mpick Fill, with what 4 Grace 
He views the throne f Darkneſs ; and-doth chaſe 
The ſhades of night before him? Having burP 4 
His golden Beamsmbout this lower woy id, 
b How ya ſad Groves, and ſolitary Cells, 
* Where horrid darkneſs and — dwells, 
[ Batts, Owls, and doleful Creatures fly away, 
b Fe ning to the cheer ful Birds of day, 
bo in 1 1 
Le late ſuch ſad 4 43152 kept . ham. [7 
. Thus grief refs ins to Joy; groans and tears u 
N Fo ſong. 2 oy ae aj © 
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atchleſs Joy! O countenance divine! 
at are thoſe trifles, to theſe ſmiles of thine ? 
ay I with poor Mephiboſheth be bleſs 
th theſe ſweet ſmiles, let Ziba take the reſt. 
y Life, my Treaſure, thou ſhalt ne er be ſold 
Silvers Hill, or Rivers pav'd with Gold, 


t thou but known- ta worldlings, they would ſcorn 


ſtoop their hearts to ſuch poor things as Corn ; 
ſo they do, berauſe thou. art above os 
fat ſpbere wherein their low conceptions move. 


F 


CHAP. XIX. 5 
V pon the Thraſhing out of Corn. 
More ſolid Grain with greater ſtrength you thraſh, 


The ableſt Chriſtians have the bardeſt laſh. - 
OBSERVATION. 


Isbandmen having to do with divers ſorts of 
Grain, tome more tough and ſtubborn, o- 


gers more free and tender, do not beat all alike in 
e Threſhing- floor, but as they have Threſhals of 
veral ſizes, ſo they beſtow on ſome Grain more, 


n others fewer ſtrokes, according to the different * | 
nalities of the Grain to be threſhed. This obſer®= 
ation the Prophet Iſaiab hath, chap. 28. v. 27. 


Be Fitches are not threſhed with a tbreſting inſtru- 
ent, niether is the Cart-wheel turn d about upon the 
ummin, but the Fitches are beaten out with a ſtaff, 
Pu the Cummin with arod. The manner of beat- 
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_- rent from that which is now in uſe among us; thaſteedin 

had the Cart-wheel,, which was fulFof Iron Spokynercy 
or Teeth, and the Hoofs of Beaſts for the Hardeſſſtrudt 
port of Grain, as Wheat, Rye and Barly; a Strum 
or Flail fortheFitches; and a Rod or Pig for till e 


Cummin; n which Inſtruments were Proporti ward: 

oned accordihy the the nature of the Grain. — 
5 i 

1 APPLICA TION. * 


ö Od having to do in a way of Correction wii to | 
ö divers ſorts of Offenders, doth not uſe th Pod': 
 Nke ſeverity with them all, but proportions hi 
Correction to their abilities and ſtrength. Jer. 30ſt ſho 
| Fr, I will not make a full end of thee. but wi 
C.-correck thee in meaſure] and will not leave theſnd 0 
altogether unpuniſhed, (. d.) afflicted thou muſfform: 
be, my reſpect to my own: glory and. thy good 
puts a neceſſity upon chat; but yet I will do 
moderately, 1 will not lay on without meaſure opway 
mercy, as I intend to do upon the Enemies; bunte 2 
will mete out your. ſufferings in a due proportiongPvt o 
.” even as a careful Phy ſicianz.ia preſcribing; Pills c . 
\/ Potions to his Patient, hath regard as well: to thqPern! 
' ability of the Patient, as to the nature and qualityÞ is C 
of the Diſeaſe; even. ſo thy God, O 1þael, wilpnd | 
not afffict thee according to the greatneſs of hip WO 
power and: his wrath anſwerable thereunto, P/al;pnd'1 
90. 1. that would break thee to pieces, Eſal 734m 
2338. Nor yet will be afflict thee according:to these. 
diemerit of thy fin. As it ſhall be much lefs than 
what I could iaflict; ſo it ſhall be lefs than thineſthe 
_ FE HIniquitiesdeſerve, Ezra; 9. 1 3. Neither my po 
er, nor thy deſert, ſhall be the rule of my pro- 
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eftecedings ; but I will do it with moderation and 
Inercy, as thou art able to bear. I that have in- 
Mtrudted the Husbandman to proportion his In- 
uments to the quality of the Grain before him, 
ein exerciſe the like wiſdom and mildnefs to- 
wards thee. And the ſimilitude betwixt the Hus- 


afflicting bis People, ſtands in theſe Particulars, 
1. The Husbandman's end in threſhing the Corn 
to ſeparate it from the Husks and Chaff; an 


Shem from their fins, 1/a. 27. 9. In meaſure when 
oft ſhooteth forth, he will debate with it, (i. e.) 


nd of thofe Corrections are, the next words in- 
be purged, and this is all the fruit, to take away bis ſin; 


way filthineſs, and fetch out ſpots, Dan. 11.35, 
e aims not at the Deſtruction of their Perſons, 
dut of their Luſts. 5 


pernicious Tares before him in the Floor amon 
is Corn, he little regards whether it be bruiſ- 
ind batter'd to pieces by theThreſhold or no; tis 
ige worthleſs thing, and he ſpares it not. Sueh Cockle 
nd Tares are theEnemies of God; and when theſe 


7; for theſe the Lord prepares a new ſharp threſh- 


them to duſt, Ifa. 41. 15. The daughter of Babylon 


tr. 33. And when that time is come, then (in 


dandman's threſhing his Corn, and the Lord's 


od's end in aMiQing his People, is to ſeparate 


e will moderately correct them; and what the 
od uſes Afffictions, as we uſe Soap, to cleanſe 


2. If the Husbandman have Cockle, Durnel, or 


a ing Inſtrument, having Teeth, which ſhall beat 


i 
ö 


alluſion 
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Forms us; By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob 


{come under his Flail, he ſtrikes them without Mer- 


is like @ Threſhing- floor, tis time to-threſh ber, Jer. 


| 
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. tred to his People from his afflicting of them, as 


. threſhes and beats it, Heb. 12. 6. Whom the Lord 


— — 77 7 7777 7 7 
alluſion to the Beaſt that was to tread out thhe me 
Corn) Sion's born ſhall be of Iron, and ber hooflnd Pa 
_ braſs, Mic. 4. 13. He ſmites not his People, ace, P. 
cording to the ſtroke of them that ſmote them Þhildrer 
the meaning is, his ſtrokes on them ſhall be dead. knon 
ly ſtrokes. They ſhewed no Mercy to Sion, andfſe mak 
God will ſhew no Mercy to them. ar it, 
3. When the Husks and Chaff are perfectly ſepa· i Go 
rated from the Grain, then the Husbandman beats 
it no more. When God hath perfectly purged and 
ſeparated the ſins of his people, then affl&:0n ſhall 
come to a perpetual end, he will never ſmite them | 
again; there is no noiſe of the threſhing Inſtru- In h. 
ment in Heaven; he that beat them with his Flail er 
on Earth, will put them into his Boſom in Heaven. 
4 Tho' the Husbandman lays on, and beats 
bis Corn, as if he were angry with it, yet he loves 
and highly prizes it; and though God ſtrike and 
afflict his People, yet he ſets a great value upon 
them; and it is equally abſurd to infer God's ha- 


the Husbandman's hatred of his Corn, becauſe he 


loveth he correcteth, and chaſteneth every ſon whom 
be receiveth. 
J. Tho? the Husbandman threſh and beat the 
Corn, yet he will not bruiſe or hurt it, if he can 
. help it; though ſome require more and harder 
ſtrokes than others, yet none ſhall have more than 
it can endure. And tho” the Lord afflict his Ser- 
; vants, yet he will do them no hurt, Jer. 25. 6. 
Some need more Rods than others, but none ſhall 
" have more than they can bear; the 1 
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the meaſures and 
200find Patience, and accordingly ſhall their Tryals 
ace, Pſal. 103. 1 3, 14. Like as a Father pities his 


m lden, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear bim; for 


ad. knows their frame, he remembers they are but duſt ; 


ande makes a way to eſcape, that they may be able to 


ar it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. This care and tenderneſs 
pa. I God over his afflicted, is eminently diſcovered 
atsn three Particulars. . 
nd (r.) In not expoſing them to, till he have pre- 
all Þared them for their Tryals, Lok. 24. 49. Tarry 
m ſhe at Jeruſalem, until ye be endued with power from 
u- In hig h. He gives them ſometimes eminent diſco- 
it per ies of his love immediately before, and as a 
n. 
ts 
88 


hereof, they are carried through all. 
(2.) Or if not fo, then he intermixeth ſup- 


As, *T'9z25 ſo wich Pau, Acts 27. 23. This night 
and it was a ſad night indeed) there ſtood by me 
be Angel of the Lord, whoſe I am. | 


dear it no longer, 1 Cor. 10.13. He makes 4 
way to eſcape, that they may be able to bear it, Pſal. 
125, 3. TheRod is taken off, when the righteous 


a Jewiſh Proverb, When the Bricks are doubled, 
hen comes doſes. And it is a Chriſtian experi-. 
nce, When the Spirit is ready to fail, then comes 

Jeſus; according to that Promiſe, I/. 57. 16. 


— 


reparative to their Sufferings; in the ſtrength. 


porting Comfort with their Troubles, as you 
ometimes ſee the Sun ſhine out while the Rain 


5 even ready to put forth bis band to iniquity. *Tis 


REFLE- 


— 


degrees of bis Servants Faith ; 


 (3.) In taking off the Aſſſiction, when they can 


J 
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to a reckoning with them for altogether in Hell. 


"= 
REFLECTIONS - y ſpat 
A RefleSion 1. How unlike am I to God, inflicted 
= erſeen= the affßcting of his People? The. O,! 
; Lord is pitiful when he ſmites them hf a lov 
but I have been cruel. He is kind to them, when the 
molt ſevere; but the beſt of my kindneſfes to them 
map fitly enough be called ſeverity. God ſmites 
them in love, | have ſmitten them in hatred. Ah, 
What have I done? God hath uſed me as his hand, 
Pſal. 17. 14. or as his Rod to afflict them, Fer. 10, 
7. but his end and mine have widely differed in 
that action, 7/2. 10.7, I am but the Scullion, or ra- 
ther the Whiſp to ſcour and cleanſe theſe Veſſel; 
of Glory, and when | have done that dirty work, ſk 
_ thoſe bright Souls ſhall de ſet up in Heaven, and 
I caſt into the Fire. If he ſhall have Judgment 
without Mercy, that ſnewed no Mercy; How 
can I expect Mercy from the Lord, whoſe Peo- 
ple J have perſecuted mercileſly for his ſake ? 
e Ain che flor of Md? Wha 
hy in the floor 3100s "at 
for jab. then ſhall | think of my condition, 
icons. Who proſper and am let alone in the 
way of fin ? Surely the Lord looks 
on me as on à Weed, and not as his Corn; and 'tis 
too probable, that LI am rather reſer ved for bur- 
ning, than threſhing. Some there are whom God 
loves not fo well as to ſpend a Red upon them, but hate 
faith, Let them alone, Hof. 4. 17. bud miſerable is 
their condition, notwithſtanding their impunity, | 
For what is the interpretation bur this:l will come 


Tad ho much better is thy afflicting n 1 
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"Tv heavenly uſe of earthly things. 2174 © © 
hy ſparing ſeverity ! Better is the condition of an 
flicted Child, than of a rejected Baſtard, Heb.1 2. 
ie. O, let me rather feel thy Rod now, as the Rod 
nt a loving Father, than feel thy Wrath hereafter, 
M5 the Wrath of an Omnipotent Avenger. 
nf 3. Well then, deſpond not, © „ 
ny Soul! Thou heareſt the Husband- —— 
Pan loves his Corn, tho' he threſh- 5 ir. — 
„ch it; and ſurely the Lord loves 
Rhee not the leſs, becauſe he afflicts thee ſo much. 
"Hf Affliction then be the way to Heaven, bieſſed be 
od for Affliction. The threſhing ſtrokes of God 
ave come thick upon me, by which I may ſee, 
hat a tough and ſtubborn Heart I have; if one 
troke would have done the work, be would not 
ave lifted up his hand the ſecond time. I have 
jot had a ſtroke more than I had need of, 1 Pet. 
6. and by this means he will purge my fin, bleſ- 
ed be God for that. The Damned have infinitely. 
nore, and harder ſtrokes than I, and yet their ſin 
all never be ſeparated by their ſufferings. Ab, 
in, curſed fin, I am ſo much out of love with 
hee, that I am willing to endure more than all 
his to be well rid of thee; all this I ſuffer for thy 
lake, but the time is coming when I ſhall be rid of 
In and ſuffering together. Mean while, I am un- 
der my own Father's Hand, ſmite me he may, but 
hate me he cannot. ; 


„„ OEM. 
HE ſacred Records tell us, beretofore 


11 God bad an Altar in a Threſhing- floor, 


"1, Hedbendry Spivitaalized; Or, 


| 


% 


Each one poſſeſſeth, and doth them aſſeſs 


Preſcribed are by him, who wiſely ſways 


0 ＋ 
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Where threſhing Inſtruments devoted were 
To facred Service, ſo you find them bere, 
I now would. teach the Threſher to beat forth 
A notion from his Threſhold much more worth 

Than all his Corn; and make bim underſtand how 
That Soul- inſtrucking Engine in his band. | 
With fewer ſtrokes and lighter will you beat 
The Oates and Barley than the ſtubborn Wheat, 
Which will yequire and endure more blows 


| Than freer Grain Thus deals the Lord by thoſe 


Whom he afflits. He doth not uſe to ſtrike 
Offending Children with bis Rod alike ; | 
But on the ableſt Shoulders doth impoſe T 
The beavieſt Burdens, and the leſs on thoſe | 5 
Of weaker Grace. He ſhews himſelf a God 
Of Judgments in his handling of the Kod. 

God hath a Rate-book hy him, wherein he 

Keeps juſt accounts how rich bis People he; 
What Faith, Experience, Patience, more or leſs, 


According to their ſtock. Such as have not 
A Martyrs Faith, ſhall bave no Martyrs lot. 
T be kinds, degrees, and the continuance 
Of all their Sufferings to a Circumſtance, 


The World, and more than's right on no Man days. 
Be Man, or Devil, the Apothecary, 
God's the Phyſician; Who can then miſcarry 
In ſuch a hand? He never did, or will 
Suffer the leaſt Addition to bis Bill. 


Nor meaſure, nor yet mercy be obſerves 
In threſhing Babylon, for ſhe deſerves 


His heavieſt ſtrokes ;, and in bis floor ſhe muſt 
Be beaten ſhortly with his flail to Duſt, But] 


——— — 


"The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 1 
ut Sion's God, in meaſure, will debate, 

ſis Children be may ſmite, but cannot bate. 

e beats them, true, to make their Chaff to fly, 

bat they, like purged Golden Grains, may he 

one fair heap, with thoſe bieſs'd Souls that here 

mee in like manner __y d, and winnowed were. 


CHAP. XX. 
' Upon the Winnowing of Corn. 


The Fan doth cauſe light Chf to fly away, 
S0 ſhal th' ungodly in God's winnowing day. 


OBSERVATION. 


Hen the Corn is threſhed ont in the Floor, 
where it lyes mingled with empty ears, 
id worthleſs Chaff, the Husbandman carries it 
ut altogether into ſome open place, where ha- 
ing ſpread his ſheet for the Preſervation of the 
Train, he expoſes it all to the Wind; the good, 
3 reaſon of its folidity, remains upon the ſheer, 
ut the Chaff, being light and empty, is partly 
1. ſrried quite away by the Wind, and all the reſt 
parated from the good Grain into a diſtinct 
ap, which is carried away, either to the Fire 
r the Dunghil, as a worthleſs thing. 


APPLICATIO N. 

n have their winnowing Days, and God 
bach his; 9 to ſeparate the Chaff from 
But the „ 


_—_ _ — — — — — — — ——— — —— B—— 
— 


wy » 


— 


i 
|» 
1 


gatber his wheat into the garner, but be will burn 1 


nows or fans the World doctrinally. The other 


and intenſively, in vigour and power; peace an 
proſperity cauſes the firſt, ſufferings and adver ſi 
the laſt; and well may a day of Perſecution be cal 


» 
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U Sfiritadneed; Or, 
the Wheat, the godly from the ungodly, who ſha 


be held up to the Wind, but ooly the wicked" 


| ſhall be driven away by it. Such a day God hat — 


in this World, wherein he winnows his Whea Cor 
and ſeparates the Chaff. There is a double fanning 1 

or winnowing of Men here in this World; one ef 
doctrinally, in which ſenſe I underſtand that Scrip* 7 
ture, Mat. 3. 12. ſpoken of Chriſt, when he w. 
entring upon his Miniſterial Work. His fan is i 
bis band, and be ſhall throughly purge bis floor, an 


the Chaff with unquenchable fire. The preaching o 
the Goſpel is as a Fan in Chriſt*s Hand, and it is: 
much as if John had thus told the Jews; that tho 
there were many hypocritical ones among them 
that had now a place and name among the Pec 
ple of God, and gloried in their Church-priyi 
ledges, yet there is a purging blaſt of truth com 
ing,which ſhall make them fly out of the Church, 
as faſt as Chaff our of the Floor. Thus Chriſt win 


judicially, by bringing ſore and grievous tryals an 
ſufferings upon the Churches, for this very enc 
that thoſe which are but Chaff, (i. e) empty an- 
vain Profeſſors, may, by ſuch Winds as theſe be, ſc 
parated from his People. - 4 
The Church increaſes two ways, and by two di 
vers means; extenſively, in breadth and numbe 


led a winnowing day, for then are the People 
God toſſed to purpoſe, as Corn in the pas 
1 5 © nothin 
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Te heavenly aſe of earthly things, 217 
zal othing but Chaff be loſt thereby, Of ſuch a win- © 
KJ owing day the Prophet ſpeaks, Amos 9. 9. 16. f 
* will ſift tbe bouſe of Iſrael among all nations, like as 
at corn is ſifted in a /teve, yet ſhall not the leaſt grain fall 
ug yon the earth; all the ſinners of my people ſhall die. 
(% d.) I will cauſe great agitations and toſſings 
ple > | 
among you by the bands of the Aſſprians and Baby- 
WAY jonians, into whoſe Countreys you ſhall be diſperſt 
and ſcattered ; yet | will ſo goyern thoſe your diſ- 
perſions by my Providence, that not one good grain, 
one upright Soul, ſhall erernally periſh; but the ſm- 
S ON ners of my People, the refuſe ſtuff, That ſhall periſh, 
3 Tothe ſame purpoſe ſpeaks another Prophet, 
ho Zeph. 1. 1, 2. Gather your ſelves together, (or as ſome 
= read) fan your ſelves, yea, fan your ſelves, before 


He doth not mean, that the time ſhall paſs as the 
om Chaff, but there is a day of affliction ard diſtreſs. 
coming, in which the wicked ſhall paſs as the Chait 
before the Wind ; and yet notwithſtanding, all 
theſe winnowings upon Earth,much Chair will ſtill 
abide arnong, the Corn; therefore God hath ap- 
pointed another day for the winnowing of the 
World, even the day of Judgment, in reference to 
which it is ſaid, P/al. 1 4, 5. The ungodly are not ſo, 
but are like the chaff which the wind drives away, there- 
fore the ungodly ſhall not ſtand in judgment, nor ſinners 
in the congregation of the righteous ; ( i. e.) God hath 
a day wherein he will bft the World, like Corn in 
a Sie ve, and then the wicked ſhall appear to be bur 
Chaff, which God will eternally ſeparate from his 
© Wheat. | will not ſtrain the ſimilitude, but fairly 
diſplay it ia theſe Seven _—_— 
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the decree bring forth, and the day paſs as the ChaF. | 
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r. The Chaff and Wheat grow together in the 
ſame Field, and upon the ſame Root and Stall 
In this, wicked Men are like c haff, who not on; 


ſpring up with them in the ſame Families, and 

rom the ſame Root, or immediate Parents, Mal 
1. 2. Was not Eſau Jacob's brother ? Yet the one 
was Wheat, the other Chaff. Inſtances of this 
are infinite. 

2. The Husbandman would never endure the 
Husks, Chaff,aad dry Stalks to remain in the Field, 
if it were not for the good Corns fake, he would 
quickly ſet fire to it, but that the Corn is among it, 
which he highly prizeth; and be aſſured, God 

would never ſuffer the wicked to abide long i in this 
World, were it not for his own Elect that are diſ- 
per ſed among them. Except the Lord had ſuch a 
Remnant diſperſed in the World, he would quick- 
ly ſet fire to the four Quarters, and make it like 
Sodom, Iſa. 1. 9. 

3. The Cbaff is a very worthleſs thing, the Hh 
bandman cares not what becomes of it, and of as 
little worth are wicked Men, Prov. 10. 20. Th 
heart of the wicked is little worth. The Heart 1s the 
principal Part of the Man, and yet that's but Chaff, 
no worth in it; his Lands, his Cloaths, Cc. are 
worth ſomewhar, but his Heart is worth nothing, 

4. Though Chaff in it ſelf be nothing worth, yet, 
it is of ſome uſe to the Corn whiles tis ſtanding in 

+ the Field; the ſtalk bears up the ear, and the Chaf 
covers the Grain and defends it from the injury of 
the Weather. Thus God makes wicked Men © 

_- uſe to his people, i in  Gurward eas : they help 
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aſſociate with the people of God, but oftentimes: 
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thel to ſupport and protect them in this Word, Rev. 


alkf 12. 16. The Earth helped the Woman, (i. e.) 
nix worldly-Men for carnal ends helpt the Church, 
nes when a Flood of perſecution was poured out; The 


nd Church often helps the World, it receives many 


{al | benefits from the people of God; and ſometimes 
one God over-rules the World to help his Church. 
-bigh 5. When the Chaff and Wheat are both brought 


forth and held np to the Wind in one Sieve, they * 


thel fall two ways; the Wheat falls down upon the 
Floor or Sheet, the Chaff is carried quite away: 
ald So although for a time godly and ungodly abide 


it. together, yet, when this winnowing time comes, 
;odf| God's Wheat ſhall be gathered into his Garner 


bis] in Heaven, the Chaff ſhall go the other way, Mat. 
iſ] 3. 12. * 4 


appear when it is ſifted in a windy day, it cannot 
poſſibly eſcape if it be well wiunowed much more 
impoſſible it is for any wicked man to eſcape the 
eritical fearch of God in that day; the cloſeſt Hy- 


the ſecrets of men, 2 Cor. 16. He will then bring to 
light the hidden things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt 
the counſels of the heart, 1 Cor. 4. 5, 

7. Laſtly, After Corn and Chaff are ſcparated 
by the winnowing Wind, they ſnall never lye to- 
gether in one heap any more. The wicked fhall 
lee Abraham, and Ifazc, and Jacsh, and all the 
Prophets in the Kingdom of God, but chemſelves 
thruſt out; there is no Chaff in Heaven. 
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pocrite ſhall then be detected, for God will judge 


1 


1 


I 


C. If there be any Chaff among the Corn, it will 
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REFLECTIONS. 


Ae that want the Pith and ſubſtance of 
gf real godlineſs? Then am! but Chaff 
in God's account, though I grow a- 


mong his Corn; the Eye of Man cannot diſcern my 


Hypocriſie, but when he comes whoſe Fan is in his 
Hand, then how plainly will it be detected? An- 
gels and Men ſhall diſcern it, and ſay, Lo, this is 

e Man that made not God bis hope; how ſhall I a- 


dide the day of his coming? Chriſt is the great 


Heart- Anatomiſt ; things ſhall not be carried then 
by Names and parties, as they are now ; every one 
ſhall be weighed in a Juſt ballance, and a Mene Te- 


bel; written upon every falſe Heart; great will be 


the per ſpicuĩty of that trial: My own conſcience 
ſhall joyn with my Judge, and ſhall then acknow- 


1 ledge, that there is not one drop of Iajuſtice in all 


that Sea of wrath; and though I am Damned, yet 
am not wronged ; the Chaff cannot ſtand before 


the Wind, nor I before the Judgment of Chriſt. 


2, Is there ſuch a fanning time 


A Rfieftim coming? Why do not I then ſift my 


= 145 ber Heart every day by ſerious Self-exa- 


exemin:tion, mination? No work more important 
to me, and yet how much have I neg- 


| leftedit ? O my Sovl / thon hadſt been better im- 


ployed, in ſearching thine own Eſtate in reference 


dio that day, than in prying ſinfully into the Hearts, 


* 
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and cenſuring the Conditions of other Men: Judge 
thy ſelf, and thou ſhalt not be condemned with the 
World; the work indeed is difficult, but the neg- 
lect dangerous: Were I within a few days to ſtana 
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© Huchandey Spirituatized'; G, 


at 
1. Am J an empty vain Profeſſor; buſi 


to à 


at Man's Bar, there to be tryed for my Life, how 
or buſie ſhould I be every hour of the day in writing 


affidying every advantage to my ſelf ? And yet, what 
g. Ia vaſt difference is there betwixt Man's Bar and 
my God's? Betwixt a tryal for my Life, and for 
his | my Soul? Lord, rouze up my fluggiſh Heart by 
n- {awful and ſolicitous thoughts of that day, leſt 1 
be found among that Chaff which ſhall be burnt 
a-Jup with unqueachable Fire! 

at 3. Fear not, O my Soul! though _ 
en {there be a blaſt coming which ſhall f N elt e 
ne drive all the Chaff into Hell, yer it 4 ky 
. {ſhall blow thee no harm. I know that 

be | when be bath tryed me, I ſhall come forth as Gold, 


ice Job 23. 10. I confefs | have too much Chaff about 
u- me, but yet I am not altogether Chaff; there is a 
all ſolid work of Grace upon my Soul that will abide 


et the Trial: Let the judgment to come be as impar- 
re tial and exact as it's poſſible to be, yet a Grain of 
Sincerity cannot be loſt in it; for God will not 
caſt away a per felt (i. e. an upt igbt- hearted) man, 
Job 8. 20. He that's appointed to Judge t 

World is mine; and his imputed Righteouſneſs 
will make me full weight in the Balance. Bleſs 


will flee as the Chaff before the Wind. _ 
| The POEM. 
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counted pure. 
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The kexvenly afe of earthly things. "3T6 


: 
. *. 


of ito any that I thought could befriend me? And ſtu- 


HE winnowing Wind firſt drives tbec baff away, 
, Next light and hollow Grains; thoſe only ftay 
This 


— 
— i 
3 1 


== 


wa. 2 I It. 4 | tt » ddr bw 


the Lord (O my Soul) for ſincerity ; this will 
abide, when common Gifts, and empty Names, 


5 The ( Corn * uſe | is carefully preſerv 
- The uſcleſs Chaff for burning flames + 25Y 


No Wind but blows ſome good, a Proverb is, 


Glad ſhall I be if it bold true in this, 
O, that the Wind when you to winnowing go, 


This ſpiritual good unto your Souls might blow ! 


To make you pauſe, and ſadly ruminate, 
In what a doleful plight and wretched ſtate 
T beir Soztls are in, who cannot hope to ſtand 
When he ſhail come, whoſe Fan is in his hand. 
is piercing Eyes infallibly diſcloſe 
The very Reins, and inward parts of thoſe 
Whoſe eut/ide ſeeming Grace ſo neatly paints, 
That with the beſt they paſs for real Saints. 
No Hypocrite with God acceptance finds, 
But like the Chaff, diſpers'd by furious Winds : 
Their guilt ſhall not that ſearching day endure, 
Nor they approach th Aſſemblies of the pure. 
Have you obſer vd in Autumn, Thiſtle-down 
By bowling Eolus ſeatter'd up and down . 
About the Fields? Even ſo God's ireſul ſtorm 
Shall chaſe the Hypocrite, who now can ſcorn 
The breath of cloſe reproofs : and like a Rock. 
Repel reproofs, and juſt reprovers mock, 
How many that in ſplendid Garments walk, 
Of bigh Profeſſions ! and like Angels talk, 
Shall G04 diveſt, and openly proclaim 
Their ſecret guilt, to their eternal ſhame ! 
This is the day wherein the Lord will rid 


. His Church of thoſe falſe Friends, vhich nom ſye bid 


Among bis people. "There will not be one 
| Falſe beart remain, to loſe our Love upon 


O, bleſs d Aſſembly ! Glorious ſtate / — 


5 tn Nen 2 _ and ever ſhall, 
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O, make my heart ſincere, that J may never .. \ 

Prove ſuch light Chaff as then thy Wind will ſever 

From ſolid Grain? O let my Soul deteſt 
DDnſoundneſi, and abide thy ſtricteſt Teſt. 
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„„ 3 
IN TR ODUCTION 
4. TO-THA 
SECONDPART 


=: ; OF 
5 7 0 3 
— Husbandzy., 
" YOw is it Reader? have I tired thee ? (with me, 
1 Whilſt thro theſe pleaſant Fields thou walk'ft 
Our path was pleaſant, but if length of ſway . 
Do weary thee, we'll ſlack our pace, and ftay; 
Let's fit a while, under the cooling ſhade | 
Of fragrant Trees; Trees were for ſkadow made. 
Lo here a pleaſant Grove, whoſe ſhade is good ;, 
Aut more than fo, "twill yield us fruit for food. 
+ N dangerous fruits do on theſe branches grow, 
No Snakes among the verdant Graſs below. | 
Here we'll repoſe a while, and then go viem 
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- harſh, ſower and unpleaſant to the taſte ; but i 


._ - grafted with a better kind, it may become a good 
Tree, and yield ftore of choice and pleaſant Fruit. 


CHAP. I. 
Vpon the Ingraffing of Fruit-Trees. 


Ungrafted 7. res can never bear good Fruit, 
Nor we, till grafted on a better Root, 


5 OBSERVATION. 

g Wild Tree naturally ſpringing up in th 
| Wood or Hedge, and never grafted or re 
moved from its native Soy}, may bear ſome Fruit, 
and that fair and beautiful to the Eye; but it will 
give you no content at all in eating, being always 


ſuch a ſtock be removed into a good Soyl, and 


APPLICATION. 
1 Nregenerate Men, who never were acquain- 
I ted with the Myſtery of Spiritual Union 


with Jeſus Chriſt, but ſtill grow upon their 


natural Root, old Adam, may by the force 
and power of natvral Principles bring forth 


- fome Fruit, (which like the wild Hedge-fruit 


we ſpake of) may indeed be fair and pleaſant 
to the Eyes of Men, but God takes no plea- 


Fore af all init ; it's ſower, harſh, and diſtaſteful 


to him, hecauſe it ſprings not from the Spirit of 


Chhriſt, /ſa.1.13. I camot away with it, it is iniqui- 


&c. But that I may not intangle the Thread 


=; 
by of my Diſcourſe, I ſhall (as in the former Chap- 


ters) ſet before you a parallel betwixt the beſt 
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The en ufe el things. 225 
Fruits of natural men, and thoſe of a wild ungraf - 
„„ 8 
t. The Root that bears this wild Fruit is a de- 
generate Noot, and that's the cauſe of all this ſower- 
neſs and barſhnefs in the Fruit it bears, it's the Seed 
of ſome better Free accidentally blown, or caſt in- 
to ſome waſte and bad Soyl, where not being ma- 
nured and ordered ar ight, it's turned wild: So alt 
the Fruits of unregenerate men flow from the firſt - 
Adam, a corrupt and degenerate Root; he was in- 
41 deed planted a right Seed, but ſoon turned a wild 
ity and degenerate Plant; he being the Root from 
which every man naturally fprings, corrupts all 
the Fruit that any man bears from him. It's ob- 
ſerved by Gregory, pertinent to my prefent Purpoſe, 
Genus bumanum in parente primo, velut in radice | 
ooh putruit? Mankind was putrified in the Root of his. 
'I| firſt Parent. at. 7. 18. A corrupt Tree cannot: 
his corrupt Root ſpoits tlie Fruit, by the trani-- 
miſſion of its ſower and naughty Sap into all the: 
Branches and Fruits that grow on them; they ſucx 
no other novriſtiment, but what the Root affords 
them, and that being bad ſpoils all: For the ſame 
cauſe and reaſon, no meer natural or anregenerate” 
man can ever do one holy or acceptable action, be- 
cauſe the corruption of the Root is in all thoſe acti- 
ons. The neceſſity of our drawing corruption into» 
all our actions, from this curſed Root, Adam, is 
expreſſed by a quick and ſmart Interrogation;. Job- 
14. 4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an uncleaan? 
Not ane. The ſenſe of it is well delivered us (bx 
Mr, Caryl in loc.) This queſtion (faith he) may 
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upon his Birth - 
to my purpoſe) it may refer to the Action of the 
ſame Man, Man being unclean, cannot bring forth 


* ME) 


undergo a threefold Conſtruction; Firſt, Thus: 
Who can bring a morally clean Perſon, out of a 
Perſon originally unclean? And fo he lays his Hand 

fo. Or, Secondly, (which ſpeaks 


a clean thing; (i. e.) a clean or holy Action; 
that which is originated, is like its original. And 
that this ſower Sap of the firſt ſtock (1 mean A. 


 &an's ſin) is tranſmitted into all Mankind, not 


only corrupting their Fruit, but ruining and wi- 
thering all the Branches; the Apoſtle ſhews us in 
that excellent parallel betwixt the two Adams, 


Rom. 5. 12. Wherefore as by one man Done, not on- 


Jy in individuo, fed in ſpecie, one repreſenting the 


hole Root or Stock, I /in entred into the world. Not 


dy imitation only, but by propagation; and this 


drought Death and Ruin upon 
dom and unpleaſant to the ta 


all the Branches. 
3. Although theſe wild 1 be unwhol- 
e, yet they are fair 


and beautiful to the Eye; a Man that looks upon 


them, and doth not know what Fruit it is, would 
judge it by its ſhew and colour to be excellent Fruits, 
for it makes a fairer ſhew oftentimes than the beſt 
and moſt wholeſom Fruit doth : Even ſa,thoſe na- 


tural Gifts and Endowments which ſome unregene- || 
rate Perfons have, ſeem exceeding fair to the Eye, 
and a Fruit to be deſired. What excellent qualities 
have ſome meer natural men and women? What 


a winning, Afability, humble Conde ſcention, Meeks 
neſs, Riokerouſneſs » ingenious Tenderneſs and 


 Sweetneſs of Nature! As it was ( Hyperbolically 
enough } ſaid of one, In hac hamine, non pecc avit 
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Adum; Adam never ſinned in this Man; meaning | 


that be excelled the generality of Adam's Children 
in ſweetneſs of Temper and natural Endowments: 
Whatcurious Phantaſies, nimble Wits, ſolid Judg- 
ments, tenacious Memories, rare Elocution, &r. 
are to be found among meer natural Men? By 


which they are aſſiſted in diſcourſing, praying, | 


preaching and writing to the Admiration of ſuch 
as know them! But that which is highly eſteemed 


of men, is abomination to God, Luke 16. 15. It 
finds no acceptance with him, becauſe it ſprings - 


from that curſed Root of Nature, and is not the 
Production of his own Spirit. 


4. If ſuch a ſtock were removed into a better 


Soyl, and graffed with a better Kind, it might 


bring forth Fruit, pleaſant and grateful to the Huſ- 


bandman ; and if ſuch Perſons {before deſcribed) 
were but regenerated and changed intheir Spirits 
and Principles, what excellent and uſeful Perſons 
would they be in the Church of God? And then 


their Fruits would be ſweet and acceptable 
to him. One obſer ves of Tertullian, Origen and 


Jerom, that they came into Canaun laden with 


Egyptian Gold, (3. e.) they came into the Church 
full of excellent humane Learning, which did 


| Chriſt much Service, 


s. When the Husbandman cuts down his Woods 
or Hedges, he cuts down theſe Crab-ſtocks with 
the reſt, becauſe he values them not any more than 


| the Thorns and Brambles among which they grow; 


and as little will God regard or ſpare theſe na- 


tural Branches, how much ſoever they are laden 


with ſuch Fruit. The threatning is univerſal, 


3 1 John, 


* 3. Enceyo you torequamate and hwy yore - as 
|, 9? enter onto the Kingdom of Heaven. And again, Myſper 
Fb 12. 14. Without bolineſs, no Man (be his na- ich 
tural Gifes: never ſo excellent) ſhall ſee Gad. Im- Mew! 
” belliſhed nature, is nature ſtill ; That which-is born ſho the 
| ofthe ſh is bud fleſh, howerer it be ſet off with much 
advantage to the Eye of Man. ome 
___REFLECTIONS- thing 

1. To what purpoſe then do | glo- bim 
ry in my natural Accompliſhments ? ef D 
Though | have a better nature than || Go 
fome others have, yer it is a curſed If fuct 


nature ſtil. Theſe ſweet Qualities I the 
and excellent Gifts do only hide, but not kill the I no! 


i r ild- 5 


ed over, and all my Duties but Hedge fruit "which 
| God makes no account of. O entting thought! f 
That the unlearned ſhall riſe and take Heaven, when 
I with all my excellent Gitts ſhall deſcend into 

\ Hell. Heaven was not made for Scholars, as ſuch, 
bur for Believers; as one ſaid, when they comfort= 
ed him upon his Death- bed, that he was a knowing: 
man, a Docter of Divinity: O, ſaid he, I ſhall not 
before God as TID but as a Man; 1 
Mall and upon a level with the moſt Illiterate in 
the Day of Judgment; what doth. i avail me that 
I have a nimble Wit, whilſt I have none to do my | 
el good? Will my Jadge be charm'd with.a-Rhe- } 
. tarical Tongue? Things will not be carvied in that 
World as they are in ia this It I cauld with Beren- 
Þ dt ammi ſcibile,ot every thing that is. 
ble ; os with Solomon unravel Nature, from 


| | Be Carers ti Baſpumbet wonklbis alomangs 
A me. | 


\ 2 
% — 
4 . " 4 = = . 4 1 
. e add, OE IRR AO OT * — EE ES TE ne ms 


PP 9535 wy 


? of Death is paſt z Jay not within thy ſelf, Will 
God caſt ſuch a one as | into Hell? Shall a man f 
ſuch Parts be Damned? Alas ! Juſtice will hew 


as long as bam ignorant of Chriſt, and the 


| in, Myſtery of Regeneration? My head hath often aked 
na- with Study, but when did my Heart ake for Sin? 
m. Pplethinks, O my Soul, thou trimmeſt up thy ſelf 


a theſe natural Ornaments to appear before God, 


ich noch as that delicate 44g did, when he was to | 
nd 


ome beforeSamuet,and fondly conceiteſt that theſe 
things will procure favour or (at leaſt) pity from 
him ; bot yer, think not for all that, tbe bitterneſs 


thee to pieces, as Samuel did that ſpruce King, and 
not abate thee the leaſt, for theſe things; many 
Thouſand Branches of Nature, as fair and fruitfu 
as thy felf, are now blazing in Hel}, becauſe not 
tranſplanted by Regeneration into Chriſt ; and if 
he fpared not them, neither will he ſpare thee.. 
2. Lam a peor deſpiſed Shrub, EE as 
which have no beauty at al in me, , { er in 
and yet ſuch a one hath the Lord cho- 1 petirver,: 
ſen to tranſplant into Chriſt, whilſt £7 
he left many fragrant Branches ſtanding on their 
native ſtock, to be fuel of his wrath to all Eternity! 
O Grace! For ever to be admired! Ah, what cauſe 
have | to be thankful to free Grace, and for ever 
to walk humbly with my God; the Lord hath 


| therefore choſen an unlikely, rugged, unpoliſht 
Creature as | am, that Pride may for ever 


bid | 
from mine Eyes, and that may never glory. in his. 


| Preſence, 1 Coy. 1. 29; L now have the advagigge: 
of a better Root and Soyl than any carnal Perſog 


hath, is will therefore be a greater ſhame to => 
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Dato the Clonds bis ample Branches fpread. 


and- Dental —_— 294" . > 6G 
ſaould be out-ſtript and excelled b them; Le 
Lord. how often do I find it ſo? I ſee — * ono 

meek and patient, whilſt I am proud and paſſi-ſÞ it | 
onate ; gentle and affable, whilſt I am rough anghdeed 
ſurly ; generous and noble, whilfc I am baſe angfch 7 


penurious. Truly, ſuch a Branch as I am, is nod 
| he 5 


onde qr yon 
The POEM. 


"Ant a branch of that fair Eden Tree, 
Which to Mankind God had ardain'd to be, 
common Stock, bis Scituation god, 
His Branches many, of bimſelf a Wood. 
And like a Cedar by the River fed, © 


Sin ſmote bis Root, then Juſtice cut him down ;, 
And levelfd with the Earth his Crown. © 
What bope of Branches when the Tree's O return d? 


| But like dry Faggots to be bound and burn d. 


It bad * 6, bad not tranſcendent love, © p 


How flowiſhing ſocver, maſt be bound 


. To make ay everlaſting blaze in Hel. 


Which in 4 ſobear above our thoughts doth move, | 8 
Prepar'd a better ſtock to ſave, and nouriſh, _ 
Tr.mfplanted Twigs. which in him thrive and fourifh. 
In Adam all are curd, no ſaying Fruit 
Shai ever ſpring from that ſin · blaſted Root: 
Tea all the brauches that in him are found, 


Hind pid together, horrid r to lee . 


God takes no Pleaſure in the [weeteſt Bud 
Diſcios d by Nature, or the Root" 5 not good: 
Some Boughs indeed richly adorned are 
* 2 Fruits, which to the Eye are fair 


Fare 
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if pe Gifts, ſweet Diſpoſitions, which attraffs 


yelße Love of Thoufands, and from moſt eas 
hemfſonour and Admiration. Tou'll admire 

aſſi· pat ſuch as theſe are fuel for the Fire. 

andhhdeed Ten Thouſand Pities tis to ſee 

andlich lovely Creatures in this Caſe to be, 

noſpid they by true Regeneration draw oj 
e Sap of Life from jeſſe Root, the Law . * 
which they now to wrath condemned are, 

ould ceaſe to curſe, and God ſuch Buds would ſpare” 
ut out of him there's none of theſe can move © 
it unrelenting Heart, or draw bis Love. 

en cut me off from this accurſed Tree, 

1 for ever be cut off from thee. 


— — 


pon the Union of the Graff with the Stock. 


Whene're you Bud or Graft, therein you ſee 
How Cbriſt and Souls muſt bere united be. 


OBSERVATION. ; 
Hen the Husbandman hath prepared his 
Graffs in the Seaſon of the year, he carries 
tem, with the Tools that are neceſſary for that 
ork, to the Tree or Stock he intends to ingraft, 
d having cut off the Top of the Limb, in ſome 
raight ſmooth part, he cleaves it with his Knife 
r Chiſſel a little beſide the pith, knocks in his 
Vedge to keep it open, then ( having prepared 
is Graff, he carefully Ks it into the cleft, joining 


j 
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3 "their Hearts were cut by Conviction and 
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the inner fide of the Barks, of Graff or Stock tout cut 
gether, (there being the main current of the Sapuitinl 
then pulls out his _— binds both togerhe 
; (as in 1 ays it up, to defend the 
dender Graff and wounded Stock from the injnÞ 
; ties of the Sun and Rain. 

Theſe tender Cyens quickly take hold of the 
Stock, and having immediate Coalition with it 
drinks in its Sap, concoct it into their own nou · 
riſhment, thrive better, and bear more and bet 
ter Fruits than ever they would haye done upor 
their natural Root; yea, the fmalleſt Bud, being 
carefully inocaulated and bound coſe to the Stock, por 
will in ſhort time become a flouriſhing and fruit rent 

APP L ICATION. 3 
Tos carries a moſt ſweet and lively &ſem- this 
blance of the Souls Union with Chfiſt by che! 
Faith; and indeed there is nothing in nature that t tak 
| ſhadows forth this great Goſpel-myſfery like it: I. 
*Tis a Thouiand pities that any who are implby- ſroc 
ed about, or are but Spectators of ſuch an ade Pp 
ſhould terminate their thoughts (as too many 0 iv 
in that natural Odject, and not raife up their Ka. 
Hearts to theſe Heavenly Meditations, which it - 
{6 fairty offers them. pr 
. When a Try to be ingrafted, or a Bud p 
cut off by a keen Knife from || fo 
the Tree on which it naturally grew. — 

And when the Lord intends to graft a Soul into | * 

Chriſt, the ficſt work about ĩt is cutting work, Al: 


cep . no Crea! is ingrafred with- | 
"IS _ ou 


at cutting, no Soul united with Chriſt without a 
utting ſeaſe of ſin's miſery, Joh. 16. 8, 9. 

2. When the tender ſhoot is cut off from the 
Tree, there are (ordinarily) many more left be- 
ind upon the ſame Tree, as promiſing and vigo- 
ous as that which is taken; but it pleaſeth the 
Musbandman to chuſe this, and leave them. 
Even ſo it is in the removing or tranſplanting 
If a Soul by Converſion, it leaves many behind ir 
n the ſtate of Nature, as likely and promiſing as 
t ſelf; dut ſo it pleaſeth God to take this Soul, 
and leave many others; yea, often ſuch as grew 
ppon the ſame Root; 1 mean, the immediate Pa- 
rent, Mal. 1.2. Was not Eſau Jacob's Brother ( ſaith 
the Lord) yet I loved Jacob, and I bated Eſau. 

3. When the Graffs are cut off, in order to 
m. {this work, tis a Critical Seaſon with them; if 
by they lye too long before they are ingrafted, or 
at take not with the ſtock, they die, and are never 
t: {more to be recovered; they may ſtand in the 
J- {{tock a while, but are no part of the Tree. 

So when Souls are under a work of Conviction, 
9) ic is a Critical time with them; many a one have t 
ir {known then to miſcarry, and never recovered a- 
it Sin; they have indeed for a time ſtood like dead 
Graffs in the ſtock, by an external dead-hearted 
d Proteflion, but never came to any thing; and as 
n | fuch dead Graffs, either fall off from the ſtock, or 
moulder away upon it, ſo do theſe, 1 Fob. 2. 19. 
4. The Husbandman when he hath cut off Grafts 
| or tender Buds, makes all the convenient fpeed he 
can to cloſe them with the ſtock ; the fooner that's 
Lone, the better; they get no good by OTF = 
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- as they are. And truly it concerns the Ser vanti n 


2 1 


ſure with Chriſt. As ſoon as ever the trembling 


and Silas immediately direct him to Chriſt, 49 


- 


ſed Oneneſs, as thoſe things da has are gined one | 


6. 17. He that is joined to the Lord. it one Spirit. The 


m—_— 


of the Lord, who are imployed in this work « 
ingrafing Souls into Chriſt, to make all the haſtY, 
they can, to bring the convicted Sinner to a clo 


ally ce 


my ye 
that 


Jaylor cried, What ſhall 1 do to be ſaved ? Pay 


16.31, 32. They do not fay, it's too ſoon fo 


thee to act Faith on Chriſt, thou art not yet bun{],, G 


bled enough, but believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt L- 
„„ CE - 7-- mo 

There muſt be an inciſſion made in the ſtock he 
before any Bud can be inoccnlated, or the ſtockſ Ban 


muſt be cut and cleaved, before the Cyon canſf bein 


be ingrafted, according to that in the Poet Ve tw 
nerit inſitio, fac ramum ramus adapt et. (i. e. art, 


75 Graffs, no living Sap the ſtocks impart, _— 
Unleſs you wound and cut them near the Heart. Nm. 


Such an laciſion or Woynd was made vponſſhat C 
Chriſt, in order to our ingrafcing into him, Job, 
19. 34. the opening of that deadly Wound gives 
Life to the Souls of Belie vers. 

6. The Graff is intimately united, and cloſely 
conjoyned with the ſtock, the conjunction is ſo 
cloſe, that they become one Tree. 


There is alſo a moſt cloſe and intimate Uaion 


betwixt Chriſt and the Squl chat believeth in him. 
It is emphatically expreſſed by the Apoſtle, 10or. 


word imports the geareſt,cloſeſt and ſtricteſt Uni- 8 
on. Chriſt and the Soul cleave together in a bleſ- 


Us another; ſo that, look as the Graff is really 
the ſtock, and the Spirit or Sap of the ſtock js 
Sy in the Graff, ſo a Believer is really (though 
oJ:ſtically) in Chriſt ;, and the Spirit of Chriſt is 
J ee N 
Wally communicated to a Believer. 7 live, faith 
"=, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me, Gal, 2. 20. 
4 4 


ON. that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
Ai him, 1 Joh. 4. 16. 
uy 7, Graffs are bound to the ſtock by Bonds 
Ide of Hay or Flags; theſe keep it ſteddy, elſe 
. ſhe Wind would Joofe it out of the ſtock. _ 
0 The Believing Soul is alſo faſtened to Chriſt 
I Bands, which will ſecure him from all danger 
u being looſed off from him any more. There 
e two Bands of this Union; the Spirit on (God's , 

art, this is the firm Bond of Union, without 

hich we could never be made one with Chriſt, 
om. $. 9. If any man bave not the Spirit of Chriſt, | 
is none of his; and Faith on our part, Epb. 3.17. 
OF bat Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by Faith. Theſe. 
Bold ſtrongly, 5 
8. Tho' the ſtock be one and the ſame, yet 
l Graffs do not thrive and flouriſh alike in it, 
ome out- grow the reſt; and thoſe that grow 
pot ſo well as the others do, the fault is in them, 

nd got in the ſtock : So it is with Souls really 
 Boited to Chriſt ; all do not flouriſh alike in him, 
e Faith of ſome grows exceedingly, 2 T be/. i. 3. 
ſhe things that be in others are ready to die, 
Ne. 3. 2. and ſuch Souls muſt charge the fault 
ppon themſelves. Chriſ# ſends vp living Sap e- 
jough, not only to make all that are in him li- 
ing, but fruitful Branches. 
= REFLE 
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REFLECTION. 3. Am 

2 1. Is it ſo indeed betwixt Chriſt Branct 
4 7 12 and my Soul, as it is betwixt the iqpul, to 
ons for l Ke. Brafred Cyen and the Stock? Whahrilt ! 8 
generate Soul. Honour and Glory then hath Chrilhg God 
conferred upon me, a poor nnworf, 6. All: 

thy Creature? What! to be made one witlhg Chriſt 
him, to be a living Branch of him, to be joineſ 4. On 
thus to the Lord! Oh! what a preferment is this gell as c 


It is but a little while fince 1 was a wild and curſeSs God 


Plant, growing in the Wildernefs amongſt then 4 moſt 
that ſhall ſhortly be cut down and faggoted vp fork ( my 8 
Hell; for me to be taken from amongſt them, ani Soul, t 
planted into Chriſt ! O my Soul! fall down anger his 


kiſs the Feet of Free Grace, that moved fo freelſe Roo 


towards ſo vile a Creature! TheDignities and Ho nd ſhal 


nours of the Kings and Nobles of the Earth, arghy of Ch 
nothing to mine; *rwas truly confeſſed by one oſe thou 
them, that it is a greater Honour to be a Memberat fall 


of Chriſt, than the Head of an Empire. Do I faySith the 
a greater Honour than is put upon the Kings offyfruitfi 
the Earth? I might have faid, it's a greater Honoufears th 
than is put upon the Angels of Heaven; for taqpall be 
which of them faid Chriſt at any time, thou arty ſuch 
Bone of my Bone, and Fleſh of my Fleſh ? Behold! 

what manner of love is this! 1 Joh. 3. f. 


H 
2. Lodk again upon the ingrafted Cyens, C ® 7 


my Soul, and thou ſhalt find, that when once they'd wh 
have taken hold of the ſtock, they live as long a5] This 
there is any Sap in the Root; and becauſe he livey am th 


eth, I ſhall live alſo, for my Life is hid with Chriſt Thy ; 


4 . * 
— — 


in God, Col. 3. 3. The Graff is preſerved in thepe fro: 


ſtock, and my Soul is even fo preſerved in Chr That 
Jefus, Jude 2. „„ . 
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3. Am I joined to the Lord as a Myſtical part | 
Branch of him? How dear art thou then, O my | 

zul, to the God and Father of my Lord Jeius 

riſt ! What ! a Branch of his dear Son! What 

God with-hold from one ſo ingratiated ? Eph. 

. 6. All is yours ( ſaith my God) for ye are Chriſt's 

| Chriſt is God's, 1 Cor. 3. 23. 

4. Once more, draw matter of InſtruQion as 

ell as comfort from this ſweet Obſervation. See- 

g God hath put all this Honour upon thee, by 

1s moſt Igtimate Union with his Chriſt, look to 

(my Soul) that thou live and walk as becomes 

Soul, thus one with the Lord ; be thou tender 

rer his Glory: Doth not that which ſtrikes at 

e Root, ſtrike at the very Life of the Graff? 

nd ſhall not that which ſtrikes at the very Glo- 

of Chriſt, tenderly touch and affect thee? Yea; 
thou tenderly affected with all the Reproaches 
at fall upon him from abroad, but eſpecially 

1th thoſe that redound to him from thine own 

afruitfulneſs. O, diſgrace not the Root that 

ars thee ; let it never be ſaid that any evil Fruit 

all be found upon a Branch that lives and is fed 

| ſuch a Root. 

The FORM | 
8 H what conſidering ſcrious Man can ſee 2 
The cloſe conjundtion of the Graff and Tree; 

and whilſt he contemplates, he doth not find | 

This Meditation grafted on bis mind? 

am the Branch, and Chriſt the Vine, 

Thy gracious hand did pluck 
e from that native ſtock of mine, 

That I bis Sap, might ſuck. X 
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Jcͤ)qe bloudy Spear did in bis Heart © 
A deep Inciſion make, 
That Grace to me he might impart, 1 
And I thereof par tale. „ 
Tbe Spirit and Faith is that firm band en © 
1 hieb binds us fa together, - wh 
Thus we are claſped he m band, 1 
And nothing can us ſever. Juſt [ 
Bleſs'd be that hand which did remove 
Me from my native place, 
This was the wonder of thy love, 
The triumph of thy Grace. 
That I a wild and curſed Plant 
© Should thus preferred be, 
Who all thoſe Ornaments do want, 
Thou maiſt in others ſee. 
As long as ere the Root doth live, 
The Branches are not dry; 
Whitſt Chriſt bath Grace aud Life to give, 
My Soul can never die. 
O Bleſſed Saviour never could 


AG raff cleave to the Tree, | an aſc 
More cloſe then thy poor creature would his 1 
vnited be with thee. : ailſto 
My Soul, diſhonour not thy Root, ather? 
: "T wil be a Shame for Dee to p 
To want the choiceſt ſorts of Fruit, mp 1 
And yet thus graffted be. 5 ri 
alt 


Thus you may Shake from graffs before they blow, I you 
Acre precious Fruit then ere on Trees did grow. fe her 


e utr 
d the. 


CHAI 


— - — 


—— —— —— ——__——_—__ 1 


The heevenh uſe of earthly things: 239 J 
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' CHAP. II Le © 
[pon the Gathering in of Fruits in Autumn. ö 


When Trees arc ſhal d, but little Fruit remains, 
Juſt ſuch a remnant to the Lord pertains. 


OBSERVATION. - 
I is a pleaſant fight in Autumn to ſee the fruit- 
ful Branches hanging full of Cluſters, which 
eigh the Boughs to the Ground. 


Aſpice curvatos pomorum pondere ramos 

Ut ſua quod peperit vix feret arbor onus, 
tc; Which I may thus Engliſh ; 

O what a pleaſant faght it is to 7 3355 | 

The fruitful Cluſters bowing down the Tree. 


But theſe laden Branches are ſoon eaſed of their 
urden, for as ſoon as they are ripe, the Husband- 
an aſcends the Tree,and ſhaking the Limbs with 
| his might, cauſes a fruitful ſhower to fall like 
ailſtones upon the ground below, which being 
ather'd to a heap, are carried ro the pound, broken 
to pieces in a Trough, and ſqueez d to a dry 
mp in the Prefs, whence all their juice and moi- 
ure runs into the Fat. How few eſcape this Fat, 

all thoſe multitudes that grew in the Orchard? 
you now look upon the Trees, you may poſlibly 
e here one, and there another, two or three upon 
e utmoſt. Branches, but nothing in compariſon 
d the vaſt numbers that are thus uſed. 
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Elect in the World, 


APPLICATION. 
His ſmall remains of Fruit, which are eith 
left upon the Tree, or gather'd in for 
hoard, do well reſemble that ſmall number of Go; 
which Free Grace hath 
ſerved out of the general ruin of Mankind. Fo 


things are excellently ſhadowed forth to us 
this ſimilitude. 


1. You ſee in a fruitful Autumn, the Trees ey: 
oppreſt and over-laden with the weight of the 
own Fruits before the ſhaking time come, and t 


they are eaſed of their burden. Thus the who 


Creation groans under the weight of their {i 


who inhabit it, Rom. 8. 22. the Creatures are in Bt 


| dage, and by an El 


nt Pro ſopopeia, are ſaid, bot 


to groan and wait for 3 The Origin 


Sin of Man brought an Original Curſe,which bu 


dens the Creature, Gen. 3. 17. Curſed is the gro 


\ X 


for thy ſake; and the Actual Sin of Man brings At 
al Curſes upon the Creature, P/al. 107. 34. Th 
the Itibabitants of the World load and burden 
as the Limbs of a Tree are burdened, and fo 

times broken with the weight of their own Fru 


2. You may obſerve it in your Orchards ever 


year, what abundance of Fruits daily fall, eith 
by ſtorms, or of their own accord; but when t 


| ſhaking time comes, then the ground is covered 


over with Fruit. Thus it is with the World. t 


Myſtical Tree, with reſpe& to Men that inhabit 
there is not a year, day or hour, to which fot 


drop not, as it were, of their own accord by a! 


tural death; and ſometimes Wars, and Epidemie 


Plagues blow down thouſands together 3 thi 
e 


* 


2 + 
* 1 2 
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Graves; theſe are as high Winds in a fruitful Or- 
by chard, but when the ſhaking time, the Autumn of 
ra the World comes, then all its Inhabitants ſhall be 
oi ſhaken down together, either by Death, or a 
rf Tranſlation equivolent thereunto, _ 
of 3. When Fruits are ſhaken down from their 
Trees, then the Husbandman ſeparates them; the 
far greater Part for the Pound, and ſome few he 
vil reſerves for an hoard, which are brought to bis 
he Table, and eaten with pleaſure. This excellently 
thi ſhadows forth that great Separation, which Chriſt 
haf will make in the end of the World, when ſome 
ſy ſhall be caſt into the Wine-preſs of the Almighties 
Bol Wrath, and others preſerved for Glory. 
Doll 4. Thoſe Fruits which are preſetved on the 
inf] Tree, or in the hoard, are comparatively but an 
dul hand ful to thoſe that are broken in the. Pound : 
o Alas ! *Tis ſcarce one of a Thouſand, and fuch a 
al ſmall remnant of elected Souls bath God reſerved 
[tj for Glory, | | 
nil I look upon the World as a great Tree, con ſiſt- 
ming of four large Limbs or Branches; this Zranch 
rui or Diviſion of it on which we grow, hath daubtleſs 
vel a greater number of God*s Elet upon it, than the 
ich other three; and yet when | look with a ſerigus 
tand conſidering Eye upon this fruitful European. 
di Branch, and ſee how much rotten and withered 
thi Fruit there grows upon it, it makes me {ay 2s Cbry- 
it /oftom did of his populous Intioch, Ah, how ſmall 
a remnait hath Jeſus Chriſt among theſe vaſt num- 
bers! Many indeed are called, hut, ah, bow fern 
are choſen! Mat. 20. 16. Alas! They are bai as 
che gleanings when the Vintage is done; here md 
ö | - there 
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there one upon its out · moſt Branches. To allude 
to that, Ia. 17.6. It was a ſad Obſervation which 


that ſearching Scholar (Mr. Brier wood) long fince | 


made upon the World, that dividing it into thirty 


equal parts, he found no leſs than nineteen of them 
. wholly over ſpread with Idolatry and Heatheniſh | 


Darkneſs; and of the eleven remaining parts no 


leſs than fix are Mabometans, fo that there remains 


but five of thirty, which profeſs the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion at large 3 and the far greater part of theſe 
remaining five, are invellop'd and drowned. in Po- 
piſn darkneſs; fo that you ſee the Reformed Pro- 
teſtant Religion is confined to a ſmall ſpot of ground 


indeed. Now, if from theſe we ſubſtract all the | 


groſly ignorant, openly profane, meerly civil, and 
ſecretly hy pocritical; judge then in your ſelves, 
—_ ſmall a ſcantling of the World falls to Chriſt's 
hare ! 

Well might Chriſt ſay, Mat. 7. 14. Narrow is 
the way, and ſtrait is the gate, that leadeth unto Life, 
and few there be that find it. And again, Luke 12. 
32, Fear not, little, little flock. The large piece 
goes to the Devil, a little remnant is Chriſt's, Rom. 
9. 27. Saints in Scripture are called Jewels, Mal. 
3. 17. Precious Pearls and Diamonds, which the 
Latines call Uniones. Quia nulli duo ſimul reperiun- 


tur ( faith Pliny) becauſe Nature gives them not 
dy pairs, but one by one. How many Pebbles to | 
one Pearl? Suitable to this notion, is that com- 


plaint of the Prophet, Aic. 7. 1, 2. Wo is me, for I 


am as when they have gathered the Summer Fruits, as 
| the Grape gleanings of the Vintage, there is no cluſter 
to eat; my Soul deſired the firſt ripe fruits; the good 
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man is periſhed out of the earth, and there is none (i. e. 
none comparatively ) upright among men. The 
Prophet alludes to. a poor hungry man, that after 
the gathering time is paſt, comes into an Orchard 
| defiring ſome choice Fruits to eat, but alas! He 
finds none; there is no Cluſter ; poſſibly here and 
there a ſingle Saint, like a ſingle Apple, here and 
there one after the ſhaking time, True Saints 
are the World's Rarieties. 


REFLECTIONS. 

I. What then will be my Lot, ; 
when that great ſhaking time ſhall , 4 Neffection 
come, who have followed the multi- jr, 3 
tude, and gone with the Tide of the ane ef the 
World?How even when [| have been multirude, 
preſſed to ſtrictneſs and ſingular di- 5 
ligence in the matters of Salvation, and told what 
a narrow way the way of Life is, have I put it off 
with this ; if it beſo, then wo to Thouſands! Ah, 
fooliſh Heart! Thouſands and ten Thovſands ſhall 
be woful and miſerable indeed to all Eternity. Will 
it be any mitigation to my miſery,that I ſhall have 
Thouſands of miſerable Companions with me in 
Hell?Or will it be admitted for a good plea at the 
Judgment-ſeat, Lord, I did as the generality of my 
Neighbours in the World did;except it were here 
and there a more preciſe Perſon, 1 ſaw none, but 
7 lived as I lived. Ah, fooliſh Sinner! Is it not bet- 

ter go to Heaven alone, than to Hel} with Come 
pany ? The worſt Courſes have always the moſt 
Imitators,and the Road to Deſtruction 1s throng- 
ed with Paſſengers. - 
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| 2. And how little better is my con- 


en jor an Elxct 
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Reflection ſiitionꝰ Who have often fathered the 


17 = 4 wickedneſs of my own Heart, upon 

the Incouragement of Mercy. This 
hath my Heart pleaded againſt Stridneſs and Duty. 
God is a mercitul God, and will not be ſo ſevere 
with the World to Damn ſo many Thouſands as 
are in my Condition ; deluded Soul, if God had 
Damned the whole Race of Adam, he had done 
them no wrong; yea, there is more Mercy in ſa- 
ving but one Man,than there is of ſeverity and ri- 
gour in Damning all : How many Drunkards and 
Adulterers have lived and died with thy Plea in 
their Mouths ? God is a merciful God; but yet his 
Word expreſly ſaith, Be not deceived, ſuch ſhall not 


inherit the Rin dom of God, 1 Cor. 5. 9. God indeed, 
is a God of [nfinite Mercy; but he will never ex- 


erciſe his Mercy to the prejudice of his Truth. 

3. O, what rich Grace is here! 
That in a general Shipwrack Mercy 
ſhould caſt forth a Line or Plank to 

ſave me! That when millions periſh, 
with a few more ſhould eſcape that perdition ! 
Was it the Father's good Pleaſure to beſtow the 
Kingdom upon a little Flock, and to make me one 


A Re fleti- . 


Soul. 


of that number? What ſingular Obligations hath 
Aerqy put upon my Soul! The fewer are ſaved, the 
more cauſe have they that are, to admire their Sa- 


vir. If but one of a Thouſand had been Damn- 
ed, yet my Salvation would have been an AQ of 


infinite Grace; but-when ſcarce one of a Thouſand 


are ſaved, what ſhall 1 call that Grace, that caſt 
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my Lot among thenmm 
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E that with ſpiritual Eyes in Autumn fees 
The beaps of Fruit which fall from ſhalen Trees, 
Like ſtorms of Hail-ſlones ;, and can hardly find 
One of a thouſand that remains behind : 
Methinks this Meditation ſhould awake 
His Soul, and mate it like thoſe Trees to ſhale. 
Of all the Cluſters which ſo lately grew 
Upon theſe Trees, Low few can they now ſhew ? 
Here one, and there another; two or three 
Upon the outmoſt branches of a Tree. 
The greateſt numbers to the Pound are born, 
Squee z d on the Trough, and all to pieces torn : 
This little handful's left to ſhadow forth 


To me God's remnant in this peopl'd Earth, 


If &re the whole Terreſtrial Globe I look, 


i 7 be Goſpel viſits but a little Nook. 


The reſt with borrid darkneſs overſpread, 
Are faſt aſleep, yea, in tranſgreſſions dead. 
Whole droves to Hell the Devil daily drives; 
Not one among ſt them once reſiſt or ſtrives, 
And in this little Heaven-inlightned ſpot, 
How vaſt an intereſt bath Satan got? 

But few of Holineſs Profeſſion make, 

And if from thoſe that do profeſs I tale 

The ſelf deluding Hypocrites, I fear 

To think how few remain that are ſincere. 

O tax not mercy that it ſaves ſo few, | 
But rather wonder that the Lord [kould ſhew 
Mercy to any; quarrel not with grace, 
But for thy ſelf God's gracious terms embrace. 


N 3 When 


— 
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M ben all were Shipwrackt, thou ſhouldſt wonder more 
. To find thy ſelf ſo ſtrangely caſt aſbore, 
And there to meet with any that can tell 
How narrowly they alſo ſcap'd from Hill. 
The ſmaller numbers mercy ſaves, the higher 
 Ingagements lye on thee ſtill to admire, 
Had the whole Species periſh'd in their ſin, 
And not one invididual faved been, 
Yet every tongue before him muſt be mute, 
Confeſs his righteouſneſs, but not diſpute, 
Or had the hand of mercy, which is free, 
Taken another, and paſs d over me; 
. kill mu/t juſtifie him, and my tongue 
Confeſi my maker had done me no wrong. 
But if my name be pleaſe to let me ſes 
Enrolld among thoſe few that ſaved be, 
What admiration (hould ſuch mercy move! 
What thanks, and praiſe, and everlaſting lave ! 


CHAP. IV. 
Upon the Cutting down of Dead Trees. 


n 


Dead barren Trees you for the Fire prepare, 
In ſuch a Caſe all fruitleſs Perſons are. 


J ATLIOE..:---- 
x Fer many years patience, in the uſe off all 
I A means £0 recover a Fruit-tree, if the Hus- 
 bauaman ſee it be quite dead, and that there can 
be no more expectation of any Fruit from it, he 
brings his Axe and hews it down by the Root 8 and 
| Be | Om 


10 


— 


* 2 
from the Orchard ir's carried to the Fire, it being 
Ithen fit for nothing elſe; he reckons it impru- 
dent to let ſuchia uſeleſs Tree abide in good ground, 
where another might be planted in its room that 
will better pay for the ground it ſtands in. I my 
ſelf once ſaw a large Orchard of Fair but fruit- 
leſs Trees, all rooted up, rived abroad, and rick- 
ed up for the Fire. 
APPLICATION, 
HUS deals the Lord by uſeleſs and barren 
Profeſſors, who do but cumber his ground, 
Mat. 3. 10. And now alſo the Axe is leid to the 
root of the trees; therefore every tree that brings not 
forth good fruit, is bewn down and caſt into tie Fire, 
And Luk. 13. 7. Then ſaid the dreſſer of (rr wine- 
yard, Behold, this three years I came ſecin, f uit on 
this fig-tree, and find none; cut it down, why cum- 
bereth it the ground? Theſe three years, alluding 
tothe time of his Miniſtry, be being ar that time 
entring upon his laſt half year, as one obſerves 
by harmonizing the Evangeliſts , ſo long he had 
waited for the Fruit of his Miniſtry among thoſe 
dead-hearted Jews; now his Patience is even at 
an end, cut them down (ſaith he) why cumber 
they the ground? I will plant others, (viz. the 
Gentiles) in their room. This hewing down of 
the barren Tree doth in a lively manuer ſhadow 
forth God's Judicial Proceedings againſt formal 
and empty Profeſſors under the Goſpel ; and the 
reſemblance clearly holds in theſe following Par- 
ticulars. 3 | | . ; ned 
1. The Tree that is to be hewn down for the 
Fire, ſtands in the 9 among other flour iſn- 
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ing Trees, where it hath enjoyed the, benefit of 
2 good Soyl, a ſtrong Fence, and much Culture; 
but being barren, theſe priviledges ſecure it not 
from the Fire. It is not our ſtanding in the viſible 
Church, by a powerleſs Profeſſion among real 
Saints with whom we have been aſſociated, and 
enjoyed the rich and excellent waterings of Ordi- 
nances, that can ſecure us from the wrath of God, 
Mat. 3 8, 9. Bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 
and think not to ſay within your ſelves, we haue A- 
braham to our father. Neither Abraham, nor A. 
brabaw's God, will acknowledge ſuch degenerate 
Children; if Abrabam's Faith be not in your Hearts, 
it. will be no advantage that Abrabam's Blood runs 
in your Feint. Twill be a poor plea for Judas, 
when he ſhall ſtand before Chr: in Judgment, to 
Fay, Lord I was one of thy Family, I Preached 
for thee, 1 did eat and drink in thy preſence: 


Let theſe Scriptures be conſulted, Mat. 7. 22. 


Mat. 25. 11, 12. Rom. 2. 17, and 25. 
- 2, The Husbandman doth not preſently cut 
don the Tree, becauſe it puts not forth as ſoon 
as other Trees do, but waits as long as there is any 
hope, and then cuts it down. Thus doth God wait 
upon barren dead-hearted Perſons, from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, and from Year to Year; for the Lord 
is long-ſufering to us-ward and not willing that 
any fraud periſh, but all come to Repentance, 2 Pet. 
3. 9. Thus the long-ſuffering of God waited in 
the days of Noab upon thoſe dry Trees, who are 


now ſmoaking and flaming in Hell, 1 Pet. 3. 20. 


He waits long on Sinners. but keeps exact accounts 
of eyery year and day of his patience, Luk. 1 2570 
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Theſe three years. And Jer. 25. 3. Theſe Twenty 
three years. 

3. When the time is come to cut it down, the 
dead Tree cannot poſſibly reſiſt the ſtroke of the 
Axe, but receives the blow, and falls before it. 
No more can the ſtouteſt Sinner refiſt the fatal 
ſtroke of death, bi which theLord hews him down, 
Eccl. 8. $. There is no man that hath power over the 
Spirit, to retain the Spirit ; neither hath he power im 
the day of death and there is no diſcharge in that war. 
When the pale Horſe comes, away you mult into 


the Land of Darkneſs: Tho? thou cry with Adrian, | 


O my poor Soul, whither art thou going! Die 
thou muſt, thou barren Profeſſor: ; tho” it were 
better for thee to do any thing elſe than die.. 
What a dreadful ſcreech will thy Conſcience give, 


when it ſees the Axe at thy Root! And fay to 5 


thee, as it is, Ezek. 7.6. An end is come, the end 


it come; it watcheth for thee, behold it is come. O, 
ſaid Henry Beauford, (that rich and wretched Car- 


dinal, Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Chancellor of 
England, when he perceived whereto he muſt) 
wherefore muſt I die? If the whole Realm would 


ſave my Life, Iam able either by Policy to get it, 
or by Riches to buy it, Fye (quoth he) will not 
Death be hired ? Will Riches do nothing? ? No, 


_— Riches nor Policy can then avail. 
That ſide to which the Tree leaned moſt 


while it ſtood, that way it will fall when it is cut 
down ; and as it falls ſo it lyes, whether to the 


South or North, Eccieſ. 11. 3. So it fares with 


— 
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_ theſe Myſtical Trees, | mean fruitleſs Profeſſars. | 
Had their Hearts and Affections inclin'd and bend- 
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ed Heaven - ward whilſt they red. that way no ſin: 
doubt they had fallen at their death; but as their 
Hearts inclined to ſin, and even bended to the r 


World, ſo when God gives the fatal ſtroke, they 


muſt fall Hell- ward and Wrath-ward; and how ÞÞ 


dreadful will ſuch a fall be? 
F. When the dead Tree i is carried out of the 
Orchard, it ſhall never be among the living Trees. 
of the Orchard any more; many years it grew a- 
mong them, but now it ſhall never have a place 
there again. And when the barren Profeſſor is 
carried out of the World by death, he ſhall never 
de aſſociated with the Saints any more. He may 
then ſay, Farewel all ye Saints among whom 1 
lived, and with whom J ſo often heard, faſted, 
prayed ; 
11, 12. 1 ſay unto.you, that many ſhall come from 
the Zaſt, and Weſt, and "North, ps.” South, and ſhall 
it down-with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, in the Ki ing 
dom of Heaven: but the Children of the Kingdom 
| ſhall be caſt forth into outer darkneſs, there ſhall. be 


weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth, 


6. When the dead Tree is carried out of the 


Orchard, the Husbandman cuts off his Branches, 
and rives him aſunder with bis Wedges. This al 

' is the Lot of barren Profeſſors. The Lord of 

mat Servant will come in a day when be looketh not: 
| for him, and will aut him aſunder ; he ſhall be diſ- 
ſected, or cut abroad. Luk. 1 2 46. 

Vo therefore conſider this, ye that furget God; 
leſt I tear (or rend) you-in pieces, Pſal. 50. 22. ©: 
. direful day! when: the ſame hand which planted, 
| Wuned, and water'd the. ſo long and ſo dender 


| ſhall never ſee your Face more, Mat. 8. 


whom they ſhall ſee in glory, and againſt Feſus: 


mercy on them, and be that formed them will ſhew 
bem no favour, Iſa. 27. 11. For the day of mercy 
is over, and the day of his Wrath is fully come. 

7. When this Tree is cleav'd abroad, then it's 
rotten, hollow inſide appears, which was the cauſe 


of it's barrenneſs; it looked like a fair and ſound- 
bodied Tree, but now all may ſee how rottten it is 


at the heart : SoGod will in that day, when he 
ſhall diſſect the barren Profeſſor diſcover the rot- 


tenneſs of his Heart, and unſoundneſs of his Prin- 


ciples and End; then they who never ſuſpected 
him before, ſhall ſee what a hollow and rotten- 
nearted Profeſſor he was. 

8. Laſtly, The fruitleſs Tree is caſt into the. 
Fire. This alſo is the end and ad iſſue of formali- 


ty, Joh. 15. 16. He is caſt forth as a branch, and is 
withered, and men gather them, and caſt them into 
the fire, and they are burned. This is an undoubted | 


truth, that there is no Plant in God's-Vineyarg,. 


but he will have glory from it by bearing Fruit, 
or glory on it by burning in the Fire. In this Fire 


ſhall they lye gnaſhing their teeth, Luk. 13. 38. 
and that both in indignation againſt the Saints, 


Chriſt, who would not ſave them; and againſt- 
themſelves, for loſing ſo fooliſhly the opportunts 
ties of Salvation. Do you behold when you-frt- | 
by the Fire, the froth that boyls out of thoſe-: 
flaming Logs? O think of that foam and rage of 
theſe undone Creatures, foaming and gnaſhing 


their Teeth in that Fire which is not quenched, 


> hall now ſtrike mortal ſtrokes at thee, and that 
r without pity : For be that made them will not have 
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Mark 9. 44. | R E. 


REFLECTION, 

1 How often have I paſſed by ſuc 

65 * barren Trees with a more barren 
Hpocrite. Heart? As little thinking ſuch 
Tree to be the Emblem of my ſelf, as 
Nebuckhadnezzar did, when he ſaw that Tree in: 
Dream which repreſented himſelf, and ſhadowed 
forth to him his enſuing miſery, Dan. 4. 13. But, 


Oh, my Conſclence ! My drouzy, ſleepy Conſci-f 


ence ! Wert thou but tender and faithful to me, 
thou wouldſt make as round and terrible an Ap- 


plication of ſuch a Spectacle to me, as the faith- 
tul Prophet did to him, v. 22. And thus wouldſt N 


thov, O my Soul, bemoan thy condition j 

Poor wretch, here I grow for a little time, a- 
mong the Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Plants of 
Renown ; but I am none of them, I was never 


planted a right Seed; ſome green and flouriſhing | 


Leaves of Profeſſion indeed | have, which deceive 
others, but God cannot be deceived; he ſees I am 

froitleſs and rotten at the heart, Poor Soul, what 
will thine end be but burning ! Behold, the Axe 
tyeth by thy Root, and wonder it is, that there it 
mauld lye fo long, and I yet ſanding ! Still mer- 
ey pleads for a fruitleſs Creature; Lord, ſpare it 
done year longer. Alas! He need ſtrike no great 


plow to ruin me, his very Breath blows t6 de- 


ruction, Job 4. 9. A frown of his Face can blaſt 


and tvin me, Pſa. 30. 6. He is daily follicited' 


by hls Juſtice to hew me down, and yet I ſtand, 
Lord, cure my Barrenneſs; I know thou had ſi 
rather ſee Eruit than EixE vpop me. 
* C Tha 
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„„ ae; 
F after pains and patience you can ſee 


No hopes of Fruit, down goes the barren Tree, 
Tou will not ſuffer Trees that are unſound, 
And barren too, to cumber uſeful ground. 
The fatal Axe is laid unto the root, | 
It's fit for fire, when unfit for fruit. 
But though this be a dead and barren Tree, 


Reader, I would not have it ſo to thee. 
May it to thee this ſerious thought ſuggeſt, 
In all the Orchard this dead Tree's the beſt, 
Think on it ſadiy, lay it cloſe to heart, 
This is the caſe in which thou waſt, or art. 
If ſo thou waſt, but now doſt live and grow 7 
And bring forth fruit what praiſe and thanks doſid 
To that wiſe Husbandman that made thee ſo. (ome x 
O think when Juſtice lifted up its hand, 

How mercy did then interceeding ſtand ! 
How pity did on thy behalf appear, 

To beg reprival for another year : _ 

Stop Lord, forbear him; all hope is not paſt, 


— 


Hie can but be for fire at the laſt, 
Though many Sermons, many a gracious call 


He hath reſiſted like a brazen Mall: 


be next may win him, when thy Grace ſhall raiſe: 


Unto it ſelf a Monument of praiſe. 
How fhould this Meditation thaw and melt 
The heart of him that bath ſuch mercy felt. 


But if thou ſtill remain a barren Ire, 


| Then here, as in a Mirrour, thou mayft ſce 


Thy wretched ſtate, when Juſtice at a blow, 


Requites God's patience m thine overthrow, 


— = 
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And = thou bear it? Can thy "ved indure 


T0 think of everlaſting hurnings ? Sure 
This muſt thy lot, thy. fearful portion be, 


If thou continue ſtil a barren Tree, 


an 
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from the 1 Orchard let us wall 
A turn i th Fields and there converſe and talk: 
128 Coms and Horſes, they can teach us ſome. +» 
Choice Leſſons, thaugh irrational and dumb. 
My Reader's weary, yet I do not fear 
Do be forſaken by one Reader vere, 


He'll doubtleſs ſtay to bear what queſtions I 
Propound to. Beaſts, aud bow they male reply. 


m The fatted Ox, or pamper d Horſe you ride, 3 
[ Thar Careleſs Mai for his care thus hide — 
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CHAP. I. 
pon the Husbandman': scare for his Cattel. 


Are care for Horſe and Oxen many take, 
Wan for their Souls, or — Children ſake. 


r — 


OBSERVATION. 


FI Husbandmen are exceſſively careful a; 
about their Cattel, riſing themſelves early, 
r cauſing theirServants to riſe betimes to proven- 
er and dreſs them, Much time is ſpent in ſome 
duntreys, in trimming and adorning their Horſes | 
ich curious Trappings and Plumes of Feathers; | 
nd if at any time a Beaſt be ſick, what care is ta- 
zen to recover and heal them? You will be ſure: 
ey ſhall want nothing that is neceſſary for them; 
yea, many will chuſe rather to want themſelves, 
han ſuffer their Horſes ſo to do; and take a great 
deal of Comfort to ſee them thrive and proſper. 
inder their hands. 
„ APPLICATION. | 
Hat one {aid of Bloody Herod.who flew bd. 
many Children at Bethlebem, That it were 
better to be his wine, than his Son, may be truly 
mough apply'd to ſome Parents and Maſters, who 
take leſs care for the ſaving the Souls of tbeirChil- 
Acdren and Servants, than they do for the Bodies of 
thoſe Beaſts which daily feed at their Stalls and 
Cribs. Many * be mas do in reference dale, 
. 
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3 of the Bodies of Beaſts, and careleſs of the Souls o, 


-. cockered up in the natural way of their own cor- 
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"Ebay Spiritedized; Or, 
oP as s Jacob did, with reſpect to the preſervs 
tion of their Bodies, when he put all the Herd; 
of Cattel before, and his Wives and little One 
behind, as he went to meet his Brother Eſa, 
'Tis a weighty faying of a grave 

Jenk. on Jude Author; I's vile ingratitude to re 
part 2. 5. 170. joyce when Cattel multiply, and re- 
dine when Children increaſe ; It's Heal 

thenifſh diſtruſt fulneſ to fear, that he who pro- 
vides for your Beaſts, will not provide for your Chil- 
dren; and it's noleſs than unnatural cruelty to be care-· 


Cb::dren. Let us but a little compare your care 
and diligence in both reſpects, and ſee in a few 
Particulars, whether you do indeed value your IF 
own, or your Children and Servants Souls, as 
you do the Life and Health of a Beaſt, | 
1. Your care for your very Horſes is expreſſed . 
early, whilſt they are but Colts, and not come to . 
do you any Service; you are willing to be at pains 
and coſt, to have them broken and brought to 
their way. This is more then ever many of them 
did for their Children; they ean ſee t hem wild 
and profane, naturally taking a ſtroke or way of Þþ 0 
wickedneſs, but yet never were at any pains or * 
» coſt to break them; theſe muſt be fondel'd and 


ruption and wickedneſs, and not a Rod or Re- 

| proof vied to break them of it. 

| - ?Tis obſerv'd of the perſiuu, that 

; Clark's Mir. they put out their Children to 

2.506. School as ſoon as they could ſpeak, 

| and woels. not ſee them in ſeven 
2 


ey 
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ra lears after, leſt their Indulgence ſhould do them 
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gurt. 


2. You keep your conſtant ſet times, 1/orni 
nd Evening, to feed, water, and dreſs your Cat- 
el, and will by no means neglect it once; but 
ow many times have you neglected Morning and 
vening Duties in your Families ? Yea, how many 
e there, whoſe very Tables, in reſpect of any 
orſhip God hath there, do very little differ from 
he very Cribs and Mangers at which their Horſes 
eed? As ſoon as you are up in a Morning, you 
re with your Beaſts before you have been with 
our God; how little do ſuch differ from Beaſts? 
and happy were it, if they were no more accoun- 
able to God than their Beaſts are. 
The end of your care, coſt and pains about your 
attel is, that they may be ſtrong for labour, and 
he more ſerviceable to you; thus you comp'y 
ith the end of their Beings, But how rare a thing 
it to find theſe Men as careful to fit their Poſte- 
Ity to be uſeful and ſerviceable to God in their 
enerations, which is the end of their Beings ? 
f you can make them rich, and provide good 
atches for them, you reckon that you have fully 
iſcharged the Duty of Parents ; if they will learn - 
> hold the Plow, that you are willing to teach 
nem ; but when did you ſpend an hour to teach 
hem the way of Salvation? R 

Now to convince ſuch careleſs Parents of the 

inouſneſs of their Sin, let theſe four Queries be 
dlemnly conſidered. | 

On, 1, Whether this be a ſufficient diſcharge of 
at great Duty which God hath laid uponChriſti- 


, 
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an Parents, in reference to their Families? Thaſbe Nan 


God hath charged them with the Souls of rheignd pait 
Families is undeniable, Deut. 6.6,7. Epb.6. 4. Iph, tis 


God had not cloathed you with his Authority tqren ſhe 


command them in the way of the Lord, he would O. 4. 
never have charged them ſo ſtrictly to yield yoghem w 
obedience as he hath done, Eph, 6. 1. Col. 3. 20h the n 


Well, a great truſt is repoſed in you, look tqhey art 


your Duty, for, without diſpute, you ſhall anq their 
{wer for it. SE zreleſs 
Q. 2. Whether it be likely, if the time off=leir C 


| Youth (which is the moulding Age) be negletedfpas to 


they will be wronght npon to any gaod aftergave th 
wards! Husbindinen, let me put a ſenſible Caſe tqQnd it 1 


you? Do not you ſee in your very Horſes, thatFhat if 


| whilſt they are young, you can bring them to anypital O 


way; but if once they have got a falſe ſtroke, andpis Exe 


by long cuſtom it be grown natural to them, thenoke P. 


there is no breaking them of it: Yea, you ſee it infieve t 


your very Orchards, you may bring a tender twigThild x 


to grow in what form you pleaſe ; but when itꝗqaſtrur 


grown to a ſturdy limb, there is no bending it af. r late 


terwards to any other form that what it natural 


ly took. Thus it is with Children, Prov. 22.641, G 
Train up a Child in the way he ſhould go, and whenſay. 1 
be is old he will not depart from it. er ſin 

Qu. 3. Whether, if you neglect to inſtruct thenſÞþ my 


in the way of the Lord, Satan, and their own na- ime az 
tural Corrupt ions, will. not inſtru them in thqhe 50 
| way to Hell? Conſider this ye careleſs Parents; Moing 


you will not teach your Children, the Devil wilþf my 
teach them; if you ſnew them not how to Pray,lithave 1 
vill wen them bow to Cyrſe and Smear, and engel in 
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e Name of theLord in vain; if you grudge time 
gnd pains about their Souls, the Devil doth nor. 
ph, tis a ſad conſideration, that ſo many Chil- 
dren ſhould be put to School to the Devil! 
42. 4. What comfort are you like to have from 
nem when they are old, if you bring them not up 
h the nurture and admonition of the Lord when 
hey are young? Many Parents have lived to reap 
A their old Age, the fruit of their own folly and 
zreleſsneſs, in the looſe and vain Education of 
fiteir Children. By Zycurgus his Law, no Parent 
as to be relieved by his Children in Age, if he 
Ive them not good Education in their Youth ; 
nd it is a Law at this day among the Switzers, 
That if any Child be condemned to die for a ca- 
pital Offence, the Parents of that Child are to be 
is Executioners; theſe Laws were made to pro- 
woke Parents to look better to their Charge. Be- 
eve this as an undoubted Truth, That that 
Thild which becomes (through thy default) an 
nſtrument to diſhonour God, ſhall prove ſooner 
Ir later a Son or Daughter of Sorrow to thee. 
; REFLECTIONS. 
J. God hath found out my fin this 
Hay. This hath been my practice e- 
er ſince I had a Family committed 
d my Charge; I have ſpent more 
ime and pains about the Bodies of my Beaſts,than 
Pe Souls of my Children; Beaſt that Iam for ſo 
Poing; little have I conſidered the pes outen ä 
bf my own, or their Immortal Souls. How careful 
ave I been to provideFodder to preſerve.myCat- 
Fel in the Winter, whilſt I leave my own and their 
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Souls to periſh to Eternity, and make no proviſ parat 
on for them? Surely my Children will one daſen; t. 
Curſe the time that ever they were born untipey ſh: 
ſuch a cruel Father, or of ſuch a mercileſs Motherſence o 
Should I briag home the Plague into my Familyſthen ! 
and live to ſee all my poor Children lie dead dat] be 


the Walls, if 1 had not the heart of a Tyger, ſuchheir re 


a ſight would melt my Heart; and yet the deathharpec 
of their Souls, by the Sin which 1 propagated ticked 
them, aſfeæds me not! Ah, that I could a, 1 haqme t. 
done as much for them, as L have done for a Beaſſeaſt, tl 
that periſheth! _ 
: 2. But unhappy wretch that I am 
Po Ref ag God caſt a better Lot for me, Ia /o. 
bediems Chats the Offspring of Religious and tende N 7 
of a Gracio Parents, who have always deeply conſpe p x 
arent, cerned themſelves in the ever laſting ho xe; 
fate of my Soul; many Pravers andi art 
Tears have they poured out to God for me, botiſhat Pa 
in my hearing as well as in ſecret ; many holy andere 
wholſom Counſels have they from time to timeke Be 
dropt upon me; many precious Examples have that 
they ſet in their own practice before me; mani bot 
a time when J have ſinned againſt the Lord, haveh care 


they ſtood over me with a Rod in their Hands Je do 
and Tears in their Eyes, uſing all means to re- ben) 


— — 


claim me; but like an ungracious wretch I haveid wi 
ſlighted all their Counſels, grieved their Hearts * © 

and imbittered their Lives to them, by my ſinful 
courſes. Ah,my Soul ! thou art a degenerate Plant 
better will it be with the Offspring of Infidel: 
than with thee,if Repentance prevent not; now 
live in one Family with them, but ſhortly I ſhall be 
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Eparated from them, as far as Hell is from Hea- - 
Fen; they now tenderly pity my Miſery, but then 
They ſhall apprave and applaud the Righteous Sen- 
&nce of Chriſt upon me: So little Priviledge ſhall 
then have from my Relation to them, that they 
all be produced as Witneſſes againſt me, and all 
Heir rejected Counſels, Reproots, and Examples, 
Harged home upon me, as the aggravations of my 
Fickedneſs; and better it will be, when it ſhall 
me to that,-that I had been brovght forth by a 
Seaſt,than ſprang from the Loins of ſuch Parents. 


The POEM. 

Our Cattel in fat Paſtures thrive and grow, (ſo, 

There's nothing wanting that ſhould make them 
e p imper'd Hor fe commends his Maſter's care, 
bo neither Pains or Coſt doth grudge or ſpare. 
Gut art not thou mean while-the verieſt Fool, | 
Mat Pamper'ſt Beaſts, and ſtarv'ſt thy Precious Soul? 
were well if you could die, as now you live, 
nete Beaſts; and had no more account to give. 
J that theſe Lines your Folly might detect 
both your own and Childrens Souls negletF, 
eh care for Beaſts, O Man, prepare to hear 
de doleſul Language, that Cre pierc'd thine Ear ! 
Eben you your Children once in Hell ſhall meet, 
ved with fuch Language their Damn'd Parents greet. 
s“ O curſed Father, wretched Mother, why 
ug! Was I your of-/pring ? Would to God that I 
Wy Had ſprung from Tygers, who more tender be 
e“ Unto their young, than you bave been to me, 
“ E/ow did you ſpend your thoughts. time, care & coſt 
de About my- Body, whilſt my Soul was loſt ? 
ec WET „ Dia 
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„Did you not know I bad a Soul that muſk PV His 
Live, when this Body was reſolu*d to duſt * mes b 
* You could not chuſe but underſtand if I Pet um 
e Without an Intereſt in Chriſt did die, | leſs d 
&« It needs muſt come to this; O how could you E h 
% Prove ſo remorſleſs, and no Pity ſhew! itch 
* Oh cruel Parents! I may curſe the day 
% That I was born of ſuth as did betray - 
“ Their Child to endleſs Torments, Now muſt 
* With, and through you, in flames for ever lye, 
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Let this make every Parent tremble, leſt reatu 

He loſe bis Child, whilſt caring for his Beaſk. 0 

Or leſt bis own poor Soul do ſtarve and pine, a, 9 

FF bil/t be takes thoughts for Horſes, Sheep and Kine: : 3 . 

N — | — eir v 

5 | i 38. rvice. 

2” | 3 fron 

| Upon the hard Labour and cruel U ſagſe bot 
„ of Beaſts. d ſer 

2 Ploy 

' When under loads your Beafts do groan, think thap"ds 

| How great a mercy tis that you are Men. 4 
the 

OBSERVATION. | othe 


Hough ſome Men be exceſſively careful an <> 
tender over their Beaſts(as was noted in ti Un 
former Chapters ) yet others are cruel and merc + 
leſs towards them, not regarding how they rid pou 
or burden them. How often have I ſeen theſſod tb 
fainting vader their loads, wrought off their Leg,” | 
and turned out, with galled Backs, into the Field 
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High-ways to ſhift fot a little Graſs ? Many. 
mes have I heard and pitied them, groaning un- 
r unreaſonable Burdens, and beaten on by mer- 
Heſs drivers, till, at laſt, by ſuch cruel uſage, 
ey have been deſtroyed, and then caſt into a 
icch for Dogs Meat 
APPLICATION. 
"Uch ſights as theſe ſhould make Men thankful 
P for the Mercy of their Creation, and bleſs their 
Pentiful Creator, that they were not made ſuch 
'Freatures themſelves. Some Beaſts are made ad 
am, only for Food, being no otherwiſe uſeful to 
an, as Swine, &c. theſe are only fed for laughs 
Ir, we kill and eat them, and regard not their 
ies and ſtruglings when the Knife is thruſt to 
cir very Hearts; others are only ad uſum, for 
rvice, whilſt living, but unprofitable when dead, 
Horſes ; theſe we make to drudge and toyl for 
from day to day, but kill them not; others 
ige both ad eſum, et uſum, for food when dead, 
d ſervice whilſt alive, as the Ox. Theſe we make 
Plow our Fields, draw our Carriages, and after- 
btards prepare them for ſlaughter. 
But Man was made for nobler ends, created Lord 
the lower World; not to ſerve, but to be ſerved 
other Creatures; a Mercy able to melt the hard- 
zul Heart into thankfulneſs. I remember, Luther 
eſling men to be thankful, that they 
rde not brought into the loweſt con- Inber in 3. 
ration of Creatures, and to bleſs Precept. 
nelled that they can ſee any Creature 3 
eg themſelves, gives us a famous inſtande in the 
Mo wing Story: Two Cardinals (faith he) riding 
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in a great deal of Pomp t&the Council of Con 
man in the Fields 
weeping and wailing bitterly, they rode to him 
and asked what he ailed ? Perceiving his Eye in 
tently fixed upon an ugly Toad, he told them tha 


ſtance, by the way they hea 


his Heart was melted with the conſideration of thi 


Mercy, that God had not made him ſuch a de 


formed and loathſome Creature, though he wer 
formed out of the ſame Clay with it: Hoc eſt qui 
amare fleo, ſaid he, This is that, that makes m 
weep bitterly. Whereupon one of the Cardin 


cries out, Well, ſaid the Father, the unlearned wil 


riſe and take Heaven, when we with all oar Learn 
ing ſhall be thruſt into Hell. 
the Heart of this poor Man, ſhould melt eve 
Heart, when we behold the Miſery to which the! 
poor Creatures are ſubjected. And this will appe 
a Mercy of no {light Conſideration, if we b 
draw a Compariſon betwixt our ſelves and theſ 
irrational Creatures, in theſe three Particylars, 
1. Though they and we were made of the ſam 
mould and clay, yet how much better hath G 
dealt with us, even as to the ontward man? Tl 


ſtructure of our Bodies is much more excellent 


God made other creatures by a word of Comma 
but Man by Counſel; it was not be Thou, but | 
Us make Man. We might have been made Stoni 


without ſenſe, or Beaſts without reaſon, but we 


were made Men. The noble ſtruQure and ſy 
try of our Bodies invites our Souls not only 
thankfulneſs but admiration. David ſpeaking 
the curious frame of the Body, faith, I am wona: 
fully made, Pſal. 139. 14. or, as the vulgar re: 
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1 t, painted as with a Needle; like {ome rich piece 
$ of Needle-work curiouſly Embroidered with 
[Nerves and Veins: Was any part of the common 
lump of Clay thus faſhioned ? Galen gave Epicurus 
Ian hundred years time to imagine a more commo- 
dious Situation, Configuration, or Compoſition of 
eany one part of a humane Body; and (as one 
< faith) it all the Angels in Heaven had ſtud ied to 
Ithis day, they could not have caſt the Bo of 
Iman into a more curious Mould, 
2. How little eaſe or reſt have they ? They live 
not many jcars, and thoſe they do is in Bondage 
and Miſery, groaning under the effects of ſin; but 
4 God hath provided better for us, even as to cr 
Joutward Condition in the World; we have the 
more reſt, becauſe they have ſo little. How many 
refreſhments and comforts hath God provided 
for us, of which they are uncapable ? If we be 
| weary with labour, we can take our reſt; but 
freſh or weary, he; maſt ſtand to it, or link un- 
der it from day to day. 
3. What a narrow capacity hath God given to 
Beaſts ! What a large capacity to Man! Alas, they 
are only capable of a little ſenſitive pleaſure; as you 
ſhall ſee ſometimes, how they will frisk in a green 
4 Paſture, this is all, they be capable of, and this 
death puts an end to; but how comprehenſive are 
our Souls in their capacities We ate made in the 
Image of God, we can look beyond preſent things, 
and are capable of the higheſt happineſs, and that 
to all Eternity; the Soul of a Beaſt is but a material 
form, which wholly depending upon, muſt needs 
die with the Body, but our _ are a Divine ſpark 


For blaſt, and when the Body dies, it dies not 
with it, but ſubſiſts even in its ſeparated ſtate. 


REFLECTIONS. 

8 1. How great a (in is ingratitude 
E 7 . pet to God, — ſuch a 3 but 

thankful Sin- choice Mercy of Creation, and Pro- 
ner. © viſion formein this World? There 
| 15 no Creature made worſe by kind- 
neſs, but Man. There isa kind of gratitude which 
I may obſerve even in theſe brute Beaſts; they do 
in their way acknowledge their BenefaQors ; the 
Ox knows his Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter*s Crib. 
How ready are they to ſerve ſuch as feed and che- 
. riſh them? But I have been both unthankful and 
unſerviceable to my Creator and Benefa&or, that 

hath done me good all my days; thoſe poor Crea- 
tures that ſweat and groan under the loads that I 
lay upon them, never ſinned againſt God, nor tranſ- 
greſſed the Laws of their Creation as I have done; 
and yet God hath dealt better with me than with 

them. Oh that the Bounty of God, and his di- 
ſtinguiſning Mercy between me and the Beaſts that 
periſh, might move and melt my Heart into thank- 
fulneſs! O that I might conſider ſeriouſly what the 
higher and more excellent end of my Creation is, 
and might more endeavour to anſwer and live up 
to it! Or elſe (O my Soul) it will be worſe with 
thee than with the Beaſts. *Tis true, they are un- 
der Bondage and Miſery ; but it is but for alittle 
time, death will end all their pains, and eaſe them 
of 21] their heavy loads 3 but I ſhall groan to all 


Eternity, under à hezvier burden than n . 
5 felt; 
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felt; they have no account to give, but ſo have I. * 
What comfort is it that I have a larger capacity 
than a Beaſt hath ? That God hath endowed me 
with Reaſon, which is denied to them? Alas! 
This will but augment my Miſery, and enlarge me 
to take in a greater * of anguiſh. 

2, But how many ſteps (O my ; 
Soul) maiſt thou aſcend in the „ fr an 
praiſes of thy God, when thou con- goal. 
ſidereſſ the Mercies that God hath 

| ſtowed upon thee! Not only in that he made thee 
not a Stone or Free without ſenſe, or an Horſe or 

Dog without reaſon ; but that thou art not an 

Infidel without light, or an unregenerate Perſon 
without Grace. What! To have ſenſe, and all the 

q delights of it, which Stones have not; reaſon, with 
the more high and noble pleaſures of it, which 

Beaſts have not; the light and knowledge of the 

great things of the Goſpel, which the Heathens 

have not; and ſuch an expectation and hope of 
unconceivable Glory and Felicity, which the un- 
ſanctified have not. O my Soul! How rich! How 
bountiful hath thy God been to thee! Theſe are the 
overflowings of his love to thee, who waſt mould. 
ed out of the ſame lump with the Beaſts that groan 
on Earth, yea with the Damned that howl in Hell, 
well may I ſay, that God hath been a good God 
to me. | 
5 | The POEM. 
Hen I behold a tyrcd Jade put on  ( gone, 

V With Whip and Spur till all his ſtrength be 
See ſtreams of ſweat run down his bleeding ſides, 
How little mercy's ſhewn by him that rides: 

„„ S - if 4: 
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I more thankleſs to my God don't prov 
Than ſuch a Rider's mercileſs. "twill —— 
Ay Soul to praiſe; for who ſees this, and can 
But bleſs the Lord, that be was made a Alan? 
And ſuch a faght the Rider ought to move, 
This Meditation duly to improve. 7] 
What bath this Creature done, that be ſhowd be | 
Thus beaten, wounded, and EY out by me ? 3 
He 1s my Fellow-creature, tis meer Grace, 
I had not becn in his, be in my caſe, 5 
Unpratefſul, ſtupid Tan! G a might have made 
Ae bear the Saddle, as I ſee this Jade. 
He never ſinn' d, but for my ſin doth lye 
Subjected unto all this Miſery. 
Lord, make my Heart velent, that J ſtould be 
To thee more uſeleſs, than my Hor fe to me. 
Hie did bis utmoſt, went as long as ever 
His Legs could bear him; but for me I never 
T bus ſpent my ſtrength for God, but oft have been'® 
Too prodigal thereof in ways of ſin; 
Though he's the Horſe, and I the Man, *tmill be 
Far better with my Horſe one day than 1 me, 
Unleſs thy Grace prevent, and ſuperadd = 
A new Creation unto that ] had. 
| Could every Rider fix a ſerious thought 
On ſuch a Subjelt, and berchy be taught 


To ſpiritualize it, and improve it thus, he 
How ſweet would tedious Journeys be to us ! E 
But ſuch a task, a graceleſs Heart digs out > 
More than the tyred Horſe I write about. P 
El 
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CHAP. II. 
Upon the ſeeking of loſt Cattel. 


When ſeeking your loſt Cattel, keep in mind, 
J hat thus Chriſt Jeſus ſeeks your Souls to find. 


OBSERVATHLHON: 
TXT Hen Cattel are ſtrayed away from jour 
Fields, you uſe all care and diligence to 
recover them again, tracing their footſteps, cry- 
ing them in Market-Towns, ſending your Servants 
abroad, and inquiring your ſelves of all that you _ 
think can give news of them. What care and 
pains Men will take in ſuch caſes, was exemplified 
in Saul, 1 Sam. 9. 4, 5. who with his Servant pal- 
ſed thro' Mount Ephraim, to ſeek the Aſſes that 
were ſtrayed from his Father, and thro' the Land 
of Shaliſha, and thro' the Land of Sbalim, and 
they were not there, and thro' the Land of the 
Benjamites, but found them not, 


APPLICATION. 3 
H E care and pains you take to recover your 
loſt Cattel, car ries a ſweet and lively repre- 
ſencation of the love ofJeſus Chriſt, in the recovery 
of loſt Sinners. Jeſus Chriſt came on purpoſe from 
Heaven, upon a likeErrand,to ſeek and to ſave that 
which was loſt, Mat. 18. 11. There are ſeveral 
Particulars in which this glorious deſign of Chriſt 
in ſeeking and ſaving loſt Man, and the care and 
pains of Husbandmen in recovering their loſt Car- 
. N „ 
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tel, do meet and touch, though there be as many 
- Particulars alfo in which they differ; all which 1 
- Hall open under the following Heads. 
1. We ſometimes find that Cattel will break out 

cf thoſe very Fields where they have been bred, and 
where they want nothing that is needful for them. 


— 
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Juſt thus, loft man departed from his God, brake 
out of that pleaſant encloſure where he was abnn- 


 Uantly provided for, both as to Soul and Body ; 


yet then he brake over the Hedge of the Command, 
and went aſtray, Ecclel. 7. 29. Lo this only bave 1 


found, that God made man upright, but be ſought out 


to himſelf many inventions. He was not content and 
latished with that bleſſed ſtate God had put him 


into, but would be trying new concluſions to the 


toſs and ruin both of himſelf and his Poſterity. 


2. Strayers are evermore Sufferers for it; all they 
get by it, is to be pinned and pounded; and what 


did Maa get by departing from his God, but Ruin 
and Milery to Soul and Body: Will you have an 


Ahreviate of his Sufferings and Loſſes? (the full 


account none can give you) why? By ſtraying 


from his God, he loſt the rectitude and holineſs of 


his Nature; (like a true ſtrayer) he is all dirty 
and miry, over ſpread and beſmeared both in Soul 
and Body, with the odious filthineſs of fin; he loſt 

the liberty and freedom of his Will to good; a 
precious Jewel of ineſtimable value: This is a real 


Miſery incurr'd by the Fall, though ſome have ſo 


far loſt their underſtandings and humility, as not 


to own it; he hath loſt his God, his Soul, his 


' Happineſs, and his very Bowels of Compaſſion 
— himſelf in this miſerable ſtate, 


: 3. When 
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| be but one of the Flock or Herd, you leave all thi 


if he had ſaid, Poor Creatures they have loſt theme 
ſelves, and are become a prey to the Devil, in a 


fee the fruit of the travel of bis Soul, lia. 53. Tea, + 
there is more joy in Heaven over one ſinner that re- 
| penteth, than ninety nine juſt perſons thut need no re- 


"" The heavenly uſe of earthly things. 17. 
3. When your Cattel are ſtrayed, yea, tho? it 


reſt, and go after that which is loſt : So did Je/ill 
Chriſt, who in the fore-cited place, Mat. 18. 12 
compares himſelf to ſuch a Shepherd ; he left Hea- 
ven it ſelf, and all the bleſſed Angels there, t 
come into this World to ſee loſt man. O the pres 
cious eſtcem, and dear love that Chriſt had to poor 
Man ! How did his Bowels yearn towards us in cur; 
loſt ſtate ! How did he pity us in our Miſery ! As 


periſhing ſtate; I will ſeek after them, and ſave 
them. The Son of Man is come to ſeek and to ſave.. 
4. You are glad when you have found your * 

ſtrayers ; much more is Chriſt when he hath found - 
a loſt Soul. O tis a great Satisfaction ta him tr. | 
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pentance, What demonitrations of joy and glad- 
neſs did the Father of the Prodigal give, when he 
had found his Son that was loſt ? Luk. 15. 20, 


F. When you have brought home your ſtrayers, 


you ſometimes clog them, to prevent their wan- | 


dring again, and ſtop up the gaps with Thorrs ; 
and ſo doth God oftentimes by ſuch Souls as are 
\ recovered and brought home to Chriii ; be hangs 


a clog of affliction to prevent their departure 


from God again, 2 Cor. 12. 7 


But then there are five Particulars in which 
Chriſt ſeeking loſt Souls, and your ſeeking loſt 
Cattel differ; x : | 
8 4 
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- 1. Your Cattel ſometimes find the way horne 
themſelves and return to you of their own accord; 
+ but loſt Man never did, nor can do ſo; he was his 
o Deſtroyer, but can never be his own Saviour; 


9 


it was pofſible for him not to have loſt his God, 
dut having once loſt him, can never find him again 


of himſelf. Alas! His Heart 5s bent to backſliding, 


he hath no will to return. Hear how Chriſt com- 


Plains, Joh. 5. 40. Te will not come unto me. Man's 


recovery begins in God, not in himſelf. 


2. Vour Servants can find, and bring back your 


joſt Cattel as well as you; but fo cannot Chriſt's 
Servants. Miniſters may diſcover, but cannot re- 
cover them; they daily ſee, but cannot fave them; 


lament them they can but help them they cannot; 
iztreat and beg them to return they can, and do, 


dut prevail with them they cannot. Melanct bon 


-thonght when he began to preach, to perſwade all; 


but old Adam was too hard for young Melancthon. 
3. Vou ſeek all the Cattel that are ſtrayed from 


you, eſpecially the beſt ; but Jeſus Chriſt only ſeeks 


poor loſt Man, There were other Creatures, and 
ſuch as by Nature were more excellent, that loſt 
their God and themſelves; I mean the Apoſtate 
Angels; but he came not to ſeek them : Herein 
his fingular love to Man appears. 


4. When yon have recovered and brought home 


your loſt Cattel, you may loſe them the ſecond 
time, and never recover them again, but fo cannot 


F * cus 3 


Chriſt. Man once recovered is for ever ſecured 


by him. All that thou haſt given me I have kept, 
and not one of them is loſt, but the Son of Perdition ; 


and he was never ſavingly found, Job. 19. 12.- 
nathan loads 


— — — — ä — 38 Ga 


 - The heavenly aſe of earthly things. 28 

5. Though you prize your Cuttel, yet you will 
not venture your Life for the recovery of them ; 
rather let them go than regain them with ſuch an 
hazard; but Jeſus Chriſt not only ventured, bat 
actually laid down his Life to recover, and fave 
loſt man: He redeemed them at the price of his 
own Blood; he is that good Shepherd that laid 
down his Life for the Sheep. O the ſurpaſſing * 
love of Chriſt to loſt Souls | | 


a 


wh » 
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1 REFLECTIONS. | 
q 1. Lord, I am a loſt Creature, an 3 g 
undone Soul; and herein lyes my nf Tk | 
| | miſery, that l have not only toſt my gon. | 
God, but haveno Heart to return to 9 
„him! Nay, I fly from Chriſt, who is come on pur f 


poſe from Heaven. to ſeek and to ſave me; his 
Mieſſengers are abroad ſeeking for ſuch as Jam, but 
; | LT avoid them, or at leaſt refuſe to obey. their call! 
| and perſwaſions to return. Ah, what a miferable 
- | ſtateaml in! Every ſtep I go is a ſtep towards. 
Hell; my Soul, with the Prodigal, is read to pe- 
riſh in a ſtrange Countrey ! But l have no mind, 
with him to return home,; wretched Soul, war 
will the end of this be? If God have loſt thee, the 
Devil hath found thee; he takes up all ſtrayers 
from God: Vea, Death and Hell will ſhortly find 
thee, if Chriſt do not; and then thy recovery 
(O my Soul!) will be impoſſivie:- Why fit I here 
periſhing and dying! I am not yeb as irrecoxera- 
bly Ioſt as the Damned are. O let me delay-no»- 
longer, leſt I be Joſt for ever. 
l . „ 2.0: ] 
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| 2, O my Soul! for ever bleſ; 
%. for 4 and admire the love of Jeſus Chriſt, 
- - was Joſt, buy who came from Heaven to ſeek and 
| 1 E ſave, ſuch a loſt Soul as I was. Lord, 
8 how matchleſs is thy love! I was 
. Joſt, and am found. 1 am found, and did not 
/ ſeek ; nay, I am found by him from whom l fled. 


Thy ove O my Saviour, was a preventing love, 


f 2 wonderful love; thou lovedſt me much more 

than 1 loved my ſelf; I was eruel to my own Soul, 
dat thou waſt kind; thou ſoughteſt for me, a loſt 
- Sinner, and not for loſt Angels; thy hand of 
Grace caught hold of me, and hath let go Thou- 


nds, and ten Thouſands, as good as my ſelf by | 


nature. Like another David. thou didſt reſcue my 
poor Joſt Soul out of the mouth of the Deſtroyer; 
yea, more then ſo, thou didſt loſe thine one Life 
70 find mine: And now, dear Jeſus, fince Lam 
thus marvelleuſly recovered, ſhall I ever ſtraggle 
again from thee ? O let it for ever be a warning 

| to me, how | turn aſide into by-paths of fin any 


| more. 
The POEM. 


| W vom your Fields a are 3 
9 3 And you to feek them through — ride, 
Inquiring for How all along the way, 


"7 racking. their Footſteps where they turn aſide ; 


. One Servant this way ſent, another that, 
_ Searching the Fields and Countrey round about : > 
This meditation nom falls in ſo pat, 


. & — ta enquire Jon: outs 


* * | 
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eſs | M Beaſts are loſt, and ſo am I by ſin, b 
iſt | Ay wretched Soul from God thus wandring went, 
nd As I ſeek them, ſo was 1 ſought by him, A 
rd, | Who from the Father's Boſom forth was ſent. 


wot | Purſu'd by Sermons, follow'd cloſe by Grace, 
And ſtrong Convidions, Chriſt bath ſought for me, 
re | Tea, though I ſhun him ſtill be gives me chaſe, 
rel 4 if reſolv/d I (hould not Damned be. 


1, | - 
t When Angels loft themſelves it was not fo, 
of | G04 did not ſeek, or once for them enquire, 


u- But ſaid, Let theſe Apoſtate Creatures go,” 
y | +3 plague them for it with Eternal Fire. 


4 Lord what am I, that thou ſhouldſt ſet thine Eyes | 
e | And ſtill ſeck after ſuch a wretch as 1 ? 
+ | Who matcblefs Mercy, and rich Grace deſpiſe, - 


10 
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As if in ſpright thereof reſolv d to die. 


N 
& 
: Why ſhould I ſhun thee ? Bleſſed Saviour, why 
Should I avoid thee thus ? Thou doſt not chaſe- 
| My Soulto ſlay it; O that ever I | 
Sbould fly a Saviour that's ſo full of Grace. 


Long baſt thou ſought me, Lord, I now return . | 
let thy Bowels of compaſſion ſound, =_ 

For my departure I ſincerely mourn ; : : 
And let this day thy wandring Sheep be fund. 


Py . 
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one hath more than he can eat, 
; Eat more if be bad ir. 


CHAP. IV. 
Upon the Feeding, of Fat Cattel. 


Fat Beaſts you kill, the Lean yc uſe to ſave ;, 
&od's Diſpenſations ſome ſuch meaning have. 


OBSERVATION. 


[ is a good Obſervation of a Father, and well 


applyed ; Fitul: triturantes quotidie ligantur, vi- 
tuli mattandi quotidic in paſcuis libere relinquuntur. 
Oxen for ule are daily yoaked and kept ſhort, 
whilſt thoſe that are deſigned for the Shambles, are 


let looſe in green Paſtures to feed at pheaſureʒ Store 


Beaſts fare hard, and are kept lean and low; Feed- 
ing Beaſts are excuſed from the Yoke, whillt others 
are laboured and wrought hard every day; the 
the other would 


APPLICATION. 


Fiss deals the Lord: oft-times with his own 


| Elect, whom. he deſigns for Glory; and with 


the wicked, who are preparing for the day of 


wrath. Thus are they filled witch earthly Proſperi - 


dy, and Creature enjoyments, like ruſty and wan- 
ton Beaſts turned out at liberty in a fat Paſture, 
- Whilſt poor Saints are kept hard and ſhort, Amos 


1. 4. Hear this word, ye kine of Baſhan, that are in 
| the mountains of Samaria, which oppreſs the poor, and 
cruſh the needy. Theſe Metaphorical Kine of the 
- proſrerous Oppreſſors of the World, full fed, and: 
Vanton wicked men. "Lis true, Heaven hath not 


- woes - " 


. 


py 
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moſt of the things of this World upon them that 


all the Poor, nor Hell all the Rich; but it's a very : 
common diſpenſation of Providence, to beſtow 


have no Portion in Heaven; and to keep them 


ſhort on Earth, for whom that Kingdom is pro- 
vided. Let me draw forth the Similitude in a 
few Particulars, | 


1. The Beaſts of ſlaughter have the fatteſt pa- 
ſtures; ſo have the ungodly in the World; Their 
eyes ſtand out with fatneſs, they have more than heart 
could wiſh, Pſal. 73. 7. Their Hearts are as fat as 


1 an th + MET — 


greaſe, Fſal. 119. 70. Theſe be they that fleet off 


the Cream of earthly Enjoy ments, whoſe bellies are 


filled with hidden treaſures, Pſal. 17. 14. The earth 
is given into the hand of the wicked, Job 9. 24. O, 


what full Eſtates? W hat an affluence of earthly de- 
lights hath God caſt in upon ſome wicked men? 


There is much wantonneſs, but no want in their 


dwellings ; Some that now know not which way 


to turn themſelves in Hell, once knew not where to 


beſtow their Goods on Earth. 
2, Feeding, grow wanton in their full paſtures; 


there you ſhall ſee them tumble and frisk, and kick 


up their heels. The ſame effect hath the proſperit 
ef the wicked, it makes them wanton; their Life 


is but a diverſion from one pleaſure to another, 
Job 21. 11, 12, 13. They ſend forth their little ones 


ite a flock, and their Children dance; they take the 


timbrel, and harp, and re jayce at the ſound of the or- 
gan; they ſpend their days in wealth, and in a mamen? 
go down to the grave. The fame Character doth. 
the Prophet Amos give of them, Amos 6. 4, 5,6: 
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They ſtretch themſelves upon beds of 1yory, arink wine 
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in blows, &c. and no ſorrow goes to their hearts 
Theſe are they that live in pleaſures vpon Earth, 
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as a Fiſh in the Water, Jam. 5. 5. 

3. Theſe fat paſtures do but the ſooner haſten 
the death of theſe Cattel ; the ſooner they are fat- 
ted, the ſooner they are ſlaughtered; and the pro- 
ſperity of the wicked ſerves to the ſame end. The 


Proſperity of Fools ſhall deſtroy them, (i. e.) it 


ſhall be the means and inſtrument of heating and 
heightning their Luſts, and thereby fitting them 


for deſtruction; their Proſperity is food and fuel 
to their Corruptions. Many wicked men had not 


been ſo ripe for Hell, had they not grown in the 


4. Fatted Beaſts do not in the leaſt underſtand 


the intent and meaning of the Husbandman, in al- 


lowing them ſuch large and fat paſtures, which he 


denies to his other Cattel; and as little as Beaſts, 


do wicked men underſtand the ſcope and end of 
God's Providences, in caſting Proſperity and 
Wealth upon them; little do they think their 
Tables are a Snare, a Gin, and a Trap for their 
Souls, they only (like Beaſts ) mind what is be- 
fore them, but do not at all underſtand the ten- 
dency and end of theſe their ſenſual delights. 

5. Though the Husbandman keep his ſtore-Cat- 
tel in ſhort Commons, yet he intends to preſerve 
them: Theſe ſhall remain with him; when the 


others are driven to the ſlanghter. 


Such a deſign of preſervation is carried on in all 
thoſe outward ſtraits, wants and hardſhips which 
the Lord expoſes his people to. I confeſs ſuch 


. difpenſations, for preſent, are very ſtumbliag and 
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puzzling things, even to gracious and wiſe Per- 


ſons. To ſee wicked men, not only exempted from 


their Troubles, but even oppreſſed with proſpe- 


rity ; to ſee a godly man in wants and ſtraits, and 


a wicked man have more than his heart can wiſh 
isa caſe that poſes the wiſeſt Chriſtian, till he 
conſider the deſigns and iſſues of both thoſe Provi- 


The beaventy of of earthly things. 29 
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dences, and then he acquieſces in the Wiſdom of - 


God ſo ordering it, Pſal. 73. 5, 14, 18, 23. 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. Doth my Proſperity fat me up | 
for Hell, and prepare me for the day as — 
of ſlaugther? Little cauſe have I then 9 1 


to glory in it, and lift up my heart 


upon theſe things. Indeed, God hath given, (I 
cannot ſay bleſſed me with) a fulneſs of Creature 
Enjoyments; upon theſe my carnal heart feizeth- 


greedily and ſecurely, not at all ſuſpecting a Snare 
lying ia theſe things, for the ruin of my Soul. 
What are all theſe charming Pleaſures, but ſo ma- 


ny Rattles to quiet my Soul, whilſt its Damnation 
ſteals inſenſibly upon it? What are all my Buſineſſes 
and Imploy ments in the World, but ſo many diver- 
ſions from the Buſineſs of Life? There are but two 
differences betwixt me and the pooreſt Slave the 
Devil hath on Earth, ſuch are whipt on to Hell 
by outward miſeries, and l am coached to Hell in 


a little more Pomp and honour ; theſe wilt have a 


leſs, and I a greater account in the day of Reckon- 
ing. O that I had never known Proſperity ! I am 
now tumbling in a green paſture, and ſhortly ſhall 
bs hanging op in the Shambles in Hell; if this be. 
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the beſt fruit of my Proſperity, if I were taken Cap- 
tive by cruel Canibals, and fed with the richeſt fare, 
but withal underſtood, that the deſign of it were 
to fat me up like a Beaft, for them to feed upon; 
how little a ſtomach ſhould [ have to their Dainties? 
O my Soul! it were much better for thee to have 
a ſanctified Poverty, which is the portion for ma- 
ny Saints, than an enſnaring ProfiÞerity, ſet as a 
trap to ruin thee for ever. 
Nelken allotted me but ſhort commons here, 
le — his Providence feeds me but from 
land to mouth; but Lam (and well 
may be) contented with my preſent ſtate; that 
which ſweetens it, is, that 1 am one of the Lord's 
* preſerved. How much better is a Morſel of Bread, 
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of Glory hereafter, than a fat Paſture given in, and 
fitting for the wr ath to come ? Well,fince the caſe 
ſtands thus, bleſſed be God for my preſent Lot ; 


though | have bur little in hand, I have much i in 


hope ; my preſent Troubles will ſerve to ſweeten 

my future Joys; and the ſorrows of this Life will 

give a luſtre to the Glory of the next ; that which 

is now hard to ſuffer, will then be ſweet to re- 

member ; my Songs then will be louder than my 
| Groans 1 nor. 
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5 In alas. co flowery Meadows you ſhall find, 
' Where the 
_} ee ot 


abouend with rich and Plenteous fare, 
e. gast x in commons thin aud bare: 


2. The wiſdom of my God hath 


and a Draught of Water here, with an expeltancy 
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hoſe live a ſhort and pleaſant Life, but theſe 
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otract their lives in dry and ſhorter leas. 

Thus lives the wicked, thus they do abound 

With earthly glory, and with honour crown'd. 
Their lofty heads unto the Stars aſpire, 

And radiant beams their ſhining brows attire, © - 
The fatteſt portion's ſerv'd up in their Diſh, 

Yea, they have more than t heir own he xr ts can wiſh. 
— pleaſures, crown'd with buds of May; 
They, for a time, in theſe fat Paſtures fly, 
Frisk dance and leapylike fuil-fed Beaſts; and even 
Turn up their wanton heels againſt the Heaven. 
Not underſtanding that this yleaſant life, 
Serves but to fit them for the Butcber's Knife. 

In fragrant Meads they tumbling are to day, 

To morrow to the ſlaughter led away. 

Their pleaſure's gone, and vaniſh'd like a bubble, 
Which makes their future Torments on them double. 
Mean while God's little flock is poor and lean, 
Becauſe the Lord did nere intend and mean 

This for their portion; and beſides doth know 


| TheiSouls prove beſt where ſhorteſt graſs doth grow. 


Chear up poor flock, although your fare be thin, 
Tet here is ſomeebing to take comfort in: 

Ton here ſecurely feed, and need not fear; 

T infernal Butcher can't approach you here. 
Tis ſomewhat that, but O, which far tranſcends, 
Your glorious Shepherd's coming, who intends. 


To lead you hence unto that fragrant Hill, 


Where with green paſtures he bis flocks will fill. 
On which he from Celeſtial Caſements pours 
The ſweeteſt Dews, and conſtant gracious Showers. 


Along whoſe banks Rivers of pleaſures ſlide, 


There bis bleſs'd flocks for ever (hall abide, 0 


— 
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D O envy not the worldings preſent Toys 
Which to your future Mercics are but Toys. 
Their paſture now is green, yours dry and bury 
But then the Scene is chang'd, the Tables turn 


iren, 
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Good Hushands labour for Poſterity, 


To after Ages Saints muſt bave an Eye. on 
OBSERVATION. au 


- TYRovident and careful Husbandmen do not onlÞert 
i I labour to ſupply their own Neceſſities whit$/* 
I! ring, but to lay up ſomething for their Poſteriſ® = 
ty when they are gone; they do not only leave i lo 
their Children what their Progenitors left them he 
but they deſire to leave it improved and bettered yo 
None but bad Husbands and Spend · thrifts are off 4 
the Mind with that Heathen Emperor Tiberius $04 
who having put all into ſuch Confuſions in theſſoll 
Empire, that it might be thought the World wouldſſbe 
end with him; yet pleaſed himſelf with this ap-Nha 
prehenſion, That he ſhould be out of the reach of 
it; and would often ſay, when J am dead let Hea-P® 
ven and Earth mingle; if the World will but fil 
hold my time, let it break when I am gone: But 
|  provident men look beyond their own time, and Rat 
do very much concern themſelves in the good or YO 
- _ evil of their Poſterity. APPLI- 
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ama ta hogs ous, ane Bit. 
| APPLICATION. bs 
urn Hat careful Husbands do, with reſpect to 
27 the proviſions they make for their Chil- 
Iren, that all prudent Chriſt ians are bound to do, 
ith reſpect to the Truths committed to them, 
nd by them to be tranſmitted to ſucceeding 
jaints. | | 
pol In the firſt Ages of the World, even till the Law 
as given, faithful Men were inſtead of Boobs and 
ecords ;, they did by Oral Tradition convey the 
ruths of God to Poſterity; but ſince the Sacred 
Truth hath been conſigned to Writing, no ſuch 
Tradition (except full con ſentient with that writ- 
en word) is to be received as Authentick; but 
he Truths therein delivered to the Saints, are by 
on|Ferbal Declarations, open Confeſſions, and conſtant 
rhilS#ferings,to be preſerv'd and deliver'd from Age 
terifto Age, This was the conſtant care of the whole 
e ti Cloud of Witneſſes, both Ancient and Modern 
em ho have kept the Word of God's Patience, and 
red rould not accept their own Lives, Liberties or E- 
e ofÞates, no, nor the whole World in exchange for 
ius hat invaluable Treaſure of Truth, they have care- 
theſully practiſed Solomon's Counſel, Prov. 23. 23. Buy 
uldſ be Truth, but ſell it not; they would not alienate 
ap- That fair Inheritance for all the Inheritances on 
1 ofFarth. Upon the ſame reaſons that you refuſe. to 
ea- Part with, or imbezel your Eſtates, Chriſtians 
butÞlſo refuſe to part with the Truths of God. 
zut] 1. You will not waſte or alienate your Inhert- 
nd ance, becauſe it's precious, and of great value in 
or hour Eyes; but much more precious are God's 
4 8 „ Truths 
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Truths to his People. Luther profeſſed, he won 


er, * 
not take the whole 0:4 for one Leaf of the Bib * 
Tho' ſome profane Perſons may ſay with 71; 1* 
What is Truth? Yet know that any one Truth PK. 

the Goſpel is more worth than all the InheritancF© 


upon Earth; they are the great things of (vo pſpel 


Law, and he that ſells ther: for the greateſt thing Tee 
in this World, makes a Soul-undoing Bargain. F & 


2. You will not waſte or part with your later! Ari 
tance, becauſe you know your Poſterity will If 
much wronged by it. They that bafile or driak; 
way an Eſtate, drink the Tears of their ſad WF 
dows, and the very Blood of their impoveriſhe OT, 
Children. The People of God do alto confiderp” rf 
| how much the Generations to come are concernef pf 
in the conſer vation of the Truths of God for them ' 
It cuts them to the Heart, but to think, that theiſ 80 
Children ſhould be brought up to worſhip Du 
Idols, and fall down before a Wooden and Bre- e 
den God. The very Birds and Beaſts will expoſ 
their own Bodies to apparent danger of Death t 
preſerve their young. Religion doth much mo 
intender the hearts and bowels thanNature dot 
3. You reckon it a foul diſgrace to fell your E 
ſtates, and become Bankrupts; tis a word tha; 
hears ill among you: And a Chriſtian accounts | 
the higheſt reproach in the World, to be a Trayt 
to, or an Apoſtate from the Truths of God. W he! 
the Primitive Saints were ſtrictly required to de 
liver up their Bibles,thoſe that did ſo were juſt] 
branded and huſht out of their Company, unde 
the odious Title of Traditors, or Deliverers. 
4. Youare ſo loth to part with your rom 


es; f 
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Poſe you know its hard recovering an Eſtate a- 
fin, when onde you have loſt it. Chriſtians do 
' Jo know how difficult it will be for the People of 
nd. in times to come, to recover the Light of the 
\Þſpel again, if once it be extinguiſh'd. There is 
4 Truth of God recovered out of Antichriſt's 
ds, without great wreſtlings, and much Blood, 
| he Church may call every Point of Reformed 
"þarine and Diſcipline ſo recovered, her Naph- 
, for wich great wreſtlings ſhe hath wreſt- 
for them. Farneſiiy contending for the Faith once 
bs wered to them, Jude 3. : 
eh. To conclude, rather than you will part with 
aeg Eſtates, you will chuſe to ſuffer many wants 
A hardſhips all your Lives; you will fare hard, 
eil 0 bare, to preſerve what you have for ycur 
terity : Bur the People of God have put them- 
es upon far greater hardſhips than theſe, to pre- 
Fe Truth; they have choſen to ſuffer Reproaches, 
| erty, Priſons, Death, and the moſt cruel Tor- 
ors, rather than the loſs of God's Truth, All 
tl 4artyrologies will inform you what their Suf- 
Efes have been, to keep the word of God's Pati- 
E they have boldly told their Enemies, that 
j might pluck their Hearts out of their Bodies, 
yt ſhould never pluck the Truth out of their 
© - BR. | | 
be REFLECTIONS. 
ek Baſe unbelieving Heart! How | 
a flinched and ſhronk from Truth 
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on for cowardiy 


it hath been in danger? I have ,; Hint. beart. 
er choſen to leave it, than my ed Frofeſſors. 
Liberty or Eſtate, as a prey to 


"The heavenly uſe of earthly things. . 8 
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the Enemy. I have left truth, and juſt it is, thiß- 


Vea, rather bold and dating Soul, that would 
rather venture to look a wrathful God, than ace, 


which are yet unborn may praiſe the Lordf 


me nor to ſell it, and in thy ſtrength I reſol 


never go. 


. 
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the God of Truth ſnould leave me. Coward 
Saul, that durſt not make a ſtand for Trut 


angry Man in the Face. 1 would not own and In 
preſerve the Truth, and the God of Truth wi le | 
not own me, 2 Tim. 2. 12. If we deny him, be miſt 


deny us, 5 

„„ 2. Lord! Unto me haſt tho 
fo allen ie. committed the precious Treaſunf* 3 
Fer for Truck, and Truſt of Truth; and as I ref * 
ps ceived it, fo do I deſire to deliveſ'"! 


it to the Generations to come, that the Peopl 


God forbid I ſhould ever part with ſuch a fai 
Inheritance, and thereby beggar my own, ang 
thouſands of Souls! Thou haſt given me thy. 
Truth, and the World hates me, I well knog 

that it is the ground of the quarrel; would 
but throw Truth over the Walls, how ſoo 
would a Retreat be ſounded to all Perſecutors 
But, Lord! Thy Truth is invaluably precious? 
what a vile thing is my Blood, compared with 7 


the leaſt of all thy Truths? Thou haſt charge 4 
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never to lift a Fine, and cut off that Golde 
Line, whereby thy Truths are entailed upon tif 
People, from Generation to Generation: \ 
Friends may go, my Liberty go, my Blood m 

go, but as for thee, precious Truth, thou ſh: 10 


weveny uſe of earthly things. 
v3. How dear hath this Inheritance 
r ruth coſt ſome Chriſtians? How 
thÞle hath ĩt coll us? We are entred in quiet poeſ- 

> their Labours; we reap in for of Truth. 
ace, what they ſowed in Tears; 
and in Blood. O the grievous ſufferings that they 
ide to endure! Rather than to deprive us of ſuch 
Jaheritance, thoſe noble Souls heated with the 
re of Chriſt, and care for our Souls, made many 
and brave Adventures for it; and yet, at 
t a low rate do we value what coſt them fo 
Ir? Like young Heirs, that never knew the 
zue king of an Eſtate, we ſpend it freely. Lord, 
-oplÞÞ vs thankfully and diligently to improve thy 
+ $ths, while we are in quiet poſſeſſion of them. 
falk [ntervals of peace and reſt, are uſually of no 


7 continuance with thy * 
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Publick Spirit ſcorns to Plant no Root, 
But ſuch from which himſelf may gather fruit; 
rors #145 be reaſons, if I reap the gains 
ous /aborious Predeceſſors pains, 
with dal is it, that Poſterity 
jarge d reap the Fruits of preſent induſlry ? = 
eſoldd every Age but ſerve its turn, and take 
zoldd long bt for future times; It ſoon-would male 
on tAbu⁰t N orid, and ſo entail a Cin ſe 
ge to Age, as it grows worſe and worſe. 
Jr Chriſtian Predeceſſors careful thus, 

pe been to leave an Heritage to us. 
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riſt's precious Truths conſerved in their Blood, | N. a 
no leſs price thoſe Truths our Fathers ſtood. Y 
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They have tranſmitted, would not alienate 
From us their Children ſuch a fair Eſtate. 
We eat what they did ſet, and ſhall Truth fail 
In our days? Shall we cut off th'entail, Ur 
Or end the Line of Honour ? Nay, what's worſe, 
Give future Ages cauſe to hate, and curſe 
Our memories? Like Naboth, may this Age || Dec 
Part with their Blood ſooner than Heritage, 'JOt 
Let pity move us, let us think upon = 
Our Childrens Souls when we are dead and gone. 
Shall they, poor Souls, in darkneſs grope, when n 
Put out the light, by which they elſe might ſee 
The way to Glory? Tea, what's worſe, Sball it 
Be ſaid in time to come, Chriſt did commit 
A precious Treaſure, purchas'd by his Blood, 
To us, for ours, and for our Childrens good ? 
But we, like Cowards, falſe, perfidious Men, 
For carnal eaſe, loſt it, our ſelves, and them ? | 
O let us leave to carnal Ages more 
Than we receiv'd from all that went before; tell 
That thoſe to come may bleſs the Lord, and kerl hon 
Our Names alive when we in duſt ſhall ſleep. 2 
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Upon the Husbandman's Care to prove and 
e preſerve his Deeds. 


| 


Deeds for your Lands you prove, and keep with care; 
0 that for Heaven you but as careful were! 


. OBSERVATION. 
WV. generally find Men are not more careful 
in trying Gold, or in keeping it, than 
they are in examining their Deeds, and preſerving 
them; theſe are virtually their whole Eſtate, and 
therefore it concerns them to be careful of them: 
If they ſuſpect a flaw in their Leaſe or Deed, they 
repair to the ableſt Counſel, ſubmit it to his Judg- 
„ment, make the worſt of their cauſe, and query a- 
bout all the ſuppoſeable dangers with him, if he 
tell them their caſe is ſuſpicious and hazardous, 
een how much are they perplexed and troubled ? they 
can neither eat, drink, or ſleep in peace, till they 


have a good Settlement; and willing they are to 
be at much coſt and pains to obtain it. 


APPLICATION. 
 FTTHeſe cares and fears, with which you are per- 
plexed in ſuch cafes, may give you a little 

3 of thoſe troubles of Soul, with which tbe 
people of God are perplexed atout their Eternal 

A condition, which perhaps you have been hitherto 
unacquainted with, and therefore ſlighted them as | 
Fanſies and Whimſies. I ſay, your on fears and 
| EL EF - troubles | 
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troubles, if ever you were engaged by a cunning 


and powerful Adverſary in a Law-ſuit for your 
Eſtate, may give you a little glimple of Spiritual 
Troubles; and indeed it is no more but a glimpſe 


of it: For, as the loſs of an earthly (though fair) 
Inheritance, is but a trifle to the loſs of God, and 
the Soul to Eternity; ſo you cannot but imagine, 


that the cares, fears, and ſolicitudes of Souls about 
theſe things, are much, very much beyond yours, 


Let us compare the Caſes, and ſee how they anſwer 


to each other. 


1. You have Evidences for your Eſtates, and by 


them you hold what you have in the World. 


They alſo have Evidences for their Eſtate in Chriſt, 


and Glory to come; they hold all in capite, by ver- 
tue of their Intermarriage with Jeſus Chriſt; they 


cometo be enſtated in that glorious Inheritance, | 


contained in the covenant of Grace; You have 


their tenure in that Scripture, 1 Cor. 3. 22, 23. 
All is yours, for ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, 


Faith unites them to him, and after they believe, 
they are ſealed by the Spirit of Promiſe, Eph. 1. 
13. Fhey can lay claim to no Promiſe upon any 
other ground; this is their Title to all that they 
own as theirs. 

2. It often falls out that after the ſealing and 


. executing of your Deeds or Leaſes, an Adverſary 
finds ſome dubious Clauſe in them, and thereupon | 


commences a Soit of Law with you. Thus it fre- 


_ quently falls out with the people of God, who af- 


ter their believing and ſealing time, havedoubts 


and ſcruples raiſed in them about their Title. No- 
thing is more common, than for the Devil and their 
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own unbelief to ſtart Controverſies, and raiſe 


ſtrong Objections againſt their [ntereſt in Chriſt, 
and the Covenant of Promiſes, Theſe are cunning 
and potent Adverſaries, and do maintain long 


| debates with che gracions Soul, and reaſon ſo cun- 
ninęly and ſophiſtically with ir, that it can by no 


means extricate and ſatisfie it ſelf ; always alledg- 
ing that their Title is worth nothing, which they 
poor Souls are but too apt to ſuſpect. 

3. All the while that a Suit in Law is depending 
about your Ticle, you have but little Comfort or 
Benefit from your Eſtate; you cannot look upon 
it as your own, nor lay out moneys in Building 


. or Dreſſing, for fear you ſhould loſe all at laſt, 


Juſt thus ſtands the cafe with doubting Chriltians, 
they have little comfort from the moſt comforta- 


dle Promiſes, little benefit from the ſweeteſt Du- 


ties and Ordinances; - they put off their own com- 


_ forts, and ſay, If we were ſure, that ail this 


were ours, we could then rejoice in them; but 
alas! our Title is dubious, Chriſt is a precious 
Chriſt, the Promiſes are comfortable things, but 
what if they be none of ours? Ah! how little 
coth the doubting Chriſtian make of his large and 
rich Inheritance? 
4. You dare not truſt your own Jadgments in 
ſuch caſes, but ſtate your caſe to ſuch as are Lear n- 
ed in the Laws : ; and are willing to get the ableſt 
Counſel you can to adviſe you: So are poor doubt- 
ing Chriſtians, they carry their caſes from Chriſti- 
an te Chriſtian, and from Miniſter to Miniſter, 


with ſuch requeſis as theſe. Pray tell me, what do 
you think of my conditio? Deal plainly and fait h- 
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"ly wh with me; theſe be my panes of — * 
©  andtheſe my grounds of hope. O hide nothing Hear 
from me! And if they all agree that their caſe is | joyed 

good, yet they cannot be ſatisfied till God ſay fo | ſame 
too, and confirm the word of his Set vants; and | over! 
| therefore they carry the caſe often before him, in | Souls 
ſoch words as thoſe, P/al. 138. 23, 24. Search me, | ated 
O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my Brea 


thoughts, and ſee if there be any way of wickedneſs in || it be 
me. 
5. You have little quiet in your Spirits, till the 
Caſe be reſolved, your Meat and Drink doth you 1. 
little good; you cannot ſleep in the Night, becauſe I toſſe 
theſe troubled thoughts are ever returning upon I wit! 
you: What if I ſhould be turn'd out of all at laſt? | my 
o it is with gracious Souls, their Eyes are held | tror 
walking in the Night, by reaſon of the troubles | Chr 
of their hearts, Pſal. 77.4. Such fears as theſe J ther 
are frequently returning upon their Hearts: What que 
if I ſhould be found a ſelf-deceiver at laſt? What | acc 
if | do but hug a phantaſm inſtead of Chriſt } 
How can this, or that, conſiſt with Grace? Their || to! 
Meat and Drink doth them little good; their | thr 
Bodies are often macerated by the troubles of | Ch 
their Souls. | my 
6. You will not make the beſt of your condition, | mz 
when you ſtate your Caſe to a faithful Counſellor; 
neither will they, but oft-times (poor penſive 
Souls) they make it much worſe than indeed it is; 
charge themſelves with that which God never 
charged them with, thovgh this be neither their 
- Wiſdom, nor their Duty, but the fears of miſcar- 


rying make them ſuſpect traud in all _ do or 
. have. _ Laſtl . 


Tre veeveny we op earimy roms er 
7. Laſtly, When your Title is cleared, your 
Hearts are eaſed ; yea, not only eaſed, but over- 
joyed; though not in that degree, nor with the 
fame kind of joy, that the Hearts of Chriſtians are 
overflowed, when the Lord ſpeaks peace to their 
Souls. O welcome the ſweet Morning light after 
a tedious night of darkneſs ; now they can eat their 
Bread with comfort,and drink theirWine (yea if 
it be but Water) with a merry Heart, Eccleſ.g.7. 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. O how hath my Spirit been 
toſſed and hurried, when l have met The Careleſs 
with troubles and clamours about _— s  Kepe- 
my Eſtate! But as for ſpiritual * —_ 
| troubles, and thoſe Soul-perplexing Caſes, that 
Chriſtians ſpeax of, 1 underſtand but little of 
them. I never called my Everlaſting ſtate in 
queſtion, nor brake an hours ſleep upon any ſuch 
account. Ah, my ſupine and careleſs Soul! Little 
haſt thou regarded how matters ſtand in reference 
to Eternity ! I have ſtrongly conceited, but never 
throughly examined the validity of my Title to 
Chriſt and his Promiſes; nor am J able to tell, if 
my own Conſcience ſhovld demand, wherevpon 
my claim is grounded! _. 

O my Soul! Why art thou ſo unwilling to exa- 
mige how matters ſtand betwixt God and thee? 
Art thou afraid to look into thy condition, leſt 
by finding thine Hypocriſie, thou ſhouldſt loſe thy 
peace, or rather thy ſecurity ? To what purpoſe 
will it be to ſhut thine Eyes againſt the light of 
Conviction, unleſs thou couldſt alſo find out a way 
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to prevent thy condemnation? Thou ſeeſt other 
Souls, how attentively they wait under the Word, 
for any thing that may ſpeak to their conditions. 


Doubtleſs thou haſt heard, how frequently and ſe- 


rioully they have ſtated their conditions, and o- 
pened their caſes to the Miniſters of Chriſt: But 
thou, O my Soul! haſt no ſuch caſes to put, no 


doubts to be reloived ; thou wilt leave all to the 


deciſion of the great day, and not trouble thy 


ſelf about it now. Well, God will decide it, but 


little to thy comfort. 
p EY 2. I have heard how ſome have 
N are” been perplexed by litigions Adverſa- 
bg * ries, but I believe none have been fo 
f teſſed with fears, and diſt racted with 
doubts, as I have been about the ſtate of my Soul. 
Lord, what ſhall I do? have often carried my 
doubrs and fcruples to thine Ordinances, waiting 
for Satisfaction to be ſpoken there. I have car- 
ried them to thoſe I have judged skilful and faith- 


ful, begging their reſolution and help, but nothing 


will ſtick, {till my fears are daily renewed. O my 
God, do thou decide my caſe ! tell me how the 
ſtate ſtands betwixt thee and me;my days conſume 
in trouble, I can neither do, or enjoy any good, 
whilſt things are thus with me; all my earthlyEn- 
joyments are dry and vncomfortable things ; yea, 
which is much worſe, all my Duties and thine Or- 


- dinances prove fo too, by reaſon of the troubles of 


my Heart! I am no Ornament to my Profeſſio 

nay, Iam a diſcouragement and ſtumbling-block 
to others! I will hearken and hear what God the 
Lord will ſpeak, O chat it might be peace ! If _ 
1 do 
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do not ſpeak it, none can : and when thou doſt, 
keep thy Servant from returning again to folly, | 
leſt I make freſh work for an acculing Conſcience, 


and give new matter totheAdverſary-of my Soul. 


3. But thon (my Soul) enjoyeſt a _ 
double Mercy from thy bountiful * Xo 
God, who hath not only given thee ,, - "why 


a found Title, but alſo the clear evi- 


dence and knowledge thereof. I am gathering 


and daily feeding upon the full-ripe fruits of Aſ- 


ſurar-ce, which grow upon the top Bonghs of 


Faith, whilſt many of my poor Brethren drink 
their own Tears, and have their Teeth broken 
with Gravel-ſtones, Lord, thou haſt ſet my Soul 
upon her high places; but let me not exajt my 
ſelf, becauſe thou haſt exalted me; nor grow 
wanton becauſe l walk at liberty.leſt for the abuſe 
of ſuch precious liberty, thou clap my old chains 
upon me, and ſhut up my Soul again in Priſon. 


| The POE M. | 
EN can't be quiet till they be aſſur d 
That their Eſtate 1s good, and well ſecur'd, 

To able Counſel they their Deeds ſubmit, 

Intreating them with care t examine it; 

Fearing ſome Clauſe an Enemy may wreſt, 

Or find a flaw, whereby he may deveſt | 

Them, and their Children. O who can but ſee © 

Flow wiſe men in their Generation be? 


But do they equal cares and fears expreſs 


About their Everlaſting Happineſs ? 
In Spiritual things "twould grieve ones beart to ſee 
What careleſs Fools theſe careful Men can be. 

„3 +: MS ; 


. * They at like Men of common ſenſe bereawen, | 
- Secure their Lands, and they'll truſt God for Heaven. 
How many Cafes have you to ſubmit 
To Lawyer's judgments ? Miniſters may ſit 

From Meet to Week, and yet not fee the Face 

Of one that brings a Soul- concerning Caſe. 

Tea, which is worſe ; how ſeldom do you cry - Bi 
To God for Counſel ? Or beg him to try 
Tour hearts, and ſtriceſt inquiſition make 
Into your ſtate, diſcover your miſtake ? 


O ſtupid Souls ! Clouded with ignorance ? 
4s Chriſt and Heaven no fair Inberitance, 
Compar'd with yours? Or is Eternity _ 
A ſhorter term than your's, that you ſhould ply Þ © 
The one ſo cloſe, and totally negle® = | 
The other, as not worth your leaſt reſpect? 
' Perhaps the Devil whoſe plot from you's conceaÞ'd, 
Pie ſwades your Title's good, and firmly ſeal d 
Ey God's own Spirit; though you never, found 
One ad of ſaving Gface to lay a ground 17 
For that Sw To Soul, he bath thee faſt, 
- Though he'll not let thee know it till the laſt. 


Lord, waken Sinners, make them underſtand | 

 *'Tmixt. thee and them how rawly matters ſtand. [| 

Give them no quiet reſt until they ſee 
Their Souls ſecur d bet ter than Lands can be. 
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Birds, Beaſts, Trees, Flowers, Rivers, 
other Objects. 


* 
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MEDITATIONS on Birds. 


: 
ö 


NME DIT. . "If 
"Upon the ſinging of a Nightingale: = 


| 7 b | 
WIS that hears ſuch various, raviſhing and 
' exquiſite Melody, would imagine the Bird 

that makes-it to be of ſo ſmall and contemptible a 
Body and Feather? Her charming voice ingag 
not only mine attentive Ear, but my Feet alſo t 
make a nearer approach to that ſhady Buſh, i 
which that excellent Muſician fat vailed ; and 
nearer I came, the ſweeter the melody till ſec 
to be; but when I had deſcryed the Bird it ſelf, 
and found her to be little bigger, and'no bette 
Feather'd than a Sparrow, it gave my Thought 
the occaſion of this following Application; 
This Bird ſeems to me the Lively Emblem of th 
formal- Hypocrite, (. * that he is more in 


- 
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than ſubſtance, a loud and excellent voice, 
| but alittle deſpicable Body; and it recall'd to my 
Thoughts the Story of Plutarcb, who hearing a 
Nightingale, deſired to have one killed to feed up- 
on, not queſtioning but ſhe would pleaſe the Pa- 
Kte as well as the Ear; but when the Nightingale 
* brought him, and he ſaw what a poor little 
reature Ie was, Truly ſaid he, thou art vox & 
reterea nibil, a meer voice and nothing elſe: So is 


the Hypocrite; did a Man hear him ſometimes in 


more publick Duties and Diſcourſes,O thinks he 

what an excellent man is this! What a choice ad 
rare Spirit is he of ? But follow him home, ob- 
er ve him in his private Converſation and Retire- 


ments, and then you will judge Plutarch's Note as 


applicable to him as the Nightingale. (2.) This 
Bird is obſerved to Charm moſt fweetly, and ſer 
her Spirits all on work, when ſhe perceives ſhe hath 
Ingaged attention; fo doth the Hypoorite,who lives 
eds upon the applauſe and commendation 
his Admirers, and cares little for any of thoſe 
= which bring i in no returns of praiſe from 
n; heis little pleaſed with a ſilent Melody and 
you pleaſure betwixt God his own Soul. 


 Srive buum nibil eff niſt te ſtire hoe ſeiat alter, | 


Alas! Vis Knowledge i is not worth a Pim, 
Fl proclaim not what he bath. within. 


| He is move for the Theater than the Cloſet, and 


of fuch Chriſt fich, Kirin they bave their reward. | | 
BY Naturaliſtzoblerve the ere to de an 
Ae. 
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dy any, ſne will rather chuſe to die than beexcell'dy] 


Aud wildly ranging ore a Thouſand keys, 
Sounds a ſhrill warning of ber after lays : 


| 


| He bruſhes down the Strings, and ſirches them a. 


cerning the Nightingale and a Lutaniſt. 


With ſoundin Charms, and in a greeny ſeat 
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tions Bird, that cannot endure to be out- vieſi 


a notable inftance whereof we have in the follows. 
ing pleaſant Poem, tranſlated out of Strada, con- 


Now the declining Sun did downward bend — 
From hig ber Heavens, and from his Locks did ſend | 
A milder flame, when near to Tyber's Flow © 
A Lutaniſt allayed his careful woe 


Of ſhady Oak took ſhelter from the heat; 

A Nightimgale o're- heard him that did uſe 

To ſojourn in the neighbour Groves, the Muſe 

That fill d the Place, the Syrene of the Noot 
(Poor barmlefs Syrene ) ſtealing near, ſhe ſtood © / 


Claoſe lurking in the Leaves, attentively 3 
Recording that unwonted Melody. 2 
She con d it to her ſelf, and every ſtrain 
Fits Fingers pla d, ber Throat return d again \. 
The Lutaniſt perceiv'd an Anſwer ſent "WM 
From th imitating Bird, and was content } 


To ſhew her Play more fully, then in haſte _- 
He tries bis Lute, and giving her a taſte 
Of the enſuing Quarrel, nimbly beats 

On all bis Strings, as nimbly ſhe repeats, 


With romling Hand the Luganiſt then plies. ' 3. | 
The trembling Threads, ſometimes in ſcornful wife 4 

With one ever ſlroke, then takes them ſeveral* 
And culls them &re again, bis ſparkling Joint, 
With buze. deſcant mincing on the Points, Laas 


Reach back again with nimble touch, then 3 

Tbe Bird replies, and Art with Art repays. 

; Sometimes as one unexpert, and in doubt | 

\ How ſhe might weild ber Voice, fhe draweth out 

Hier 3 at large, and doth at firſt prepare 

A ſolemn Strain, nor wear'd with winding air, 

- But with an eq ual pitch, and conſtant Throat, 

: Makes clear the paſſage for her gliding Note; 

© Then Croſi- diviſion diverſiy ſhe plays, *- 
And loudly chanting out ber quickeſt lays 

j Poyfes the ſound, and with a quivering voice 

, Falls back again; be wondring how Jo choice, 

; So various armony could Iſſue out 

; From fuch a little Throat, doth go about 

| Some barder Leſſons, and with wondrous Art 

| Changing the ſtrings, doth up the Treble dart, 


And 3 4 fa the Baſe, with painful Broke C 


He beats; and as the Trumpet doth provoke 
Sluggards to fight, even ſo bis wanton Skil 
With mingled ere joins the boarſe and ſhrill. 
The Bird this alſo tunes, and whilſt ſhe cuts 
Sharp notes-with melting voice, and mingled puts. 
Meaſures of middle ſound, then ſuddenly 
- She thunders deep, and jugs it inwardly 
. "ith gentle mur mur, clear and dull ſhe ſings | 
x courſe, as when the Martial warning rings ; 
| Believe t the Minſtrel bluſht, with angry mood 
Inflan'd, ( quoth be) thou. Chantreſs s of the Mood, 
. Either from — Fl bear the prize away, 
Or vanqu ſut break my Lute without. delay. 
Unimit able Accents then be ſtrains, 
Eis Hand flies on the ftrings, in one he chain 
Far different numbers, chaſing here and there, 


i 


eee the ſtrings be Lakours Oy dere; eth 
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Struck with a vertuous Emulation. 


Upon the ſight of many ſmal Birds ebirping about a 
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| Both flat and ſharp be ſtrikes, and ſtately grows 
To prouder ſtrains, and backward as be goes 
| Doubly divides, and cloſing up bis Lays 


Like a full Quire, a ſhivermg Conſort plays, 
Then pauſing (hood in expectation 
Of his corrival, nor durſt anſwer on. 
But ſhe, when practice long ber Throat had whet, 
Enduring not to yield, at once doth ſet 
Hey Spirits all to work, and all in vain; 
For whilſt ſbe labours to expreſs again, 
With natures [imple voice, ſuch divers Keys, 
With ſlender Pipes ſuch lofty Notes as theſe, a 
O're-matcht with high deſigns, o're-matcht with woe, 
Juſt at the laſt encounter of her Foe PER 
She faints, ſhe dies, falls on his Inſtrument , 
That conquer d her, a fitting Monument. 4 
So far even little Souls are driven on, 
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And even as far are Hypocrites driven on by 
their Ambition and Pride, which is the Spur that 


provokes them in their Religious Duties, j 
MEDIT. I. ; 
' 


dead Hawk. 
karing a whole Quire of Birds chirping and | 
twinking together, it engaged my Curioſity | 
2 little to enquire into the occaſion of that Conyo- | 
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xs 2 dead Hawk | in the Buſh, about | T1 
{which they made ſuch a noiſe, ſeeming to triumph 1 
àt the death of their Enemy:and I could not blame 
them to ſing his Knell, who like a Cannibal, was 
wont to feed upon their living Bodies, tearing 
: = limb from limb, and ſcaring them with his | 
—— appearance. This Bird which living was 
8 rmidable, being dead the pooreſt Wren or Tit- 
. — fears not to chirp or hop over. This brings 
to my thoughts the baſe and ignoble ends of the 
'B 4 — Tyrants and greedy Ingroſſers of the 
World, of whom (whilſt living) Men were more þ 
* afraid than Birds of a Hawk, but dead became ob- 
; yeQts of contempt and ſcorn. The death of ſuch TY == 
* rants is both inglorious and unlamented; When the | 
b- wicked periſh there is ſhouting, Prov. 11. 10. which | 
was exemplified to the Li e at the Death of 23 „n 
of whom the Poet thus fings, 


cum mors crudelem rapuiſſer ſæva Neronem 
Credibile eſt multos Romam agitaſſe jocos. 


Wen cruel Nero died th Hiſtorian tells, 
How Rome did mourn with Bonefires, Plays Bell. 


Remarkable for contempt and ſname have the 
ends of many Bloody Tyrants beenzſo Pompey the 
- Great, of whom Claudian the Poet ſings. 


| Nudus paſeit aves- jatet an qui 3 bem 
Exigue telluris ingps —— | 


| Birds eat bis Fleſh, lo now * cannot have, 
+ Whoruld the World, a ſpace to male a 8 
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| Thelike is ſtoried of Ale ander the Great, who 


zeror, with many other ſuch Birds of prey; 
hilſt a beneficial and holy Life is uſually cloſed 
yin an honourable and much lamented Death. 

For mine own Part, I wiſh I may ſo order my 
pnverſation in the World, that I may live when | 


1 honoprable Teſtimony in the Conſciences of the 
orſt ; that 1 may oppreſs none, do good to all, 
id ſay when 1 die, as good Ambroſe did, I am nei- 
er aſhamed to live, nor afraid to die. 


| 
| 
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Buſh from a purſuing Hawk. 


THen I ſaw how hardly the poor Bird was 
put to it to ſave her ſelf from her Enemy, 
ho hover'd juſt over the Buſh in which ſhe was 
„ Þiterinig and ſqueeking, I could not but haſten to 
* Blieve her, (pity and fuecour being a due debt to 
he ſe diſtreſſed) which when I had done, the Bird 
uld not depart from the Buſh, though her Ene- 
were gone; this act of kindneſs was abundant- 
repaid by this Meditation, with which [| return- 
to my walk. My Soul, like this Bird, was 
ce diſtreſſed, purſued, yea ſeized by Satan, whe 
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y unburied thirty days, and William the Con- 


n dead in the Affections of the beſt, and leave 
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don the ſight of a Black-bird taking Sanctuary in a 2 


d certainly made 2 prey of it, bad not Jeſus | 
riſt deen a Sanctuary to it in that hour of dan- 
. Bow ready did Lfind him to receive my poor 7 


304 Occaſional Medit ut lan. | 
Soul into his Protection? Then did he make good 
that ſweet Promiſe to my experience, Thoſe that 
come unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. It call'd' 
to mind that pretty and pertinent Story of the 0 
/ Philoſopher, who walking in the Fields, a Bird 
pur ſued by a Hawk, flew into his Boſom ; he took 
her out, and ſaid, Poor Bird, I will neither wrong 
thee, nor expoſe thee to thine Enemy, ſince thou ca- 
meſt unto me for refuge. So tender,and more than 
ſo, is the Lord Jeſus to diſtreſſed Souls that 
come unto him. Bleſſed Jeſus ! How ſhould | 
love and praiſe thee, glorifie and admire thee, 
for that great Salvation thou haſt wrovght for 
me ? If this Bird had fallen into the Claws of her 
Enemy, ſhe had been torn: to pieces indeed and 
devoured, but then a few minutes had diſpatch 
her, and ended all her pain and miſery ; but had 
. my Soul fallen into the hand of Satan, there hal 
been no end of its miſery. +» Bn, 
Would not this ſcared Bird be fluſht out of th 
- Bulh, that ſecured her, though I had chaſed 2 
way her Enemy? And wilt thou (my, Soul) & 
- ver de inticed or ſcared from Chriſt thy refuge! 
O let this for ever ingage thee to keep clc% 
to Chriſt, and make me ſay with-Ezra, and now, 
O Lord, fince thou haſt given me ſuch a del 
verance as this, ſhould I again break thy Com- 
| © mandments? IS 
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pon the ſight of divers Lennets ntermingling with 
a Flock of Sparroms. 


Echinks theſe Birds do fitly reſemble the 
Gandy Courtiers, and the plain Peaſants ; 
How ſpruce and richly adorned with ſhining and 
various coloured Feathers, (like Scarlet richly 
laid with Gold and Silver Lace) are thoſe How 
plainly clad, in a home-ſpun Countrey Ruſſet are 
theſe ? Fine Feathers (faith our Proverb) make 
proud Birds; and yet the Feathers of the Sparrow 
are as uſeful and beneficial, both for warmth and 
flight, though not fo gay and ornamental as the 
others; and if both were ſtript out of their Fea- 
thers the Sparrow would prove the better Bird of 
he two; by which I ſee, that the greateſt worth 
loch not always lye under the fineſt Cloaths. 
ud beſides, God can make mean and homely 
Garments as uſeful and beneficial to poor deſpi- 
led Chriſtians, as the ruffling and ſhining Gar- 
ments of wanton Gallants are to them; and when 
od ſhall trip Men out of all external Excellen- 
ies, theſe will be found to excel their glittering 
| eighbours, in true worth and excellency. . 
Little would a Man think ſuch rich Treafures 
Pf Grace, Wiſdom, Humility, &c. lay under —_ 
Ruſſet Coats, 
Sepe ſub attrita latitat ſapientia deſte. 


Dnder poor Garments more true worth may be 
Than under RE TW 
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Whilſt on the other ſide, the Heart of the wick- 
/ ed (as Solomon hath obſerv'd) is little worth, how Ind Bi 
much ſoever his Cloaths be worth. Alas ! It falls ſor it 
out too frequently among vs, as it doth with Menge 
in the Indies, who walk over the rich Veins ofyhat 
Gold and Silver Oar,which lyes hid under a rag · Io do 
ged and barren Surface, and know it not. For my ft - 
own part, I deſire not to value any Man by what Ing if 
is extrinſical and worldly, but by that true inter- pride 
nal excellency of Grace, which makes the Face io ſyhit 
ſhine in the Eyes of God and good Men: 1 would vain 
contema a vile Perſon, tho? never ſo glorious in qe , 
the Eye of the World; but honour ſuch as fear % wa 
the Lord, how ſordid and deſpicable ſoever to Aga 
appearance, 7 efit t 
3 LZLRu,trrön 


MEDIT. v. 
Upon the ſight of a Robbin. red. breaſt picking up a 
Worm from a Mole- bill, then Raiſing. * 


vet 


Bſerving the Aole working induſtriouſiy be- 

neath, and the Bird watching ſo intently a. 
bove; I made a ſtand to obſerve the iſſue. When 
in a little time the Bird deſcends and feizes upon 4 
Worm, which I perceived was crawling apace from 
the Enemy below that hunted her, but fell to the 
ſhare of another,which from above waited for her. 
My thoughts preſently ſuggeſted theſe Meditation 
from that occaſion; methought this poor Worm 
| ſeen?d to be the Emblem of my poor Soul, which 
is more endangered by its own Luſts 8 Pride aul 
ovetouſnel 


———— = lanes <ro recs 


zyetouſneſs, than this Worm was by the Mole 
nd Bird; my Pride, like the aſpiring Bird, watches 
or it above; my Covetouſneſs, like this ſubter- 
*F:ncan Mole, digging for it beneath. Poor Soul! 
What a ſad Dilemma art thou brou ght to! If thou 
Jo down into the Caverns of this Earth, there thou 
Ifrt a prey to thy Covetouſneſs that hunts thee; 
r nd if thou aſpire, or but creep upward, there thy 
pride waits to enſnare thee. Diſtreſſed Soul! 


. 


E 


vain elation, but hy a heavenly converſation, be- 
de which, there is no way for thy preſer vation; 
he way of Life is above to the Wiſe, &c. 
Again, I could not but obſerve the accidental be- 
efit this poor harmleſs Bird obtain'd by the labour 
„f the Mole, who hunting intentionally for her ſelf, 
nburroughed and ferrited out this Worm for the 
Pird, who poſſibly was hungry enough, and could 
ot have been relieved for this time, but by the 
le. the fruit of whoſe labours ſhe now feeds up- 
. Even thus the Lord oft-times makes good his 
Ford to his People: The wealth of the wicked is laid 
& Bp for the juſt. And again, The earth fhall belp the 
"Woman. This was fully exemplified in David, to 
Thom Nabal, that churliſh Muckworm, ſpeaks all 
1 Poſſeſſives. Shall I take my bread, &c. and give it 
MB one 1 know not whom ? And yet David reaps the 
uit of all the pains and toyl of Nabal at laft. Let 
never incourage me to idleneſs, that God ſome- 
mes gives his People the fruit of others ſweat ; but 
Providence reduce me to neceſſity, and diſable me 


*Frovide Inſtruments to do it. The Bird was an 
J2gry and could not dig, MEDI 


— 55 


Whither wilt thou go? Aſcend thou mayſt, not by 


om helping my ſelf; I doubt not then but it will 


— 


— 
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MEDIT. VI. In 


Upon the ſhooting of two Finches fighting in the Air 
| On 
OW ſoon hath death ended the quarrel be. peace 
twixt theſe two little Combatants ! Hadfflid ! 
they agreed better; they might have lived longer; hace 
"Twas their own contention that gave both the op- peac 
portunity and provocation of their Death; andfpvill 
though living they could not, yet being dead theyfy ſh 
can lye quietly together in my hand. nity 
Fooliſh Birds, was it not enough that Birds of 
Prey watched to devour them, but they muſt 
peck and ſcratch one another? Thus have | ſen 
the Birds of Paradice (Saints I mean) tearing} 
and wounding each other, like ſo many Birds off * 
Prey, and by their unchriſtian Conteſts giving the, 
occaſion of theit common Ruin; yea, and that not} A 
only when at liberty, as theſe were, but when 
engaged alſo; and yet, as one well obſerves, i fat 
ever Chriſtians will agree, cwill either be in Mtie: 
Priſon, or in Heaven; for in a Priſon their quar-Pr 
relſome Luſts lie low, and in Heaven they ſhall"! 
be urterly done away. ven 
But O! What pity is it that thoſe who ſhallÞ th 
agree ſo perfectly in Heaven, ſhould bite and de · Pnce 
vour each other upon Earth? That it ſhould bePP 6 
ſaid of them, as one ingeniouſly obſerved, whoſiſm: 
faw their Carkaſes lie together, as if they had lo-. 
vingly embraced each other, who fell together byffan 
a Duel, Quanta amicitia ſee invicem amplectuntur hen 
qui nut & implacabili inimicitia perierunt . I, 
e bra 
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Imbracing one another nom they lie, 
: Who by each others bloody Hands did die. 
ir 

Or as he ſaid, who obſerved how quietly and 
e-. Peaceably the Duſt and Bones, even of Enemies, 
adÞid lie together in the Grave; Non tanta vivs 
r; hace conjuntłi eſſetis; you did not live together ſo 
p- Peaceably. If Conſcience of Chriſt's Command 
ndfvill not, yet the Conſideration of common Safe- 
eyty ſhould powerfully perſwade to Unity and A- 


Y LY. | | 
of - 5 3 
aſt | Res EE 
en MEDIT. VII. 
ing ä N Ro 
off Upon the ſinging of a blind Finch by Night, 
notch A Dear Friend, who was a great Obſerver 


hen of the Works of God in nature, told me, 
lac being entertain'd with a ſight of many Ra- 
in Mes at a Friend's Houſe in London ; among o- 
ar- her things, his Friends ſhewed him a Finch, 
hallÞhoſe Eyes being put out, would frequently ſing, 
ven at midnight, This Bird, in my Opinion, 
hallÞ the lively Emblem of ſuch careleſs and un- 
de- Pncerned Perſons as the Prophet deſcribes, A- 
bebe 6. 4, 5, 6. Who chant to the Viol, when a 
hof iſmal night of trouble and affliction hath overſha- 
lo- ſowed the Church. You would have thought it 
r byftrange to have heard this Bird ſing in the Night, 
tur Then all others are in a deep ſilence, except the 
wl, an unclean Bird, and the Nightingale, 
2 which 
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bra 
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ſtinct, yet Reaſon it ſelf could hardly have co 


which before we made the Emblem of the Hype 
crite. And as ſtrange it is that any, except t 
Prophane and Hypocritical, ſhould fo unſeaſonk 
bly expreſs their Mirth and Jollity ; that any q. 
Sion 's Children ſhould live in Pleaſure, whilſt | 


her ſelf lies in Tears. The People of God, if} þ 
Pſal. 137. tell us in what poſtures of Sorrogfgeni 
they ſate even like Birds; with their HeadSour 
under their Wings, during the night of theſpiet 


captivity. How ſhall we ſing the Lord's Souhut 
in a ſtrange Land? *Tis like enough, ſuch as cafſſugg 
ſing and chant in the Night of the ChurchSeric 
Trouble, have well feathered their Neſts in thihnp: 
Days of ber Proſperity ; However, let thenny | 
know, that God will turn their unſeaſonabMefſti 
mirth into a ſadder Note; and thoſe that nof th 
fit ſad and filent, ſhall ſhortly ſing for Joy ave 
Heart, when the Winter is paſt, the Rain oveſhue 
and gone, the Flowers appear again upon tea 
Earth, and the time of the Singing of — | 
come. | Ding 


MEDIT, VII. E 
Upon the comparing of two Birds Neſts. 


Ils pretty to obſerve the Structure a 
Commodioufneſs of the Habitations ( 
theie little Architedts, who though they act 1 
by Reaſon and Counſel, but only by natural 


trived a neater Building of ſuen {imple m_—_ 
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ow neatly hath the Thruſh ceiled or plaiſtred 

is Neſt, with admirable Art and Induſtry ? How 
S7armly bath the Finch matted his? And both 
ell fenced againſt the Injury of the Wea- 
her. 
i How comfortably hath Nature provided con- 
Ofenient Habitations, for theſe weak and tender 
a(&oung Ones, who have warm Lodging, and va- 
Giety of Proviſions hourly brought them, with- 
Sut their Care or Pains? This triffling Obje& 
cauggeſts to my Thoughts a more excellent and 
<>FYerious Contemplation, even the wonderful and 
tinparallell'd Abaſement of Jeſus Chriſt, who for 
neny ſake voluntarily ſubmitted himſelf to a more 
adMeſtitute and neglected State than theſe Birds 
noſpf the Air; for Mat. 8. 20. he ſaith, The Foxes | 
y have holes, and the Birds of the Air have neſts, 
oVekut the Son of Man bath not where to lay his 
| Uiead, 
ds! 
\ 


 (Fulpibus in ſaldu rupes exciſa latebras 

Præbet & acreis avibus dat ſilva quietem: 

Aſt bominis Nato nullis ſuccedere tectis 
Eft licitum — 


Heinſ. in loc. 


The craggy Rock to Foxes holes affords, 

The pleaſant Woods, a reſting place to Birds : 
For Chriſt no fixed Habitation's found, 
Aut wbat was borrowed, or the naked ground. 


o melting Conſideration! That the glorious 
In of God, Job. 1. 14. The Lord of Glory, 
| | Jam. 2. 3» 


_ 7” IT 


a. 
— 
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- Jam. 2. 1. The brightneſs of his Fathers Glory. Heli 
1. 3. Who was rich, 2 Cor. 8. 9. And thought it i 
robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2. 8. who from af 
eternity was infinitely and ineffably delighting ; 
repoycing in the boſom of bis Father, Prov. 8. 3d: 
That he, I ſay, ſhould manifeſt himſelf in fo 
2 Tim. 3, 16. Yea, in the likeneſs of ſinful fle 
Rom. 8. 3, that is, in fleſh that had the marks at 
effects of ſin upon it, as hunger, thirſt, paii 
wearineſs and mortality; and not only fo, butt 
chuſe ſuch a State of outward meanneſs and poverfſ 5: 
ty, never being poſſeſſed of a houle in thi o 
World; but living as a ſtranger in other Menſg;q 
Houſes, and ſtooping in this reſpect to a loud. 
Condition than the very Birds of the Air, and iſ that 

this for Enemies. O let it wor ter 
1 hg ne both admiration and thankfulneſs i 
bi 2 my Soul! my Body is better accon 
| modated than the Body of my Lori 
Dear Jeſus! by how much the viler thou made 
thy ſelf for me, by ſo much the dearer ſhalt u 
be to me. a 


| | _a__—_ 
— — 


MED IT. IX. 
Upon the early ſing ing of Birds. 


Ow am I reproved of Sluggiſhneſs by the 

watchful Birds! which chearfully enterta 
the very dawning of the Morning, with tht 
_ chearful and delightful warblings ! they ſet — 


— 


— et, oe 
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elhittle Spirits all a-work betimes, whilſt my no- 

dler Spirits are bound with the Bonds of ſofc 
Tand downy Slumbers. For ſhame my Soul! Snf- 
fer not that Publican ſleep to ſeize ſo much of thy 


End chide thy ſuggiſh Body, as a good Biſhop 
once did, when upon the ſame occation he ſlid, 
urrexerunt paſſeres, & ſtertunt Pontifices, 


ol The early chirping Sparrows may reprove 
el Such lazy Biſhops as their Beds do love. 


ſaid of Vrrres, the Deputy of Sicily, Quod nun- 
Yam ſolem nec orientem, nec occidentem viderat; 
that he never ſaw the Sun riſing, being in Bed at- 
ter, nor ſetting, being in Bed before. 


ſuffer ſleep to cut ſuch large Thongs out ot ſo 
narrow a Hide, as their time on Earth is. But, 
0 = It is not ſo much early riſing, as a wiſe 
Improving thoſe freſh and free Hours with God, 
hat will enrich the Soul; elſe, as our Proverb 
faith, A Man may be early up, and never the near; 
yea, far better it is to be found in Bed tieeping, 
than to be up doing nothing, or that which is 
worſe than nothing. O my Soul! Learn to 
poſleſs thy ſelf every morning with the Thought 


t 
of God, and ſuffer not thoſe freſh and ſweet — 


Tions of thy Mind, to be proſtitu- = 
ted to Eartbly things; for that is „ + Qaſe in 
10 experimentally true, which one in 
this Caſe hath pertinently obſer- 
ved; that if the World get the ſtart of Religion 
ab. Q | in 


Marn. Le, 


- 
; — : 2 — > 


— — —— 


ime, yea, thy beſt and freſneſt time; reprove 


Of many Sluggards it may be ſaid, as Tully 


'Tis pity, that Chriſtians, of all Men, ſhould 


_—_ 


Epiſt, to the 


— 
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in the Morning, it will be hard for Religion tol the 
overtake it all the Day after. Y — 
2 ; dre 
cies pgs — {for 
MEDYTT.- X. int 
; : fall 
Upon the baltering of Birds with a Grain of Hair. Plc 
| _ COL 
FA Bſerving in a ſnowy Seaſon, how the poorſ | 
hungry Birds were haltred and drawn inſ®th 
by a Grain of Hair cunningly caſt over their me 
Heads, whilſt poor Creatures they were buſilyſſfor 
feeding, and ſuſpected no danger; and evenfen 
whilſt their Companions were drawn away from Fri 
them, one after another, all the interruption ii up 
gave the reſt was only for a minute or two, Ca 
whilſt they ſtood peeping into that hole through 
which their Companions were drawn, and thenm 
fell to their Meat again as buſily as before. nc 
could not chuſe but ſay, Even thus ſurprizingly aori* 
Death ſteal upon the Children of Men, whilſt they are — 
 wholiy intent upon the Cares and Pleaſures of this Life ſh © 
not at all ſuſpecting its ſo near approach. Theſe 
Birds {aw not the Hand that enſnared them, nor 
do they ſee the Hand of Death plucking them one 
after another into the Grave. 5 
Omnibus obſcuras injecit illa manu. 
„% ode Ovid. 

Death's ſteps are ſwifs, and yet no noiſe it makes ; 

Its band unſeen, but yet moſt ſurely takes. 
And even as the ſurviving Birds for a little 
time ſeemed to ſtand affrighted, peeping after 
their Companions, and then as buſie as one to 
eir 


J 
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to their Meat again: Juſt ſo it fares with the care- 
leſs inconſiderate World, who ſee others daily 
dropping into Eternity round about them, and 
I for the preſent are a little ſtartled, and will look 
into the Grave after their Neighbours, and then 
fall as buſily to their Earthly Imployments and 
. IPleaſures again as ever, till their own turn 
comes, 
or} I know, my God, that I a die as well as 
inlothers; but, O let me not die as do others, let 
eirl me ſee death before 1 feel it, and conquer it be- 
ily fore it kill me; let it not come as an Enemy up- 
ſenlen my back, "bur rather let me meet it as a 
om] Friend half way: Die | muſt, but let me lay 
 irfÞjvp that good Treaſure before l go, Mar.6. 19. 
vo, Carry with me a good Conſcience when 1 go, 
180 2 Tim. 4. 6, 7. And leave behind me a good Ex- 
nenfſample when 1 am gone, and then let Death come 
End welcome! 


12) i » 
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no8Meditations upon BEASTS. 
MEDIT. 1 

Ss; Upon the clogging a ſiraying Beaſt. 


tele AD this Bullock conteated himſelf, and r- 
fret mained quietly within his own bounds, his 

toner had never put fach an heayy Clog upon 
1CIr Q 2 | his 


—— — EV — 


— 


— — ö — 


4 316 Occaſional Meaitations. _ 
his Neck; but I ſee the prudent Husbandman 
chules rather to keep him with this Clog, than 
loſe him for want of one. What this Clog is to 

bim, that is Affliction and Trouble to me; had 

my Soul kept cloſe with God in Liberty and Prol- 
perity, he would never thus have clogged me 
with Adverſity; yea, and happy were it for me, 
if | might ſtray from God no more, who hath 
thus clogged me with preventive Affliftions. If 
with David, I might ſay, Before I was affiided ! 
went aſtray, but now I have kept thy Word, Pſalm 
119. 67: O my Soul! *Tis better for thee, to 
have thy Pride clogged with Poverty, thy Am- 
bicion with Reproach, thy carnal Expectancies 
with conſtant Diſappointments, than to be at 
Liberty, to run from God and Duty. 
Tis true, 1 am ſometimes as weary of theſe 

Troubles, as this poor Beaſt is of the Clog be 
draws after him, and often wiſh my ſelf rid of 
them; but yet, if God ſhould take them off, 
ought | know 1 might have cauſe to wiſh them 
on again, to prevent a greater Miſchief. *Tis 
ſtoried of Baſil, that for many Years he was 

| ſorely afflicted with an inveterate Head-ach, 
( that was his Clog ) he often prayed for the re- 
moval of ir, at laſt God removed it; but in- 
ſtead thereof he was ſorely exerciſed with the 
motions and temptations of Luſt, which when 

he perceived, he as earneſtly deſired his Head- 


ach again, to prevent a greater Evil. Lord! 


It my Corruptions may be prevented by my af 
-. fiction, I refuſe not to be clogged with them; 
but my Soul rather deſires thou wouldſt * 
| | | | tne 


* « 2 
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the time when | ſhall be for ever freed from them 


1 — — — — —_ — 


- MEDIT. u. 
Don the Love of a Dog to his Maſfier, 


— 
A. 
* 


11 OW many weary ſteps through mire and 
Ty dirt hath this poorDog followed my Hor- 
ſe's Heels to day? And all this for a very poor 
reward, for all he gets by it at night, is but 
Bones and Blows, yet will he not leave my Com- 
pany, but is content upon ſuch hard Terms, to 
travel with me from day to day. — 

O my Soul! What conviction and ſhame may 
this leave upoa thee ? Who art oftentimes even 
bel Weary of following thy Maſter Chriſt, whoſe Re- 

wards and Incouragements of Obedience are ſo 
incomparably ſweet and ſure. I cannot beat back 
tits Dog from following me, but every inconfi- 
Tis derable trouble is enough to diſcourage me in 

the way of my Duty. Ready I am to refolve as 
that Scribe did, Mat. 8. 19. Maſter, I will fol- 
low thee whit ber ſoe ver thou goeſt; But how doth 
my Heart fanlter when I muſt encounter with 
the difficulties of the way? O! Let mie make a 
whole Heart choice of Chriſt for my Portion and 
30. Happineſs ! And then I ſhall never leave him, 
Ai nor turn back from following him, though the 
: «|| preſent difficulties were much more, and the pre- 
dent Incouragements much leſs, — 


. MEDIT. 
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ME DTT. 1. 
Upon the fighting of two Rams. 
F'Aking notice how furiouſly theſe Sheep, 


which by nature are mild and gentle, did 


yet like Bulls puſh each other, taking their ad- 
vantage by going back to meet with a greater 
Rage and Fury: Methought I ſaw in this a plain 
Emblem of the unchriſtian Conteſts and Ani- 
moſities which. fall out amongſt them that call 
themſelves the People of God, who are in Scrip- 
ture alſo ſtiled Sheep, for their meekneſs and in- 


nocency, and yet thro? the remaining corruptions 


that are in them, thus do they puſh each other, 
(as one long ſince complained) nan ſecus ac 


cum duo converſis inimicg in prelia tauri, 
Frontibus incurren. ä 


Shall Chriſtians one another wound and uſd, . 
Like furious Bulls, when they together ruſh ? 


he fighting of theſe Sheep doth in two re- 
ſpects notably comport with the ſinful Practices 

© of contending Chriſtians, 1. That in this fight 
. they engage with their Heads one againſt ano- 
ther ; and what are they but thoſe Head-noti- 
ons, or Oppoſitions of Sciences, falfly ſo called, that 
have made ſo many Broils and Uproars in the 
_ Chriſtian World? O! What claſhings have theſe 
- heady Opinions cauſed in the Churches? Firſt 
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ans have not diſtinguiſhed. betwixt Adver ſarius 
litis, & perſonæ; an Adverſary to the Opinion 


Heads, and then Hearts have claſhed. Chriſti- 


and to the Perſon ; but dipt their Tongues and 1 


Pens in Vinegar and Gall, ſhamefully aſperſing 
and reproaching one another, becauſe their Un- 


derſtandings were not caſt into one Mould, and 


their Heads all of a bigneſs. But, 2. That which 
Country- men obſerye from the fighting of Sheep, 


That it preſages foul and ſtormy Weather, is mach 


more certainly conſequent upon the fighting 
Chriſt's Sheep. Do theſe claſh and puſh ? Surely 


n is an infallible Prognoſtick of an enſuing Storm, 


Mal. 4. 6. 
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MEDIT. w. 


tt. At. 


Upon the Catching of a Horſe in a fat Paſture, © 


U Hen this Horſe was kept in poor ſhort 


Leas, where he had much Scope, but 


little Graſs, how gentle and tractable was he 


then ? He would not only ſtand quiet to be ta- 


ken, but come to hand of his own accord, and 


follow me up and down the Field for a Cruſt of 


Bread, or handful of Oats ; but fince I turned 


him into this fat Paſture, he comes no more to 


me, nor will ſuffer me to come near him ; but 
throws up his heels wantonly againſt me, and 


flies from me, as if 1 were rather his Enemy than 


BenefaGor, In this I behold the Carriage of my 


* 


* 


own Heart towards God, who the more he hatn 
ON Q4 done 
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WU 7 
7 <8 for me, the ſeldomer doth he hear from 
me; in a low and afflicted State, how traQable 
EO my Heart to Daty? Then it comes to the Foot 
of God voluntarily; but in an exalted Conditi- 
on, how wildly doth my Heart run from God 
and Duty? With this ungrateful requital God 
faulted his own People, Jer. 2. 31. teachable and 
tractable in the Vilderueſi, but when fatted in 
that rich Paſture Canaan, Then, We are Lords, 
we will come no more to thee, How ſoon are all 
- God's former Benefits forgotten? And how of- 
ten is that ancient Obſervation verified, even in 
his own People? 


| Moe Tie Saw Taye YNedouH ati 
Poſt munera cito conſeneſcit gratia, 


Mo ſooner do we Gifts on ſome beſtow, 
But preſently our Gifts Gray-beaded grow: 


* 
- 


But that's a bad Tenant, that will maintain 2 
Suit at Law againſt his Landlord, with his own 
Rent, and a bad Heart that will fight againſt 
God with his own Mercies. I wiſh it may be with 
my Heart, as it is reported to be with the Wa- 
ters in the Kingdom of Congo, that are neyer 
ſo ſweet to the Taſte, as when the Tide! is at the 
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who thriſt for, and will preſently ſuck her Blood 
brings to my T houghrs the Condition and State 
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MEDITAT. — — 


5 | Von the Hunting of a Ther, 5 2 


AE full · mouthed cry of theſe Dogs which 
from the morning have hunted this poor: 

tired Deer, which is now no longer able to ſtand 
before them, but is compaſſed round with them, 


of Jeſus Chriſt, in the days of his Fleſh, whay 
was thus hunted from place to place hy blood- ; 
thriſty Enemies. Upon this very account, thei 
22, Fſal. which treats of his Death, is inſcribed: 
with the Title of Aljeleth Shabar, which hgniſie} 

the Hind of the — and fully i imports th 

ſame Notion, which this osaſion prefented me” 
with ; for look, as the Hind or Deer, which is 7 


intended to be run down that day, is rovzed 


the Dogs early in the morning. So was Chrift,, 
in the very morning of his lafancy, by bloody} 
Herod, and that cruel Pack confederated wit 
him. ' Thos was he chaſed from place to bare 
till that was fulfilled which was propherically 
written of him in Verſ. 16. of the fore-cited © 
Pſal; For Dogs have compaſſed me »about, the a. 4 


ſembly of the wicked have incloſed me; they * 


3 


* "Lon 


— 
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we ſavoured thee, theſe Dogs will wind it, * 
ive thee chaſe too; they go upon the Scent of 
Holineſs ſtill, and would hunt to deſtruction e- 
very one, in whom there is aliquid Chriſti, any 
ling of Chriſt, if the gracious Providence of the 
Lord did not ſometimes. rate them off: For it is 
no les a pleaſure, which ſome wicked ones take 
in hunting the people of God, than what Claudi- 
>the aſks. obſerves men uſe to take i in- hunting, 
il Be : - 


Finator fell a thero quum membra reponit- 
| Hens.tamen.-ad Sylvas, & ſua laſtra redit. 


Y Wilt weary Huntſmen in the night do ſleep, 
" | Their Fancies in the. Woods, ſri — keep 


Lord? mould L with the Hy pocrite decline the 
Mofellon and Practice of Holineſs, to eſcape the 
Rage of per ſecuting Enemies, at what time they 


me. ke a-Blood-hound ; let me rather chuſe to 
{he chaſed by men than God, to flee before pur- 


fing Enemies, than be dogged f from day today 


with a guilty Conſcience. | 


cafe, my own Conſcience would begin to hut 


— 
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| Meditations upon TRE E 


Colours, which breathed forth their delieious O 


_ theſe alſo were but Bloſſoms which now are nipt᷑ 
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ir Lk : 
Upon the fall of Bloſſoms, nipt by a froſty Morni ; 


Eholding in an early Spring, Fruit-trees em 
boſſed with beautiful Bloſſoms of varion 


dours into the circumambient Air, and adorny 
ed the Branches on which they grew, like f 
many rich Jewels, or glittering Pendents; an 
fur ther obſerving how theſe perfumed Bloſſom 
dropt off, being bitten with che Froſt, and dif 
coloured all the Ground as if a ſhower of Snow 
had fallen; I faid within my ſeif, theie ſweet 
und early Bloſſoms are not unlike my ſweet and 
early Affect ions to the Lord, in the days of my 

firſt acquaintance with him. O! What. — 
Love, panting Deſires, and heavenly Delights 
beautified my Soul in thoſe days! The odoriferous 


| Scent of the ſweereſt Bloſſoms, the Morning 


breath of the moſt fragrant Flowers, bath nos 
half that ſweetneſs with which thoſe my firſt 
Affections were enriched. O happy. time 
Thrice: pleaſant ſpring ! My Soul hath "rw oh | 
remembrance, and is humbled within me; for 


and faded, that, flouriſh is gone; wy. Heart is 


2 
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Ke the Winter's Earth, becauſe thy 8 Lord: 
A me like a Winter Sun. Awake, O North. 
Wind !” and come South Wind, blow upon my Gar- 

that the S pices. thereof may flow. out; then let 
my. Beloved come into his Garden, and eat bis pleaſant 


wie 


"vg M-E DI . II. 


Upon the Knitting or Setting of Fruit: © 


. 
F 
33 


Have often obſerved, that when the. Bloſſoms. 
of a Tree ſet and knit, though the- flouriſh 
RE cof be gone, and nothing but the bare Rudi- 
ment of the expected Fruit be left; yet then the 

Fruit is much better ſecured from the danger of 
Froſts and Winds, than whilſt it remained in the 
Flower or Bloſſdm; for now it hath paſt one 
of thoſe Cyitioal Periods, in which ſo many Trees 
miſcarry and loſe their Fruit. 
this: Natural Obſervation fairly led me to this 
Theological Propoſition: That good Motion and ho- 
5 Pn. goſes i in the oul, are ne der ſecured and paſs 
theis moſt danpercus Crifi s, till they be turned into 
fed Reſolutions, aud an fer alle Executions; bich is 
4 the knitting und ſotting of them; 

Upon this Propoſition. my meſtiag-thoughts 

- Gan: dilated; happy had it been for thee, my 
Soul! had all the bleſſed - Motions of the Spirit 
deen thus knit and fixed ir-thee; Oh, how have 


And methouglæ 


mine Affections blown and: buddech under the 1 


_ Karm. Beams: of; the Goſpel! But: a. chill. blaſt 


ww — 


from the Cares, Troubles and delights of thi 
World without, and the Vanity and Dead 
of the Heart within have blaſted all; my ; 
neſs hath been but as a Morning Dew, or early 
Cloud that vaniſheth away. And even of Di- 
vine Ordinances I may ſay, what is ſaid of Hi= 
mane Ordinances, They haus periſhed in the uſing. 
A Bloſſom is but fructus imper fectus, & ordinabi- 
lis, an imper fect thing in it ſelf, and ſomething; 
in order to Fruit; a good Motion and holy Pur- 
poſe is but opus imperfectum, & ordinable, an 
imperfect Work, in order to a compleat 
Work of the Spirit; when that primus impetus, . 
thoſe firſt Motions were ſtrong upon my. 
Heart, had I then purſted them in the force and 
vigor of them, how many Difficulties might F 
have overcome? Revive thy Work, O Lord! 
And give not to my Soul a miſcarry ing womb, , 
or dry Breaſts. N | " 


| — — — — — 
NE DIT. III. 
Open the /ight of a fair ſpreading Oak; 


Wie a lofty flouriſting Tree is here? It” 

: Y. ſeems rather to be a little Wood, than a 
ſingle Tree; every Limb thereof having the 
Dimenſions and Branches of: a Free in u; and 
yet as great as it is, it was once but a little Tip; 
N hich one might puit up with two Fingers; this. 
vaſt Body was contained vertually, and potenti- 
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FR "TI | Wil, 15 15 /c}, + Fonts — | 
Geſpiſe the day of ſmall Things, nor deſpair ofþfe o 
atriving to an Emineney of Grace, though atÞowe 
preſent it de but as a bruiſed Reed, and theſyhoſ 
things that are in me be ready to die. AsBOd 
things in Nature, ſo the things of the Spirit bus 8 
grow up to their fulneſs and perfection by ſlowſor b 
"and inſenſible degrees. The famous and berei- Incie 
cal Atts of the moſt renowned Believers, were 

; ſuch as themſelves could not once perform or] Cy 
it may be think they ever ſhould. Great things} 24 
both in Nature and Grace, come from ſmall and Tl 
contemptible Beginnings. * 
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3 ME DIT. 1V. 

'- Uhonthe ſight of many Sticks lodged in the Bran · 

3 "hes of a choice Fruit-Tree, 

- T FOw is this Tree batter'd with Stones,. and 


1 loaded with Sticks that have been throv.nf © 
at it? Whilſt thoſe that grow about it, being 
© barren, or bearing harſher Fruit, eſcape uatouch- 
ed Sarely, if its Fruit had not been ſo good, its 
uſage had not been ſo bad: And yet it is af- 
Armed, That ſome Trees, as the Wallnut, Ce. 
2 — the better, for being thus bruiſed and bat- 
Even thus it fares in both reſpects with the 
beſt of Men; the more Holy, the more envied 
and perſecuted, every one that paſſes by will F 
have a fling at them. Methinks I ſee, how DevilgfTree 
d wicked Nen walk round about the Peo- pate 
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fl le of God whom he hath encloſed in his Pops. in of. 
Power, like ſo many Boys about an Orchard, 
ePhoſe Lips water to have a fling at them. Bug. | 
dd turns all the Stones of Reproach into preci»* 
as Stones to his People; they bear the better 
jor being thus batter'd: And in them is than 

ncient Obſer vation verified. 


| Creſcunt virtutum palma, creſcuntque Corona 
Mut antur mundi prælia, pace Dei. 


a The palms and Crowns of vertue thug increaſe ;_ 
Thus per ſecution turned into Peace. 


Let me be but fruitful to God in Holineſs, and : 
ver abounding in the Work of the Lord, and 
hen whilſt Devils and Men are flinging at me, ei- 1 
er by Hand or Tongue-Perſecutions, I will fog ; 
midſt them all with the Divine Poet. 


— aig; A” 


d What open Force, or hidden Charm [ 
nf Can blaſt my Fruit, or bring me barm- f 
g While the Incloſure i is thine Arm. 

* Herb, Poem. $ 123%. 
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T. | MEDIT. V. 

Don the gathering of choice Fruit from * — 
ol uunpromiſing Tree, 

<Q TOuld any Maa think to find ſuch rare a 


Vicious Fruit upon ſuch an unworthy: 
Tree to appearance as this is? I. would rather 


ee moſt. delicious * from the, 
m 


- 
. 


moſt hand ſome and flouriſhing Trees; bot I ce [wer 
© muſt neither judge the worth of Trees or Men, duc 
by their external form and appearance.” This is Iwas 
Mot the firſt time I have been deceived: in judg- Ear. 
ing by that Rule; under fair and promiſing con 
Fout-ſides I have found nothing of worth, and in Ia m 
many deformed deſpicable Bodies, I have found Mid 
precious and richly furniſhed Souls. The Sap ed 
and Juice of this ſcrubbed Tree is concocted into bi- 
rare and excellent Fruits, whilſt the Juice and Sap bei 
of ſomeother fair, but barren Trees ſerves only o t 
to keep them from rotting, which is all the uſe Þt h- 


* that many Souls which dwell in beautifol Bodies Init) 
fer ve for; they have (as one ſaith) anima n pro ſale ; Foot 
their Souls are bn: Salt to their Bodies. . Or thus, Tore 


* The only uſc to which their Souls do ſerve, = 
I but like Salt, their Bodies to preſerve, 9" ropt 


* If God have given me a ſound Sovl in a ſound he! 
L Body, I have a double 47ercy to bleſs him for; N 
* but whether my Body be vigorous and*beautical Þ Th 
or not, yet let my Soul h: For as the eſteem 

"of this Tree, ſo the eſteẽ nd tive honour of e- 


very man riſes rather from his fruitfulneſs and 
-uſef-! ac, than from his ſhape and form. 
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MEDI T. VE 
yon an excellent, but irregular Tree. 


ih a Free grow ſomewhat irregnlar, in a 


Sx. very neat Orchard, | told the Owner it was 
* pity that Tree ſhould ſtand there; and that if ir 
"PM 8 * * 6 | i we 


— 


2 Pads... Ty 2  -” 8 * a "hs 


4 " 1 = 
Nea A 7 | Js - 


ere ky I would root it vp, and thereby x re- 
duce the Orchard to an exact uniformity. It 


rarded the Fruit than the Form; and that this ſlight 


more conſiderable advantage. This «Tree, 
0 be, which you would root up, hath yield- 
d me more Fruit than many of thoſe. Trees 
hich have nothing elſe to commend them, but 
heir regular Scituation. I could not but Vield 
o the Reaſon of this Anfwer; and could wiſh 
t had been ſpoken ſo loud, that all our unifor- 
nity Men had heard it, who will not ſtick to 
oot up-many hundred of the beſt Bearers i in the 
.ord*s Orchard, becaule they ſtand not in an 


ropter atcidentia, deſtroy the Fruit, to preſerve 
he Form. 

Not much unlike ſuch fooliſh Men are thoſe 

That ſtrive for * and the * boſe, 
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1 M 1017. 1 
Dpon the new Modelling of a Garden. 
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49 
| and curious Garden, returns to her own 


1 e> — — 


was replied to this purpoſe, That be rather re- 


conveniency was abundantly preponderated by 


xact order with other more conformable, but 
eſs beneficial Trees, who do perdere ſubſtantiam 


Meditations upon. a Garden. 5 


2 greater diſlike of 11 than ever; E 
6 


N 
* 
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\ Gentlewoman who had lately ſeen a heat 


to new-model the whole Plat, and reduce it 
a better Form, is now become ſo curious an 
nvneat, that not a Weed or Stone is ſuffered in! 
but all muſt lie in exquiſite order; and whateveſpf ye 
Ornament ſhe had obſerved in her Neighboursſhres e 
ſhe is now reſtleſs till ſhe ſee it in her own. Poul. l 
Happy were it, thought I, if in an holy EI, Na 
mulation, every one would thus endeavour tqhind 
rectifie the Diſorders of their own Converſation, Tip 

by the excellent Graces they behold in the mort 
. heavenly and regular Lives of others. Some Chri- Sen 
ſtians there are (I wiſh their number were grea It 
ter) whole Actions lie in ſuch a comely and beau Str: 
tiful order, that few of their Neighbours can lool xi 
upon their Examples without Self. onviction and”. x 
ſhame ; but few are ſo happy to be voked un ere 
; to Self-reformation by ſuch rare F tterns. ol 
i fee it is much eaſier to pull up many Weeds out.'s 1 
of a Garden, than one Corruption out of theſaꝗ fl 
Heart; and to procure an hundred Flowers to a... 
dorn a Knot, than one Grace to beautif : the 
Soul. Tis more natural to corrupt man to en vy, A1. 
than to imitate the Spiritual Excellencies of o- In 


thers. 
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Myon the pulling up of a Leck. 

& White head and a green tail! How well thic 

"A doth this reſemble an old wanton Lqver Wd 8 

Whoſe green youthtal Luſts are nat extiughiſh;ſpur 


th 
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: ' though his white head declares that Nature 
©; :1moſt ſo. Gray Hairs ſhould be always 
Fnatch'd with grave Deportments, and the Sins 
Hf Youth ſhould rather be the Griefs than Plea- © N 
Ares of old Age. Tis ſad when the Sins of the 

ou], like the Diſeaſes of the Body, grow ſtronger, 
Nature grows weaker: And it recals to my 
ind that ancient Obſervation of Menander, 


Tipoy sfgqg ix 1 uu. 
Senex amore captus , ultimum malum. 


It is the worſt of Evils to bebold 
Strong youthful Luſts to rage in one that's old, 


'Tis a thouſand pities, that thoſe who have 
ne Foot in the Grave, would live as if the other 
pere in Hell! That their Luſts ſhould be ſo live- 
y, when their Bodies are three parts dead. Such 
nful Practices bring upon them more contempt _ 
nd ſhame, than their hoary Heads and reverend 
aces can procure them Honour; _ 


 Mapna fuit capitis quondam reverentia | cans, 
Inque ſuo pretio ruga ſenilts er at 

Ovid. F. Faſt. 
Gray Hairs, and aged Wrinckles, did + old 
Procure more reverence than Bags of Gold, 


But alas! How little reſpect or reverence can 
ie hoary Head obtain amongſt wiſe Men, ex- 
pt it be found in the way of Righteouſneſs ? 
think, the loweſt eſteem is too much for an 
Wd Servant of the Devil; and the higheſt Ho- 
Por little enough for an ancient and faithful Ser- 
nt of Chriſt. M ED . 
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| MEDIT. . 
Upon a hredlej's Tread in a curious Garden. ep. 


Aſſing through the ſmall Diviſions of a cu 

| Fious Knor, which was richly adorned wit! 

rare Tulips, and other beautiful Flowers, I wa 
very careful to ſhun thoſe Flowers, which indeed 
had no other worth to commend them, but their 
exquiſite Colours, and unadviſedly trod upon and 
ſpoiled an excellent choice Herb, which though 
it grew obſcurely, yet had rare Phyſical Vertuey 
ia it Fd - | 
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When I was made ſenſible of the involuntary * 


Treſpaſs I had committed, I thought I coulc 
ſcarcely make the Owner a better Compenſation 
than by telling him, that herein (though againſl 
my will) 1 did but tread in the Footſteps of the 
reateſt part of the World, who are very care 
1 (as I was) to keep their due diſtance fron 
ſplendid, though worthleſs Gallants ; mean 0 
while trampling upon, and cruſhing under foot nar 
the obſcure, but moſt precious Servants of God, 
in the World. As little do they heed theſe mol 
excellent Perſons, as I did this precious Herb. 
Summa ingenia in occulto ſepe latent, l 
faith Plautus; „%%% 
Rare Wits and Herbs ſometimes do ſculk and ſhrink 
In ſuch blind boles, as one would little. think, - 
For my own part, I deſire to tread upon ng 
man with the Foot of Contempt and — * 


ide 
hey 
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id, 
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Huch leſs vpon any good Man; and that 1 
ay not, it concerns me to look before I 
tep, 1 mean, to conſider before I cenſure + Had 
|| done ſo by this rare Herb, 1 had never hurt 


NME DIT. 1v. 
Upon a withered Poſey taken up in the way. 


Winding, in my walk, a Poſey of once ſweet and 
fragrant, but now dry and withered Flow- 
ars, which I ſuppoſe to be thrown away by one 
ald bat bad formerly worn it: Thus, faid I, doth 
onde unfaithful World uſe its Friends, when Pro- 
inſihidence bath blaſted and withered them; whilſt 
Ney are rich and honourable, they will put them 
ito their Boſoms, as the Owner of this Poſey 
id, whilſt it was freſh and fragrant; and as 
aſily throw them away, as uſeleſs and worth- 


are 
rom 


Zodhach uſage as this Petronius long ſince complain- 
1 0 of. | : 
_ Cum for tuna manet vultum ſervatis amici, 
Cum cecidit turpi vertitis ora fuga. (i. e.) 


ini 
And with their Fortunes all our Friendſhip ends. 


oF But this looſe and deceitful Friendſhip ſtinks 


ny 


d odiouſly in the very Noſtrils of Nature, that 


Occafonal Meditations. 333 


Are they in Flonour? T ben we ſmile like Friends, 
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s things, when thus they come to be withered, 


bott colour and ſweetneſs, but his ſtill remaineg 


— — 
. 


Friendſhip. O, let me eſteem the Smiles an 


more. Thy Love is indeed unchangeable, bein 


_ tenderly, ſmell'd to it but ſeldom and ſparingly 


the true Emblems of the beſt and ſweeteſt Cre: 


334 | Occaſional Meditations. 
a Heathen Poet ſeverely taxes, and condemns it hoe; 


moſt unworthy of a Man. | or a l 
Turpe ſequi caſum, & fortune cedere, amicum 4. 
Et niſi ſit felix eſſe neg are ſuum. (i. e.) fare 


"Tis baſe to change with Fortune, and den 8 10 
A faithful Friend, becauſe in Poverty: | ade 
And is this indeed the Friendſhip of t auſe 
World ? Doth it thus uſe them whom once j arth! 
honoured ? Then Lord! Let me never ſeek ii an 


Honours of Men leſs, and thy Love and Favou 


pure, free, and built upon nothing that is muta Qui 
ble; thou never ſerveſt thy Friends as the World 7 ;;; 


doth its Darlings. of 
"2 F i 
MED IT. V. older 

1 ; | ns we 

Upon the ſuddain withering of a Roſe, PP ſlip 

| ards 


D king with my Friend in a Garden, we gaffc Exc 
thered each of us a Roſe; he handled hi 


I always kept it to my Noſe, or ſqueezed it i! 
my Hand, whereby in a very ſhort time it lol 


as ſweet and fragrant as if it had been growin 
upon its own root. Theſe Roſes, ſaid, I, 2 


ture · enjoyments in the World; which bein 
1 


— 
— 


| Occaſional Meditations. 335 
Moderately and cautiouſly uſed and enjoyed may 
or a long time yield ſweetnefs to the poſſeſſor 


f them 5 but if once the Affections ſeize too 
reedily upon them, and ſqueeze them too 


ard, they quickly wither in our Hands, and 


re loſe the comfort of them; and that either _ 
hrough the Soul's ſurfeiting upon them, or the 


ord's righteous and juſt removal of them, be- 
uſe of the exceſs of our Affections to them; 


. arthly comforts like Pictures, ſhew beſt at a due 


| 
t 
\ 
U 


Yomer, Ard pl Zuvidoua, KC, 


Mihi nunquam is placet boſpes 
Qui valde preter que modum odit vel amat. 


J like bim not who at the rate 
Of all bis might doth love or hate. 


'Tis a point of excellent Wiſdom to keep the 


olden Bridle of Moderation upon all the Affecti- 


ns we exerciſe upon Earthly things, and never 
d flip thoſe Reins, unleſs when they move to- 
Fards God, in whoſe Love there is no danger 
Exceſs. e 

1 — — 5 | | — 9 
olf. I. 


Don the ſuddain withering of beautiſul Flowers. 


1 ith the Morning Dew, they ſtood in all their 


ſtance. It was therefore a good Saying of 


OW freſh and orient did theſe Flowers 
lately appear, when being daſl'd over 


Pride _ 


BY 4s 


IT 


* 
E 


* 


E them, but now are daver'd and fhrivelPd upff * 


in them. 


Pride and Glory, breathing out their delicior 
Odours, which per fumed the Air round about II 


and have neither any deſirable Beauty, or Sayo 


So vain a thing is the admired Beauty of Crea] to 


- tures, which ſo captivates the Hearts, and exec} _. 


ciſes a pleaſing Tyranny over the Affections c 
vain man, yet is as ſuddenly blaſted as the Bea 
y of a Flower. 


Forma bonum fragile 1 quantumque accedit 1 
Fit minor & ſpacio carpitur ipſa ſuo. ( annn 
Nec ſemper vialæ, nec ſemper lilia florent, 
Et riget amiſſa ſpina relicta roſa. 
Tempus erit quo vos ſpeculum vidiſſe pigebit, 
Jam veniunt . que tibi tor pus arent, &c. 
Ovid. de Art 


. How frail i is Beauty ? In how fat a time 

It fades Like Rojes, which have paſt their pri 
So wrinkled Age the faireſt Face will plow, 
And caſt deep furrows on the ſmootheſt Brow. 


Typen where's that lovely tempting Face? Alas 1 


Your ſelves would bluſh to view it in a Glaſs, 


If then thou delighteſt in Beauty (O my Sou 
chuſe that which is laſting, There is a Beau 
that never fades, even the Beauty of Holind 
upon the inner Man; this abides freſh and « 
rient for ever, and ſparkles" gloriouſly when ti 
face ( the Seat of natural Beauty ) is become! 


abhorrent and loathſome Spectacle. Holine 


— —— — ah 
. — Wo 


with a Beauty, upon which Chriſt himſelf is en- 
| amour'd ; even Imperfect Holineſs on Earth is 


ven it will be full blown, and abide in its prime 
to all Eternity. ; 


— ll. 
— — 
— Sr 3 


MEDI T. Vll. 
Upon the tenderneſs of ſome choice Flowers. 


Ow much care is neceſſary to preſerve the 

1 Life of ſome Flowers? They muſt be 
boxed up in the Winter, others muſt be covered 
with Glaſſes in their ſpringing up, the fineſt 
and richeſt mold muſt be ſitted about the Roots, 
and aſſiduouſly warered, and all this little e- 
nough , and fometimes Too little to preſerve 
them, whilſt other common and worthleſs 


— 
_— 


It 


ia Roſe that breaths {weetly in the bud; in Hea- 


— — = GB, +» Ge 
ennammels and ſprinkles over the face of the Soul 


Flowers grow without any help ot ours; yea, 


we have no leſs to do, to rid our Gardens of 
them, than we have to make the former grow 
there. 3 | EW OI 
„ Thus ſtands the Caſe with our Hearts, in refe- 
'jY rence to the motions of Grace and Sin. Holy 


thoughts of God ' muſt be aſſiduonily watered by 
u Prayer, earthed up by Medication, and defended 


by Watchfulneſs; and yet all this is ſometimes 


too little to preſerve them alive in our Souls. 


1 

* Alas! the Heart is a Soil that agrees not with 
wem, they are tender things and a mall matter 
e 

n 

m 


will nip and kill them. To this purpoſe is the 


Complaint of the Divine Poet. 


3 


R | 1 bo 


ns +. tl Wan! nner 
| j : 1 bo __ have thought a Joy 
| To be eule ſo, 


and go 
So fuddenly away? 
 Hereafter I had need 
take heed, © 
Joys among other things | EO 
| bave wings, . 
And watch their opportunitis of flight, 
Converting, in a moment, day to night. WI 
W 


* Herbert. 


But vain Thoughts, and 7 — 
theſe ſpread themſelves, and root deep in the 
Heart, they naturally agree with the Soil; ſo 
that it is almoſt impoſſible at any time to be rid 
of them. *Tis hard to forget what i is our Sin to 
remember. 


MEDIT. VIII. 
Upon the ſtrange means of preſerving the Life 
f Vegetables, 

Obſerve that Plants-and Herbs are mines 

killed by Froſts, and yet without Froſts they 
would neither live nor thrive; they are ſome- 
times drowned by Water, and yet without Wa- 
ter they cannot ſubſiſt; they are refreſhed and 


cheared by the heat of the San, and yet that 
heat ſometimes * and ſcorches them up. Thus 


5 9 
: 7 ; , 
1 „ » Aa 


wW23aAwes YW CD ww 


| I 
ives my Soul, Troubles and Afflictions ſeem to 


* 
7 


_ rn aaron pa 
in all irs Comforts: ; and yet without theſe its 
mforts could not live. The Sun-blaſts of 


dun · blaſts are the likelieſt way to wither me: By 


pirit preſerved ? ? Whata Myſtery ? What a Pa- 
adox is the Life of a Chriſtian? 


Welcome my Health, this Sickneſs makes me wei. 
| Aled cines adieu: 
When with Diſeaſes ] bave liſt to dwell, 
Fil wiſh for you. 
Welcoms my Strength, th:s Weakneſs makes me able, 
Powers adieu : 
When I am weary grown of ſtanding Sable, 
Pl wiſh for you. _ 
Welcome my Wealth, this loſs bath eu me more 
Riches adieu 
When I again grow greedy to be poor, 
Pl wiſh for you. 
Welcome my Credit, this 8 is Glory : 
Honours adien : 
When for Renown and Fame I ſhall bs forry : 
PH wiſh fer W. 
Welcome Content, this Sorrow is w'y © To 
Pleaſures adieu : 
When I defsre ſuch Griefs as may anuny, 
Pl wiſh for you. 


hat ſeeming Contradidions is the Life of my 


Proſperity ſometimes refreſh me, and yet thoſe 


Health, Strength, and Ricks Credit and Content, #0 


Are ſpared beſ ſometimes, when they are ſpent. 


Sickneſs and Wealneſs, Lefs. Di{grace, and Sorrow 


Lend moſt ſometimes, when moſt they ſtem to borrow. 
R 2 


. = \ : : 
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And if by theſe contrary and improbable ways] 
the Lord preſerves our Souls in Life, no marvel] —— 
then we find ſuch ſtrange and ſeemingly contra 
dictory motions of our Hearts, under the various 
dealings of God with us, and are ſtill reſtleſs in} PF" 
what Condition ſoever he puts us; which reſt- 

leſs Frame was excellently expreſſed in that Pi- 

ous Epigram of Reverend Gatakey, made a little 


before his Death. 


I Thirſt for Thirſtine/s, I weep for Tears; 8 
Well pieas d I am to be diſpleaſed thus : 
The only thing 1 fear, is want of fears; 
Suſpecting I am not ſuſpiciow. 
I cannot chuſe but live, becauſe I die; 
And when I am not dead, How glad am 1? 


Yet, when 1 am thus glad for ſence of Pain, 
And careful am leſt I ſhould careleſs be; 
Then do I grieve for being glad again, 
And fear, leſt careleſsneſs take care for me. 
Amidſt theſe reſtleſs thoughts,this reſt I find; 
For thoſe that reſt not here there's reſt behind. 


Jam tetigi portum valete. 
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